CASCADIAN WEEKLY
January 14, 2022

Week 96

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
I have the great joy of working with such a wonderful staff, and today I was blessed to have a great conversation with
Adam Carlson about church ministry. One of the things that drew Adam to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
and to this congregation in particular was the vast array of opinions and outlooks in our members, and yet, we all get
along, and even love one another. That struck a deep chord in me. We are a church of Republicans, Democrats,
Independents, conservatives, liberals, young in age, middle aged, senior aged, men, women, Wolverines, Buckeyes,
Spartans, Pistons, Redwings, Packers, Tigers, and even a few Lions, and yes, we do get along.
I am about to begin teaching a student class on “Making Disciples” and an adult Wednesday Night study of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the freedoms and responsibilities that being in a church brings. As I prepare
for these classes I am reminded why we are who we are. From the beginnings of our American-born denomination
(and we never intended to become a denomination) our focus has been about unity in the only One who matters –
the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of our rallying cries for unity over the years have included:
We have no creed but Christ, no book but the Bible.
Where the scriptures speak, we speak, Where the scriptures are silent, we are silent.
Christian unity is our polar star.
In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity (love).
The church of Christ on earth is essentially, intentionally, and constitutionally one.
As we confess Christ as Lord, we are bound to Him and to one another. In these days of so much division and
negativity, can we look to Who unites us? Our unity, our oneness is in Jesus. The older I get, the more I can see that
knowing and sharing Jesus are all that really matters. Knowing and sharing Jesus is all that really has meaning,
knowing and sharing Jesus is all that you need to live a life with joy and purpose. The Apostle Paul explains unity in
such loving terms in Romans 12:10-16:
Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord's people
who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate
with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
May this be a week where you reach out to someone in the love of Jesus. It is a hard time of year with the cold, the
after the holidays let-down, and with spring a long way away. So can we be united in our love for Jesus and share it?
Maybe send a card, make a phone call, send a Facebook message, or text someone you’re out of touch with. With a
little effort, you can show your devotion to Jesus by being devoted to your sisters and brothers in Christ with a little of
your time and attention. Adam is right, we have a lot of differences in this church, and yet we get along. Let’s continue
to be united in Christ and devoted to one another in His love.
Keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (1/16)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
HS/MS Rock Climbing - 12:00 - 3:00 PM

Monday (1/17)

Tuesday (1/18)

Wednesday (1/19)

Thursday (1/20)

Friday (1/21)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Soup Lunch - 12:00 PM
Making Disciples - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
1/9/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $10,454

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Saturday (1/22)

YEAR-END GIVING RECOGNITION AND FINANCIAL UPDATE
God has blessed Cascadian Christian Church through generous and faithful giving by its members and other
friends of the church. We give thanks to God for year-end special giving received in the month of December, in
the amount of $65,000.00. We also give thanks for pledged and non-pledged giving, including memorial
giving, that continues to be received each week. Out of God’s abundant blessings, Cascade Christian Church
continues to help other people and organizations in His name. At the end of December, donation checks were
mailed to Week of Compassion ($1666.41), Reconciliation Ministry of the Christian Church ($875.00), Disciples
of Christ Michigan Region ($1209.00), and Jubal Brass ($1019.00). May God continue to bless his Church
around the world in 2022 (Phil. 4:19)- Mark Langenbach, Business Manager for Cascade Christian Church

SOUP LUNCH - REBECCA DENG
Thursday, January 20th at 12 noon. Author and speaker Rebecca Deng will share her riveting account as one of
the Lost Girls of Sudan.
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GENERAL NEWS
THANK YOU FROM OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
OSC would like to thank the many volunteers, givers, and supporters for another amazing year of OSC through
COVID! Many, many families were blessed because of your generosity. The need of our community remains great and
we are so grateful to have been able to to meet many of those needs. We look forward to partnering with you next
year. Blessings to you in 2022.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
A big thanks to all who donated items for the New American program welcoming the Afghan Refugees to our
community. We were able to provide 4 Cooking and 4 Cleaning Kits and many winter outerwear items. A great start
for a new life!
The Social Action and Mission Outreach committee is also looking into the possibility of becoming a Co-sponsor to an
Afghan family. Co-sponsorship is where the church walks alongside a family to help them integrate successfully into the
community. No financial support is needed b/c of the amount of grant money being provided by the Federal
government. Co-sponsorship requires a team of individuals willing to give of their time and talents in one or more of the
following areas; housing, transportation, cultural adjustment, schooling, and/or jobs and finance. We, as a committee
cannot do this without the commitment of individuals working alongside us. Please call the church office, if you are
interested in learning more about this unique opportunity. Thank you, Diane Phelps, dianephelps2010@gmail

SERMON SERIES FOR JANUARY
Our January sermon series is on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Join us as we explore this call to be more
than a Christian – to be a disciple.
January 16: Making Disciples/Passing the Discipleship Test
Scripture: Matthew 22:37-40, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 14:15
As a disciple, we are not our own, we belong to Jesus, and we are invited to follow the requirements of a disciple. Being
saved by grace, the requirements of all disciples are to obey and to love. How are we going in passing that test?
January 23: Guest Preacher
Jack Duiven will be our guest preacher. Cascade Christian supports Jack's campus ministry at the University of Michigan.
January 30: Making Disciples/Then and Now
Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2, Luke 9:57-62
We’ll explore what it was to be a church of disciples, from the early church of Acts 2 until now. Our history of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Cascade Christian Church reflects Acts 2 – the open Bible, the open door, and
the open Table.
February 6: Making Disciples/What is Your Motivation?
Scripture: I Samuel 16:7, I Corinthians 13
What drive you as a disciple? If you are driven just by actions, your faith pool will be shallow. We are called to love, to
not judge, but to see one another as God sees us. When we see as God sees, our motivation is completely realigned –
and always points to love.
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GENERAL NEWS

1 2 3 4 PRAYER
1 = JANUARY
23 = THE 23RD

4 = 4 P.M.

PRAYER = PRAYER

The elders of the church invite you to a prayer service on Sunday, January 23 at 4:00PM in the chapel. As
challenging times continue, joining as God’s people in prayer helps! The prayer service will be led by Pastor and
Elder Armand Aronson, and will be an opportunity to pray for the hurts of the world, the challenges in our
community, and the pain and grief that we all carry. Personal prayer can be requested, and there will be
singing and time for silent prayer as well.
Please plan to join us.

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique
lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Over the next few weeks, we will
be looking at the life of Jesus and how He interacted with different people around Him (& how we can imitate Him!).

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are studying the 10 Commandments in January and February! Children are invited to come right up to the
elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see you there! Parents - please contact Adam Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to get involved with Sunday School.

OFFERING - AGAIN, THANK YOU
Our Sunday School class has been collecting an offering since October, and we were able to buy stuffed animals,
sensory toys, and a book for children at Helen DeVos Children’s hospital! Please continue talking with your child about
generosity and what it means to offer what we have to God and to others. Please also continue sending your children
to Sunday School with an offering to be given.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT - JAN.
28TH
Parents' Night Out Returns! On Friday, January
28th, we are offering a night of free childcare
from 6:00 to 8:00pm for children 3 months 10 years of age. Dinner will be provided! Email
Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com)
or call the church office to sign up.

SUMMER IS COMING!
Summer is coming and we have a load of great events
for you all that we want you to put on your calendars.
Our "Fruits of the Spirit" Tree from Sunday School
They are as follows:
Elementary Camp: June 18th - 24th (Campers arrive on June 19th)
Family Camp: July 17th-23rd
Vacation Bible School: July 25th-29th
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL

This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MEMBERSHIP CLASS - MAKING DISCIPLES
6th-12th graders are invited to take part in a life changing class here at Cascade Christian Church. We will host a class
called “Making Disciples” and in this class you learn what it really means to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.
Classes will be held Thursdays in January (replacing Be Bold) 4:15-5:45 PM. If you are interested in this class please
email Adam at acarlson@cascadechristian.com or Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
Middle School Madness is returning on January 21st from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. (high schoolers are welcome to help!)
Join us for games, food, and a fun Friday evening!

ROCK CLIMBING
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be going to
Inside Moves in Byron Center to go rock climbing on January 16th. We
will be meeting in the church parking lot at 12:00 PM and we will drive
over in the Church Van. Bring $22 for rock climbing and wear good
shoes! If money is an issue, please let us know! We will be back at
Cascade Christian Church at 3:00 PM.

ICE SKATING
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be going to
Patterson Ice Arena to go Ice Skating on January 30th. We will be
meeting in the church parking lot at 12:30 PM and we will drive over in
the Church Van. Bring $10 for skate rental. If money is an issue, please
let us know! We will be back at Cascade Christian Church at 3:00
PM.

CABERFAE SKI TRIP

The Caberfae ski trip was postponed and will now take place
Saturday, February 12. We will meet at the church at 10 AM, the cost
is $40 per person. If you would like to go please contact Michael
Dirksen. His email is mdirksen@cascadechristian.com

SUMMER IS COMING!
Summer is coming and we have a load of great events for you all that
we want you to put on your calendars. They are as follows:
Elementary Camp: June 18th - 24th (Campers arrive on June 19th)
Mackinac Island: June 27th-29th
Middle School & High School Camp: July 10th-16th
Vacation Bible School: July 25th-29th
Immersion Trip (and White Water Rafting!): July 30th - August 3rd
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1.9.2021 SERMON: WHAT IS A DISCIPLE
What is a disciple? We are the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), so we call ourselves disciples. But what does that
mean? As we launch into a new year and a new partnership with the Wisconsin and Illinois Regions of the Christian
Church, I would like to explore with you what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. When you hear disciples, you
probably think of the twelve men, specially chosen by Jesus to follow Him, men who journeyed at Jesus’ side, to learn and
grow in faith.
The thing is the disciples were not exceptional people. They were 12 very ordinary men – none of them were noted as
being scholars, none had a claim to any kind of fame, they had no track record as preachers and weren’t theologians.
They weren’t what the religious establishment consider to be righteous. They were like us – prone to mistakes,
miscommunication, jealousy, pettiness, selfishness, bad attitudes, lapses of faith, and bitter failures. Even Jesus Himself
described the 12 disciples as slow learners. Luke 24:25 says this of Jesus; He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how
slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! So, not only slow learners, but fools. But even with all their flaws, and
as ordinary as they were, these men carried on the ministry of Jesus after Jesus ascended to heaven, and they have left a
deep impact on the world. Without them and the other men and women who followed Jesus, we would have no New
Testament, no church. Without the disciples we would not know Jesus.
One of the things I enjoy about preaching at the 9:30 service is making power point slides to help illustrate sermons. I
really like these images – when I searched for painting of Jesus and His disciples, there were paintings of a Korean Jesus
distributing loaves and fishes at the Sermon on the Mount, a Visio Divina modern painting of Jesus calling the first
disciples, a Navajo Jesus with the 12 disciples wrapped in chief blankets, an ancient Greek image of the 12 men, all with
very big eyes, and a modern print of the 12 disciples, with haloes, looking saintly. And I would say all of these images are
true, as now Jesus has disciples throughout the world, disciples in all kinds of places and cultures. The 12 disciples made
more disciples, and that has continued to this day – disciples invite others to become disciples.
So what is a disciple? The Chosen, a new film series on Jesus calling the 12 to follow Him, is so unlike any depiction I have
seen of Jesus Christ and the Apostles. They appear as men living 2000 years ago, with the problems of 2000 years ago
– a puppet king supported by an invading country, the political power in Rome, heavy taxes, problems with the supply
chain, sickness and disease, troubles at work. This series has helped many of us to see Jesus again, to love Jesus more
deeply. His followers are real men and women, and Jesus sees the humanity in those He calls to be His followers, and He
calls them anyway.
Do you remember their names? You might be pressed to name all 13 as some of them have more than one name and
there is little said about many of them, Peter, the fisherman with a brash attitude, Matthew – a tax collector, who works
for the Romans and was despised by his own people and family, Thomas, who doubted everything, Simon the Zealot,
ready to overthrow the government, armed and ready to attack Rome, James and John – brothers with big egos and
bad tempers, so much so they were called the Sons of Thunder, Andrew, who did small things for a big impact, Philip,
who was more or less a fact checker, Nathaniel who was also called Bartholomew, another James, that we know so little
about that he is called James the less, Thaddeus who was also called Judas, son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed Jesus to the death.
These are the disciples, later known as the Apostles, meaning the original 12 who followed Jesus. These are the ordinary
guys who can help show us the way to be disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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1.9.2021 SERMON: WHAT IS A DISCIPLE
And why focus on this now? I think we could all use direction. We could benefit from reminders of who we are in Christ,
of how we are called as disciples to share the good news, or make disciples. And with all the negativity in the world –
this is our time, time to share how we are changed, blessed, different, not by anything we have done, but because we
follow the Son of God.
So here is our main scripture for this month -Matthew 28:16-20 (The Great Commission) Then the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some
doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.”
You’ll recall that after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, He had appeared to His disciples and others for 40 days,
and He then ascended to heaven. But before He left, Jesus gave these instructions, these directions to his disciples. It is
interesting that they worshipped, and that some doubted. Have you ever been through a traumatic experience? We all
have. For the 11 remaining disciples, they had witnessed Jesus tortuous death and burial. For some, belief was hard –
even as they saw Jesus, touched Jesus, ate with Jesus, walked with Jesus. It took some time after that for some of them to
come to full faith. And maybe some of you understand that. When troubles come, we too can doubt, we too can waiver
in our faith, get mad at God and question everything.
But this scripture cleared the way for the disciples, and this scripture tells us what a disciple is and what a disciple does.
The disciples had a mission, to go, to make disciples, to baptize, to teach, to obey. To do that they had to do three things.
The first thing to do to be a disciple is to repent. A disciple is someone who repents. This is not a very popular concept
these days. Most people like to believe they have nothing to repent – that they have done no wrong, so repenting, or
turning away from sin, isn’t for them. In Jesus’ first sermon, Matthew 4:17 – Jesus preaches a short message – simply this“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” Repenting means to stop living in ways that are not life giving, to
stop doing things that hurt others, to turn from those things that pull you from being the person God created you to be.
To repent means to turn around, to change direction, to turn around and live for God instead of yourself.
Jesus began His preaching and teaching with that message – turn, repent, make a U-turn, and come back, turn away
from where you were going, and come to God. To be a disciple, you need to admit you can’t make it on your own, your
own way or path hasn’t worked very well for you. And even those who have been Christians a long time need
repentance, none of us gets faith right all of the time, we all walk away from God, even in small ways. C.S. Lewis put it
like this: “A Christian is not one who never goes wrong, but one who is enabled to repent and begin over again after
each stumble—because of the inner working of Christ.”
I read a story about Jack Nicklaus that illustrates C.S. Lewis’s quote. Jack Nicklaus is considered to be one of the greatest
golfers of all time. Once, when he was at the top of his game, he quit playing for 30 days to correct something with his
game. He tried to correct it, but had no success. So he went back to the coach who taught him to golf, and his game
straightened out, and he went on to win and become even more legendary.
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1.9.2021 SERMON: WHAT IS A DISCIPLE
What’s repentance? It is going back, it is turning around to make a wrong right, it is admitting you need some help. Jack
Nicklaus did that. For people like you and me, repentance means turning to the Lord and the cross. It’s telling Jesus you
are absolutely dependent on Him to change and be forgiven. Think about the parable of the Prodigal Son. When he
came back home, he didn’t just get a ring, a robe, and shoes. The greatest thing he got back was his father. Repenting
means turning back to God, turning to our Father.
But being a disciple is more than no longer doing something you shouldn’t. The second mark of a disciple is that they
follow. Right after His introductory sermon in Matthew 4, Jesus began assembling His team, gathering his disciples, that
group of ordinary people who would go on to do extraordinary work in the Kingdom of God. Being a disciple means you
follow Christ, wherever He leads. Once Jesus had called the 12, they went everywhere with him. They saw him, they
heard him, their lives were devoted to him. They were his followers. That’s how they were identified.
And for us today, we who identify ourselves as Christian are given the same call as Peter and Andrew and 10 others. If
we are Christians, it means we follow Jesus. And that is not easy. In Matthew 19 Jesus was approached by a young man
who wants to know what good thing he must do to get eternal life. They talk back and forth about obeying the
commandments. But the young man wanted to know what he was still lacking.
And Jesus gives his reply in 19:21. He said: “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” Jesus tells this young man to do what Andrew and Peter and
ten others had done. Give up the worldly stuff you’re living for and follow me. Pause a moment to look within – how are
we doing as followers? Or what or who are we following? One of the best elder messages I’ve heard lately was from
Dar Scharfschwerdt when she asked what are we holding on to that could bless someone else. Are we disciples in that
way? Most of us would like to think that we are, but there is some of the rich young man in us. Think about all of the
other things or people that you follow or that have your attention. Think about all the possessions or habits you have that
prevent you from spending time with Jesus. One, or all of those things, can keep you from following Jesus, and you might
be like the rich young man, and turning your back on Jesus, walking away from the One who brings meaning to life.
As we start this year – let’s each look within, and ask ourselves, how are we doing with following Jesus? A quick side
story – Mike and I had the joy of hiking in Utah with our son Max last fall. Max and his trail partner got quite always
ahead of us, the sun was in our eyes, and somehow Mike and I ended up going down Horse Canyon instead of Salt
Creek Canyon. It took us about 2 miles to figure this out that we were on the wrong trail. We had been following some
footprints in the sand, thinking they were Max’s. So we added 4 miles to our backpacking trip by taking the wrong path,
by not following the map. We even walked by a trail sign that was right in front of us. This makes me think about
following Jesus, we need to watch for His footprints in the sand, we need to keep our eyes open for signs along the way,
and we can’t let the sun or anything else dazzle us so we can’t see the way of Jesus clearly.
Scottish Clergyman Gordon MacDonald explained following and repentance so well, writing: "Repentance is not basically
a religious word. It comes from a culture where people were essentially nomadic and lived in a world with no maps or
street signs. It’s easy to get lost walking through the desert. You become aware that the countryside is strange. You
finally say to yourself, I’m going in the wrong direction. That’s the first act of repentance. The second act of repentance
is to go in an alternate direction. It implies that you not only do this, but you admit it to your companions."
Repent, follow, and keep Jesus in view, friends, don’t miss His path and keep your eyes open for His signs along the way.
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1.9.2021 SERMON: WHAT IS A DISCIPLE
And then the third marker for a disciple is that they keep learning. Disciples are students, and we are all students of
Jesus. If you’re a student, that means you have a teacher. But who taught you about Jesus? Your parents or
grandparents, a Sunday School teacher, a camp counselor, a Scout leader, a college roommate, a co-worker? Somewhere
along the way, God has provided teachers for you – so you can learn about Jesus, preparing you to learn from Jesus. As
maturing Christians, it is important to spend time with the Teacher Himself. Jesus was called “rabbi” which means teacher,
and Jesus commanded that the disciples teach others “everything I have taught you.” Think of what it must have been
like to spend several years on the road with Jesus, learning with the other disciples, think of the humor, the wonder, the
sights, and sounds. We know so much from what is written by Apostles John and Matthew, and how grateful we are
that Mark and Luke also wrote Gospels.
The Gospels teach us to be disciples as we learn along with the original twelve from Jesus’s teachings. In Luke 6:40 Jesus
teaches that; The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.” Do we
get what Jesus is saying? He’s saying that none of us are going to be as great as he is. None of us are above him. But if
we learn from Him, then we will become more and more like Him. Disciples become like their teachers. Friends, can we
work on becoming more like our Teacher this year?
So here’s what a disciple is – a person who repents, follows, and learns. If you are a disciple of Jesus, you repent and
turn to Jesus. If you are a disciple of Jesus, you follow Him, you let Him lead. If you are a disciple of Jesus, He is your
teacher, you are His student, and class is always in session. You can’t really be a disciple without these three – repent,
follow, learn. And remember who you are following – the One, the Son of God, who has all authority in heaven and on
earth. This is why Jesus came, to invite you, yes you, to be His disciple, and then He gives you your purpose in life- your
Great Commission, to help make other disciples
We are part of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). May this new year of 2022 be a year like no other where we
repent, we follow, and we learn, because the world needs more disciples of Jesus. I invite you to reflect on your own
discipleship, and be part of God’s movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. Amen and amen.
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