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Week 97

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
It has always seemed to me that January is a month to take stock, to evaluate, to see how things are, and to look at
where things are going. In the church that means the break we have between the two most significant days in the
Christian calendar, Christmas and Easter. This is the time to look back and see what God has done over Christmas and
the first half of the schoolyear, and to look ahead and see where we can go as we seek to follow Jesus and build His
Kingdom as the season of Lent approaches.
I am very encouraged when I look back. We had a wonderful fall, with Trunk or Treat, the Thanksgiving Dinner,
classes starting again and in person, the Unity worship service and picnic, soup and sandwich lunches resuming after a
long absence. We remain careful with COVID protocols, and it is good to see people returning and the church reaching
out for Jesus in fresh and healthy ways. When I look back at Christmas, I marvel at the generosity of people with
Operation Santa Claus and the wonderful work of directors Peggy Boelkins and Darcy Hartley. Along with their team
of volunteers, so many families were helped and continue to be helped during this difficult time. Jubal Brass, the brunch,
the Christmas Workshop, the Sunday School and Child Development Center Christmas programs, and worship on
Christmas Eve were all glorious.
And now we get to look ahead. We are already working on the ministry of camp at Crystal Conference Center for this
summer, a mission trip to Bethany College, in West Virginia is planned for our youth, we are looking into Jail Ministry,
the Lenten worship services (Ash Wednesday is March 2), a possible new use for Second Mile House, how to assist
Afghan refugees, improvements at the church with phones and other needs, the return of the North Pointe School
Chorale in February, baptisms in February, and other classes to help people grow in faith and discipleship.
There are so many positive things happening at the church, and I thank each one of you for your faithfulness and
generosity. As we take this time to pause, look back and look ahead, it is also time to look within. How are you doing as
a disciple of Jesus? I urge you to join us for worship each Sunday as we explore what it means to be a disciple of
Christ. You are also invited to Wednesday night Bible study as we explore discipleship at 6:30PM on the second floor of
the education building.
In all of the noise, confusion, division, and distractions in life, we share the common ground of acknowledging Jesus as
the Christ, as Lord, as the Son of the Living God. Look back, look ahead, look within, He is there, and always will be.
Praise God! Enjoy this day with your Savior and keep the faith, Jill

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THE CASCADIAN MAILING, OR IF
YOU WOULD LIKE IT AS AN EMAIL ALONG WITH OTHER CHURCH
UPDATES, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT
OFFICE@CASCADECHRISTIAN.COM OR (616) 949-1360
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (1/23)

Monday (1/24)

Tuesday (1/25)

Wednesday (1/26)

Thursday (1/27)

Friday (1/28)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Soul Warmers - 2:00-4:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Cancer Club - 1:00 PM
Making Disciples - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Parents Night Out - 6:00-8:00 PM
Game Night 7:00-9:00 PM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
1/16/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $9,061

Saturday (1/29)

THANK YOU CARDS
"Dear Cascade Christian Church, I was so honored to receive the Jonathan Gaylord Scholarship in church
last Sunday. I am so blessed and cherish the relationships I have made with the Cascade Christian Church
family and God over the years! The Scholarship will be put to good use as I continue to follow my passions
of: marine science, environmental science, non-profit work, and continue to strengthen my relationship with
Christ. I am so thankful for you all, and hope you are having a wonderful start to the new year 2022!
best, Gabi Sleeman"
"Dear Cascade Christian Family, Endless gratitude for the generous scholarship I am gifted year after year!
This allows me to pursue an education I adore and press into a field that empowers my strengths. I am so
blessed to receive the love and support that I do from this congregation. Cheers to a new year full of
endless blessings! With Love, Sutton Steensma"
"Dear Friends of Cascade Christian Church, My, what a gift we all received from you dear friends. I think
everyone was so stunned to see friendly people (including children) at our doors with a Christmas gift of
cheese crackers, a cookie, candies., cocoa drinks, with a $20 bill and devotional of 'Wonderful Life in Christ.'
Thank you so much for this enjoyable gift that I have already just about devoured - minus the money and
book of course! Thank you so much for remembering us all again in such loving and gracious ways.
Warmly, Jane Scholtens, resident of Gaylord House"
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GAME NIGHT

GENERAL NEWS

Our monthly game night for January is Friday, January 28, 2022 from 7-9pm in the Chapel basement. If you
would like, please bring a snack to share and your own beverage. Feel free to bring a game or two as well.
We have some games available, but we are always open to new games. If you have any questions please
contact Debbie Jones at debbiejones1018@gmail.com. Hope to see you there!

1 2 3 4 PRAYER
1 = JANUARY
23 = THE 23RD

4 = 4 P.M.

PRAYER = PRAYER

The elders of the church invite you to a prayer service on Sunday, January 23 at 4:00PM in the chapel. As
challenging times continue, joining as God’s people in prayer helps! The prayer service will be an opportunity to
pray for the hurts of the world, the challenges in our community, and the pain and grief that we all carry.
Personal prayer can be requested, and there will be singing and time for silent prayer as well.
The Bible tells those who are troubled or sick to call on the Elders for prayer. For many of us it seems like a lot
to ask of the Elders. But the Elders at Cascade want to make it easy for any of us to have personal prayer by
an Elder or a group of Elders. We want to pray for people everywhere in general, but we also want to pray
for you specifically. No pressure, there will be a number of different choices. We’ll hear about Jesus’ ministry in
prayer.
Be there; have prayer.

CO-SPONSOR AN AFGHAN FAMILY
The Social Action and Mission Outreach committee is looking into the possibility of becoming a Co-sponsor to an Afghan
family. Co-sponsorship is where the church walks alongside a family to help them integrate successfully into the
community. No financial support is needed b/c of the amount of grant money being provided by the Federal
government. Co-sponsorship requires a team of individuals willing to give of their time and talents in one or more of the
following areas; housing, transportation, cultural adjustment, schooling, and/or jobs and finance. We, as a committee
cannot do this without the commitment of individuals working alongside us. Please call the church office, if you are
interested in learning more about this unique opportunity. Thank you, Diane Phelps, dianephelps2010@gmail

SERMON SERIES FOR JANUARY
Our January sermon series is on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Join us as we explore this call to be more
than a Christian – to be a disciple.
January 23: Guest Preacher
Jack Duiven will be our guest preacher. Cascade Christian supports Jack's campus ministry at the University of Michigan.
January 30: Making Disciples/Then and Now
Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2, Luke 9:57-62
We’ll explore what it was to be a church of disciples, from the early church of Acts 2 until now. Our history of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Cascade Christian Church reflects Acts 2 – the open Bible, the open door, and
the open Table.
February 6: Making Disciples/What is Your Motivation?
Scripture: I Samuel 16:7, I Corinthians 13
What drives you as a disciple? If you are driven just by actions, your faith pool will be shallow. We are called to love, to
not judge, but to see one another as God sees us. When we see as God sees, our motivation is completely realigned –
and always points to love.
3

GENERAL NEWS
THANK YOU FROM OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
OSC would like to thank the many volunteers, givers, and supporters for another amazing year of OSC through
COVID! Many, many families were blessed because of your generosity. The need of our community remains great and
we are so grateful to have been able to to meet many of those needs. We look forward to partnering with you next
year. Blessings to you in 2022.

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique lesson,
playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Over the next few weeks, we will be
looking at the life of Jesus and how He interacted with different people around Him (& how we can imitate Him!).

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are studying the 10 Commandments in January and February! Children are invited to come right up to the
elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see you there! Parents - please contact Adam Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to get involved with Sunday School.

OFFERING - AGAIN, THANK YOU
Our Sunday School class has been collecting an offering since October, and we were able to buy stuffed animals,
sensory toys, and a book for children at Helen DeVos Children’s hospital! Please continue talking with your child about
generosity and what it means to offer what we have to God and to others. Please also continue sending your children
to Sunday School with an offering to be given.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT - JAN.
28TH
Parents' Night Out Returns! On Friday, January
28th, we are offering a night of free childcare
from 6:00 to 8:00pm for children 3 months 10 years of age. Dinner will be provided! Email
Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com)
or call the church office to sign up.

SUMMER IS COMING!
Summer is coming and we have a load of great events
for you all that we want you to put on your calendars.
Our "Fruits of the Spirit" Tree from Sunday School
They are as follows:
Elementary Camp: June 18th - 24th (Campers arrive on June 19th)
Family Camp: July 17th-23rd
Vacation Bible School: July 25th-29th
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL

This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MEMBERSHIP CLASS - MAKING DISCIPLES
6th-12th graders are invited to take part in a life changing class here at Cascade Christian Church. We will host a class
called “Making Disciples” and in this class you learn what it really means to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.
Classes will be held Thursdays in January (replacing Be Bold) 4:15-5:45 PM. If you are interested in this class please
email Adam at acarlson@cascadechristian.com or Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
Middle School Madness is returning on January 21st from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. (high schoolers are welcome to help!)
Join us for games, food, and a fun Friday evening!

ICE SKATING
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be going to Patterson Ice Arena to go Ice Skating on January
30th. We will be meeting in the church parking lot at 12:30 PM and we will drive over in the Church Van. Bring $10
for skate rental. If money is an issue, please let us know! We will be back at Cascade Christian Church at 3:00 PM.

CABERFAE SKI TRIP
The Caberfae ski trip was postponed and will now
take place Saturday, February 12. We will meet at
the church at 10 AM, the cost is $40 per person. If
you would like to go please contact Michael
Dirksen.
His
email
is
mdirksen@cascadechristian.com

SUMMER IS COMING!
Summer is coming and we have a load of great
events for you all that we want you to put on your
calendars. They are as follows:
Elementary Camp: June 18th - 24th (Campers
arrive on June 19th)
Mackinac Island: June 27th-29th
Middle School & High School Camp: July
10th-16th
Vacation Bible School: July 25th-29th
Immersion Trip (and White Water Rafting!):
July 30th - August 3rd
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1.16.2021 SERMON: THE DISCIPLESHIP TEST
We all have had to take tests. Routine medical tests – getting your eyes and ears checked, a yearly physical; competency
tests like being tested to get a driver’s license or passing skill levels tests in your profession; school tests – from knowing
your colors and ABC’s in preschool to defending a doctoral dissertation. And then there are the tests of life - the things
that can stretch you, or even break you, including trouble in your family, a stroke, cancer and sickness, the death of a
loved one, infertility, an addiction, the pandemic, a betrayal. Life can feel like a constant test.
I would like to talk with you today about what is means to be a disciple of Christ. Can you pass that test? We call
ourselves Cascade Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) – and do we live lives that reflect that identity? Last week we
talked about what a disciple is - someone who repents, who follows Jesus, and who keeps learning. Disciples strive to be
like their teacher and as students or disciples of Christ, we repent of our sins, we follow where Jesus leads, and we keep
learning from Him, His class is always in session.
Being a disciple will test you – it will take as much as you are willing to give, because the Teacher you follow, the Lord
Jesus, gave His all. I shared this George Whitefield quote with our Making Disciples class of elementary and middle school
students – that Christ is worth all, or He is worth nothing. There is no halfway in being a Christian, in being a disciple.
You choose Jesus, or you don’t, and I think that is the test that is before each one of us every day. How are you doing in
passing that test?
The twelve disciples were tested daily as they followed Jesus. There was so much Jesus had to teach them so they would
become the leaders of the early church. We learn from their witness, obedience, and examples how to be a disciple, and
can learn from both their triumphs and their failures.
To study for the discipleship test we’ll look at the book of Matthew, starting in chapter 16 which begins with the Pharisees
and Sadducees, the religious leaders and teachers of Jesus’ time trying to test Jesus and trap him in his words. In verse
one they test Jesus by asking him for a sign from heaven. This reminds me of the testing that Satan, the evil one used
when Jesus was fasting in the desert for forty days before beginning his ministry. Satan also wanted a sign – telling Jesus
to make stones into bread, to throw himself down from the top of the Temple in Jerusalem to be saved by angels – signs
that would show Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus didn’t fall for this with the evil one, and he didn’t with the religious leaders
either. He Himself is the sign, the sign of God’s love, grace, forgiveness, goodness, kindness, forbearance. He offers the
Pharisees and Sadducees the sign of Jonah – and you’ll recall how Jonah spent 3 days in the belly of a big fish, then was
cast on shore to do God’s will in the city he had tried to avoid. Jesus would spend 3 days in the depths of a tomb, before
rising to do God’s work and God’s will, bringing God’s grace, even to those who persecuted Him. That was a sign the
religious leaders couldn’t understand; it was a test they were not willing to take.
Thankfully the disciples did not turn from being tested. After the disciples witnessed the defeat of the religious leaders, it
was their turn to be questioned. Jesus asked them who did people say he was. Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my
Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that
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1.16.2021 SERMON: THE DISCIPLESHIP TEST
So here’s the test: who do you say Jesus is? Many people at the time of Jesus wanted him to be a political Savior, to
overthrow Rome – and that is why he told his disciples to be silent that he was the Messiah. Even today the question
stumps people – answers include a wise teacher, a holy man, a myth, the Son of God. The answers are as varied now as
they were from the mouths of the disciples. But how about you? You can’t be a disciple, you can’t be a Christian, you
can’t really live an abundant and big life until you face that question. Who is Jesus?
If you had to describe yourself, what words would you choose? A Republican, Democrat or Independent? A
Michigander? Conservative, liberal? Spartan, Wolverine? I hope one of the first words you would choose is Christian.
Many of us have called ourselves “Christians” for years. But we’ve never considered ourselves as a disciple, but you can’t
be a real Christian without being a disciple and you can’t be a disciple of Jesus without being a Christian. The first test a
disciple has to pass is confession, acknowledgement – that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. When our
Making Disciples membership students finish their class, they will have the opportunity to come forward and make their
profession of faith, to join the church, to become part of the family of God in the waters of baptism. First, they take a
deep look within, and ask who is Jesus? How about you - Who do you say Jesus is, and do you live out that confession?
Jesus explained this further in Matthew 16:24-27: Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever
loses their life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.
Test #2 is: Pick up your cross – that is what a disciple does. Last week we said a disciple follows Jesus – and here is the
way – by carrying a cross at Jesus side. That means being willing to set all things aside, even life itself, to stay with Jesus.
Cross carrying means nothing is more important than your relationship with Jesus, that the gifts and blessings of this
world, as wonderful as they are – can’t compare to just being at the side of Jesus. And I know that is hard to live out.
We like life, we like our people, our homes, our stuff, our hobbies, our money, our jobs. But none of it is really ours to
keep – it is a loan for this lifetime, it is not anything you can carry forward into the next life.
If you love this life so much, too much, Jesus says you’ll miss out on what’s ahead – which is so much more – a life
forever in heaven, with Jesus, with God on the throne, you, fully alive in the place Jesus made just for you, your home in
His Father’s house, in our Father’s house. If you love this life too much, you’ll miss out on you place at the Father’s Table,
you’ll give up life with God, you’ll forfeit your soul.
So test #1- who do you say Jesus is? He is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and our Savior. And Test #2 is can you
carry a cross? I know it sounds hard, and you’re already stretched, exhausted, anxious, overwhelmed by the stress of
living in these unique times. Jesus knows. And he says to us in Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.” We can’t be cross bearers if we try to control our own lives if we think we’re in charge. Living as if you are, is
exhausting and you’ll eventually have to admit defeat. There’s an old blues song by B.B. King called, “Paying the Cost to
Be the Boss.” Jesus is calling us to something different when we carry the cross and follow him. We’re “paying the cost to
not be the boss.” Being a disciple means having the discipline to be obedient, and follow Jesus even when things are
difficult, even when we think we can fix things. And I know they are, things are so hard for so many of you right now.
Stop trying to be the boss, stoop, friends, pick up that cross.
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1.16.2021 SERMON: THE DISCIPLESHIP TEST
Friends, walking alongside Jesus, with our big and small problems is the best path, He is the only path. He gets it that
you’re tired. He gets being weary. He understands that heavy feeling of so much on your shoulders. He wants you to rest
with Him, walk with him, be yoked to him – which means, like a pair of oxen yoked together, side by side –to be that
near to Jesus, to be close to Him – because He is gentle, he is humble, he will give you rest, and He will lighten your life.
Can you pick up your cross, can you pass that test?
Test #3 is in Matthew 22:34-40, and it sounds pretty easy, but might be the hardest to do. “Hearing that Jesus had
silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
This test may seem so obvious – love God, love Jesus, love other people. It seems obvious that loving Jesus is a
requirement for being a disciple, right? But think about how infrequently you love the Lord in any one of those ways with your heart, or soul, or mind. We may not be loving Jesus like we should because we love something or someone
else with our hearts, souls, or minds. When we think of all those other things we love before we love Jesus, we realize
just how often we fall short of this requirement.
So test #3 is to love. In 1 John 4:19, John writes: “We love because he first loved us.” The only reason we are able to lovewhether it’s loving God or loving others, it is because God loved us first. If we’re struggling with loving God before
everyone and everything else, then we’re going to struggle with loving others. Real love, not romantic love, not lust, real
love means you’d give your life for another – that’s God kind of love, Jesus kind of love. And to love that much, you need
your whole self, body, heart, soul, mind, intellect – everything that makes you, you, ready to lay it on the line, and love as
best you can like Jesus loves. Again – Jesus is worth all, or he is worth nothing.
Jesus gives us another way we are required to love God in John 14:15. There, he tells his disciples: “If you love me, you will
obey what I command.” We live and love based on His Word, on Scripture, the word of God. We live based on the
commands we’ve been given, and we are commanded to love.
William Barclay offers an interesting point: “It’s possible to be a follower of Jesus without being a disciple; to be a campfollower without being a soldier of the king; to be a hanger-on in some great work without pulling one’s weight. Once
someone was talking to a great scholar about a younger man. He said, "So and so tells me that he was one of your
students." The teacher answered devastatingly, "He may have attended my lectures, but he was not one of my
students." There is a world of difference between attending lectures and being a student. It is one of the supreme
handicaps of the Church that in the Church there are so many distant followers of Jesus and so few real disciples.”
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1.16.2021 SERMON: THE DISCIPLESHIP TEST
Barclay gets it: To be a disciple you must spend time with the Teacher. You can’t do discipleship at arm’s length or
through distance learning. Being a disciple, takes all you’ve got: heart, mind, body, soul. Barclay is right: the sad testimony
of modern Christianity is that one can say they are a Christian without being a disciple. But that doesn’t work. Christians
keep learning, they stay close to the teacher, so they can pass the tests. Football coaches can tell you who they’ve
apprenticed under, music virtuosos have studied under some great teacher, great doctors have studied under the
mentorship of other great doctors. As disciples, we stay close to our Teacher, and learn from Jesus how to live our lives,
our whole lives, our real lives. We are not learning from Jesus how to live his life. His life was holy, and without sin. We
are broken, we’re sinners, but we can find joyous, abundant, brilliant, amazing life if we keep learning and face the test
of
Who is Jesus? – He is the son of the Living God, and we accept Him as our personal Savior
How do we follow Him? We pick up our cross, and walk at His side
What are we required to do? Love God with our hearts, soul, and all of our mind, and love others like we love
ourselves. To be a disciple, to be like Jesus, we simply need to love.
Dallas Willard answers the discipleship test this way: “I need to be able to live my life as Jesus would live it, if He were I.”
That’s the discipleship test – may you pass with flying colors. Amen and amen.
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