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Week 98

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
I hope this finds you warm as we face some of the coldest weather we have seen in some time. For all of you who
winter in the south – it is going to be minus one degree here later this week! As Michiganders, we can take it, but it is
also wonderful to observe that the days are growing longer. We are on the look out for signs of warmth and we know
spring is coming.
Something that warmed my heart this last weekend was the Sunday Prayer Service in the chapel. About 20 of us
gathered, first to hear Ken Parker’s testimony on the power of prayer when he went through his battle with cancer.
Pastor Armand Aronson then offered a meditation on prayer in the Old and New Testaments, and then Elder
Chairwoman Gail Duchon led us in praying for the sick, for our community, for teachers, doctors, nurses, and all who
serve. We prayed for the situation of the world, with discord in families over COVID, with the military buildup on the
border of Ukraine, with racial tensions in many places, and with poverty impacting so many. We prayed for many of
you by name.
Prayer is what we are called to do as followers of Jesus Christ. All of this month we’ve been exploring what it means to
be disciples of Christ, and disciples first of all are students. Prayer is a way for you, as a disciple of Jesus, to be in touch
with your Teacher. Prayer is a means for you to clean up your heart and your life by talking to Jesus. Psalm 51:10 says:
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” We could all use a heart tune up and a
soul cleansing, as these are difficult days and toxic times. Prayer is one of the means to set things right – because we
are going to the Source of all that is good, we go with our prayers before God Himself, in the name of Jesus, our
Savior. May this be a season of deeper prayer for all of us.
My heart was also warmed by the wonderful message on discipleship from Jack Duiven. Jack is a campus minister on
the University of Michigan campus. Jack grew up in this church, was a camper and counselor at Crystal Conference
Center, went on many youth events and mission trips, is an Eagle Scout, and simply a wonderful young man. He
challenged us to join him in being “boots on the ground” in helping others learn of Jesus and unlearn what isn’t of Jesus.
You’ll find his message in this mailing, and if you would like to join the church in supporting Jack’s ministry you can
reach him at Jack.Duiven@nlcweb.org.
May your heart be warmed by the ministries of this church, and if you are seeking a way to make a difference, we are
looking for people to help in these areas:
More people to shovel snow on Sunday mornings before church
Volunteers to take home the church recycling once a month
People to help others get into the chapel in the icy conditions (we have had several people fall on the ice latelyplease be careful)
Volunteers to help with tech in the sanctuary or to turn the camera on and off at the 11:00 service
Volunteers to work with our children and youth
May the joy of the Lord warm your hearts and souls.
Keep praying and keep the faith - Jill
If you no longer wish to receive the Cascadian mailing, or if you would like it as an email along with other Church
Updates, please contact the church office at office@cascadechristian.com or (616) 949-1360
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (1/30)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Ice Skating - MS/HS

Monday (1/31)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (2/1)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
MSU Night Out - 6:00 PM El Azteco, East Lansing
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Wednesday (2/2)

Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (2/3)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Making Disciples - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (2/4)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
1/16/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $8,415

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Saturday (2/5)

THANK YOU CARDS
" Cascade Christian Church, Thank you so much for the Gaylord Scholarship! It means so much to me and
will be so helpful as I continue my studies. I plan to use it to help cover my travel expenses to and from
school! Once again thank you so much and I truly appreciate it! Thanks, Gracie Sleeman
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GENERAL NEWS

THANK YOU JACOB RELPH

We thank Jacob Relph for working with us for a year and a half as our Worship Leader. Jacob has done an amazing
job, bringing together volunteers to work the tech team and to be members of the worship band. Jacob’s voice and
musical skills have been such a blessing in worship, and we would have struggled during the pandemic without a leader
like him. There will be a party for Jacob in February, and we are collecting a love offering for Jacob on Sunday, January
30 and February 6.
If you know of someone interested in applying for the Worship Leader position, please be in touch with the church office.

LOOKING AHEAD
On February 6 we will celebrate Scout Sunday with Troop 334 and our Adventure Crew as they greet the church
and fill us in on the status of their Troops. We welcome the Scouts as Scouting has been a long tradition here at
Cascade Christian.
On February 13 will be Baptism Sunday at the 9:30 service. All who wish to be baptized by immersion should
contact Pastor Jill at the church office. We celebrate that this baptism service will happen after having had to miss
this last year.
On February 27 we will welcome the return of North Pointe Chorale, a high school choir of incredible talent with a
mission to serve in God’s Kingdom. After a two year absence it will be wonderful to have the students return.

WAYS TO HELP REFUGEES
Samaritas has let us know that they are in need of area rugs of all sizes for their clients. If you have a rug that you
would like to donate, please drop it off at the church
The Social Action and Mission Outreach committee is looking into the possibility of becoming a Co-sponsor to an
Afghan family. Co-sponsorship is where the church walks alongside a family to help them integrate successfully into
the community. No financial support is needed b/c of the amount of grant money being provided by the Federal
government. Co-sponsorship requires a team of individuals willing to give of their time and talents in one or more of
the following areas; housing, transportation, cultural adjustment, schooling, and/or jobs and finance. We, as a
committee, cannot do this without the commitment of individuals working alongside us. Please call the church office,
if you are interested in learning more about this unique opportunity. Thank you, Diane Phelps,
dianephelps2010@gmail.com

SERMON SERIES FOR JANUARY
Our January sermon series is on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Join us as we explore this call to be more
than a Christian – to be a disciple.
January 30: Making Disciples/Then and Now
Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2, Luke 9:57-62
We’ll explore what it was to be a church of disciples, from the early church of Acts 2 until now. Our history of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Cascade Christian Church reflects Acts 2 – the open Bible, the open door, and
the open Table.
February 6: Making Disciples/What is Your Motivation?
Scripture: I Samuel 16:7, I Corinthians 13
What drives you as a disciple? If you are driven just by actions, your faith pool will be shallow. We are called to love, to
not judge, but to see one another as God sees us. When we see as God sees, our motivation is completely realigned –
and always points to love.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique lesson,
playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Over the next few weeks, we will be
looking at the life of Jesus and how He interacted with different people around Him (& how we can imitate Him!).

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are studying the 10 Commandments in January and February! Children are invited to come right up to the
elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see you there! Parents - please contact Adam Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to get involved with Sunday School.

OFFERING - AGAIN, THANK YOU
Our Sunday School class has been collecting an offering since October, and we were able to buy stuffed animals,
sensory toys, and a book for children at Helen DeVos Children’s hospital! Please continue talking with your child about
generosity and what it means to offer what we have to God and to others. Please also continue sending your children
to Sunday School with an offering to be given.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT - JAN. 28TH
Parents' Night Out Returns! On Friday, January 28th,
we are offering a night of free childcare from 6:00 to
8:00pm for children birth - 10 years of age. Dinner will
be
provided!
Email
Adam
Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) or call the church office
to sign up.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to
come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER HERE
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL

This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MEMBERSHIP CLASS - MAKING DISCIPLES
6th-12th graders are invited to take part in a life changing class here at Cascade Christian Church. We will host a class
called “Making Disciples” and in this class you learn what it really means to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.
Classes will be held Thursdays in January (replacing Be Bold) 4:15-5:45 PM. If you are interested in this class please
email Adam at acarlson@cascadechristian.com or Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com

ICE SKATING
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be going to Patterson Ice Arena to go Ice Skating on January
30th. We will be meeting in the church parking lot at 12:00 PM and we will drive over in the Church Van. Bring $10
for skate rental. If money is an issue, please let us know! We will be back at Cascade Christian Church at 3:00 PM.

CABERFAE SKI TRIP
The Caberfae ski trip was postponed and will now take place Saturday, February 19. We will meet at the church at 9
AM, the cost is $40 per person. If you would like to go please contact Michael Dirksen. His email
ismdirksen@cascadechristian.com.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would
like to be a Counselor in Training at Elementary
Camp or go to the Middle School or High School
camp, please go to CampCrystal.org and click on
registrations. You can register online. The cost of
registration will go up May 1st, so please register
ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow
the QR Code below or call the Church Office to
apply for a scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER HERE
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1.23.2021 SERMON: THE JOURNEY OF DISCIPLESHIP
Good morning! It’s a pleasure to be with you this morning - whether you’re here in person or watching right now via Livestream.
Welcome. Pastor Jill, thank you for inviting me to speak! It’s a special gift for me to be here in this church, in this sanctuary, to talk
about the Journey of Discipleship. I was baptized right back there. I learned about this man, Jesus, here. You could say my Journey
of Discipleship started here…20 years ago?
Indeed my Journey of Discipleship started here. I learned about God and found him overwhelming and mysterious – but I was
drawn to him. My journey continued as I went off to college and there I was confronted with my own sinfulness, my need for
repentance. For the past eight years I have worked as a missionary - not overseas, far away, in whatever country or part of the
world might come to mind for you. I seek to plant and water gospel seeds in a field I have come to care about deeply: on the college
campus at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, MI just a short two hours from here.
In inviting me to speak this morning, Jill mentioned I could lean heavily into my role as the “boots on the ground” of discipleship, so to
speak. Someone on the front lines of shaping future disciples of Jesus. I’ve spent over a decade entrenched in U of M culture and it is
what I know best, so let me tell you about it briefly. Michigan is a self-important place. It is perennially listed among the top public
universities in the country. Their endowment - the pile of money they sit on that makes more money because it’s already a lot of
money - is almost comically large, something like 17 billion dollars (MSU’s is around 3.5 million). Michigan grads dot the globe
everywhere, the largest active alumni base of any university in the world, and from the moment you step on campus to begin your
Michigan journey you are invited to embody what it means to be a Wolverine. And where does that Michigan journey lead?
If you believe the recruiters, the admissions officers, the administrators, and even most alumni, it leads to good paying jobs and a
world class higher education. Nothing wrong with that. It leads to positions of success and influence, and power and status. Heck –
Darth Vader is a wolverine! And although there have been some recent, publicly acknowledged institutional failings,
embarrassments deservedly so, U of M is still a place where people hear a lot about their potential and they are invited to seek out
greatness. Do you know how I know this? In short, the journey leads in the direction of those three humble words that get sung in
one of the most popular and known Fight Songs in America, Hail to the Victors…it leads towards “the Leaders and Best.”
But when Jesus invites his disciples to follow him, he describes that journey differently. I chose a passage for us this morning that
highlights this. What is the Christian Journey of Discipleship really about? What does Jesus ask of the people who follow him, the
disciples of Christ? Let’s read Matthew 20:20-28.
Matthew 20:20-28 A Mother’s Request
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21 “What is it you
want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your
kingdom.” 22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,”
they answered.23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead,
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
I’m not going to bury the lead for us all this morning, alright? Jesus wasn’t really one to do that either.
The Journey of Discipleship is about becoming a servant.
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1.23.2021 SERMON: THE JOURNEY OF DISCIPLESHIP
The Journey of Discipleship is about becoming a servant. Sounds simple, right? It might not sound fun, but seems fairly
straightforward, perhaps? In my experience, though, learning to be a servant is not a process that is always obvious, easy, or neat.
James and John’s request (or technically their mother’s request) is just one of many moments which demonstrates how even Jesus’
closest followers didn’t always get it. Theirs was often a winding, bumbling path to understanding - much like ours. They request
places of honor; they vie straight for positions of authority and status. This was the way of the world - the prevailing - or only definition of greatness they had. Until Jesus gives them a new one.
If you read the Gospel accounts of Jesus and his followers, it is remarkable how patient Jesus is with people, especially the twelve.
Even with pretty much daily instruction from Jesus, being his disciple wasn’t a smooth road, free of potholes and side paths. On the
whole, Jesus is patient, explaining parables more at length, repeating teachings.
Except there’s this one time…Last week Pastor Jill referenced Matthew 16, a moment where Simon Peter aces the Discipleship test.
Do you remember this? Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah…And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven…
After this, Jesus exhorts his disciples to carry their own cross, a hugely important call, and that’s no easy invitation either. But in
between! Pastor Jill skipped over reading this part, but it is a little alarming. Peter just got told he would be given the keys to the
kingdom of heaven, but in verse 22 he takes Jesus aside and begins to rebuke Jesus for saying that he would soon suffer many
things and that he must be killed. And Jesus, who just publicly praised and blessed Peter, says “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” (!!!)
My experience helping college students become disciples of Jesus is sometimes like this. The disciples journey can look like two steps
forward, one step back. Or one step forward, and two steps back. It can look like seemingly mastering a teaching of Jesus in one
area of life, just really crushing it with how Godly you are acting in one specific relationship, and then, just…blowing it somewhere
else. Why is this? Have you ever felt this? If only the Discipleship Journey was such that we could lock our eyes on the concerns of
God, not merely human concerns, and then never stray from it. If only.
Sometimes I am the one - hopefully gently, hopefully done in love - pointing out the dissonance I see in a student’s life, and other
times I am the one confronted with my own tendency to judge and humiliate. One day I am inviting a student to take a step back
and consider how they are treating their roommates, which from my vantage point is actually pretty poorly, but they don’t see it
because their roommate is also treating them pretty poorly, and at some point someone is going to need to surrender and change.
The next day I am confronted with how I’m the one who needs to surrender and apologize to my roommate for sinning against him.
What about you? What has journeying towards servanthood looked like for you?
The Journey of Discipleship isn’t obvious, easy, or neat.
After Jesus turns down the brothers’ request, the other disciples hear about it and are “indignant.” And Jesus uses this moment as an
opportunity to teach them once more about the journey of discipleship.
25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise
authority over them. 26 Not so with you.
I love those words from Jesus. Not so with you. Another translation says “But among you it will be different.” If you were here a few
weeks back, Pastor Jill spoke on the definition of a disciple. Who remembers it? If you are a disciple of Jesus, you repent. If you are a
disciple of Jesus, you follow Him. And if you are a disciple of Jesus, He is your teacher, you are His student; you learn from Jesus.
You can’t be a disciple without these three – repent, follow, learn.
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1.23.2021 SERMON: THE JOURNEY OF DISCIPLESHIP
As I read this teaching here in Matthew, I’m struck by the fact that Jesus not only invites them to learn something, but to unlearn
something. Not so with you. Jesus says, “the Gentile leaders, the Roman authorities, your beloved alma matter, they act this way.
And that’s what you’ve seen. That’s what you know. Now unlearn it. Remove that idea of greatness and power from your mental
maps - and then replace it. If you’re my disciple, if that’s the journey you’re on, among you, it will be different.”
The Journey of Discipleship doesn’t just involve learning from Jesus, but unlearning what’s not from Jesus.
Unlearning is so hard, isn’t it?! To reprint your brain, to paint over old ways of acting that have probably “worked” for you - in some
way at least - for quite a long time? That is difficult work. Slow work. But crucially important work, in the life of a disciple.
The Apostle Paul says so, in similar language, in Ephesians 4.
Ephesians 4:17–24 (NLT): With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no longer as the Gentiles do, for they are hopelessly confused.
18 Their minds are full of darkness; they wander far from the life God gives because they have closed their minds and hardened
their hearts against him. 19 They have no sense of shame. They live for lustful pleasure and eagerly practice every kind of impurity.
20 But that isn’t what you learned about Christ. 21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from
him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let the
Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.
One of my favorite parts of ministry with students happens over the course of one week every year. It’s coming up - it’s Michigan’s
Spring Break week, in late February or early March, where students get a week off from classes and schoolwork, and my church
organizes trips for students. These trips are basically a ministry leader's dream - 6 or 7 uninterrupted days full of opportunities to
help students learn the ways of Jesus, and unlearn ways of the world that are not of Jesus. We often revisit one theme each day
with different lenses on, sitting at the feet of Jesus, wrestling with him, sharing with each other what we’re learning (and
unlearning). And over the course of that one week, set aside for paying particular attention to God, there is transformation.
Here are some ways I’ve seen Jesus bring transformation:
I’ve watched countless students unlearn the notion that church is just a side- or extra-curricular activity to make you feel better,
and for the family of God to become truly like a family in their eyes
I’ve watched one friend, Ryan, unlearn this idea that true joy comes from money, a degree, a job, a set of possessions, or what
people thought of him. In it’s placed he learned - at a deep, heart level, not just in his head - that true joy comes from the love
of Jesus Christ, experiencing that, and showing it to others
I’ve sat with students as they confess sin and receive God’s grace. There’s nothing like unlearning the idea that you are
unredeemable, irreparably broken, and learning that you are loved deeply by God. They don’t sit and wallow in self pity - they
reenter the world with renewed confidence, their heads high, their egos low. All because of doing the hard work to unlearn and
to learn from Jesus
Let me just say: growing to better recognize what is of Jesus, of the Kingdom of God, and what isn’t - that, I think, is another whole
sermon. But reading Jesus’ words/teachings is a fine place to start. And beginning to evaluate, to examine, your own beliefs and
definitions - that is another way to progress on the discipleship journey.
So what about you? What might you need to unlearn in your life? What default way of seeing the world might need to be
replaced and redeemed, through Jesus’ teaching?
Let’s return to his teaching in Matthew 20. 26b Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and
whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
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1.23.2021 SERMON: THE JOURNEY OF DISCIPLESHIP
This level of inversion, of the role of master and slave/servant, sounds radical to us; it would have been even more radical to hear in
Jesus’s day. Counting servants as mere equals was scandalous enough, and Jesus seems to go even further. And after giving a
negative example of what not to do in verse 25, he graciously gives an example of what to do in verse 28. Imitate the Son of Man
(he’s speaking about himself), and follow his example of servanthood.
The Journey of Discipleship is about becoming a servant.
A small soap box moment for me here. College students (really, all young people, most of the time, in the eyes of those older) have
a reputation for being…lazy partiers. And do not get me wrong - much of this reputation is well earned. Millennials (my generation)
gain a reputation and those generations younger than me all have their own words attached to their rep…Entitled. Glued to screens.
Etc
But I have discovered that these are often simply misbeliefs, ones I regularly try to unlearn. Or at least if these characterizations are
true, they aren’t true forever. You know this, you see it. Students are capable of amazing acts of service towards one another. They
are willing to admit when they are wrong (to repent) - often more quickly and frequently than older people. They take Jesus’s
words seriously and then go out and obey them. Not all the time, sure. Remember the journey of discipleship isn’t obvious or easy or
neat. But by God’s grace, I hope that the students I work with are imprinting habits of being, now, that are preparing them for lives
of servanthood from here on out. For the rest of their lives.
And let me tell you - watching someone travel from living a self-centered life that is exclusively about them, their hopes, their
dreams, ambitions, future successes - into a person who is concerned about other peoples’ successes, others’ dreams, others’ wellbeing? Becoming a person who looks not only to their own interests, but to the interests of others, like it says in Philippians 2? That is
beautiful to witness, and it is miraculous. I don’t care if it is a young person or old! It is wild thing to behold, because it can only be
explained by the love of Jesus taking root in someone’s heart. That’s the only explanation for it, I think.
Despite our waywardness, despite our rebellion, God chose to adopt us into his family anyways, out of love. Due to no merit of our
own, God chooses us, and we can choose him back because Jesus gave us life as a ransom for us. This is the Gospel. This is Good
News.
I want to make one final claim this morning, if you’ll allow me. And it has to do with that short phrase used to describe me, one I
think is true and that I leaned into briefly earlier, that as a campus missionary I am “boots on the ground” of discipleship. I agree - I
consider myself in this way often.
But let’s press into that phrase together. As opposed to the one doing the theorizing, or someone who is just talking talk, boots on the
ground refers to the ones who are actually physically present, who are actually doing the embodied work, to achieve something.
Right?
If you are a disciple of Jesus, if you have passed the discipleship test, if you are on the Journey of Discipleship, you are boots on the
ground of discipleship. Do you believe this? If you are married, you are not just a passive bystander to your spouse’s journey of
following Jesus. You play a part in forming them, of ushering them towards servanthood and the life of Christ or away from it. If
you are a parent you definitely are boots on the ground! You shape and mold young hearts, you teach!
I’m a fan of an author who writes often about daily habits and how important they are in each of our lives, and he just released a
book about habits “within the household.” It’s a parenting book, basically, and he’s fond of saying in that book: “We become our
habits, and our kids become us.” There’s a lot packed into that tiny statement but the point is that on the journey of discipleship, we
play a part in pointing each other to or away from Jesus. Maybe you aren’t married, or a parent, but even so this truth applies to
you. We are the boots, our collective life within the church the ground.
So let us be a community of disciples committed to traveling the journey of discipleship together. That journey isn’t obvious, easy, or
neat. That journey involves learning and unlearning from Jesus. And ultimately, that journey leads towards servanthood, and each of
us has an active role to play. May God empower each of us for the journey. Amen.
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