
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
“See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to
you.” Isaiah 42:9

Dear Cascade Christian Church,

Happy New Year!  Not only are we in a new year, but on January 1st we began a new partnership within our
denomination, the Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ). The Michigan Region of our church is now in partnership with
the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) of Illinois and Wisconsin. We celebrated this on Sunday with a special video
introduction and sermon from our new Regional Minister, the Reverend Teresa Dulyea Parker, who was welcomed to
this role by our beloved retired Regional Minister Eugene James. This is a partnership, not a merger, meaning we will
still have our own Regional Board, we still own Camp Crystal, and we still maintain our own Regional finances. It does
mean we have sold our Regional Office building in Lansing. Our administrative office is now within First Christian
Church of Lansing, headed by Office Administrator Jessica Burton, who is extremely good at keeping the Michigan
churches together and informed.

Our new Regional Minister, the Reverend Teresa Dulyea Parker, is a native of First Christian Church of Muskegon,
currently living in Illinois. Teresa has been and continues to be the Regional Minister of Illinois and Wisconsin, and many
of us have worked with Teresa and appreciate the skills she brings to our three states. We also have Regional Associate
ministers closer to home– and our new Regional Associate Minister for the western part of Michigan is Peter Morgan,
Pastor at Cowden Lake Christian Church. Pete is well known to many of us, has preached here before, and will be a
wonderful Associate Regional Minister to our church and the West Michigan Disciples churches near us. Pastor Bob
Larimer will minister to the northern churches, and the Apostle John Harvey will be the Associate Regional Minister to
the churches on the east side of our state.
 
This is a fresh start, a new beginning, a new way of being church that reflects changing times. This partnership allows
us to be much better stewards of the resources we have as we don’t duplicate efforts, but work in concert with
Wisconsin and Illinois. This is also a fresh start, a new beginning that will breathe fresh and new life into our camping
program, and into the search and call process as we look for our next minister. Most of all, we are now joining sisters
and brothers in Christ, today our family has grown!
Praise God for a fresh start and a new beginning!

Keep the faith and God’s blessings to you in 2022,
Jill
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NO SERMON IN THE CASCADIAN
Just a note -- there is no sermon in the Cascadian this week, if you would like to view the sermon and
are having difficulty accessing it online, please call the church office. See information about our new
Regional Partnership in this newsletter.



WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM 
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM

Soul Warmers - 2-4:00 PM
Worship Committee - 5:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
SAMO Meeting 7:00 PM
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes - 6:30 PM 
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Making Disciples - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Sunday (1/9)

Monday (1/10)

Tuesday (1/11)

Wednesday (1/12)

Thursday (1/13)

Friday (1/14)

Saturday (1/15)

Financial giving for
the week ending in

1/2/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given 1/2/2022:

$4,214
Given 12/30/2021:

$13,976
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NEW BIBLE STUDY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASS AT 6:30PM

January 5: The Disciples – A Historical Sketch
January 12: The Disciples and Christian Thought on the Trinity and Scripture
January 19: The Disciples and Worship, and the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
January 26: The Disciples and Missions, Unity, and Moral-Ethical Issues

The Wednesday night adult Bible study will resume on January 5.
The class will be meeting on the second floor of the Education Building, and will be moving across the
hall to the 3rd-5th grade classroom.
We will be studying “A Handbook for Today’s Disciples” by Duane Cummins, looking at who we are as
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Join us for one or all of the sessions that interest you:

BOY SCOUT TROOP 334 CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING
Our Scout Troop 334 will be providing Christmas tree and wreath recycling this year. Leave your tree
or wreath at the curb and they will pick it up and recycle it for you at only $10 per item. This is a great
fund raiser for the Troop, and a way to protect our environment. The pick-up day will be Sunday,
January 9. Please contact the Troop at www.bsa334.com to set up your pickup time.

http://www.bsa334.com/
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GENERAL NEWS

SERMON SERIES FOR JANUARY
Beginning January 9 there will be a series of sermons on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Join us as we explore this call to be more than a Christian – to be a disciple.

January 9: Making Disciples Sermon series begins “Definition of a Disciple”
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus? We call ourselves the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). We identify as Christians, but there is so much more to being a disciple. Being a disciple
involves repenting, following, and learning.

January 16: Making Disciples/Passing the Discipleship Test
Scripture: Matthew 22:37-40, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 14:15
As a disciple, we are not our own, we belong to Jesus, and we are invited to follow the requirements of
a disciple. Being saved by grace, the requirements of all disciples are to obey and to love. How are we
going in passing that test?

January 23: Making Disciples/Then and Now
Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2, Luke 9:57-62
We’ll explore what it was to be a church of disciples, from the early church of Acts 2 until now. Our
history of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Cascade Christian Church reflects Acts 2 – the
open Bible, the open door, and the open Table.

January 30: Making Disciples/What is Your Motivation?
Scripture: I Samuel 16:7, I Corinthians 13
What drive you as a disciple? If you are driven just by actions, your faith pool will be shallow. We are
called to love, to not judge, but to see one another as God sees us. When we see as God sees, our
motivation is completely realigned – and always points to love.

February 6: Making Disciples/Why Baptism?
Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 1:1-11
What difference does baptism make? It is an identifying mark on us, marking us as part of the family
of God. If your baptism was long ago, you are still marked. How does your baptism reflect in your life?

1 2 3 4 PRAYER
1 = JANUARY      23 = THE 23RD      4 = 4 P.M.      PRAYER = PRAYER
The elders of the church invite you to a prayer service on Sunday, January 23 at 4:00PM in the chapel.
As challenging times continue, joining as God’s people in prayer helps! The prayer service will be led by
Pastor and Elder Armand Aronson, and will be an opportunity to pray for the hurts of the world, the
challenges in our community, and the pain and grief that we all carry. Personal prayer can be
requested, and there will be singing and time for silent prayer as well.
Please plan to join us.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique
lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Come learn more about God, and
hang out with some of your friends from Elementary Camp! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Starting in the new year we will be going through the 10 Commandments. Come right up to the elementary room at
9:30AM (we will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

THANK YOU
Our Sunday School class has been collecting an offering since October, and we were able this month to buy stuffed
animals, sensory toys, and a book for children at Helen DeVos Children’s hospital! Please continue talking with your
child about generosity and what it means to offer what we have to God and to others.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT - DEC. 28TH
Parents' Night Out Returns! On Friday, January 28th, we
are offering a night of free childcare  from 6:00 to 8:00pm
for children 3 months - 10 years of age. Dinner will be
provided! Email Adam Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) or call the church office to
sign up.

SUMMER IS COMING!
Summer is coming and we have a load of great events for you all
that we want you to put on your calendars. They are as follows:
Elementary Camp: June 18th - 24th (Campers arrive on June 19th)
Mackinac Island: June 27th-29th
Middle School & High School Camp: July 10th-16th
Vacation Bible School: July 25th-29th
Immersion Trip (and White Water Rafting!): July 30th - August 3rd

GENERAL NEWS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
A big thanks to all who donated items for the New American program welcoming the Afghan
Refugees to our community. We were able to provide 4 Cooking and 4 Cleaning Kits and many winter
outerwear items. A great start for a new life!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

MEMBERSHIP CLASS - MAKING DISCIPLES
6th-12th graders are invited to take part in a life changing class here at Cascade Christian Church. We will host a class
called “Making Disciples” and in this class you learn what it really means to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.
Classes will be held Thursdays in January (replacing Be Bold) 4:15-5:45 PM. If you are interested in this class please
email Adam at acarlson@cascadechristian.com or Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com

CABERFAE SKI TRIP
The Caberfae ski trip was postponed and will now take place
Saturday, February 12. We will meet at the church at 10 AM, the cost
is $40 per person. If you would like to go please contact Michael
Dirksen. His email is mdirksen@cascadechristian.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
Middle School Madness is returning on January 21st from 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. (high schoolers are welcome to help!)
Join us for games, food, and a fun Friday evening!

ROCK CLIMBING
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be going to
Inside Moves in Byron Center to go rock climbing on January 16th. We
will be meeting in the church parking lot at 12:00 PM and we will drive
over in the Church Van. Bring $22 for rock climbing and wear good
shoes! If money is an issue, please let us know! We will be back at
Cascade Christian Church at 300 PM.

ICE SKATING
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be going to
Patterson Ice Arena to go Ice Skating on January 30th. We will be
meeting in the church parking lot at 12:30 PM and we will drive over in
the Church Van. Bring $10 for skate rental If money is an issue, please
let us know! We will be back at Cascade Christian Church at 300 PM.

SUMMER IS COMING!
Summer is coming and we have a load of great events for you all that
we want you to put on your calendars. They are as follows:
Elementary Camp: June 18th - 24th (Campers arrive on June 19th)
Mackinac Island: June 27th-29th
Middle School & High School Camp: July 10th-16th
Vacation Bible School: July 25th-29th
Immersion Trip (and White Water Rafting!): July 30th - August 3rd
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