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Week 81

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
There is so much that is positive happening at your church. In all of the less than good news out there, it is wonderful to
be able to meet face to face again, to worship together, to have our fall classes meeting, to have AA, Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts, the Adventure Crew, the Exercise Class, Soul Warmers, Game Night, and other groups meeting on a weekly
basis. Cascade Christian has always been a community church, and I see that lived out in abundance this fall in many
positive ways.
Many thanks to the crews who hosted the chapel open house this last weekend for Cascade Heritage Day: Gladys
Fletcher, Shirley Folkertsma, Jane Wood, Steve Dirksen, Susan Mozley, and Joanne King. The wonderful history displays
(created by Nancy Gaskell and Jane Wood) are in the chapel basement for a couple of weeks – please stop by and
check them out.
And many thanks to all who helped at the 5K Race Aid Station: Steve Dirksen, Austin Crandell and Aaron, Jane and
Harland Warner, Laura Wood, John and Gail Duchon, and Pam Dykhuizen. We had so much fun cheering on the
runners and supporting our community.
The SAMO (Social Action/Mission Outreach) Committee has many positive ways for us to continue this great tradition
of reaching out to our neighbors by supporting a Family Promise Donation Drive during the month of October. Family
Promise is a leading national nonprofit addressing family homelessness, providing homelessness prevention, emergency
shelter, workforce development, education, financial capability, health, and wellness. Our support of Family Promise helps
our local neighbors who are experiencing homelessness with what they need to make a positive change in their lives.
Our fall donation drive centers on things starting with the letter “P” – standing for promise and makings a positive
difference. Please bring in: Pam cooking spray, peanut butter, pasta sauce, popcorn, and (new) pillows. Our collection will
run through the end of the month.
Another way we can reach out in the name of Jesus is the Rippling Hope workday on Saturday, October 2. We will
meet at the church at 7:30AM, be back about 7:30PM, bring a water bottle, work clothes and gloves, and your own
lunch and snacks. Detroit is our neighbor, and Rippling Hope is supported by the Michigan Region of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) as a positive, hands on, local way to make a difference in the lives of others.
Have courage, hold on to what is positive, and keep the faith! Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (10/3)

Monday (10/4)

Tuesday (10/5)

Wednesday (10/6)

Thursday (10/7)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship - 9:30, 11:00 AM

Book Club Advocates - 11:30 AM(Coffee House)
Worship Meeting - 5:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)

Wednesday Night Classes 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study "The Chosen"
Wednesday Jubilee – Elementary School
Youth Group – Middle & High School
Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
9/26/2021:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $5,453.69

Greif Share - 10:00AM (Coffee House)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed

Friday (10/8)

Men's Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Saturday (10/9)

Diversity and Inclusion Group - 9:00AM (High
School Room)

MEALS MINISTRY
All who would like to help with meals for the Zeeryp family, please contact the church office or call
Darcy Hartley. Scott is back home, being cared for Melissa, and meals are to be dropped off in a cooler
on the porch of the Zeeryp home, or we can arrange for them to be delivered.
Casseroles, lasagna, and anything chocolate are appreciated.
Thank you for caring for this beloved family.

MASKING AT CHURCH
At the September 16 Board meeting, the Church Board voted to change our policy from requiring
masks for our indoor gatherings to highly recommending that everyone wear a mask.
Thank you for your patience as we continue to follow the CDC recommendations to keep the church
family safe.
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
RIPPLING HOPE
On October 2nd, we will be meeting at the Church to do a volunteer day with Rippling Hope. We will
be meeting at 7:30am. We will be back at church by 7:30pm. If you would like to sign up, please
contact Michael.

ROBINETTES

On October 31st after Sunday School we will be going
to Robinettes apple orchard. We will be doing the corn
maze, eating doughnuts, and having a fun filled fall
day. Meet at the church at 12:00pm and we will be
back at church by 3:00pm. Bring some spending
money for snacks or other things you may want at
Robinettes.

EVENT SIGN UP
We are so excited to get youth group underway. Adam and I have a lot of fun
stuff planned for you this year, and we just want to make sure you have all the
dates. We will be going to Spring Hill for a winter retreat, Mackinac Island, on
a mission trip, and doing some fundraisers to help pay for these events as well.
If you'd like to help out or you know that your child would like to participate,
please fill out the form. Let Michael know if you have any questions.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are doing Sunday School at 11:00 AM. We are working our way through the whole
bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00 AM (we will not be dismissing from Church). We
hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is up and running again. We are following the lessons in Sunday
School and learning more about what we learned that week in Sunday School, so it won't be the same
content, but will reinforce what we discussed there. Our first week was a huge success. We hope to
see you here each week!
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our 9:30 Sunday School (Pre-K – 5th Grade) is moving to a Children’s Worship Service model.
Starting on October 3rd, kids will start up in the Elementary Room at 9:30. They are no longer coming
into the sanctuary with their family. We’ll have music and an offering in addition to our lessons,
games, and crafts. Parents are asked to pick their kids up from the classroom when the worship service
is over.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
GAYLORD COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
The application is online and available in the church office. Applications are due November 1st, and the
scholarship is open to all active church members

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The young adult bible study is starting back up. We are meeting on Tuesday nights from 7:00-8:30 at
Michael Dirksen's house (739 College Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503). If you would like to
participate or you know someone that would like to participate, please contact Michael at 616.283.9744
and we will get you involved!

ADULT MINISTRIES
ADULT CLASSES
Grief Share:
The Grief Share support group will resume on Thursday, October 7 from 10:00-11:30AM. The support
group will meet in person in the Coffee House for 13 sessions, covering all aspects of grieving, using the
excellent materials provided by Grief Share. To register contact Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com or call the
church office for more information.
Wednesday Night Adult Class: “The Chosen”: Begins September 22 at 6:30PM
Join us for an 8 week session watching the acclaimed series “The Chosen”. This amazing series has grasped
people’s hearts and attention as they see Jesus through the eyes of those who met Him. This series covers the
early life of Jesus, his first miracles, and the recruitment of the twelve disciples. This is a fresh look at how
Jesus embarks to change the world.
Join us in the adult classroom on the second floor of the Education Building from 6:30-8:00PM. Bring a Bible
as we will look at the book of Luke each night to read and study the passages from the movie. Infant and
toddler care are available upon request, and children and youth programs are provided.
Book Club:
Our fall book club will be doing a short study of the book “Advocates” by Pastor Dhati Lewis. The book is
available at Baker Bookhouse, and the study will be four weeks long. Plan to meet in person, in the coffee
house from 11:30AM-12:30PM on Mondays, including and October 4, 11 and 18. All are welcomed to join in,
and bring your lunch if you’re on your noon hour.
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RIPPLING HOPE

GENERAL NEWS

We would like to include Middle and High school students, parents, and other adult volunteers to represent
Cascade Christian in this outreach event. Volunteers will help with yard clean-up, small painting tasks, and
other jobs for residents of Detroit. There are also indoor tasks like organization at Rippling Hope's warehouse in
the office and storage areas.
October 2nd, Leave from church at 7:30 AM, work from about 9:30-4:00, then return home by 6:30-7:00.
Bring a water bottle, bag lunch, and work gloves. If working outside wear closed toe shoes and dress for the
weather. Tools will be supplied however you can bring your own yard tools if you prefer.
Contact: Diane Phelps at dianephelps2010@gmail.com, Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com, or
the church office if you have questions and to RSVP.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION GROUP
One of the priorities of the Christian Church Michigan Region is to work together to end racism. The Diversity
and Inclusion group of Cascade Christian Church invites everyone to meet on Saturday, October 9 at 9AM in
the high school classroom to discuss issues of racism and steps we can take as a church and as individuals to
work towards being inclusive. Please contact group leader John Duchon for more information.

FAMILY PROMISE DRIVE BY SAMO
The Social Action and Outreach committee is holding a Family Promise Donation drive October 10-31.
The following items were selected as most needed
Pam Cooking Spray
Peanut Butter
Pasta Sauce
Popcorn
Pillows
Collection boxes will be in the church narthex and the church office. Contact Diane Phelps with
questions.

DAYS FOR GIRLS WORKSHOP
Assembling, ironing, cutting, and stitching sustainable menstrual kits for young women.
October 16, 1-4
November 20, 1-4
Centennial Hall.
All skill levels, sewers and non-sewers alike. Contact Diane Phelps (email dianephelps2010@gmail.com), or call
the church office.
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9.26.2021 SERMON: COURAGE TO STAND
A wealthy Boston businessman, who was well known for being ruthless and unethical, told Mark Twain that before
he died, he wanted to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. He said that when he got there, he wanted to climb to
Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments, and when at the mountain top he would read the
Ten Commandments aloud. “I have a better idea,” replied Twain, in his typical wit, “You could stay in Boston and
keep them.”
Twain nailed it - I believe that Jesus would have preferred that the businessman stay in Boston and keep the
commandments as well. I like this example of how Twain stood up for what was right, instead of going with the
pageantry of what culture might demand. Too often critics of Christianity are right, we can be all about looking
good, instead of doing good. It took courage for Twain to speak up to corrupt wealth or misused power, it takes
courage to stand up for what is right in the eyes of God, especially when it seems you stand alone.
This wealthy businessman reminds me of King Nebuchadnezzar in the book of Daniel. There are times when people
want to appear to do what’s right – when really, it’s about their is self-promotion. But, what we say, what we do,
especially under pressure, says a lot about our character. It takes courage to stand up, to speak the truth, to honor
God. It also takes courage to sit down, to listen, to obey God – we see both kinds of courage in Daniel’s story
Daniel - sometimes all we remember about him is what we learned in Sunday School with the lions’ den. We’ve
seen his courage as a captive in a Babylon, serving in the court of a pagan king. Daniel and his friends did not forget
who they were - children of God. We’ve seen Daniel’s courage as God used him, just as he was, to tell King
Nebuchadnezzar his dream and what the dream meant. Courage comes from the heart, it is a choice to act, to do
something out of love. Daniel’s love for God, his faith in the God of his ancestors, remains strong, and he is our
example of choosing strength and courage in challenging times. Today we are going to look at having the courage to
stand up for and in the Kingdom of God.
So last week we heard about King Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and his dream of a statue - interpreted by
Daniel to mean that lesser kingdoms would come after the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. The king must have continued
to have statues on his mind, here’s what happens in chapter 3: King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty
cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. An aside here – this
statue would be 90-100 feet high, and he set this up about six miles out of town. 2 He then summoned the satraps,
prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the
dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges,
magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. We know Nebuchadnezzar is king of a mighty empire, and
he has a large court of all kinds of officials who do his bidding, but there are four who stand out, Daniel, Shadrack,
Meshach, and Abednego.
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to
do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall
down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and
worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”
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9.26.2021 SERMON: COURAGE TO STAND
Daniel’s story was passed down in an oral tradition as well as written word – and the repetition of the lists of officials
and musical instruments makes for interesting spoken word. We see again that Nebuchadnezzar repeats what he
did in chapters 1 and 2, if people don’t immediately do his bidding, they will die. Even under this threat, the first two
of the Ten Commandments are to have no other gods before God, and don’t worship an idol. But Daniel’s friends
know who they are, and that God can use them just as they are, so you can guess that they refuse the order.
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar,
“May the king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, and that
whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. But there are some Jews whom
you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no
attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”
Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought
before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not
serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute,
zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very
good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be
able to rescue you from my hand?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves
before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from
it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
This is the second time these three men have been at odds with the King, the second time their lives are on the line.
They were threatened with death for not knowing the King’s dream, so they turned to God and prayed. They knew
where their help came from. And here they are, being threatened again. They answer the king – we do not need to
defend ourselves in this matter – can you imagine saying that?!? What they’ve said is, “You’re right King, we will not
and have not bowed to worship your statue.” They admit that they obey a higher power, which is the word of the
Lord, which is far above the command of a king.
They then said something we ought to hold closer – God is able – God is able to deliver them, and the same goes
for us. These men have confidence in the Lord. This is complete submission to the will of God. This is absolute trust.
At Bible study on Wednesday nights we are watching the series “The Chosen” – a look at Jesus through the eyes of
those who were near him. The people then saw how able Jesus was, they saw how Jesus changes everything. They
couldn’t contain the news or their joy, they shared it, and some even died as they witnessed for Christ. Shadrack,
Meshach, and Abednego are willing to do the same. They stand for God.
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Then there are their words in verse 18- But even if he does not – even if God would not save them from the
furnace, they would not worship a false god. They knew God could deliver them, God had done so before, and they
also know that God might not choose to do so this time. Faith in God doesn’t mean God grants your every request.
Faith in God might mean you don’t get the victory or the deliverance you hope for, but you trust God anyway. You
stand up for God, and with God. In this powerful statement Daniel’s friends are saying their lives are unimportant –
faith and obedience are what matters most. They choose to stand up for God, with God, whatever the cost.
How about you? There may have been those times when you were at that crossroads – to stay with God and resist
evil or go the way of culture, the way of a persuasive friend, to go with the crowd, to do what you knew wrong. It
is an incredible act of courage to stick with God, to stay faithful, to remain who you are and be used just as you are.
These three young men chose death over doing wrong, a fiery end rather than worship a false god. That is deep
faith, that is incredible courage, courage born out of love for the Lord God Almighty.
You probably haven’t been asked to bow to a statue lately – but what false gods beckon? People seem anxious,
angry, uncertain, and pulled apart by the tensions we live in. It is hard to hold it together, it can be hard to
remember what matters. As followers of Christ our priority has to be to love God, love one another, to have the
courage to be humble, be kind. What will you choose -to disobey God, or resist the pressure and face the fiery
furnace? I think for many of us the fiery furnace is our workplace or classroom. Those are places where our morals
and ethics are on full display. How we behave on the job tells everyone around us everything they need to know
about our values and our faith. A question for today would be – how do you stand up?
Maybe your fiery furnace is your family – they know you inside and out, your strengths, your flaws, and when you
grow deeper in Christ, they can be the crucible that refines your gold. Can you stand in faith when your family
challenges you, throws your past in front of you? How do you stand up?
Maybe your fiery furnace is your inner life- the voice in your head saying you’re not enough, not good enough,
smart enough, rich enough. Sometimes the person you need to stand up for is you. How do you stand up?
Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednego stood for God – they wouldn’t bow to worship an idol, so they were bound
tight, the furnace was heated to the extremes, seven times hotter than normal, and Nebuchadnezzar’s strongest
soldiers were ordered to throw the three men into the furnace. The soldiers perished in the heat, and as
Nebuchadnezzar watched, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell into the flames.
And then 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there
three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I
see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 26
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
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The thing is, when threatened with a fiery furnace, we aren’t alone. There were four, not three men, in the furnace –
and one of them looked like the Son of God – Nebuchadnezzar knew, even though he worshipped other gods, he
knew this fourth person was divine. Was this Jesus Himself, or a foreshadowing of Jesus, or the Spirit of God, or God
Himself? People debate about this – and I would just say yes, that somehow the men were not alone, that God was
there, Jesus was there, the Spirit was with them, and the men were saved. And God has not changed, God is with
you in your fiery furnace, and will save you, no matter how high the heat.
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal
advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads
singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said,
“Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship
any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”
No other god can save this way because there is one God, God the Almighty Creator, Father of us all. No other
god can save this way – because there are no other gods. And this God, our God, is with us, always, in the fire, in
the flood, in the pandemic, in the earthquake, in the pain, in the uncertainty, in the chaos. There is no god like God,
our God, who is with us, always.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remind us to stand for our God who stands with us. So what will you stand
for? Who will you bow to? I have no doubt that you’ll have the chance to stand for God many times this next week
– Daniel and his friends courageously choose to stand for godly values right from the beginning of their captivity.
They took a stand, they refused to go along to get along. And that’s the challenge before each one of us – to
determine what is right and wrong, which is a matter of intellect, and then to summon the courage and conviction to
do what is right, which comes not from your head, but in faith, from deep within your heart. Daniel and friends
settled in their hearts to stand for God, and did not waiver, they had moral backbone, they had each other for
encouragement and support, and their God, our God, was with them.
Your choices are before you- at work, school, family, in your head – to choose to do what is right. It will cost you –
but God will give you what you need to get through, God always does. Friends, stand for what is right in the eyes
of God – after all, the cost of losing your integrity is infinitely greater than whatever it costs you to keep it. Take
courage, hold on, and stand with God. Amen and Amen.

9

