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Week 92

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
What a joy it was to be together in worship last Sunday! The children of the church praised God with their Sunday
School Christmas program, and hearing Lily Anderson read from Luke chapter 2 on the birth of Jesus brought home
what Christmas is all about. No matter how much you have to do to prepare for Christmas, no matter how bad the
traffic or stores, or how challenging it might be to travel, this is the story of a Child, sent by the Father, to bring light,
life, and hope to a hurting world. John 3:16 reminds us why Jesus came: For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Jesus comes to us, begotten by
the Father, to be born to humble parents in stressful circumstances. Born in a barn, placed in a manger, greeted by
lowly shepherds … the story is so familiar, and yet so unusual. We still wonder at the mystery that God came to us this
way. Jesus comes to us in the love of God, to save us from ourselves and bring us back to our Father. This is good
news of such great joy!
But the joy doesn’t end December 26, we continue to wait upon the Lord. As followers of Jesus in the month of
December we have a kind of double waiting. First, we wait and prepare for Christmas, and we do this with joy. The
church is filled with that joy as we have seen Operation Santa Claus work out so well and help so many families. We
see that joy in the beautiful décor around the church, in the generosity of so many people as they welcome new
neighbors by helping Afghan refugees, we hear the joy in our children and teenagers, and we feel that deep joy as we
worship together, either in-person or online.
But we also celebrate that the joy does not end after Christmas. We wait for the return of our Lord and Savior, and
we do so with joy. We have the joy of being forgiven, the joy of the Holy Spirit, the joy of knowing this life is not all
there is, the joy of knowing a grand reunion is ahead of us as we wait for the return of Jesus, and the joy we will have
when we see again those who have already gone on to glory.
Waiting can be hard, but Jesus is worth the wait. In this darkest time
of the year, and after a year of so many difficulties and challenges – I
challenge you to spend the rest of this Advent season rejoicing in the Lord.
Take time to be encouraged that the Lord Jesus is always with you and
will never leave you or forsake you. Spend time in prayer, not just giving
the Lord your grief and sorrow, but rejoicing in all that God has done for
you. Listen to some of the great carols of Christmas, the poetry of the words
that praise Jesus. Intentionally smile. Enjoy the moments you have. After
such a year, we are blessed to all still be here! Jesus is here now, and Jesus
will come again, so take heart, and fill your heart and the lives of those
around you with the joy of the Lord.
Keep the faith and see you in church, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (12/19)

4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship - 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM

Monday (12/20)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (12/21)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Young Adult Small Group - 7:00 PM
Cub Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)

Wednesday (12/22)

Thursday (12/23)

Friday (12/24)

Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
12/12/2021:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $8,197

Grief Share - 10:30 (Coffee House)
Be Bold (5th-7th grade) - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Christmas Eve Services:
Sanctuary service - 3:00 PM
Traditional chapel service - 5:00 PM
Candlelight service - 11:00 PM (Sanctuary)

Saturday (12/25)

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: “WAIT UPON THE LORD – THE LORD
HAS COME!”
Please join us for worship on Friday, December 24 for our special worship services. Communion and the
traditional carols of Christmas will be shared. Our services times and locations include:
3:00 Sanctuary service – Joyful, jubilant worship as we praise God for the birth of our Savior.
5:00 Traditional chapel service with special music and communion in the beauty of the chapel.
11:00 Candlelight service - a reverent time of worship, quiet reflective music, and passing the light of
Christ to one another with candlelight.

2

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
On Friday December 10th boxes of kitchen basics, hats, gloves, scarves, and wrapped gifts were sent
out to our Operation Santa Claus families. Special thanks to Operation Santa directors Peggy Boelkins
and Darcy Hartley. We also thank all of the volunteers who came to help. Tins of Christmas treats
were packed for our senior members and friends, as well as Gaylord House residents. Thank you all for
your help and generosity.
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GENERAL NEWS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AS WE “WAIT UPON THE LORD”:
In this Advent season we are not just waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we are looking at how we
can wait upon the Lord, meaning how can we serve Jesus by helping others. Here are some of servant
opportunities:
Snow Shoveling: If you would like to help move the snow during December or on Christmas Eve,
please contact Caitlin at the church office.
Card Ministry: Volunteers are needed to join Carol Tiemeyer in sending cards to our members and
friends who cannot make it to church. Call Caitlin at the church office to get more information.

HONORING A LOVED ONE WITH MORE THAN A POINSETTIA
In years past we have offered poinsettias for purchase in memory or honor of a loved one. This year
we are asking people to honor those they love and remember by purchasing items for Afghan
refugees. The Social Action and Mission Outreach committee, under the direction of Diane Phelps, is
assembling welcome kits for our new neighbors. Items that are needed are on tags on the small
Christmas trees in the narthex and in the chapel. Those who wish to give these items in memory or in
honor of someone need to return the tag to the church office with your name and the honored person’s
name. Caitlin, our office manager, will make a list of the gifts made and it will be shared later this
month in a future Cascadian as Christmas memorials and honor to those we love. With so much need
in the world, the church chooses to forgo flowers this Christmas to bring the light and comfort of Jesus
to our new neighbors. Thank you for your generosity!

BOY SCOUT TROOP 334 CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING
Our Scout Troop 334 will be providing Christmas tree and wreath recycling this year. Leave your tree
or wreath at the curb and they will pick it up and recycle it for you at only $10 per item. This is a great
fund raiser for the Troop, and a way to protect our environment. The pick-up days will be Sunday,
January 2 and 9. Please contact the Troop at www.bsa334.com to set up your pickup time.

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Night Bible study group will be taking a break over Christmas and will resume on
Wednesday Jan. 5th. We will begin a 4 week study called "Making Disciples" on the history and
background of our denomination.

WOMEN'S NIGHT OUT
On Wednesday, December 29th the women of the church are all invited for an evening out at
Cascade Roadhouse. We will meet at the church at 5:15 and head to the Roadhouse together.
Advanced reservations are much appreciated, call the church office at 616-949-1360 to save your spot.
Thank you!

GRIEF SHARE
Grief Share will take a break over the holidays and will meet again on Thursday, December 30 for
lunch at Cascade Roadhouse.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up
and running again. We are doing our own unique lesson, playing
some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each
week. Come learn more about God, and hang out with some of
your friends from Elementary Camp!

BE BOLD
We are holding a class for 5th-7th graders on Thursday afternoons
from 4:15 – 5:45. Each week we’ll be wrestling with questions
about the faith. If your child needs a ride from school, please
contact the church office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00 AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
EVENT SIGN UP -- IMPORTANT!!
We are so excited to get youth group underway. We will be going to Spring Hill for a
winter retreat, Mackinac Island, on a mission trip, and doing some fundraisers to help pay for
these events as well. If you'd like to help out or you know that your child would like to
participate, please fill out the form. Let Michael know if you have any questions.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is up and running again. We are following the lessons in Sunday School and
learning more about what we learned that week in Sunday School. We hope to see you here each week!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT EVENTS
December 22nd - 6:30-9:00 PM MS/HS Holiday party. Bring a White Elephant Gift!
December 29th - Ski Trip (No other Events)

CABERFAE SKI TRIP
December 29th
Meet at the church at 6AM return by 8PM
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12.12.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH JOY
At first look the story appeared to be about nobodies. Nothing out of the ordinary, just a story of two women, relatives
of some kind, cousins perhaps. And back then, women didn’t matter much, they were nobodies, often seen as the
property of their fathers and husbands. But these two were really nobodies due to shame. One of them was old and
infertile, in her community she had brought shame on herself by not being able to give her husband an heir. She was
seen as nothing, as useless. And the other woman became a nobody very quickly. She had had a good reputation, but
now there was rumor of a scandal, that she was pregnant. It was a shame, she was engaged to such a great guy, a solid
respectable man, a hard worker. It was bad enough that she was going to have a baby before they were married, but
the word on the street was that he wasn’t the father. Who then was the dad? It was a pity. She had been such a nice
girl, no one thought she was capable of this. What a fall from grace, she was less than nothing now! To no one’s surprise,
her fiancé was decent about it – he didn’t have her condemned to be stoned to death, which he could have done. Still,
such a nice couple, what a shame she had messed it all up. These cousins, these women, each touched by shame and
scandal, were nobodies in their towns.
Welcome to our third Sunday of Advent, a day when we wait upon the Lord with joy. All of this Christmas season we
have been talking about waiting – waiting with faith and belief, waiting with hope, and now waiting with joy. There is
joy in today’s scripture, we’ll hear about women who rejoiced in their circumstances, neither one of them had a baby in
their arms yet, but they rejoiced in their waiting because they believed in angels, and they believed God. They could have
worried, been anxious about what people would say, but instead they chose joy, joy in waiting, joy even in difficult
circumstances.
Welcome to the story of Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, and Mary, the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
first chapter of the Gospel of Luke. Here is the situation – there are two couples involved, an older married man,
Zechariah, a priest, and his wife Elizabeth, who was barren, unable to have children. The second couple were engaged,
there as Joseph a carpenter, a working class man of Nazareth, and his fiancé, Mary, probably younger than him, known
to be a good woman. The stories of these two couple run on parallel lines in the first chapter of Luke.
Their story begins with Zechariah in the temple. He had the honor of burning the incense at the altar in the temple as
the worshippers were outside. 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of
incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not
be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him
John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even
before he is born.
So let’s image this a moment – Zechariah had waited to become a father. As a young married man he must have hoped
for sons and daughters, he loved Elizabeth and could imagine a growing family, perhaps sons who would enter the
priesthood as he had. He waited with faith, he waited with hope, and the years went by. Elizabeth slender frame did not
fill out with pregnancy and her arms were empty, there were no babies, and with so much waiting, his faith may have
waivered, and his hope may have died. And then, at the side of the altar that day – was the angel Gabriel – an arch
angel, God’s mighty messenger, a higher being who came from the presence of God Himself, with news of great joy – a
baby, at last!! A son would be born to Elizabeth and Zechariah, and he would be a joy and delight, and many would
rejoice because of his birth! Zechariah’s reaction? He asked, the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and
my wife is well along in years.”
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12.12.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH JOY
Is this ever you? You get great, amazing news, and you ask, really? Are you sure? You may doubt it could be,
that this couldn’t really happen, that God wouldn’t, couldn’t, shouldn’t come through for you this way. We can
miss the joy of the Lord; we can let it pass us by. Maybe you feel like it is too much, or undeserved. But God
does come through, God broke the barrier of heaven and earth by becoming one of us in the Christ Child, to
bring us life, light, hope, peace, and JOY. God came through for Elizabeth, who had been robbed of joy being
called barren, a cruel word that means lifeless, bleak, unproductive. Elizabeth would become a mother and
Zechariah needed to go home and tell her this great news. But he couldn’t. Because he had questioned God’s
joyful news, Gabriel said Zechariah would be silent, unable to speak for 9 months, until the baby was born.
Silence was the consequence for disbelief.
And has that happened to you? Have you had the chance to share great news, to tell what the Lord has done
for you, and you didn’t? Or could you have shared kind words, a compassionate thought, words of gratitude,
and you chose to remain silent? Zechariah was silenced, nine months to think about this – nine months to write
notes to Elizabeth, to communicate with his eyes and gestures – nine months to wait, as Elizabeth waited, as
their child, John the Baptist, grew within her. Zechariah had nine months to wait and accept this joy.
There is a parallel story – another woman of little consequence in the eyes of her world. Mary also got a visit
from Gabriel, and was told she too would be a mother. But unlike Zechariah and Elizabeth’s child, her Child
would be the promised Messiah, the long-awaited Savior, the Son of God. She asked how this could be, as she
was a virgin, not yet married – and Gabriel told her the Child would come through the power of the Holy
Spirit, the virgin would conceive and bear a son as Isaiah had prophesied so long ago. Gabriel let Mary know
that she would not go through this pregnancy alone, her cousin, Elizabeth, old cousin Elizabeth, was also
carrying a precious son within her, Gabriel said it best – For nothing is impossible with God.
And do we believe that? The Helen Devos Children’s Hospital has a great ad campaign right now, with children
who have been cured of disease -saying impossible happens here. It was impossible, until it wasn’t. This is a
great reminder for followers of Jesus. We think so many things are just not possible, we get like Zechariah and
doubt, and question. Do you believe God can do the impossible? That God is still at work in the world? I wonder
how much joy do we miss out on because we question God? What happiness, adventures, possibilities do we
miss because we think “no” – not for me, not now. Why not now, why not embrace joy? Please note, joy and
happiness are not the same thing. Happiness comes from the circumstances around you – but joy comes from
within, it is a gift of the Holy Spirit, a gift to accept and share. So why limit joy in the Almighty? With God –
impossible happens here, and everywhere. Mary believed, and said she was God’s servant, and let the
impossible happen. She believed, with faith, with hope, and with joy. She went to her cousin…
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12.12.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH JOY
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her
womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped
for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”
The women meet, and at the nearness of the unborn Jesus, John leaps, leaps for joy. Imagine the joy of these
two women, imagine them sharing their stories, the retelling of Gabriel’s words, maybe some laughter over how
Zechariah had to communicate all of this to Elizabeth without being able to speak, the relief Mary had when
the angel also visited Joseph and assured him that this baby was God’s Holy Child, not the product of
unfaithfulness on Mary’s part, but the joy of the long awaited Messiah. John. Jesus. Cousins, babies, joy, joy, joy!
The lives of these two women had changed- forever changed.
To make this point, to underline this long awaited joy, Luke describes Mary’s encounter with Elizabeth by
recalling the time King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. The Ark was sacred to the
Israelites. It consisted of a pure gold-covered wooden chest with an elaborate lid called the Mercy seat, and it
contained the two stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, Aaron's rod or staff, and a pot of manna. It was
the place where God would meet His people, God’s presence would be among His people from the Ark. It
brought to God’s people the presence of God. Luke writes, intentionally using the same phrases and language,
to describe Mary coming to see Elizabeth, Mary, too, brings the presence of God within her.
The same words, the same phrases are used in both 2 Samuel and Luke to describe Mary and the Ark. Mary
and David both got ready and journeyed, up to the hill country of Judea. The same language is used in the
book of 2 Samuel and Luke. Elizabeth greets Mary with “a loud cry”, the only other time this phrase, a loud cry,
is used in the Old Testament is in connection to the Ark. David asked, “How shall the Ark of the Lord come to
me?” in 2 Samuel 6:9, Elizabeth says the same in Luke 1:43 “But why am I so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?” Both the Ark and Mary bless the homes where they are brought, both Mary and
the Ark remain in their respective places for about three months. They both house the one True God. They both
brought hope, faith, and joy.
Jesus comes to us, born of a virgin, to a humble family, and is the very presence of God among us. John knew
that before he or Jesus were born. Knowing Jesus was coming, filled Elizabeth and John with joy. Emmanuel,
the name of Jesus that means God with Us, still comes to us, and he is our hope, our peace, our strength, and
our joy. Joy that is to be shared.
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.
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12.12.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH JOY
John brought joy: joy is what Jesus brings. Babies do bring such joy. I think over this pandemic season, babies
born, children dedicated before God – bundles of joy: Lily Ann Tiedemann, McKenna Cravens, Bryce Boone,
Bryson McGillicuddy, William Dresen, Grace Van Heck, Rowan Boles, Quinton Howe, Henry O’Brien, James
and Owen Sturrus, babies in your families- sons, daughters, grandbabies, great grandchildren. Elizabeth’s
neighbors shared in her joy. Her relatives celebrated. Might we do the same? What goodness in your life will
you share with neighbors and family, what joy can you share? Joy can be quiet, there is something very lovely
about that. But joy shared is joy multiplied, over and over – it spills out of our hearts and fill the hearts of those
around us. Joy shared increases joy. And that is what John and Jesus went on to do.
After the birth of his son, Zechariah wrote that the boy’s name was to be John, as the Arch Angel had
commanded, and after writing that name his voice returned and he sang out praises to Go for his newborn son:
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79 to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
John would make a way for his cousin, he would prepare hearts to hear the words for Jesus – to receive
baptism and forgiveness of sins, to bring light to the dark places, to be a bringer of peace and joy.
In Luke 1 both Mary and Zechariah sing their praises to God. Mary sang a song as well, glorifying God for
what was to happen – the birth of the Messiah, Emmanuel, God with Us, at last – here. Such great JOY! And
that kind of joy has to be shared – to be sung by children, to be shouted by shepherds, to light up the night sky
with angel choirs, - to be said, sung, and shared with others by us- for unto US a child is born, to us a son is
given. And he is Jesus.
And you, friends? We have so much to be joyful about. I know these are hard times, but joy finds a way, it
always does. Next week we will think about waiting with gratitude, think this week about your joy. Shepherds
couldn’t contain their joy when the saw the Christ Child, how can joy spill out of you? As the old carol reminds
us – How Great our Joy – Jesus is our Joy – how Great is the Lord Jesus, our Joy! Let God’s joy find a way in
you, let joy lead the way. Amen and amen.
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