
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Merry Christmas to all as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior!

We have spent this Advent season focused on “Waiting Upon the Lord” in our devotionals, sermon series, and
Wednesday Bible study. Advent is a time of waiting, and we have waited with faith, hope, joy, and love. All this
December we have waited for Someone to arrive, and this weekend we celebrate that He is here. As we praise the
Child of Bethlehem, Christ is born anew in our hearts. And this is certainly a time to celebrate! We have made it
through another year! We are still here! The church is still here serving Christ, communion, and this community with
open doors, open hearts, and open minds as we have done since 1864. Praise God for these mercies, for His abundant
goodness to us, for His grace and forgiveness, for His love that knows no end, and for His peace that passes
understanding. This is the way of the Kingdom of God.

So much of the preaching of Jesus centered on his statement that the Kingdom of God had already drawn near. The
Kingdom of heaven is close to us, and our hearts seem more open to seeing the Kingdom during the Advent season. It
has been such a blessing to seeing God at work in our midst this December. I have seen the Kingdom draw near as our
children have lit the Advent candles and spoke scripture and God’s truth from the pulpit; the Kingdom has been close
as our teenagers have Christmas caroled and delivered cookie tins to Gaylord House; the Kingdom has been right here
when the Child Development Center and our Sunday School presented their Christmas programs.  God’s Kingdom has
been so evident in the generosity of the church and community through Operation Santa Claus and the Afghan
Refugee resettlement project. God is close by, and God comes to us as Emmanuel, that beautiful name of Jesus that
means “God with us.” 

And this is part of the great mystery of God. God’s Presence is here, with us, and yet we yearn for God. There is a hole
in our lives, and incompleteness that only being with God can fill. God is with us, filling us where we are empty, walking
with us when we are lonely, beside us when we feel abandoned. Jesus has come, and we celebrate His arrival with
such joy on Christmas, and yet we still wait, wait for His return when we all will be united with Him at last.
May you celebrate this Christmas by living in the mystery of God’s Presence. I hope you can find a moment of quiet,
maybe beside a nativity scene, and gaze at the face of the Christ Child. Look at the face of God, the God who has
come for you and will come again and bring you home.

In closing, thank you for such a good year. Thank you for your faithfulness, your kindness, and your generosity. Thank
you for your support of the church, for believing in the mission we have to bring Jesus to this community and beyond.
Thank you for your prayers, for your support of the church staff and Board as we have navigated the rough waters of
COVID. It has been a very hard year, but it has been a very good year, because we keep sharing what has been
shared with us – the good news of great joy: Luke 2:10-14 -  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
Merry Christmas and God bless you - Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday School - 10:30 AM
Crib Room - 10:30 AM 
Combined Worship Service - 10:30 AM

Church Office Closed
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)

Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Sunday (12/26)

Monday (12/27)

Tuesday (12/28)

Wednesday (12/29)

Thursday (12/30)

Friday (12/31)

Saturday (1/1)

Financial giving for
the week ending in

12/19/2021:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $17,087
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: “WAIT UPON THE LORD – THE LORD
HAS COME!”
Please join us for worship on Friday, December 24 for our special worship services. Communion and the
traditional carols of Christmas will be shared. Our services times and locations include:

3:00 Sanctuary service – Joyful, jubilant worship as we praise God for the birth of our Savior.

5:00 Traditional chapel service with special music and communion in the beauty of the chapel.

11:00 Candlelight service - a reverent time of worship, quiet reflective music, and passing the light of Christ to
one another with candlelight.

CHILD DEVELOPEMENT
CENTER CHRISTMAS

PROGRAM
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GENERAL NEWS

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASSES
Our Wednesday Night classes for children, youth, and adults will resume on January 5th. The adult
class will be spending the month of January studying “Making Disciples” – a look at the twelve Apostles,
an over view of our denomination, The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and seeing how we can
help others choose to be a disciple of Jesus. All Wednesday night classes run from 6:30-8:00 and meet
on the second floor of the Education Building.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 334 CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING
Our Scout Troop 334 will be providing Christmas tree and wreath recycling this year. Leave your tree
or wreath at the curb and they will pick it up and recycle it for you at only $10 per item. This is a great
fund raiser for the Troop, and a way to protect our environment. The pick-up days will be Sunday,
January 2 and 9. Please contact the Troop at www.bsa334.com to set up your pickup time.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AS WE “WAIT UPON THE LORD”:

Snow Shoveling: If you would like to help move the snow this winter, please contact Caitlin at the
church office.
Card Ministry: Volunteers are needed to join Carol Tiemeyer in sending cards to our members and
friends who cannot make it to church. Call Caitlin at the church office to get more information.

In this Advent season we are not just waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we are looking at how we
can wait upon the Lord, meaning how can we serve Jesus by helping others. Here are some of servant
opportunities:

AFTER CHRISTMAS GATHERINGS

Women’s Night Out
Dinner at Cascade Roadhouse
Wednesday, December 29 at 5:30PM

Grief Share Support Group Lunch
Thursday, December 30 
12 noon at Cascade Roadhouse
If you are interested in joining this support group, please join us.

Please join us!

Please make a reservation for these events by calling the church office.

GRIEF SHARE
Grief Share will take a break over the holidays and will meet again on Thursday, December 30 for
lunch at Cascade Roadhouse.

JANUARY 2: A NEW YEAR, A NEW PARTNERSHIP
On January 2 we will be celebrating our new partnership as the Michigan Region of the Christian
Church partners with our neighboring Regions of Illinois and Wisconsin. Regional Minister Eugene
James retired on December 31, and our new Regional Minister, Teresa Dulyea Parker, will be preaching
on January 2. Services will be at 9:30 in the sanctuary and at 11:00 in the chapel.

http://www.bsa334.com/


CABERFAE SKI TRIP
Meet at the church at 6AM on December 29th and return by 8PM. The cost is $40 per person. If you would like to go
please contact Michael Dirksen. His email is mdirksen@cascadechristian.com
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
WEDNESDAY
NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth
Group for elementary kids is up
and running again. We are
doing our own unique lesson,
playing some fun games, doing
crafts, and having a great snack
each week. Come learn more
about God, and hang out with
some of your friends from
Elementary Camp! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

EVENT SIGN UP -- IMPORTANT!!
We are so excited to get youth group underway. We will be going to Spring Hill for a
winter retreat, Mackinac Island, on a mission trip, and doing some fundraisers to help pay for
these events as well. If you'd like to help out or you know that your child would like to
participate, please fill out the form. Let Michael know if you have any questions. 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

WEDNESDAY NIGHT EVENTS
December 22nd - 6:30-9:00 PM MS/HS Holiday party. Bring a White Elephant Gift!
December 29th - Ski Trip (No other Events)

MEMBERSHIP CLASS - MAKING DISCIPLES
6th-12th graders are invited to take part in a life changing class here at Cascade Christian Church. We will host a class
called “Making Disciples” and in this class you learn what it really means to be a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.
Classes will be held Thursdays in January (replacing Be Bold) 4:15-5:45 PM. If you are interested in this class please
email Adam at acarlson@cascadechristian.com or Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Starting in the new year we will be going through the 10 Commandments. Come right up to the elementary room at
9:30AM (we will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!



12.19.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH PEACE
Waiting. Is. So. Hard. This most wonderful time of the year can be an impatient time. Children can hardly wait for
Christmas to come, but we adults need more time, more hours, less stress. All of the preparations can make the calmest
person a Grinch or a Scrooge. And this can be an anxious time of year, as you try to find the perfect gift, brave the
traffic, watch for flight delays, and hope supply chain issues won’t impact your shopping. This can be a worrisome time of
year, wondering how you’ll pay for it all, wondering how to avoid awkward conversations as the family gathers. This can
be a be a lonely time of year, maybe this is the second Christmas that a loved one does not make it home because of the
pandemic, maybe there’s an empty seat or a Christmas sock that will not be hung. There might be an absence, a loss, a
grief that is hard to face.

Christmas, it is the time of year when our joys are high and sorrows are keenly felt, our happiness can overflow, and our
hearts can be broken. But take heart, it is for such a time as this that Jesus was born. The carol, It Came Upon a
Midnight Clear speaks for some of you:
All ye beneath life's crushing load
 Whose forms are bending low
 Who toil along the climbing way
 With painful steps and slow
Look now for glad and golden hours
 Come swiftly on the wing
 O rest beside the weary road
 And hear the angels sing

This is the fourth Sunday of Advent, a Sunday to stop a moment and listen for the angels, this is Sabbath, a day to rest
and find peace. I ask you now to put the crushing load down, and let anxiety take a rest. They’ll be there later if you
want to pick them up again, but as we look at scripture and worship our Savior, you might be able to put some of the
troubles in His hands and receive His peace.

How would you define peace – an absence of war, a time of no anxiety of conflicts, a restful contentment? We all want
peace, and it can be challenging in the times we are living in. Last year was surreal, church was closed, we were pre-
recording and live-streaming worship, the people in the house of the Lord were the tech crew and the musicians.  But we
would not give into the stress, the peace of God still filled this place and peace was sent in ways that we could not have
imagined a few years ago. That’s because whatever we see in life impacts us, if we look towards unrest then it is natural
that we too will be disturbed. But if we seek peace, then peace comes to our lives. We have the choice of peace or
unrest. Stop and think a moment, which direction are you heading? Are you seeking peace, or do you fill yourself with
things that disturb you? I know that probably sounds strange to ask – but think about it – we take all kinds of measures
to be disturbed, through social media, consuming the news, comparing ourselves to others, judging those who are not like
us, filling ourselves with the things of this world – and then we wonder why we are not at peace. Finding peace can be a
challenge, but it doesn’t have to be.

A couple of weeks ago we stood in the sanctuary as Jubal Brass played the Hallelujah chorus from Handel’s Messiah.
Most of us couldn’t help but sing along, and I hope some time they play that other great musical piece from Handel- For
Unto Us a Child is Born – you know the words from Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. To know peace, you look to the Prince of Peace.
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12.19.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH PEACE
We have spent this Advent season waiting upon the Lord. Our children have lit the advent candles – lights of
faith, hope, joy, and now love and peace. And we wait with them, we wait with faith, believing Jesus is who
He says He is, we wait with hope, not only for the celebration of His birth but for His return, and we wait for
the Lord with joy, no matter what our circumstances might be, because that joy is from the Holy Spirit. Today,
we wait for the Lord with love and seeking peace. Breathe this in a moment – by the love of God, Jesus is our
wonderful counselor, He is Mighty God and Everlasting Father, He is our Prince of Peace. And we could use
some peace. And Jesus is right here to give it to us.

Think of His words in John 14:27:
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid. Jesus brings peace, and peace is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, right there
after love and joy, the third gift is peace. Peace might be the opposite of impatient waiting. Too often we are so
driven - we punch elevator buttons several times, as if it would speed things up, we wonder why the
microwave is taking so long to reheat our coffee, we wish our internet was faster. And we are impatient with
others - we ask for directions and then argue with the person who gave them, and I wonder why? Slowing
down is not something that comes naturally. What are we rushing towards? Too often I fear we rush away
from the source of love and peace. Jesus brings us peace – He leaves His peace with us; He gives us peace so
we will fear less and be less anxious. 

We all want peace, but it can be hard to find and hard to hold on to. God gets that. Peace was illusive when
Jesus was born. Think of the deeply loved Christmas passage of Luke 2 – it is not exactly peaceful:
Luke 2:1-7 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  The Good Lord
knows we can relate to this – taxes, government decrees, filling out forms, registering, waiting in lines, these
things seldom if ever give us peace. Does tax time or waiting in line at the DMV bring you peace? Not likely!

3And everyone went to their own town to register. And we get this too. We all have had to make trips we did
not want to make; we have all had things come up at very inconvenient times. But we do what we have to do,
and so did Joseph.
 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. I’ve been having this conversation with Joseph lately in my
heart. Oh Joseph, now this?! You have to go to Bethlehem because 28 generations ago your ancestor was King
David? We can fathom that; we have no idea who our ancestors were that far back. This seems too
unreasonable, and you’ve been through so much already. How did you handle it, Joseph, when your fiancé told
you she was pregnant? You knew this child was not yours. You were pledged to each other, and it seems she
had violated that pledge! How that must have hurt! Your peace was shattered. The sleepless nights you must
have had, the consultation with your family and your Rabbi, and then choosing to do the decent thing and end
this engagement quietly. You didn’t have to do that – you could have thrown Mary under the bus, letting the
law deal with her, which could have meant she would die for violating what she and her family had pledged to
you. But you, Joseph, you chose to put her aside, to not put her to public shame. 
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12.19.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH PEACE
And then the visit of Gabriel, to take Mary as your wife, that her child is begotten by God himself, this is the
Messiah, the Child of Promise, at last! He will be your foster-son, of your line, the line of King David, as had
been prophesied so long ago. And you were to name him Jesus - which means God saves. So you accepted this
responsibility, Joseph, you believed Mary and you trusted God. Then this trip, and Mary was very pregnant, the
baby would be coming soon, and the journey to Bethlehem is at least 3 days, 90 some miles, that means a long
walk or very uncomfortable donkey ride. But you went Joseph, somehow you found the strength and peace of
mind in this chaos to go.

5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
And oh Mary and Joseph, how did you handle this? We think of the stable as peaceful, the smell of hay and
the light of the stars, but there were also animal smells, and crowds, and frustrations, the natural anxiety of
young parents about to have a child. How could it be that there was no lodging – that no one had a place for a
woman about to give birth? Was it because you were poor, marginalized, strangers in Bethlehem, unable to
afford a better place? You had to go to a crowded inn, and were turned away even there, and you had to be
grateful to get a space in a stable. 

And then childbirth, the blood, the pain, and oh Mary, this couldn’t have been what you had hoped for – your
mother, grandmother, aunts were not there to help midwife your Son into the world. You were not at home, in
familiar surroundings, you were in a dark stable, alone with a loving man who had probably no idea what to
do except keep you warm, get water, hold your hand as the pain wracked your body. Mary, it is hard to
imagine peace for you in these circumstances.

But then, there He was. In the company of sheep, cattle, donkeys, a round eyed Joseph, Mary gave birth, and
the Lord of Light who made the world, galaxies, and the universe, He who made the sun and hung the stars,
came into the feeble light of the stable to see the face of a young woman. And Mary gazed at Jesus – just
born. As tired and sore as she must have been after the lengthy journey and the efforts of childbirth, she gazed
into the face of God. And felt peace.

In the hurry and hassle of this time, in the despair and desperation that some of you are enduring, in the loss,
sorrow, and grief some of you live with, Jesus offers you the same, look to Him, gaze at the face of God, and be
at peace. Jesus, our Prince of Peace, says to us in John 16:33 – I have told you these things, so that in me you
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world! Following
Jesus doesn’t mean a trouble free life, He makes it clear, the world is troubled, and in other scriptures he makes
it clear that trouble will come to you because you follow Him. But Jesus also tells us to pick up our cross and go
with Him, that the burden is light because He walks at our side. And Jesus reminds us that yes, He has
overcome the world. We sing of this at Christmas – Joy to the World – “He rules the world with truth and
grace and makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness and the wonders of His love.” He has
overcome the world – out of love, to bring peace.
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12.19.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH PEACE
Pause with me and think what the world would be like without Jesus. Surely some things have been done in His
name that were never ever part of his will or doing, but set that aside a moment and think of all of the good –
the churches, schools, hospitals that serve in His name, the government leaders who put Jesus first, the way our
nations was founded to be a God fearing nation, our courts system and laws that reflect God’s law and justice.
Think of all of the goodness and kindness that has been done by Christ followers in His name. He has overcome
the world, and you are part of this, and that gives you the privilege of being one of His peace makers, you can
bring His peace.

People have always wondered about God – what is God like, is there a god, are there a multitude of gods?
Most civilizations have seen their gods as angry, difficult to please, quick to punish, magical, dreaded, gods to be
avoided, gods to be feared. That is why we pause and wonder, even now, it is hard to comprehend that God
comes to us as an infant, a helpless baby, born to poor parents who have no place to stay. Yet this is how the
Prince of Peace came to the world. This God seeks to be at peace with His people.

Why did God do this? Why did God leave the glories of heaven to be among us?
Why did God go so far? He did this to bring you peace. He wants you to know that He understands, He gets
it, He gets what you’re going through. He understands how you feel, and He has faced what you face. And He
comes to you, as a Wonderful Counselor, as Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and He is here as your Prince of
Peace.

So much of our Advent season we have looked to Isaiah, one of the Old Testament prophets who lived in times
even more trying and impossible than ours – and Isaiah tells us how it is when we face God, seek His peace,
and share His peace: Isaiah 55:12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. Look, look at the snow and trees
and stars, see the hand of the Creator. Look, look at the people around you, and see the image of God within
them. Look, look into the face of the Child of Bethlehem, and see the face of God. Today is a day of love, and of
peace, so let heaven and nature sing – Joy to the world – Jesus has come and will come again! Let us praise
and follow the Prince of Peace. Amen and amen.
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