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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Advent blessings to you Cascade Christian Church!
We have just begun our four week journey to Bethlehem to celebrate the nativity or birth of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior. No matter how young or old we are, this is a time of expectation, of joy, of waiting and preparation, because
on December 25 we join the angels in singing praise that God loves the world so much that He gave us His one and
only Son to save us from sin, death, and darkness. On Sunday, November 28, Dan and Matt Hinsch lit the first of our
Advent candles and reminded the church to have faith as we all wait and prepare for Christmas. The faith of a child
can lead all of us toward the light.
How are you doing in preparations and waiting? It is hard for a child to wait for Christmas, and it can be hard for an
adult to remain patient in all of the hustle and preparations. Patience is a gift of the Holy Spirit, and is so needed in this
time in our lives and in our country. On Sunday I reminded the church that Joseph was patient, he held back swift
judgment when he learned of Mary’s pregnancy, knowing he was not the father. By waiting, by pausing in his hurt
and anger, Joseph left time for God to speak to him. And God did speak to Joseph through a dream, telling him to take
Mary as his wife because the Child within her was born of the Holy Spirit. We might remember Joseph’s pause when
blood pressure rises, when demands become intense, when we lose our joy. To stop, wait, and let God speak before we
react or respond could be a great gift to the people around us.
Joseph was told by God to name the baby Jesus. Names matter, and the name Jesus means “God is salvation” – and
what a name! God’s salvation is worth the wait. The thing is, we don’t have to prepare for this – it is a gift of God’s
graciousness to us, freely given, all we need to do is have faith, and believe. God is so full of grace, and this can be the
season when those who have walked away from God might turn to Him again and experience grace and salvation in a
new and fresh way. I pray that each of us might be like Matt and Dan Hinsch, and carry forward God’s light into a
darkened world, and that we might remind people to wait, to prepare for the return of Jesus, and to have faith and
believe.
If you are looking for ways to share your faith, this weekend has so many events that are a friendly way to introduce
someone to church. Please join us for:
The annual Jubal Brass worship service at 10:30AM in the sanctuary.
This brass band plays carols to the glory of God, focusing on our hope in
God’s saving grace. Masking is highly encouraged for all people to keep
our friends and neighbors safe.
The annual Christmas Workshop is “Christmas Around the World” – a
free event of Christmas craft making, cocoa and cookies, all in Centennial
Hall from 2:00-4:00 PM. While focused on children, all are invited to
attend. Masking is highly encouraged to protect our children.
This is a season of waiting and preparing in faith. God is good, all of the time,
so please join us for this month of Advent worship and celebration as we
rejoice in our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Keep the faith - Jill

1

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (12/5)

2nd Sunday of Advent
Worship - 10:30AM - Jubal Brass
Brunch
Elder Meeting - 12:30 (Coffee House)
Christmas Workshop - 2:00 - 4:00 PM

Monday (12/6)
Tuesday (12/7)

Wednesday (12/8)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Young Adult Small Group 7:00 PM
Cub Scouts 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study on Advent
Wednesday Jubilee – Elementary School
Youth Group – Middle & High School
Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (12/9)

Grief Share - 10:30 (Coffee House)
Be Bold (5th-7th grade) - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (12/10)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
11/28/2021:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $4,807

Saturday (12/11)

MEMORIAL DONATION FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES
The Social Action and Mission Outreach (SAMO) Committee is working with Samaritas to help Afghan refugees who
are resettling in the greater Grand Rapids area. We have agreed to assemble three cooking kits and three cleaning kits to
help welcome some of these refugees to our area. Throughout the month of December there will be Christmas trees in
the narthex of the sanctuary and on the corner of the altar in the chapel. These trees will have tags on them with items
needed to fill the kits. Grab a tag, purchase or donate what’s on the tag and bring it to church and put it in the basket.
The household items can be used as long as they’re in good condition. Cleaning products should be new.
In years past we have offered poinsettias for purchase in memory or honor of a loved one. This year we are asking
people to honor those they love and remember by purchasing items for Afghan refugees. If you wish you can notify
Caitlin in the church office of your purchase and it will be listed in a future Cascadian as Christmas memorials and
honors to those we love. With so much need in the world, the church chooses to forgo flowers this Christmas to bring the
light and comfort of Jesus to our new neighbors.
This is just the beginning of our work with Samaritas. You will be hearing more later about our plans to work with an
Afghan family and how you can help! For more information, contact Diane Phelps.
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GENERAL NEWS
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AS WE “WAIT UPON THE LORD”:
In this Advent season we are not just waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we are looking at how we can wait upon
the Lord, meaning how can we serve Jesus by helping others. Here are some of servant opportunities:
It’s time to trim the chapel tree! Volunteers are needed to help trim the chapel tree on Tuesday, December 7 at
10:30AM. Please meet in the chapel to decorate the tree and enjoy a little fellowship. Cocoa and cookies will be
provided in the chapel basement.
Operation Santa Deliveries to our Senior Citizens: We need people to bring bags or boxes of Christmas treats to
some of our older members and friends of the church. If you would like to make some of these deliveries, please call
or email Jill at the church office.
December Snow Shoveling: If you would like to help move the snow during December or on Christmas Eve, please
contact Caitlin at the church office.
Card Ministry: Volunteers are needed to join Carol Tiemeyer in sending cards to our members and friends who
cannot make it to church. Call Caitlin at the church office to get more information.

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Night Bible study group began a new study on December 1st from 6:30-8:00PM. This will be a three
week study, focused on our Advent theme of “Wait Upon the Lord”. This is an easy study, perfect for beginners, and
great for anyone who needs to refocus their attention from the busyness of this season back to the birth of the Savior.
Join us or call Jill at the church office for more information.

THANK YOU FROM JANE WOOD
"Being unable to speak in front of a large group of people, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the 2nd Mile
House recognition, gift card, and beautiful flowers. I am so thankful to be a part of a church that cares about others, and
that I had the privilege to do what I enjoy doing for so many years.
Thank you, Jane Wood"

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
Upcoming Worship Services with worship at 9:30 and 11:00 unless otherwise noted:
Sunday, December 5: JUBAL BRASS SUNDAY with one service in the sanctuary at 10:30. This is the second Sunday of
Advent focused on Waiting for the Lord with Hope, with the lighting of the Advent candle and singing carols with Jubal
Brass.
Sunday, December 12: This is the third Sunday of Advent focused on Waiting for the Lord with Joy, with the lighting of
the Advent candle and the Children’s Sunday School Program at the 9:30 service.
Sunday, December 19: This is the fourth Sunday of Advent focused on Waiting for the Lord with Gratitude, with the
lighting of the Advent candle and special music.
Friday, December 24:
3:00PM worship service in the sanctuary, singing the carols, a time of great joy
5:00PM worship service in the chapel – singing the carols and a time of great joy
11:00PM worship service in the sanctuary, candlelight, a time of great reverence
Sunday, December 26: We will have one worship service at 10:30 to celebrate God’s goodness in 2021 and with a focus
on our college students and the awarding of college scholarships.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our
own unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Come
learn more about God, and hang out with some of your friends from Elementary Camp!

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Our Children are beginning work on the Christmas program this Sunday during the 9:30 service! If
you would like your child to participate, please make sure they attend Sunday School. The program is
on December 12.

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP & CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD
Our annual Christmas Workshop of making crafts and ornaments and decorating cookies will be held
in Centennial Hall from 2:00-4:00PM Dec. 5th. Masking is highly recommended for all who attend.
We will also have some Christmas Around the World activities. If you would like to make a poster
about a country that interests you, the Christmas crafts, foods, and customs of that country, please be
in touch with the church office and we’ll get you signed up.

BE BOLD
We are holding a class for 5th-7th graders on Thursday afternoons from 4:15 – 5:45. Each week we’ll
be wrestling with questions about the faith. If your child needs a ride from school, please contact the
church office.
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00
AM (we will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

EVENT SIGN UP -- IMPORTANT!!
We are so excited to get youth group underway. We will be going to Spring Hill
for a winter retreat, Mackinac Island, on a mission trip, and doing some
fundraisers to help pay for these events as well. If you'd like to help out or you
know that your child would like to participate, please fill out the form. Let Michael
know if you have any questions.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is up and running again. We are following the lessons in Sunday
School and learning more about what we learned that week in Sunday School. We hope to see you
here each week!

JUBAL BRASS BRUNCH
On December 5th the Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be hosting the Jubal Brass
Brunch to help raise money for our Winter and Summer activities! Please let Michael Dirksen know if
you are able to help volunteer for a time to help work the brunch.
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11.28.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH FAITH
God’s blessings to you as we begin the season of Advent and wait for the Lord. And we have been waiting, haven’t
we? You’ve been waiting for things all of your life! Children wait for Christmas, and toys, and a visit from Saint
Nick, teenagers wait to get their driver’s license, to be invited to prom, we wait for grades and medical test results.
We wait for our prodigals to come home; we wait for family gatherings. We wait for the promotion, for retirement,
for the birth of a child or grandchild. We know what it is to wait. The advent devotionals this year focus on waiting
for Jesus – looking back at the book of Isaiah and how all of the prophecies are fulfilled in the Child of Bethlehem.
And Isaiah speaks to us of waiting: but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount
up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
We wait for the Lord. This is the season where we remember Jesus’ birth, and we have the on-going season of
waiting for His return. But think about the word “wait” – waiting can be more than seeing a passage of time go by,
waiting can also be active. We have the wonderful opportunity to wait on the Lord – as in waitstaff at your
favorite restaurant, to serve Jesus, to be attentive, to listen, to obey, to wait on Jesus and do as He command. When
we wait to find new purpose, when we wait for the Lord we rise to new heights, when we wait for the Lord, we
grow strong, and the wait is worth it. This advent we wait upon the Lord.
Advent is a time of expectant, eager waiting and joyful anticipation. It is also a time of preparation as we anticipate
the celebration of the nativity, or the occasion of Jesus’ birth. Advent is not unlike our weekly communion. In both
advent and communion we look back, we look forward, and we look within. Advent is looking back at the birth of
Jesus, a time to look forward to Jesus’ return, and to look inside and make room for Jesus. Advent and communion
are reminders that God’s great plans are still unfolding, that we are part of something so much greater than
ourselves. The Son of God has come and become one of us, the Spirit of God is here, and Jesus has gone ahead of
us to prepare a place for us in His house, at His table. Advent, communion, life as a Christian, are all about waiting
and preparing, preparing, and waiting.
So much of this last weekend has been preparing and waiting. Prepping the turkey and the pies, waiting to see how
well they came out, waiting for the family to gather. Maybe you’re a shopper – taking in all of the sales of the
weekend – prepping your list, planning where you’ll get the best deals, waiting in line, waiting in the traffic. When
we were children, Christmas couldn’t come fast enough. As adults the holidays rush at us quickly, we set a high bar
of how the holiday will be, and we can get so caught in preparing that we forget the gift of waiting.
Waiting can be a huge pain, it can also be a beautiful gift that grows our faith. Waiting requires patience, which is
the fourth in line of the fruits or gifts of the Holy Spirit, right in there after love, joy, and peace. Waiting teaches us
patience, as the hustle of the holidays can test our patience. This can be a season where we discipline ourselves, with
the help of the Holy Spirit, to wait and believe. Waiting for Jesus, waiting on Jesus, can be the best Christmas gift
that you give to yourself.
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11.28.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH FAITH
Today we begin the season of advent by waiting in faith. Dan and Matt Hinsch have lit the first candle in our
wreath, the candle of faith, the candle of the prophets, the candle of preparing and waiting. Children might be better
at faith than we are as adults. What is faith? It is believing, even when you can’t see. Children believe, and this is a
magical season of believing – believing that some wonderful things will happen around the birthday of Jesus.
Children believe that gifts and gatherings will be part of the celebration of Christmas. They believe in kindly saints
like Nicholas and that the saints in their own lives will somehow know their hearts desire and those wishes will come
true Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Children believe, children have faith, and perhaps that is why God chose to
have the Messiah come to us as a child, a Child full of faith, a Child we can believe in. So become like a child and
believe as we wait for the Lord, with faith.
The prophets waited for the promised Messiah in faith, believing throughout their troubled times that God did not
forget them, that a better day was coming because God Himself would come to them. And before prophets, way
back in the beginning in early Genesis, God chose a special man and woman to be the keepers of the faith, they
would receive the promise that the Messiah would come, all they had to do was believe, prepare, and wait in faith.
Genesis 17:1-9
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before
me faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your
numbers." Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the
father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a
father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I
will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan,
where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after
you; and I will be their God." Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your
descendants after you for the generations to come.
Preparing and waiting – welcome to the world of Abraham and Sarah, first known as Abram and Sarai. Their story
began back in Genesis 11 – when God chose them out from all of the people of the world to be in a special
relationship with Him, to begin a family line that includes you and me. God told them to go to Israel, to become
God’s chosen people, a great nation, but there was just one problem, they were growing old, Abram was 65, Sarai
was 10 years younger, so not impossible to have a child, but highly unlikely. This tested their belief, and it was
difficult for them to wait. And like us, they got tired of waiting, and when Abram was 86, Sarai pretty much
pushed a woman named Hagar into Abram’s tent and nine months later their union produced a boy, Ishmael. Years
passed, and jealousy grew as one woman had a son and the other did not. But then when Abram was 99, God
showed up, God who is El Shaddai, God Almighty. And Abram heard these words from God, to walk before God
faithfully, and blamelessly. Change would come, the child would be born to Sarai, and even their names would be
changed- Abram, father of one son, would be renamed Abraham which means “Father of Many”, Sarai would be
renamed Sarah, which means “Princess”, and their son would be Isaac, a name that means “laughter”. God Almighty
makes promises and does not break them, no matter how long we have to prepare and wait, God Almighty comes
through, even when it was hard to believe.
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11.28.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH FAITH
This is where our Christmas story begins. From the union of Father of Many and the Princess, Laughter is born, and
from this union comes a huge family tree. From this family line comes generation after generation, and we
remember them in units of fourteen, until they lead us to another special man and woman, chosen by God for the
greatest honor of the world, to be the family of God’s own Son, Jesus, the Christ. Read Matthew chapter 1 some
time, and I am starting now just with verses 16-17 of this family tree: and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of
Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah. Thus there were fourteen generations in all
from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah.
Matthew 1:16-17.Forty two generations – and the Father of Many and the Princess have kings born into their family
line, King David, King Solomon, and then Joseph and Mary, and the Messiah, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
There has been a lot of waiting, 42 generations, and so much faith, and still even more faith is needed. Something
seemingly impossible will happen, which will require faith and belief.
Matthew 1:18-19 - This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind
to divorce her quietly.
Imagine being this couple. Imagine having to tell your fiancé, I’m pregnant and I am a virgin. Imagine hearing that –
and naturally thinking your beloved is lying, that she carries the child of another man. Joseph could have had Mary
stoned to death, but he didn’t. God knew what He was doing when He chose this man to be the stepfather of Jesus.
It appeared that Mary had been unfaithful, but Joseph waited, he paused in his judgment, even as he would be
faithful to the law. He kept quiet. And God quietly came to him: But after he had considered this, an angel of the
LORD appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." Matthew 1:20-21
In a dream God spoke and Joseph heard God’s will and Mary’s truth, and in trust and in faith, Joseph believed and
obeyed. What God had promised in faith to Abraham, was coming true for Joseph and Mary. God is faithful, the
promise had not been forgotten. God does not move on our time or at our will, but waits for the fullness of time,
which Joseph now knew. Joseph believed. Matthew 1:22-25: All this took place to fulfill what the LORD had said
through the prophet: "The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which
means "God with us"). When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the LORD had commanded him and took
Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him
the name Jesus.
At the right time, after waiting for 42 generations, faith wins, belief becomes reality – Jesus fulfills the prophecies,
God’s will is accomplished. The long lists in the family tree come down to a baby boy who is born in a stable, placed
in a manger. God kept His promise, He sent Jesus to earth so His Son could do all of the things needed to save the
world from the evil one, sin, and death. Then the list in Matthew ends with Jesus.
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11.28.2021 SERMON: WAIT UPON THE LORD WITH FAITH
The family tree looks like it ends with Jesus, but it doesn’t. Isaiah 11:1 tells us a shoot, (or a sapling, new life) will come
from the stump of Jesse, a branch will bear fruit from his roots. Jesse was the father of King David, they were
descendants of Abraham, Sarah and Isaac, sons from Laughter. From laughter and with great joy, from kings and
royalty, from the beginnings through eternity, we have Jesus. Jesus is that new life, and that new life branch extends
to you. From Jesus, through a manger to the cross, and out of an empty tomb, a whole, new family tree grows, and
Revelation tells us that this family tree includes every tribe, and language, and nation of the peoples of this earth.
You are part of this family; you are in this family tree. Have faith in this – believe this – this is good news of great
joy to all people!
Because Jesus came to fulfill all of God’s promises from the beginning to the end. This is worth waiting for, all we
need to do is have faith and believe that God is who he says he is, that Jesus is Lord. He is always with us; he’s not
going away. Jesus is a promise keeper and a miracle worker who saves us from ourselves. And he does this by
becoming one of us, and promises to come back for us. I’m preparing for that. I have faith in that. I can wait for that.
I believe that. I pray you do, too. Amen and amen.

YOU ARE INVITED TO A CELEBRATION, PASTOR EUGENE
JAMES IS RETIRING!
The Celebration is on December 18, 2021 Beginning at 2:00 p.m. (E.S.T.) through Zoom! Family,
Friends, Colleagues and those blessed by Pastor Eugene’s Service: Help us celebrate Pastor Eugene’s
years of service to the Michigan Region by sending cards & letters to:
Pastor Eugene James Celebration
Jessica Burton, Administrative Assistant
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Michigan
PO Box 24095
Lansing, MI 48924
If you prefer to write a check for this gift, please write "Pastor Eugene Retirement" on the memo line
and make the check out to CCMR, then mail to the above address. Monetary gifts may be given
through the website: https://www.michigandisciples.org/event/eugeene-james-virtualretirement-partydecember-18-2pm-est/
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