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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Soon we will enter the season of Lent, which will begin on Wednesday, March 2. We will have our annual Ash Wednesday
service in the sanctuary at 6:30 PM, which will include the imposition of ashes, the traditional sign of repentance. My guess is we
all have areas of our life where we need to repent, or reconsider the direction our life has been going. As we have been studying
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, we know we first believe, have faith, profess He is the Son of God. The next step is
to repent of what you know are your sins, third you are baptized, and then receive forgiveness, and then God sends the Holy
Spirit to guide you and help you in your faith journey. As Lent, the forty days before Easter, not counting the Sundays, is before
us, forgiveness is part of repentance and healing. Michael Dirksen preached about forgiveness at the end of 2021, and then wrote
this letter in response to someone who asked him how we forgive. Michael’s response was so well done, and may this be a pre-
Lenten devotional as you think of who you need to forgive, and as you think of those from whom you need forgiveness.
Next week we will have our Lenten devotional books available in the office, chapel, and narthex, and will begin a Lenten sermon
series on God’s Mercy on March 6.
God bless you and keep the faith,
Jill

MICHAEL'S LETTER ON FORGIVENESS
I'm glad you appreciated my talk! I am not the usual speaker so hearing that it meant something to someone is always really
encouraging. Though I am not a minister by trade and have not studied the bible academically, I have thought a lot about forgiveness
over the past few years as I am a political scientist and my thoughts on forgiveness have a lot to do with my own thoughts on the
divisiveness within society writ large. So, let me put that caveat up just so you know where I am coming from as I think about these
issues. That said, here are some more of my (admittedly less coherent) thoughts on the matter.
I want to begin by saying that forgiveness is, seemingly, more difficult now than it ever was before. What I mean by this is -- society's
propensity to forgive seems to be significantly less. I'm not sure if I adequately expressed this idea in the talk, but here is how I will
demonstrate it: wherein once we lived in groups of people where the ability to communicate just extended to people we physically saw
every day, now we can communicate with almost literally anyone at any time. This is important because this change happened without
developing norms, rituals, and virtue around how this changed our ability to learn, grow, and know. Now it is possible to be in the know
about wrongdoing someone somewhere far away did, and moreover, this wrongdoing is recorded forever, without the subsequent
virtues being developed around such communities. There are a lot of names we throw at this problem, but whatever it is called, the
worlds ability and capacity to record and know grievance has increased. That has undoubtedly done some good, as it has shed light on
many injustices. However, without developing virtue
around this new community -- the way society handles these issues is out of balance (pursuit of justice without forgiveness, or the pursuit
of forgiveness without justice). Forgiveness, like justice and mercy, is a virtue, and given that our society is not very virtuous -- it is
difficult for forgiveness to stand on its own (e.g. forgiveness without mercy, or forgiveness without justice are both much more difficult,
and right now we are striving towards justice without a model for forgiveness). For example, when I have talked to others about
forgiveness today, a common retort to the question I pose: "how do we forgive PERSON X for doing Y?" is this: "I don't have any issues
with forgiveness, but I do have an issue with how this burdens the victim." But that's just it -- isn't it? The victim saying "this hurt me, but
we're moving on" is forgiveness -- it's both very difficult, and very sacrificial (mirroring our relationship with Jesus "forgive). Forgiveness
means having the technical right to respond or enforce some sort of penalty on the person in question but choosing instead not to do so.
Hence why I called my talk breaking the cycle. Forgiveness breaks the cycle of retribution. It's why Jesus calls us to turn the other cheek
rather than respond with retribution. Another way to end the cycle. Societies goal right now seems to suggest that forgiveness can only
happen when both parties are restored to their relative whole from before the injury -- whatever that was. Forgiveness, however, is the
realization that the "return to before the injury" can never happen, for either party. Therefore, I think one concrete step everyone can
take in trying to forgive someone is recognizing this -- that the goal is not to return to how you felt before the injury happened, but to
move forward from that point.  (Continued on page 2)



Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM 
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Northpointe Choir

Soul Warmers - 2-4:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Ash Wednesday - 6:30 PM 
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed
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Donna Stuit Funeral 2PM (Chapel)
Reception in Centennial Hall after
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MICHAEL'S LETTER CONTINUED...
I say all of this as a backdrop -- because what you're interested in is not our corporate ethic of forgiveness, but an individual one.
Specifically the question of how do you make it stick -- if we look at forgiveness in the bible, it talks about how we are to forgive
constantly -- 70x7 times to be specific -- and while this is usually interpreted to mean forgive someone who injures you over and over
again (which I think it does, in fact, mean) -- I think another appropriate interpretation of this text is this: sometimes when we forgive
someone, the wounds come back. Forgiveness is not a linear process. It's not a thing where you can just flip a switch and they're
forgiven. Sometimes, despite your best efforts, the hurt comes back. So, this passage is not only calling on us to forgive the same person
repeatedly for different offenses, but it is the bible recognizing that we will need to forgive the same person for the same offense
repeatedly as well. Moreover, sometimes I think sometimes we struggle with exactly who we need to forgive. Sometimes I think we can
become so consumed with our own guilt about our apparent inability to forgive that we become mad at ourselves. When you're dealing
with your own internal thought processes behind pain, hurt, and anger, it is extremely important that you extend grace to not only others
but yourself as well. Forcing forgiveness isn't really forgiveness. We can work towards it, yes, but as I talked about above -- forgiveness
is both difficult and sacrificial -- so it does not come easily. I do think that there is power in speaking about your journey aloud. Saying "I
haven't yet forgiven X person, but I really want to" or "Today, I am going to take Y step towards forgiveness." provides some
accountability, even if no one else hears you, you will never see them again, or speak with them again.
I don't know that I have any magic words or suggestions beyond that for how to find a lasting forgiveness. If nothing else comforts, you
from this note -- you're 100% not alone in your journey towards learning how to forgive in a lasting manner. Much of how I have
learned about and thought about forgiveness comes from my own studies of politics, particularly peace processes in developing nations.
The one that comes to mind is the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa after Apartheid. Desmond Tutu wrote a book
about forgiveness based on this process. I've never read that book, but I have read many of Archbishop Tutu's thoughts on forgiveness
and I have heard good things about the book as well.
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GENERAL NEWS

WAYS TO HELP REFUGEES
Samaritas has let us know that they are in need of area rugs of all sizes for their clients. If you have a rug that you
would like to donate, please drop it off at the church
The Social Action and Mission Outreach committee is looking into the possibility of becoming a Co-sponsor to an
Afghan family. Co-sponsorship is where the church walks alongside a family to help them integrate successfully into
the community. No financial support is needed b/c of the amount of grant money being provided by the Federal
government. Co-sponsorship requires a team of individuals willing to give of their time and talents in one or more of
the following areas; housing, transportation, cultural adjustment, schooling, and/or jobs and finance. We, as a
committee, cannot do this without the commitment of individuals working alongside us. Please call the church office,
if you are interested in learning more about this unique opportunity. Thank you, Diane Phelps,
dianephelps2010@gmail.com

FUNERAL FOR VIRGIL WESTDALE
The funeral for Virgil Westdale will be on Saturday, February 26 at 11:00AM in the sanctuary. It will be live streamed
and available on the church website. There will be visitation for Virgil on Friday, February 25 in the church narthex.
Times will be announced. Virgil was an amazing man who fully lived his 104 years as a pilot, war hero, humble man,
father, grandfather, great grandfather, inventor, and Brother in Christ. He will be greatly missed, and expressions of
sympathy can be sent to Fred and Cheryl Westdale at 5884 Long Point Ct., Ada, MI 49301.

COLLEGE NIGHT AT 
MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY
Michael Dirksen, our young adult leader, and
Pastor Jill Forton took our MSU students out to
dinner earlier in February. It was great to hear
how Jeremy James, Matt Weber, and Gabi
Sleeman are doing in their studies. In addition to
campus visits, our college ministry boxes go out
6 times a year to 35 students. Thank you to the
church for supporting these ministries.

EASTER LILIES
If you would like to order an Easter lily to decorate the sanctuary for Easter in memory or in honor of
someone, there will be order forms available this Sunday. Please fill out a form, include payment ($15)
and drop it in the offering plate or return it to the church office by Monday, February 28. You are
invited to take your lily home after the services on Easter Sunday.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2 and the church will host an Ash Wednesday
service that evening at 6:30 in the sanctuary. There will be a short meditation, the imposition of ashes
as a sign of repentance, and meditative music. Please plan to join us.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our  Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! We are looking at the life of Jesus, playing some fun
games, doing crafts, and having a great time together each week. As we move into the Lenten season, we will start
looking at stories of rough times for people in the Bible and what they needed from God during their struggles. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We are still studying the 10 Commandments! Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM.
We hope to see you there! During Lent, we will be using "The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and Curriculum as we
navigate this coming season.
Parents - please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to get involved with Sunday School.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to 
 come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

REGISTER
HERE

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out last month. It's a great
opportunity for parents to have a few hours to themselves.
We provide dinner and great childcare from 6-8pm once a
month. The next event will be in March! Sign-ups will begin at
the end of this month.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would
like to be a Counselor in Training at Elementary
Camp or go to the Middle School or High School
camp, please go to CampCrystal.org and click on
registrations. You can register online. The cost of
registration will go up May 1st, so please register
ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow
the QR Code below or call the Church Office to
apply for a scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS!

REGISTER HERE
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique
lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you
all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow
the QR Code and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these
excellent trips!

GRIFFINS GAME
March 4th we will be going to a Griffins Game against the Iowa Wild! Please
contact Michael Dirksen to sign up. We will be meeting at the Church at 5:30
and we will be back at church after the game is over around 10:00pm. The
game is free, but if you would like snacks or Griffins Gear, bring some
spending money! We would love to have you and any friends you'd like to
bring!
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2.13.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES – BE THE CHURCH
What does it mean to be the church? It might mean as many things as there are people here and online. As we look at
becoming disciples of Christ, I want to take you back to Friday, August 6, 1801, to Cane Ridge, Kentucky, what was then
the frontier of the United States, only 26 years after we declared independence from Great Britain. The Second Great
Awakening was happening, and across this new country a religious fever was spreading in camp meetings and revivals.
The restrictions of the churches of Europe were being replaced with what some called a primitive form of Christianity,
based in the desire to restore the church to what it was in the book of Acts. Wagons and carriages brought hundreds of
men, women, and children to this remote area about 20 miles from Lexington to a revival called a Great Communion
occurred and the one at Cane Ridge brought in 20,000 people – an unimaginable number in this rural area. One
traveler wrote to a friend in Baltimore that he was on his way to the “greatest meeting of its kind ever known” and that
“religion has got to such a height here that people attend from a great distance; on this occasion I doubt not but there will
be 10,000 people.” He underestimated the number, but he got it right on the impact. The Cane Ridge Revival quickly
became one of the best-reported religious events in American history, and one of the most important religious gathering
in the United States. It ignited an explosion of religion, which soon helped redefine what it meant to be a church. For
decades the prayer of camp meetings across the land was “Lord, make it like Cane Ridge.”

This winter we’ve been looking at what it means to be a disciple of Christ, and today let’s think about what it means to
be a church. We are part of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ, and can trace our roots to this meeting. Barton
Stone, one of our founding fathers, preached at this event, his pulpit was a tree stump, and he invited Methodist, Baptist,
and Presbyterian pastors to preach as well. This meeting was the spark that led Barton Stone to work towards the unity
of all Christians rather than the divisions that had come over from Europe. Later his group who sought to be Christians
only, joined Alexander Campbell’s like-minded group who simply wanted to be disciples of Christ. The two movements
for unity joined in a handshake on January 1,1832 in Lexington, KY. A statement of union was given by Raccoon John
Smith, a preacher evangelist, who declared, “Let us then, my brethren, be no longer Stoneites or Campbellites, or New
Lights or Old Lights, but let us all come to the Bible, and to the Bible alone, as the only book in the world which can give
us all the light we need.” What happened at Cane Ridge, and what happened 31 years later in Lexington, was that the
people of God chose to meet and teach, to be together and learn, to be in communion and to look to the Bible alone as
the word of the Lord. Our ancestors in the faith gave us a new way to be the church, a new kind of church for a new
country – a church of faith, freedom, obedience, and responsibility. They showed us the way to be the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), and highlighted the importance of meeting together, whatever the circumstances, and relying on the
Word of God as inspired by the Holy Spirit.

They knew this was the way because Jesus had shown them the way. In the Great Commission, Matthew 28:19-20, we
learn what we are to do from the Lord Himself, He tells us how to be the church: Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Jesus tells us to go and make disciples, to baptize, as we did last week with Lilly, Brandon, Michael, Dan, Matthew,
Michael, Evalyn, and Noah, and then He tells us to teach what He has commanded. We have the responsibility to know
what Jesus taught, and the freedom we have to own, read, and study the Bible should not be taken lightly. Not too
many generations back in your family, people did not have Bibles as we do now, many did not know how to read, only
the priest or pastor could read and interpret the Bible for their congregation. We are so blessedly free, there are still parts
of the world where the Bible is not allowed, and some of you may remember back in the 1980’s when this congregation
was part of a group that smuggled Bibles into the USSR.



2.13.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES – BE THE CHURCH
As a disciple of Christ you are living in a different time, a time of great freedom that gives you the responsibility to learn
and grow in faith, so you can teach others. Our founders believed that everyone had the ability to read and interpret the
scriptures for themselves, that people who were not clergy could understand the Bible as well as someone in seminary,
and that ordination in the ministry was second to the ordinance of baptism. You have freedom as a disciple to get to
know Jesus, just as the original 12 disciples did, by spending time with Him. You do that by reading what He said and
seeing how His teaching apply to your life. This was a radical idea in frontier America – that there were no creeds or
hierarchies that decided the way you must read scripture. As Disciples of Christ, we believe the Bible is the Word of God,
and that word is given for you, that it is the Living Word of God, and that God has something to say to you. You have
the individual freedom to interpret what God is saying, and you’ll find that understanding the scriptures is best done in
community, so we can learn from one another, affirm the authority of the Bible, and engage in scripture in ways that are
both responsible and faith forming.

In the Great Commission Jesus tells us to go, baptize, and teach, and that is because “All scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 5:16-17. This scripture urges you to get to know the Bible and take it seriously.
It has been said as disciples we ultimately decide what to believe for ourselves, but we do not decide what we believe by
ourselves. We are in this journey together – responsibility for interpreting the Bible is not a private matter, and here at
Cascade we learn with open hearts, open doors and open minds for Christ, Communion and Community. We also admit,
as our early founders discovered, that the Bible sometimes isn’t as clear as we’d like, and we need each other to grow in
understanding. I have said jokingly in Bible studies with adults that I sometimes wish we had a bishop to tell what to do
and believe. Instead we have this freedom and responsibility to ourselves, to one another, to those who came before us,
and to those who will come after, to learn, teach, and obey Jesus Christ. It can make life as disciples a little chaotic at
times, and it always makes it interesting, as we are people with ideas and opinions.

But we have this common ground, that all scripture is God breathed, and it is our privilege to be guided in scripture by
the Holy Spirit. It has been said don’t blow off what’s God-breathed. Being open and guided by the Spirit, and using
reason, tradition, and history, we can interpret what God says to us, and respect what God is saying to another, due to
our common faith in Jesus Christ. We are united in Christ, but our unity is not uniformity. As we value our own religious
freedom, we value the same for others, even when we don’t see eye to eye. Sometimes that gives us a little discomfort,
but that allowance of freedom in Christ, guided by the Holy

Spirit, can allow for very meaningful discussion and deeper learning. When we seek to live in unity with each other in the
Word of God, we might agree to disagree over Bible passages, but we also recognize the image of God in one another
as we pursue the truth that is God. Our founder Alexander Campbell believed that the authorship of the Bible was
shared between the human writer and God, who inspired every word on the page. This then is an invitation for us to
listen in on a conversation between the biblical author and the Holy Spirit, and to engage in that conversation with the
expectation that we will learn and be equipped to be who God calls us to be.

So Jesus tells us to learn and teach, but in order to do that we need to be together – we must meet. Acts 2:42-47 has
guidance for us to be the church. “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All
the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who
had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being saved.” 7
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2.13.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES – BE THE CHURCH
Church, we need to meet together. We can’t do this alone. Devotion to learning from the apostles teaching and fellowship
are healthy practices from the early church. They met by praying together, eating together, sharing in communion,
sharing what they had, helping those less fortunate, finding common grounds, meeting at the temple, and they were glad
to be with one another as they praised God as God’s people. These were real people, with their own life experiences,
biases, ideologies, and assumptions, but they had the humility to set that all aside, and learn to be together, to be the
church. And they have given us this legacy of what church can be.

The pandemic has separated us, and apart from the Body of Christ that is the church we slowly die. The early church
shared life together, and when we live like they did, we grow, and the church grows, spiritually, numerically, and as a
family. This togetherness is called fellowship, and there is nothing else like Christian fellowship. To be together in Christ is
a glimpse of heaven; to be there for one another in joy and sorrow makes this life endurable. As the pandemic begins to
ease, what might we begin looking ahead to as the church? In what new and impactful ways can we be together and
invite others in – the old methods are pretty amazing – eating together – we all love that, praying together- we all need
that too, we need to be in communion, not only at the Lord Table, but communion in Spirit, in our friendships. And we
can find all kinds of ways to give what we have and help those who are hurting. The pandemic has made it so everyone
is hurting, divisions are everywhere, so this is the time to be the church that finds common ground so those who are
divided can unite in the love of Jesus.

We cannot be Christians alone. We are in this together – Hebrews 10:24-25 reminds us “And let us consider how we
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” The author of Hebrews gets it –
we journey in the Christian life with others. We can’t give up meeting – and we have not, the pandemic has not stopped
us from being a church that worships and serves Jesus Christ, and may future generations remember the sacrifices you
made, the leaps of faith that this congregation took, the work you did to sustain the church and be a community of
believers. This is a time to encourage one another, and to stay positive in the hardships because God still reigns, God is
with us, and we’ll get through this. William Robinson, a British Disciple, wrote many years ago about Christian fellowship,
most particularly at the Lord’s Table:
“Without elaborate ritual then, and without vestments, Churches of Christ have found very satisfying this worship
centering in the Lord’s Supper, conducted with dignity, simplicity, and quiet reverence, witnessing to the bonds of
fellowship that unites the members of the beloved community to one another and to their Divine Head, which joins the
church on earth to the Church in heaven. Here in the Lord’s Supper they have found a sure, yet silent witness to the
Presence of the Lord, when in the fellowship company they have experienced the communion of the Body and Blood of
Christ.”

As the touch of a spur moves a horse, or a cheering fan base motivates a team, we urge and encourage one another to
good deeds, to love. We are strengthened together at the Table of the Lord, simply, with dignity and reverence. This is
fellowship, united as the beloved community, the family of God, which joins the church on earth with the church in
heaven. And we do this by not giving up meeting together, but by encouraging one another.
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2.13.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES – BE THE CHURCH
How? Make the effort - by prayer meetings, baptisms, the Lord’s Supper every week, visits to the elderly, teaching the
word in Sunday School, adult studies and in preaching, by feeding the congregation at soup and sandwich and at special
meals. We meet and encourage in the music ministry, the tech ministry, the mission outreach and social action ministries.
We encourage the 25 or more teenagers here every Wednesday night, now bringing friends with them, by college care
packages and visits – friends – this is just a glimpse of our beloved community. Our communion of saints, God’s beloved
community, is alive and well because we do not give up. We have met through the pandemic, we have met through
hardship, we have met in celebration, we have met in grief, we have met to face injustice, we have met to humble
ourselves in prayer, we have met to have fun with the family of God, we have met to battle evil, we have met to
baptize, dedicate children, and united couples in marriage. We have met, we meet, and we will continue to meet
because we gather in the name of Jesus, we worship Him alone, and no power of hell, no scheme of man can stop us
from meeting in His name. He is with you, go and tell, He is with you, learn and teach in his name, He is with you, don’t
give up on meeting, He is with you, and He is in our midst. This is church. Friends, keep the faith, make disciples, and be
the church. Amen and amen.


