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March 11, 2022

Week 104

Don't forget Daylight Savings Time Starts March 13. Set your clocks ahead!

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
We now begin our first full week of Lent, and continue to look at our lives in view of God’s mercy. When I chose this
sermon series, I had no idea what was ahead, that Ukraine would be invaded, that gas prices here would quickly rise,
that a new edge of concern would be among us as we wonder what the next morning’s news cycle will bring. If ever
we needed God’s mercy, it is now. Mercy is a choice, to NOT give someone what they deserve, but instead to be
gracious, forgiving, empathic, compassionate. Our world needs God’s mercy, and as we prayed on Ash Wednesday,
“Lord have mercy on me.”
As we have received God’s mercy, it is something we share with others, and that would include love, compassion, and
mercy even for our enemies. Last Sunday we talked about temptation, and it is tempting to judge, to exclude, to see
someone as “other”. Can we choose to be merciful? To pray not only for our friends, but for those who hurt us and to
ask for God’s mercy not just for ourselves, but for others.
I urge you, in this season of reflection and sacrifice, to show compassion to others. Many of you have asked how we
can help – and not only in Ukraine, but in the on-going natural disasters in the United States, in areas of deep poverty
like in Haiti, and with neighbors right here in Michigan, such as Rippling Hope in Detroit. You can help others in two
ways:
Pray – pray for peace for all people, in all of the ways that peace can come. Pray for the people of Ukraine, both those
who have fled and those who cannot. Pray for the soldiers, their families, for those who have been separated, for the
poor, the young, the elderly. Pray for the leaders of Ukraine, including their spiritual leaders and those who lead the
humanitarian efforts.
Give - Our excellent Social Action and Mission Outreach committee will continue to update you on ways we can help,
with the current push being for Weeks of Compassion, our Lenten offering that goes to alleviate suffering in its many
forms. Our Ash Wednesday offering went to Weeks of Compassion for Ukraine, as 100% of what we give will go to
help the Ukrainian people in their desperate need. You can give online, write a check to the church for our Week of
Compassion offering, use one of the little change banks that are available at church. Cascade Christian will make sure
your gift gets to Week of Compassion as they work with partners in Ukraine and in other crises.
Please read the letter we received from the Board of Week of Compassion last month(on Page 2). Be encouraged that
you are making a difference.
I close sharing the prayer of our General Minister, the Reverend Terri Hord-Owens:
"God of the great and the small, you hold all in Your care. We pray safety for Ukraine’s people, generosity from those
rendering aid; and comfort for countless families separated and terrified. Christ of compassion and peace, Your love
never fails, never runs out, never wanes. We pray with deep gratitude for those who put hands and feet and faces to
Your goodness. Spirit of mercy and justice, may Your wisdom prevail.
We pray for clarity and discernment, with desperate words but also with great confidence, that Your true shalom
might reach every corner it has yet to find. Spirit of abiding hope, Christ of expansive welcome, God of outrageous love,
We are Yours. In Your mercy, Hear our prayers. And may we put those prayers to work.
Amen."
Keep the faith, and share the faith,
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Jill

LETTER FROM WEEK OF COMPASSION BOARD
Dear Friends of Cascade Church,
Greetings from Week of Compassion! Congratulations! I am thrilled to share with you that Cascade C.C. is one of the
top 40 giving congregations in 2021! I am so thankful to be in partnership with you... to serve together, to care for
hurting communities, to bring help and hope... and you are doing this in your community through Meals on Wheels,
Soup & Sandwich ministry, Soul Warmers, and so much more. It is your spiritual and financial gifts that make all this
possible. Thank you! I have heard that the church has experienced loss over the last 23 months. I pray that you are
mourning those losses, and also celebrating the great joys that are happening as well—including the baptism of 7 young
people!! You have my continued prayers for CCC and it's ministries.
In Gratitude—
Cindy (Week of Compassion Board Member)

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (3/13)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Daylight Savings Time (Spring Forward)

Monday (3/14)

Soul Warmers - 2-4:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (3/15)

Wednesday (3/16)

Thursday (3/17)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
College Boxes - 5:30 PM (Centennial Hall)
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Soup & Sandwich - 12:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM (Narthex)
Board Meeting - 7:00 PM (Zoom)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (3/18)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Middle School Madness

Saturday (3/19)

Days for Girls - 1:00-4:00 PM (Centennial Hall)

2

Financial giving for
the week ending in
2/27/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $9,313

GENERAL NEWS
WEEK OF COMPASSION UPDATE: RESPONSE FOR UKRAINE
On Thursday February 24, Russia launched military attacks against Ukraine in more than a dozen locations across the
country. In the days since, we have joined with you and with people around the world in praying for peace. We have
also joined our ecumenical partners to put those prayers into action. In the first few days, it has been reported that nearly
half a million Ukrainians have been displaced, that number has now increased to 2 million. Our partners, through ACT
Alliance, have already responded to the immediate needs by shipping 28 tons of food to support those fleeing to
Hungary, and staff have been working with refugees at the Ukraine/Hungary border. Shelter capacities are being scaled
up, and humanitarian information points are being established to help those arriving to the border and awaiting entry.
We have connected with International Ministries of the American Baptist Church and their work through the European
Baptist Federation. Week of Compassion is focused on providing relief in the immediate days and weeks, while also
strategizing with our global and domestic partners for a long-term coordinated response.

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY – “YOU WERE MADE FOR THIS
MOMENT”
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00PM on the second floor of the Education Building
Join us for a 5 session study on the book of Esther, reading Max Lucado’s book “You Were Made for this Moment”. If
you’re feeling weary from your challenges, wounded by your battles, or worried that the world is spinning out of control,
the book of Esther brings you the good news that God hasn’t forgotten you. You are a citizen of heaven, and can put
your hope in the God of grand reversals, and find your courage for challenging times.
Please join us – and stop by the office for the book and study guide (suggested donation $25.00).

NEW WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY – “DISCOVER COLOSSIANS: THE
MYSTERY OF JESUS”
The Women's Bible Study will begin a new 7-week study of Colossians on March 15th." They meet Tuesday mornings at
9:00 AM in Centennial Hall.

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
During the membership class, we had a group of students who both knew a lot and wanted to know more. Now those
students have been baptized and may be wondering, “what’s next?” Well, during the same time-slot as the Membership
Class (Thursdays, 4:15-5:45), we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We will learn with Groove
studies, serve through different projects at the church, and grow in fellowship and faith.
Be Bold is open for everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for people who have gone through the membership class and
want to keep going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and
we’ll see if we can come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thursday, March 24 5:30PM at Cascade Roadhouse
Please join the women of the church on Thursday the 24th for a n evening out and to plan spring events, including a
spring trip to Shipshewana, Indiana.
Please call the church office by Wednesday, March 23 to reserve a spot for dinner out, and invite a friend.

HELP WANTED
We have several companies that have been in touch with the church seeking employees. The jobs includes school
custodial work, and driving for a local pharmacy. If you are looking for work, call the church office for more information
on these opportunities.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL - SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest is on! An email was sent out last week with each point-earning activity kids can
do (memorize the Lord's Prayer, fill a week of compassion box, etc.). Kids should report any points they've
earned to Adam Carlson during Sunday School or Wednesday Jubilee. On Easter Sunday, the Sonshine Store
will open, where kids can cash their points for amazing prizes. There are also physical copies of the activity
sheets available - please contact the church office if you would like one mailed to you.
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see
you there! Starting this Sunday, we will be using "The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and
Curriculum as we navigate the Lenten season.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! As we move through the
Lenten season, we will be looking at Bible stories of God's people in tough spots.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out in January. It's a great opportunity for
parents to have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and great
childcare from 6-8pm once a month. The next event will be on March 25th!
Sign-ups will open very soon - watch out for that email.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to
come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique
lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you
all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow
the QR Code and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these
excellent trips!

GRIFFINS GAME
The Griffins game on March 4 was a total blast apart from the score, that is. 0 - 4!
Huge thank you to Dan Hickey for getting the youth
group tickets to the game!

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would
like to be a Counselor in Training at Elementary
Camp or go to the Middle School or High School
camp, please go to CampCrystal.org and click on
registrations. You can register online. The cost of
registration will go up May 1st, so please register
ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow
the QR Code below or call the Church Office to
apply for a scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE
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3.6.2021 SERMON: IN VIEW OF GOD'S MERCY – MERCY IN
TEMPTATION
Welcome to the season of Lent, when we journey with Jesus into the wilderness, into the desert to confront our own sin,
a time in these forty days before Easter to reconsider the road we are on. The journey of Lent is not easy, but we make
this pilgrimage towards Jerusalem, with Jesus, and with one another. As we walk the Lenten road we are going look
together at the challenges in life in view of God’s mercy, Today we’ll look at God’s mercy when we are tempted.
No doubt you’ve heard of the experiments done with children and marshmallows. The person leading the experiment has
a bowl of marshmallows, and says the child can have one, but if they wait and don’t take one until the tester comes
back, they can have two. The tester then leaves the room, and the child is watched, through a two way mirror, to see if
they take a marshmallow. Many do, thinking they are unobserved. Many do, even when they have heard there is a
greater reward if they can wait. Some even lie when the tester returns, saying they didn’t eat a marshmallow, hoping to
get two. These children are us. It is hard to wait for what we want. These children are us; we try to get away with
something if we think no one is watching, and these children are us when we give into temptation and then try to lie our
way out of it. This is our nature, and it begins very early on in us.
Taking a marshmallow is not going to impact your eternal destiny, but the inclination, that desire to give into temptation,
just might decide your future. But thanks be to God, that our God is a God of mercy. Mercy is compassion and
forgiveness given to someone who has caused you harm, someone that you have the power over to punish. Mercy can
be seen as not giving someone who has done wrong what they deserve. The children in the experiment were not
punished for taking a marshmallow when the tester left the room. But they might see not getting a second marshmallow
as punishment, or as unfair, even as they got what they deserved. For us, as adults, people who are quite talented at
sinning, we know what we deserve. We deserve condemnation, that judicial act on the part of God that declares our
guilt, and then we brace ourselves for our punishment. But our God is merciful, God does not want to condemn any of
us, and goes to incredible lengths to bring us back to Him. That will be the focus of our Lenten journey with Jesus, that
we can view our lives, our brokenness, the hurts of the world, in view of God’s mercy.
Today we begin our Lenten sermon series with mercy in temptation. You may not be tempted by a marshmallow, but
temptations are all around you. One of the most prevalent causes of car accidents today is distracted driving. You know
how it is you take your eyes of the road to look at something else. You might talk to the person next to you, or get too
wrapped up in the music you’re listening to. You might reach for something to eat or drink, or you might be tired and get
sleepy and lose focus. But probably the biggest distractions while driving are our phones. You read a text, or worse, you
write a text, and it can turn deadly. Each year 400,000 injuries and at least 4000 deaths result from car crashes
involving distracted drivers in the United States.
I mention this because there is another kind of distraction that is deadly. Think of how often you are distracted away from
the things of God. We all lose our way, we lose focus from following God’s will, we wander from God’s path. This
happens when we are tempted to look away from God and instead turn towards the attractions of the world. During
Lent we seek Jesus and the cross, but so often our view is distracted by other cares or concerns, by things that lead us
directly away from the Lord. Temptation is real, and it is our reality. But we have a God that is bigger and more
powerful than any temptation, and our Lord Jesus shows us the way out, that it is not a sin to be tempted, and that we
can resist the tempter. Let’s look at how Jesus handled this. Right after Jesus was baptized, he went into the wilderness
for forty days, to spend this time with God away from distractions, to get focused for what was ahead. He didn’t eat
during this time, as nothing could distract him from being with God, listen to what happened in Matthew 4:1-11
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3.6.2021 SERMON: IN VIEW OF GOD'S MERCY – MERCY IN
TEMPTATION
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become
bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth
of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
‘He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if
you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord
your God, and serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him
The temptation of Jesus shows us temptation is persistent. It is constantly around us, and it always tries to distract us from
God. We have to keep our guard up; temptation can come when we least expect it. The reason temptation is persistent is
because Satan in persistent. Think back over the example of Jesus – Jesus was hungry, as anyone would be after a forty
day fast, and Satan suggested Jesus do some self-care- make bread from stones. This doesn’t seem unreasonable, right?
Jesus is fully divine, so he could make bread, and he is fully human, so he was hungry. But one step towards Satan can
lead to another, and Jesus said no - we don’t live forever from the food we eat. Real life, eternal life, God’s good life
comes from God alone, from the word of God, and Jesus quoted the word of God in answering Satan, from
Deuteronomy 8:3 where God reminded his people that it was not manna in the wilderness journey from Egypt that fed
them, but that they were fed by the word of the Lord.
Satan tried again in his persistence- making another seemingly reasonable request – that Jesus throw himself off the roof
of the temple in Jerusalem, and let everyone see how God’s angels would save him. That would show the doubters,
right? That would confirm the faith of the believers, right? Jesus quoted again from the book of God’s law, Deuteronomy
6:16 – that we are not to test God. Persistent still, Satan offers Jesus the riches of the world, if Jesus will bow and worship
him. Satan, a fallen angel, asks the Son of God to bow and worship him. Jesus says no – that it is written to worship and
serve God only, which is Deuteronomy 6:13. Satan is so persistent, and made it all seem reasonable. And he is just as
crafty and tireless with you, too. If he can’t distract you one way, he’ll try another, and can place so many temptations in
your line of vision. They will change as you age, and they will change as you grow in faith, but he will try to get you off
the road God has planned for you. Satan is persistent, but he will not win.
Paul writes a warning to us in I Corinthians 10:6-13. He had described the temptations that God’s people experienced in
their history as they made their exodus from Egypt and slavery. God let them cross the Red Sea on dry land, God gave
them manna, quail, water from unexpected places in the desert, God guided them, and yet they still were distracted and
dissatisfied. Paul wrote in The Message translation: The same thing could happen to us. We must be on guard so that
we never get caught up in wanting our own way as they did. And we must not turn our religion into a circus as they
did— “First the people partied, then they threw a dance.” We must not be sexually promiscuous—they paid for that,
remember, with 23,000 deaths in one day! We must never try to get Christ to serve us instead of us serving him; they
tried it, and God launched an epidemic of poisonous snakes. We must be careful not to stir up discontent; discontent
destroyed them.
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3.6.2021 SERMON: IN VIEW OF GOD'S MERCY – MERCY IN
TEMPTATION
These are all warning markers—DANGER! —in our history books, written down so that we don’t repeat their mistakes.
Our positions in the story are parallel—they at the beginning, we at the end—and we are just as capable of messing it
up as they were. Don’t be so naive and self-confident. You’re not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as
anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; it’s useless. Cultivate God-confidence. No test or temptation that comes your
way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you
down; he’ll never let you be pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through it.
Paul’s warning shows us temptation is not only persistent, but it is progressive. It can start small, grumbling about how it
was better back in Egypt, but it grows, and spreads, and it contagious. Temptation has the potential to overtake you, and
let you drown in sin. It can happen slowly, but it can still subdue you, and pull you under. One thing leads to another, the
Israelites in the wilderness progressed from complaining to outright rebellion against God – making a golden calf to
worship in place of the God who had allowed the Passover, choosing a cow statue over the God that had let death had
passed over them in Egypt, and choosing to worship an idol now that they were free.
The same is true for us. We complain, we compare, we grumble, we make snide remarks, and those words grow in
destructive power. You might think no harm is being done, but giving into that temptation can lead to broken families,
divided churches, the end of a marriage, or the loss of friendship. What starts small, and what seems insignificant, can
snowball, and eventually become an avalanche that buries you.
The progression of temptation has been described like this: Sow a thought, reap an action, Sow an action, reap a habit.
Sow a habit, reap character. Sow character, reap your destiny. What you plant, will grow. Best to weed out temptation
before it takes root in sin. The deeper you sink into a lie, a bad habit, an affair, a corrupt business deal, an unethical
situation, the easier it gets to sink deeper.
So how do we escape? If even Jesus was tempted, what can we possibly do? I Corinthians 10:13 from the NIV states it
this way:
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humankind. And God is faithful; He will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can endure
it. The Message described this as No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have
had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never let you be pushed past your
limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through it.
Temptation is progressive, and it is persistent, but we have a God who is merciful and who provides an off ramp, a way
out. There is hope for us!
Victory over temptation is where Lent begins. Victory begins at Jesus side, as the angels minister to him after Satan left
him. Victory over temptation is what Lent is all about. Lent is about Jesus, that Jesus overcame temptation, and so can
we. God is faithful, and God provides the way out, another road when you’re driven towards distraction. God gives you
an escape route. God is doing the action for you, God is merciful. He won’t let you go past your limit; He will be there for
you; He will be there to get you through.
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3.6.2021 SERMON: IN VIEW OF GOD'S MERCY – MERCY IN
TEMPTATION
Jesus defeated temptation by owning the driver’s seat. He wasn’t distracted, and wouldn’t enter temptations territory. The
devil threw everything he could at Jesus, not only in the desert, but throughout Jesus’ life, at Gethsemane and then at
Golgotha, and Hebrews 4:15 says Jesus was tempted in every respect as we are – think about that. Everything that
tempts you, tempted Jesus, But that is where our similarity stops – because Hebrews 4:15 also adds that Jesus was
tempted, but was without sin. Jesus stayed in the driver’s seat, temptation didn’t overtake him, didn’t divert him. Jesus left
temptation, and the serpent that is Satan, in the dust.
And the beautiful thing is, Jesus not only prevailed, over temptation, but he makes a path for us. He is our way out, he is
our protector, guide, friend, ally, cheerleader. Jesus is cheering you on – urging you that you can do it- resist evil, be who
God made you to be. The perfect, sinless life of Jesus is credited to our spiritual bank account, he assumes the penalties
for our debts, and we have victory.
ROMANS 8:37 says - NO, IN ALL THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM
WHO LOVED US.
That is the message of Lent. Beginning on Ash Wednesday we get our directions, our map, our road sign. The ashes on
our foreheads are a sign of compassion and forgiveness from the Father through the Son, and we are invited to take the
journey with Jesus, to reflect, look within, reconsider, and walk with Him, to the cross, to the grave, and out the other side.
May you drive through life in view of God’s mercy. And in view of God’s mercy, may you keep your focus on the road,
the path of Jesus, and go with your traveling companion, the Lord Himself. God’s grace and mercy will be with you,
when you resist temptation, and He is with you when you fall. God doesn’t give up; the persistence of Satan is paltry
compared to the lengths God will go to for you. Keep God’s mercy in view, and let’s travel, together, with Jesus.
Amen and amen.
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