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March 18, 2022

Week 105

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God.” Romans 12:1
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Through the season of Lent we are focusing on God’s mercy. Mercy can be defined as patience or compassion,
especially towards someone who does not deserve such kindness. The Apostle Paul tells is to give ourselves as living
sacrifices, to live sacrificially to be of service to God. Giving something up certainly is a Lenten practice, but this kind of
living as a sacrifice is different. It is more than not eating chocolate, more than giving up a bad habit. Being a living
sacrifice means you are giving your all to your Lord and God. We do so “in view of God’s mercy,” that is, because of
the mercy and compassion that God has shown us in Jesus Christ. Jesus offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice to pay
the debt of sin we owed. Through this gift from Jesus, God displays His perfect mercy to us. Lent is the time of year
when we pause and reconsider, we reflect on the direction we’ve been headed, and recognize how we are undeserving
sinners who are very loved by God our Father. To live as a sacrifice, to give our all, is a faith-filled response to this
great love from our Lord.
In light of this verse from the book of Romans, some of you have wondered how you can be holy when only God is
holy. That is a good question, as we all are sinners, and not one of us is perfect. God alone is perfect and holy in that
sense, but as people of God we care called to holiness as being set apart. Maybe you have experienced this, how as
you grow as a Christian, some of the things of the world are less attractive, less important, less desirable. You find
yourself set apart. And that can be hard, you might lose some friends and family as habits change, as faith grows, as
you give Jesus your heart. That is where Jesus said we take up a cross to follow Him, He never said it would be easy,
but that it would be worth it. As followers of Jesus we gain some of God’s vision, that we are all made in the image of
God, that all people matter to God, and we see life with a Kingdom mind set.
C.S. Lewis wrote in Mere Christianity – “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the
most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” Thanks to God’s great mercy, you are made for
another world. Something greater is coming, and Paul writes of this in Romans 8:18 – For I consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. I know things are difficult right
now, and urge you to respond with mercy, to be a living sacrifice, to give it all in service to God, from the way you
drive, to how you treat the people around you, in how you might compliment more and complain less, in how you
simply live in God’s love and then share it. Lent is about sacrifice, reflect on what sacrifice you might make. May your
life be a living sacrifice to our Amazing, Merciful God.
Keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (3/20)
Monday (3/21)

Tuesday (3/22)

Wednesday (3/23)

Thursday (3/24)

Friday (3/25)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
3/13/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $7,545

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM (Narthex)
Women's Night Out - 5:30 (Cascade Roadhouse)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Parent's Night Out - 6:00-8:00 PM
Game Night - 7:00-9:00 PM (Chapel Basement)

Saturday (3/26)

GAME NIGHT!
Adult game night is March 25 at 7pm in the Chapel basement. All are welcome. Please bring a snack to share, if you
wish, and your own beverage. Any questions should be directed to Debbie Jones, 616-299-7154 or
debbiejones1018@gmail.com.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thursday, March 24 5:30PM at Cascade Roadhouse
Please join the women of the church on Thursday the 24th for an evening out and to plan spring events, including a
spring trip to Shipshewana, Indiana.
Please call the church office by Wednesday, March 23 to reserve a spot for dinner out, and invite a friend.
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GENERAL NEWS (CONTINUED AFTER SERMON)
WEEK OF COMPASSION UPDATE: MARCH 15 - FROM PARTNERS
IN UKRAINE
"For us, like for many others, every day Ukraine is on our hearts."
So begins a letter from Pieter and Nora Kalkman, missionaries to the Czech Republic, writing to their church family in the
(American Baptist) International Ministries. Through IM, and the European Baptist Federation, Week of Compassion is
on the ground in Ukraine and nearby nations, responding to the emergent needs of those fleeing the country, and those
who remain internally displaced by the war.
As stories of devastation and terror fill the international news, stories of compassion, generosity, and life-giving help flow
in from our ecumenical partners as well.
In the port city of Mariupol, the basements of at least two central churches shelter several hundred Ukrainian people. In
Lviv, EBF-connected volunteers helped establish mobile hospitals, where local pastors provide spiritual and psychological
support to patients and staff, and train others to do the same. Churches in every region are centers of refuge, helping
those in transit to other locations, as well as any needing overnight care.
Logistics centers in bordering nations receive and distribute aid, and churches have mobilized to take thousands of
refugees. Winter weather has stranded many trying to cross borders, including several hundred Indian students. Even
when it means driving hundreds of miles, rides are being organized to pick up Ukrainian refugees from border stops and
carry them further into other nations, to relieve the crowding at major crossings.
EBF contacts are trying especially to connect with African and Asian refugees from Ukraine who have been refused at
some borders, but are finding refuge and access in other places. All refugees are being fed as soon as they arrive and
are offered free transport and accommodation.
Even while the needs are dire and seem insurmountable, we remain a people of Gospel hope, a living witness to the
goodness of Christ, alive in the world. Alongside you and all our ecumenical partners, Week of Compassion holds fast to
the vision of a world where God’s people transform suffering into hope.
PRAY
Missionaries Pieter and Nora invite us to pray with them:
Pray that peace will reign in Ukraine.
Pray for those who are stuck, or have to stay in the cities surrounded by the fighting.
Pray for those traveling - for safe travels, welcoming arms and hot food.
Pray that Churches will be able to minister to all.
Pray that the leaders will know the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit.
PREPARE
In these moments, we are working and responding to appeals from our ecumenical partners for immediate aid. We also
know there will be refugee, displacement, and relief needs for a very long time to come. We are in close conversation
with our partners, and we know that as the needs arise you will join us in response and welcome.
GIVE
Contributions to Week of Compassion can be made online or by check (POBox 1986, Indianapolis IN 46206). When
designated for International Emergency Response, 100% of your gift will serve those impacted by this crisis.
With gratitude and hope, together we PRAY, PREPARE, and GIVE.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL - SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest is on! An email was sent out last week with each point-earning activity kids can
do (memorize the Lord's Prayer, fill a week of compassion box, etc.). Kids should report any points they've
earned to Adam Carlson during Sunday School or Wednesday Jubilee. On Easter Sunday, the Sonshine Store
will open, where kids can cash their points for amazing prizes. There are also physical copies of the activity
sheets available - please contact the church office if you would like one mailed to you.
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see
you there! Starting this Sunday, we will be using "The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and
Curriculum as we navigate the Lenten season.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! As we move through the
Lenten season, we will be looking at Bible stories of God's people in tough spots.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out in January. It's a great opportunity for
parents to have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and great
childcare from 6-8pm once a month. The next event will be on March 25th!
Sign-ups will open very soon - watch out for that email.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to
come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique
lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you
all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow
the QR Code and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these
excellent trips!

GRIFFINS GAME
The Griffins game on March 4 was a total blast apart from the score, that is. 0 - 4!
Huge thank you to Dan Hickey for getting the youth
group tickets to the game!

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would
like to be a Counselor in Training at Elementary
Camp or go to the Middle School or High School
camp, please go to CampCrystal.org and click on
registrations. You can register online. The cost of
registration will go up May 1st, so please register
ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow
the QR Code below or call the Church Office to
apply for a scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE
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3.13.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SUFFERING
The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 8:18 – For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. And Paul is right, what’s ahead for those who follow Jesus is glorious beyond
what words can say. And yet, in this world we have troubles, even as we know Jesus has overcome the world. Still, the
suffering in the world is so terrible right now. Watching the news, the invasion of Ukraine, the bombing of hospitals, the
plight of the people as the stand up for their freedom is almost unimaginable. Closer to home, I know you suffer, many of
you are in mourning, grieving the loss of someone you love. Some of you are in deep financial distress, and the price at
the gas pumps is not helping. Some of you feel alone, most of you are deeply tired, and some of you are ill or waiting for
answers. We are anxious and we wonder where will this end? Max Lucado says times like this are winter, like a bleak,
dark time of winter, as we long for spring, and he would also remind you again of the book of Joseph, and that you’ll get
through this, it won’t be painless, and it won’t be quick, but God will use this mess for good. In the meantime, don’t be
foolish or naïve, but don’t despair either. With God’s help, you’ll get through this because our God is merciful in our
suffering.
Suffering has been around from the beginning. Ben Franklin once quipped that there are two certainties we encounter –
death and taxes. But I think, in view of the world today, that people experience suffering in addition to death and taxes.
Each of us has some good years, where God is in His heaven and all is right with the world, but we also have those
seasons where we walk in the valley of the shadow, where everything is chaotic, or we feel numb and unable to
summon the energy to even look up to God.
Suffering surrounds us. It might make you question God, or even outright reject God’s existence. Steve Jobs looked at the
suffering in the world and used that as an argument that there is no loving God. But scripture has never ignored the
messiness of the world, and as Christians, we don’t deny there is suffering and pain. We’ve known from our beginnings
that this is a broken world.
You’ll recall Genesis chapter 3, where Satan had tempted Eve and Adam to eat fruit from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, which had been forbidden by God. Since then we know evil, we are well aware of sorrow, suffering, and
pain. And from our first parent’s choice sin has entered the world, and as sons of Adam and daughters of Eve – we sin.
We are part of the cause of suffering and pain. God gave the punishment for disobedience, pain in childbirth, and hard
work, telling Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:17-19
… you’ll be working in pain all your life long. The ground will sprout thorns and weeds, you’ll get your food the hard
way, planting and tilling and harvesting, sweating in the fields from dawn to dusk, until you return to that ground
yourself, dead and buried; you started out as dirt, you’ll end up dirt.”
This is a fallen world, a broken planet, once we chose to leave the garden, it cannot be reentered on this side of heaven.
So what do we do? Lent is a good season to reconsider.
The season of Lent is a time to reflect on where we are going, what we are doing. To do that we need to acknowledge
the reality of suffering through the lens of God’s mercy. We have a God who enters suffering with us, bringing healing,
and a path beyond the pain. Those of you who are in the medical professions know the symbol of the caduceus – a
winged staff, encircled by two snakes or serpents. This staff was carried by Mercury, the messenger of the Roman gods,
used by early doctors who were travelers as they went to the sick, and similarly, if there is one serpent on the staff, it is a
reminder of Asclepius, the god of healing. There is another staff in the account of the exodus of God’s people out of
slavery in Egypt as they journeyed to the land God had promised them. What had happened was God’s people were
now free, on their way to the country God had promised them and God cared for them every step of the way. But the
journey wasn’t easy – the desert and the wilderness can be tough places.
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3.13.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SUFFERING
So, the people started to doubt that God cared, and felt God wasn’t treating them right. They complained about the food
and that there wasn’t enough water. They took it out on their leader, blaming Moses, and then started blaming the God
who had saved them. They seemed to have forgotten what it had been like to be enslaved, they seem to not remember
the Red Sea crossing. They forgot God’s goodness and mercy. It is so easy to look back and think we’d never do that –
but how often do you complain? That is an uncomfortable question in light of the suffering in Ukraine. Our complaints
seem so small. Look back over your life for a moment, yes, you suffered, but can you look back see God’s mercy? God
got you through just as He got His people through to Israel.
In Numbers 21:4-9 God stopped the complaints of His people and reminded them that He is sovereign. He sent poisonous
snakes among the people, many were bit and died of snake bite. Others came to Moses, recognizing their sin and
rebellion, and asked that Moses to pray that God would take the snakes away. God heard their prayers and instructed
Moses make a bronze snake, put it on a pole and anyone who looked at the bronze snake would be healed. Moses did
so, and the people who looked up, and trusted God, were saved. Can you see what this foreshadows? We too suffer
from the bite of a serpent, that ancient voice that first tempted Adam and Eve. Satan loves it when we complain and are
discontent with God. But through Jesus, God has lovingly given us a means of grace, and we too have to look up. We
are not saved by a bronze serpent, but by Jesus who was lifted high on the cross, who suffered for you and me because
of our complaining and rebellion.
The prophet Isaiah has given us a beautiful description of Jesus, 700 years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Isaiah
describes a man of sorrow, humble, not someone you’d notice, man who knows suffering and pain. Isaiah’s description of
Jesus is someone we can relate to. Isaiah 53:1-6 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or
majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by
mankind, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised,
and we held him in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity
of us all.
Jesus, our man of sorrows. We may think God is distant and uncaring, but Jesus, our man of sorrows, shows us how
close God is. God Himself came down and lived in a human body and took on the suffering of the world. Jesus didn’t
come just to see what it was like to suffer, He experienced it fully. He felt what you feel, what I feel, and took on Himself
the suffering of all people. Jesus fully knows the imperfection, the ugliness, the cruelty of this world. He knows injusticeHe was betrayed, beaten, humiliated, abandoned, stripped, mocked, tortured. And He didn’t have to do this, He didn’t
deserve this, but He came, and takes on our suffering in this very moment, out of love. He gives us the example of how
to handle suffering.
In 1 Peter 2:21-25 we get this view of God’s mercy in suffering
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.
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3.13.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SUFFERING
“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his
wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer of your souls. NO retaliation, no threats, simply trust God. That is the example of Jesus. In the Message
translation of this same passage we are invited to walk with Jesus in our suffering, to share in His:
This is the kind of life you’ve been invited into, the kind of life Christ lived. He suffered everything that came his way so
you would know that it could be done, and also know how to do it, step-by-step.
He never did one thing wrong, not once said anything amiss.
They called him every name in the book and he said nothing back. He suffered in silence, content to let God set things
right. He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so we could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His
wounds became your healing. You were lost sheep with no idea who you were or where you were going. Now you’re
named and kept for good by the Shepherd of your souls.
Jesus took on our suffering, and took it to the cross, even as there was no sin in Him, even as He had done no wrong.
We cherish the cross, decorated our homes and churches with crosses, and we wear the cross around our necks, and as
we do, may we remember it is a sign of supreme suffering, a sign of extreme love. Jesus went through excruciating pain,
the word excruciating literally means “out of a crucifixion”. And out of love, knowing what you’re going through, knowing
what hurt you in the past and what you fear in the future, knowing how you suffer, your loving Savior enters your pain
with you, and in doing so, He changes the outcome. Jesus is our wounded healer, broken, suffering, man of sorrows, but
also the Light of the world, the Savior of our souls, our Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, our Everlasting Father, and
the Prince of Peace. With Jesus, you can be whole, clean, healed from the sickness of sin.
The cross of Jesus is our cure for suffering. And this comes to us in view of God’s mercy. Being a Christian will not spare
you from pain, following Jesus may add to the pain some of you face. But while not spared from suffering, you are not
alone in suffering. You have a Savior who walks with you, side by side, and as you carry your cross, He carries His cross.
Look closely at this photo from Darlene
Scharfschwerdt. As first glance it is a sunny
day in the church courtyard. But look closer,
there is our Living Cross, our memorial that
God has been merciful to us for over 150
years, look closer still, there is a little shadow
of the cross, your cross, small compared to
what Jesus carries for you, and look deeper
still. Somehow, the light of the sun casts a
shadow of a courtyard tree on the wall of
our education building. Look at that shadow
– many can see there knees bent in pain as
feet have been nailed to a beam, arms
stretched out with palms impaled, shoulders
sagging with the weight of the sin of the
world, a bowed head, as the Son humbly
gives His all before the Father for you.
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3.13.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SUFFERING
A shadow, yes, but let this image open your eyes to our ever present Jesus. Some can’t see the resemblance to the
crucified Savior, but others see Him, our Man of Sorrows in many places, in the eyes of people helping children evacuate
from Ukrainian war zones, in the exhaustion of doctors and nurses who work to care for COVID patients, seeing pain
replaced with peace as someone enters hospice care. Look, with more than your eyesight, look, and you’ll see their pain,
and you’ll see the mercy of God in our Man of Sorrows, Jesus who is in many places.
So even in our pain, in our suffering, we can rejoice, for Jesus is with us, and God’s mercies are fresh every day.
Psalm 30
I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat over me. Lord my God, I
called to you for help, and you healed me. You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead; you spared me from
going down to the pit.
Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. For his anger lasts only a moment, but his
favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. When I felt secure, I said, “I
will never be shaken.” Lord, when you favored me, you made my royal mountain stand firm; but when you hid your
face, I was dismayed. To you, Lord, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy: “What is gained if I am silenced if I go down
to the pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it proclaim your faithfulness? Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me; Lord, be my
help.” You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing
your praises and not be silent. Lord my God, I will praise you forever.
You have been spared, God has been merciful, Jesus has been lifted high that you to may rise and live. In your depths of
suffering, Jesus reaches down with His nail scarred hand, and pulls you up. He suffers your lament, your cry, your
brokenness, and gives you hope and a future, and dances with you. He covers you with joy. Weeping, suffering will last
for the night, and for this long winter we are in, but rejoicing comes in the morning, God’s joy finds a way. Friends, take
the hand that is offered, accept God’s mercy, and even in your suffering, may you dance with the Lord.

GENERAL NEWS
BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We will learn with Groove
studies, serve through different projects at the church, and grow in fellowship and faith. The class is open for everyone
5th- 8th grade, but designed for people who have gone through the membership class and want to keep going. If
transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can come
up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY – “YOU WERE MADE FOR THIS
MOMENT”
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00PM on the second floor of the Education Building
Join us for a 5 session study on the book of Esther, reading Max Lucado’s book “You Were Made for this Moment”. If
you’re feeling weary from your challenges, wounded by your battles, or worried that the world is spinning out of control,
the book of Esther brings you the good news that God hasn’t forgotten you.
Please join us – and stop by the office for the book and study guide (suggested donation $25.00).

HELP WANTED
We have several companies that have been in touch with the church seeking employees. The jobs includes school
custodial work, and part-time driving for a local pharmacy. If you are looking for work, call the church office for more
information on these opportunities.
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