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March 25, 2022 Week 106

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church, 
We are almost halfway through Lent and soon we will be celebrating Easter and the Risen Lord.  We still have this
time before Easter to reconsider the direction we are going in, and to view our lives and the lives of others in view of
God’s mercy. In God’s mercy, we do not receive what we deserve. We have these last few weeks to think again about
repenting, to turn from sin and its damages to our heart, mind, and soul. But repenting is more that turning from sin, it
is turning to the cross of Jesus Christ. In Him we find comfort and strength, in Him we find sin erased and forgotten –
we don’t deserve this – but this is God’s mercy towards us. 

You may have given up something for Lent to focus more on the Way of Jesus. I would also encourage you to give up
pride and be merciful to others. Mercy can become a way of life for us, an instinct for those who are following Christ.
The Passion of the Christ, meaning what Jesus went through during Holy Week on our behalf, is our supreme example
of mercy as we watch Him, so full of mercy, receive no mercy from His enemies.  The trials are heavy for so many
people right now, life feels uncertain, there is so much noise and confusion, but into all of this, a disciple of Jesus can
bring mercy when focused on the Suffering Servant, can bring calm when focused on the Prince of Peace, can bring
hope when focused on the Risen Savior, and can bring joy when filled with the Holy Spirit. The world, your
neighborhood, your office or school, your family needs YOU to be a Christian today, to really live out what it means to
be humble, merciful, and meek.

Jesus called this being “the salt of the earth” in Matthew 5:13. To be salty doesn’t mean to use salty language, and it
even means more than being down to earth, simple people who gain the respect of others. To be salty in today’s world
means you don’t lose your distinctiveness. Just as salt makes something taste different, you need to be salty and stand
out for Christ. Jesus asks you to be different from those around you, to think higher and behave accordingly.  The world
needs the church to be salty right now, to be outstanding in the love and mercy we show to others, especially to our
enemies and betrayers. May God use you to salt your corner of the world with mercy. 
Keep the faith, Jill

Upcoming worship services:
March 27: Relationships in View of God’s Mercy
April 3: Serving in View of God’s Mercy
April 10: PALM SUNDAY - Palm Branches in View of God’s Mercy
April 14: Bread and Wine in View of God’s Mercy, Maundy Thursday Service 6:30PM
April 15: Ecumenical Good Friday Service, 12 noon
April 17: EASTER - The Open Tomb in View of God’s Mercy
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Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM 
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Chili Cook Off

Soul Warmers 2-4 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM 
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM (Narthex)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Sunday (3/27)

Monday (3/28)

Tuesday (3/29)

Wednesday (3/30)

Thursday (3/31)

Friday (4/1)

Saturday (4/2)

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Financial giving for 
the week ending in 

3/20/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $15,606
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COLLEGE BOXES
The last of the college boxes have been sent out! Thank you to everyone
who volunteered their time and snacks, and a special thank you to
Marsha Steensma who worked hard to co-ordinate this ministry. If you
would like to participate in this ministry or if you would like to sign up
your college student to receive boxes next year please contact Michael
Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com or Marsha Steensma

ANTI-RACISM DISCUSSION GROUP
The next meeting of our Anti-Racism group will be on Saturday, April 2 at 9:00 a.m. in the coffee house. Meeting topics
might include a 29-minute podcast about the Tulsa race riot 100 years ago and an article about the Bible and racism.
Hope to see you April 2nd, and for more information contact John Duchon at amishgonebad@msn.com.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
March 25th and April 29th from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. we will have our monthly parents' night out. This is free
babysitting for anyone that would like to participate! RSVP is REQUIRED. Kids (infants - 8th grade) are checked in and
out in Centennial Hall. Middle School and High Schoolers are welcome to help! 

mailto:mdirksen@cascadechristian.com
mailto:amishgonebad@msn.com
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GENERAL NEWS

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY – “YOU
WERE MADE FOR THIS MOMENT”
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00PM on the second floor of the
Education Building
Join us for a 5 session study on the book of Esther, reading Max Lucado’s
book “You Were Made for this Moment”. If you’re feeling weary from
your challenges, wounded by your battles, or worried that the world is
spinning out of control, the book of Esther brings you the good news that
God hasn’t forgotten you. 
Please join us – and stop by the office for the book and study guide
(suggested donation $25.00).

HELP WANTED
We have several companies that have been in touch with the
church seeking employees. The jobs includes school custodial work,
and part-time driving for a local pharmacy. If you are looking for
work, call the church office for more information on these
opportunities.

DAYS FOR GIRLS
On Saturday, March 19, there was a Days for Girls workday at Cascade Christian Church. Days for Girls is a nonprofit
organization that prepares and distributes sustainable menstrual health solutions to girls who would otherwise miss school
during their monthly periods. We had an absolutely awesome Kit Creation Day with 18 volunteers boxing up the
components for the Ukraine refugee response. These are our total contribution:
334 Shields*
472 Liners*
252 Drawstring Bags*
125 Carry Pouches*
385 Underwear
542 Disposable pads 

In total, the church is sending 2110 items, including 1,183 items that were sewn by hand*!!! We are so proud of our team
and blessed by the contributions of time, supplies, underwear, and money to make this possible!  If you are reading this
and would like to get involved, please join us! We love new volunteers! The next Days for Girls event is Saturday, April
16 from 1:00-4:00PM. You can also donate financially. We use this funding to buy fabric, supplies, underwear and to
pay for shipping. This shipment for Ukraine was $146.95. We really appreciate your support! Thank you to Diane Phelps
for leading this ministry through our Social Action and Mission Outreach Committee.

Days For Girls
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our  Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! As we move through the
Lenten season, we will be looking at Bible stories of God's people in tough spots. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest is on! An email was sent out last week with each point-earning activity kids can
do (memorize the Lord's Prayer, fill a week of compassion box, etc.). Kids should report any points they've
earned to Adam Carlson during Sunday School or Wednesday Jubilee. On Easter Sunday, the Sonshine Store
will open, where kids can cash their points for amazing prizes. There are also physical copies of the activity
sheets available - please contact the church office if you would like one mailed to you.

Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see
 you there! Starting this Sunday, we will be using "The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and
 Curriculum as we navigate the Lenten season.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to 
 come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

REGISTER
HERE

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We will learn with Groove
studies, serve through different projects at the church, and grow in fellowship and faith. The class is open for everyone
5th- 8th grade, but designed for people who have gone through the membership class and want to keep going. If
transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can come
up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth
room at 11:00AM (we will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to be
a Counselor in Training at Elementary Camp or go to the
Middle School or High School camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

REGISTER 
HERE

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We
are doing our own unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a
great snack each week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!

MOVIE NIGHT
On March 31st we will have a movie night at the Church to celebrate the beginning of spring break. We will provide
dinner and snacks. We will take over the sanctuary and watch movies on the big screen! Meet at the church at 6:00
PM and we will be done just after 10:00 PM. 

BOWLING
On Thursday April 28th we will be partnering with the BeBold class to go Bowling at Eastbrook Lanes. Meet at the
church at 4:30 and we will be back by 7:00 PM. Bring $10 for bowling, and money for snacks if you wish. 
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3.20.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN BETRAYAL
How deep the Father’s love, so deep, beyond all measure. And we need that love- we need God, we need our Lord and
His mercy on this world.
There is so much brokenness, so many ways people hurt one another, so much pain. But God does have mercy on this
world, mercy on you and me. Mercy – that compassion and forgiveness from God that we do not deserve, but it is given
anyway. This Lenten season we have looked at God’s mercy in ashes, mercy in temptation, and God’s mercy in suffering.
Now we look at one of the most painful experiences in human relationships: betrayal. Showing mercy when you have
been betrayed is beyond difficult. It doesn’t come naturally to us to be merciful to a traitor, but this is nothing new, people
have betrayed one another for a long time.

Think of Benedict Arnold, an early hero of the American Revolution. As captain of his Connecticut Militia Company he
was given permission to attack the British at Fort Ticonderoga in New York. Fighting along with the Green Mountain
Boys of Vermont, Arnold was able to capture the fort with little alarm, and then captured to Crown Point and Fort
George. A few months later, in September 1775, Arnold participated in the American invasion of Canada, attempting to
add Quebec as a "Fourteenth Colony" which failed, but Arnold served valiantly as a brilliant tactician and was a hero.
After further battles, Benedict Arnold was promoted to Major General. George Washington hailed Arnold as “the bravest
of the brave.” 

And something happened, Arnold became disillusioned with the American cause. He sold secrets to the enemy for twenty
thousand British pounds. This war hero turned, changed sides, became a brigadier general in the British Army. The
reasons for his change of sides have been the subject of much speculation. It has been said that if Benedict Arnold had
died at the Battles of Saratoga, he would have been considered as one of America's greatest heroes. Instead, he died in
England as General Washington's most brilliant tactician and America's worst betrayer. 

Benedict Arnold’s name is associated with shame. He was a traitor, and the root word for traitor is Latin, meaning “to
hand over.” Traitors betray their friends, family, country, principles, they hand them over. Betrayal is part of our American
history, but also part of our faith history. Today we will look at betrayal in view of God’s mercy

Romans 12:1 is one of our Lenten scriptures:
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.
In view of God’s mercy, we are invited to bring our all to God, even when we are traitors, even when we betray Him.
Let’s look at another traitor who made the greatest betrayal, betraying his teacher, his rabbi, at the cost of 30 pieces of
silver. He betrayed his Rabbi, and you know his name, he is Judas Iscariot. Today we’ll look at Judas’s betrayal, and our
own betrayal - but in light of God’s mercy. 
Matthew 26:14-16 describes the beginning of the betrayal:
Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, “What are you willing to
give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched
for an opportunity to hand him over.

Matthew 26 began with Jesus being anointed, a woman came to him and poured very expensive perfume over Jesus’
head, and in John’s Gospel she included Jesus’s feet. This was not a dab of perfume; she had broken the alabaster jar that
held the perfume and poured all of it out on Jesus. She sacrificed and gave her very best, fully and completely. But this
upset the disciples, and we might have been just as upset had we been there. Such waste! This is too much! This could
have been sold and the money could have gone to aid Ukraine – you can imagine our West Michigan sensibilities being
riled up in this act of giving, just as the disciples were. Jesus cut through their complaints – saying what she had done
would be always remembered, she had prepared his body for burial. It is after this event that we find Judas on the
move.



3.20.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN BETRAYAL
Up to this point, Judas has been one of the twelve, Matthew 26:14 describes him as one of the chosen, men handpicked
by Jesus to be his followers who would be there after He ascended to heaven. These were the men who would be the
church. Being Lord and God, Jesus knows their hearts, and chooses them anyway. Judas was the money handler for the
group, and as sometimes happens when a person is given that responsibility, he dipped into the funds for his own benefit.
Jesus knew this, and Judas still remained one of the twelve. But something shifted in Judas, after the perfume had been
poured, something changed in him. He left, went to the chief priests, bargained over what he’d receive if he delivered
Jesus to them. And from then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over – the hand over, meaning Judas is
a traitor.

Why did he do it? Why did he turn against Jesus? What made Benedict Arnold turn against the nation he fought for?
What makes us betray another? But Judas? He was one of the twelve!! He followed Jesus then turned against his
Master, he collaborated with Christ’s enemies, serving those who would try to stop Jesus. He became the enemies’
informer, their insider, their fixer who would get Jesus in just the right spot at just the right time. His price - 30 pieces of
silver. Thirty pieces of silver was, at that time, the conventional price of a slave. Think about that - Judas would sell Jesus
like as a slave!

Two days later the time was right. It was a Thursday, the time of the Passover, the first day of the feast of unleavened
bread. The Passover meal had been prepared in Jerusalem, as Jesus instructed, in an upper room, and the Lord reclined
at the table, eating the symbolic foods with the twelve. 
Matthew 26:20-25 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating,
he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”
Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as
it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not
been born.”
Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

Jesus says it – one of you will betray me- that one of the twelve is a traitor, one of them will hand him over. Imagine
sitting there, hearing those words – the inner gasp – does Jesus mean me? Each one of the twelve knew what they
themselves were capable of, just as we know that we can be traitors. Jesus is omniscient, He is God, so He knows it is
Judas, but the disciples react strongly, asking “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” or “Is it I?” wondering “I’m not the one,
am I?” Imagine the disciples asking this of Jesus, then looking around at each other – wondering, if it isn’t me - who is it,
then? Which one of them could do this? 

Jesus says the one who dipped bread with him in the bowl of olive oil was the one. Culturally we miss something here. In
Middle Eastern countries to this day, to eat together, to dip bread together, is saying – “I am your friend and will not hurt
you.” This makes Judas’ betrayal all the more terrible. But it also says something about Jesus – and God’s mercy. Even as
Judas prepares to betray Jesus – Jesus is saying to Judas, “I am your friend, and I will not hurt you.” And Jesus knows the
price Judas will pay as a traitor, the guilt and remorse will be more than Judas can bear, and how his name will be
forever associated with betrayal. 
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3.20.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN BETRAYAL

Is the price of your betrayal greed? The love of money and hoarding of wealth can grow greater than our love for
God. When our time, energy, and passion go to accumulating and consuming, it can mean we love money more
than we love God, and the love of money can consume our heart, soul, and strength. 
Maybe your price of betrayal is ambition – your quest to climb to the top of your career, stepping on others to
achieve your ends, giving up precious time with your family and your faith to worship your own ambition. You’ve
lost any sense of humility, and press on towards your self-serving desires, even if they are against the will of God. 
Maybe the price of your betrayal is the price of being accepted – it is more important to you to please people than it
is to please God. You want to impress the important and the powerful, you want to be liked, admired, popular. You
don’t want to be ridiculed as a Christian, so your betrayal is your silence, your betrayal is your submission to the
world.
Your price might be the cost it takes to retaliate. The cost of your betrayal is your pride, your unwillingness to humble
yourself, or say you’re sorry, or take ownership of a mistake, to forgive someone who wronged you. Your payback
might be revenge, but you betray the Lord who calls you to forgive.

Judas’ answer to Jesus is curious. “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”
The other disciples ask, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”, they call Jesus Lord, but Judas still calls Jesus Rabbi. You
sense that Judas is disappointed, disapproving of Jesus in this lack of respect. Does this indicate that Judas doesn’t believe
Jesus is the Son of God? When he asks if he is the traitor, Jesus tells Judas – “You have said so” – which can be
translated as “You have said it yourself”. This is an acknowledgement that Jesus knows Judas’ intent. So Judas leaves the
group, and Jesus and the eleven go out to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray, and those Jesus asked to stay awake with
him fall asleep – a small sin in light of what Judas will do, but a still a disrespect, a small betrayal. After Jesus prays, He
return to the eleven. Matthew 26:45-50:Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes
my betrayer!”
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and
clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The
one I kiss is the man; arrest him.”  Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.
Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” 
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus, and arrested him.

So on that dark Thursday night, Judas had gathered the officers and the curious, went to the garden, and used a symbol
of friendship and affection to betray Jesus – the traitor’s kiss. What was meant to express love was the signal to hand
Jesus over. Benedict Arnold’s price was twenty thousand British pounds, Judas Iscariot’s price was 30 pieces of silver. Our
question today is, what is our price?

Judas isn’t the only one to betray Jesus. We call ourselves disciples of Christ, and we act like them, don’t we? There is
some Judas in each of us. Every time we knowingly disobey God, every time we behave against the will of God, every
time we are selfish, self-centered – we betray God. What traitors we are to the name we claim, what traitors we are to
Jesus, the Christ.

Thanks be to God that Jesus shows mercy to traitors. The gospel account makes it clear that Jesus knew beforehand that
Judas would betray Him, Jesus has announced this at the Last Supper. But remember, even then, knowing what was
coming, Jesus extended gestures of love, friendship, and even honor to Judas. Judas sat next to Jesus, close enough to
share the same bowl, close enough to share the same loaf of bread. Even after being kissed in the garden, Jesus calls
Judas, “friend”. Let that sink in a moment. Knowing He’d just received a death sentence, Jesus calls His betrayer, “friend”. 
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3.20.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN BETRAYAL
 Judas was paid 30 pieces of silver for handing Jesus over, the traitor’s wage. And remember that was the selling price
those days of a slave, it was a large enough sum of money that later it was used to buy land to for a cemetery. That
price is somehow appropriate, because Jesus was willing to offer Himself as a servant, willing to go to death and to the
grave for God’s people. Isaiah called Jesus the Suffering Servant, and Jesus described himself saying “The Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

Jesus was willingly sold as a slave by the betrayal price of thirty pieces of silver, and He did this to buy your freedom. He
was betrayed by a friend and killed by His enemies to demonstrate once and for all that God never deserts or betrays
sinners like you and me. Thirty coins, the price for what is priceless, our salvation in the sacrifice of Jesus, the Suffering
Servant. He gave His life as a ransom for many – and that includes you and everyone hearing these words. Thirty pieces
of silver bought you eternity, hope, and life.

Think about how Jesus was betrayed, how you have been betrayed, how you have been a traitor and betrayer, but in
view of God’s mercy. To His betrayer, Jesus offers bread, wine, a place at His table. To His betrayer Jesus offers His
friendship and His compassion. To betrayers like us, he offers the same. Will you accept His gestures of love and
forgiveness? Think about the price of your betrayal. Is it worth it? You have to decide, to accept Jesus for who he is – the
Savior, the Light of the World, the Son of Almighty God, or kiss Him goodbye in betrayal. That choice is in your hands.

The hand of the betrayer, dipping the bread in the same cup as Jesus. The hand of Jesus, sharing the bread with His
traitor. View this in light of God’s mercy. This is mercy. This is grace. The challenge before each of us is to choose, to hand
Jesus over, to betray Him. Or to put our lives in His hands, whatever the cost will be, and to go wherever He leads.

To do this I close with this encouragement from the Apostle Peter:
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil
with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may
inherit a blessing.  For,
“Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. They
must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”   Who is going to harm
you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their
threats; do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping
a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their
slander.

Friends, what will you choose? Faithfulness or betrayal? To hand Jesus over, or to take His hand. May God in His mercy
strengthen you, and may you keep the faith. Amen and amen.


