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CASCADIAN WEEKLY
March 4, 2022 Week 103

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
The season of Lent begins this week with our Ash Wednesday service. Lent is a time in the church year where we
spend the 40 days before Easter in deeper contemplation, prayer, sacrifice, and service in God’s Kingdom. Many people
give up something for Lent, others choose to do more, both with the intent of getting closer to Jesus as He walks to
Jerusalem, to Calvary, to the grave, and then beyond.

Our sermon series for the season of Lent will be about God’s mercy. You will be invited to view your life through God’s
mercy in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. As we see God’s mercy, we are called by God to repent, reconsider, reflect,
and be merciful towards others. The life of Jesus is God’s rich mercy to us.

Our worship series will include:
Sunday, March 6: Mercy in Temptation, I Corinthians 10:13
Sunday, Marcy 13: Mercy in Suffering, I Peter 2:23
Sunday, March 20: Mercy in Betrayal, I Peter 3:11
Sunday, March 27: Mercy in Relationships, Ephesians 4:32
Sunday, April 3: Mercy in Service, Hebrews 6:10
Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday, Mercy in Palms, John 12:13
Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday – Mercy in the Open Tomb, Hebrews 13:20-21

One of the ways you can express your gratitude to God for His Mercy is through giving to Weeks of Compassion, our
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) fund that help alleviate suffering from poverty, war, and natural disasters. There
are special giving envelopes, change banks for your spare change to help change the world, and the envelope in your
tithing envelopes. After the numerous natural disasters of tornadoes, floods, and wildfire here in the United States, we
know how much this aid is needed. This offering also supports the displaced people of Myanmar, Afghanistan, Haiti,
and Ukraine. 

I encourage you to make prayer one of your Lenten practices, and offer you this prayer from my dear friend and
clergy sister, Reverend Joan Cornelison. As she leads us in prayer for Ukraine, I urge you to pray and to give
generously. 
Keep the faith and share the faith, Jill

A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE
Almighty and ever-loving God, you who protects the weak and vulnerable, remember your people in Ukraine. Protect
the innocents who are caught up in a war that is not of their making. Provide for and strengthen the terrified people
who are fleeing for their lives, shield those who have chosen to stand back and fight for their nation, soften the heart of
the aggressor as you did with Saul on that road to Damascus, and as we sit here wondering what we can do; as we sit
here with a sense of helplessness, remind us once again that we are children of the Living God, called to be bold and do
exploits and that we are never alone. Remind us that in love, you sent your Son to this earth, and your Son sent the
Holy Spirit to help us in moments like these. Remind us, Blessed Savior, that our greatest weapon is not empty rhetoric,
it is not wishful thinking, but unceasing prayer (Ephesians 6: 10-18; 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-17). God of Peace and God of
Mercy intervene in this unjustified war. What the enemy means for evil, turn it around for your good and your glory,
so that many will be saved (Genesis 50:20).
AMEN!



Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM 
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM

Soul Warmers - 2-4:00 PM
Worship Committee - 5:30
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM 
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Admin Committee - 4:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Sunday (3/6)

Monday (3/7)

Tuesday (3/8)

Wednesday (3/9)

Thursday (3/10)

Friday (3/11)

Saturday (3/12)

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Financial giving for 
the week ending in 

2/27/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $8,386
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NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY – “YOU WERE MADE FOR THIS 
MOMENT”
Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:00PM on the second floor of the Education Building
Join us for a 5 session study on the book of Esther, reading Max Lucado’s book “You Were Made for this Moment”. If
you’re feeling weary from your challenges, wounded by your battles, or worried that the world is spinning out of control,
the book of Esther brings you the good news that God hasn’t forgotten you. You are a citizen of heaven, and can put
your hope in the God of grand reversals, and find your courage for challenging times.
Please join us – and stop by the office for the book and study guide (suggested donation $25.00).
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GENERAL NEWS

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
During the membership class, we had a group of students who both knew a lot and wanted to know more. Now those
students have been baptized and may be wondering, “what’s next?” Well, during the same time-slot as the Membership
Class (Thursdays, 4:15-5:45), we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We will learn with Groove
studies, serve through different projects at the church, and grow in fellowship and faith. 
Be Bold is open for everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for people who have gone through the membership class and
want to keep going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and
we’ll see if we can come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.

THANK YOU TO DAYSPRING CHORALE
On Sunday, February 27, the church was blessed by the music of Dayspring
Chorale of North Pointe Christian School. The twenty-some high school
students shared their witness and songs at both services, and you can bless
them by giving to the chorale trip to Alaska, where they will be headed in
April to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Please drop your offering to
support the chorale in the offering plate or bring it by/mail it to the church
office. Thank you.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our  Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! As we move into the Lenten
season, we will be looking at Bible stories of God's people in tough spots. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
This week marks the beginning of the Sonshine Store Contest! There will be an email sent out soon with each
point-earning activity kids can do (memorize the Lord's Prayer, fill a week of compassion box, etc.). Included
will be a place for parents to record what their children have completed. On Easter Sunday, the Sonshine
Store will open, where kids can cash their points for amazing prizes. There will also be physical copies of the
activity sheets available - please contact the church office if you would like one mailed to you.

Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. We hope to see
 you there! Starting this Sunday, we will be using "The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and
 Curriculum as we navigate the Lenten season.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to 
 come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

REGISTER
HERE

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out in January. It's a great opportunity for
parents to have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and great
childcare from 6-8pm once a month. The next event will be later this month!
Sign-ups will open next week.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would
like to be a Counselor in Training at Elementary
Camp or go to the Middle School or High School
camp, please go to CampCrystal.org and click on
registrations. You can register online. The cost of
registration will go up May 1st, so please register
ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow
the QR Code below or call the Church Office to
apply for a scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS!

REGISTER HERE
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group for elementary kids is up and running again. We are doing our own unique
lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you
all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow
the QR Code and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these
excellent trips!

GRIFFINS GAME
March 4th we will be going to a Griffins Game against the Iowa Wild! Please
contact Michael Dirksen to sign up. We will be meeting at the Church at 5:30
and we will be back at church after the game is over around 10:00pm. The
game is free, but if you would like snacks or Griffins Gear, bring some
spending money! We would love to have you and any friends you'd like to
bring!
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2.27.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES TO THE VERY END
There are beginnings and endings, and then often, after a loss, after a period of time, there can be a new beginning a
fresh start, a new day. An ending can be a doorway to something glorious, and that is because Christ is with us, to the
very end of the age. This winter we have been looking at what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, based on Christ’s great
Commission to go and make disciples. That’s what Dayspring Chorale does when they share their music ministry, in
churches like this and when on mission trips. Young, old, new Christian, lifelong Christian, any denomination, men,
women, children, we are all chosen by our Savior to share the faith, to go and make disciples. But we don’t do this alone,
Jesus is with us through all, to the very end, to our next beginning.

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He gave His disciples these instructions: Matthew 28:20 "Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
We’ve talked about making the effort, baptizing, teaching, meeting, obeying or observing the teachings and
commandments of Jesus, but we haven’t looked at the end of His commission, that He is always with us, to the very end
of the age. How does that feel, knowing Jesus is always with you? For many, this is comfort, guidance, reassurance. But
let’s be honest with ourselves, we might not always like the thought that Jesus is always there.  Even among the best of
us, we sometimes want to hide from Jesus, as Adam and Eve tried to hide from God in their shame, or head like a Jonah.
But Jesus is there, and where you go, He goes. When you mess up, he's there, when you make a deep dive into a
temptation, he’s there. And thank God He is, that no matter what we do, His love never fails, never gives up, and never
runs out. We would be so lost without Jesus. Knowing Jesus is with us to the very end of the age is a source of courage
and strength, knowing Jesus is with us helps us to fear less.

What is your greatest fear? I looked up the common fears of people, and thought it would be snakes or spiders or
sharks, but I was wrong, the greatest fear people have is loneliness. The fear of being alone is the greatest fear.
Loneliness changes when you realize Jesus is with you to the end of the age. You’re not alone, because a relationship
with Jesus gives you a church, where you’ll find friends, fellow disciples, and a family, the family of God. The second fear
is the fear of death, which is understandable. But with the continual presence of Jesus, death is the doorway to the next
life, and He walks through with us to eternal life, to being in the Presence of God, where things are as they are supposed
to be- perfect, loving, beautiful. The third fear can be summed up as fear of other people – social phobias, the fear of
people who seem different from you, the fear of judgement. This fear divides us, breaks us, and makes us feel isolated or
threatened. This fear is one of Satan’s most popular weapons against us. Satan uses this lie to instill fear into us is that
God is far away or absent from our presence, that you don’t matter, to God or to anyone, that you are not worthy, and
that if everyone knew the real you, you’d be lonelier still, so isolated, don’t reach out, because God and everyone else is
against you. 

Have you ever felt that way before? If you have, you’re not alone. We've all felt at some point that God is distant or
uncaring, that we could not possibly matter to God, and we might even doubt if God is real. But nothing could be farther
from the truth. God promises in His Word, over and over again, that He is always with us. Not only that, but He has
also proven time and again He is with you – look at your life, and you’ll see He is there. 

For some, when bad times roll around, they see that as God's absence, with an attitude that if God really cared this bad
time wouldn’t be happening. We are in bad times now, you don’t need me to remind you of that, and rarely a week has
gone by in the last two years where someone has not asked me if this is end. How can I respond when scripture tells us
no one but the Father knows when that will be? What we do know is that Jesus is with us, always to the very end of
the age, and then He walks with us to the grave and then out the other side.



2.27.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES TO THE VERY END
We are not the first to face bad times, at various times in Bible we see God was there even in the midst of war, famine,
flood, and storms. Think of the stories of the Bible even the youngest children know – Noah’s ark, devastation for the
world, but God was there. Throughout the Old Testament we see the trials of God’s people becoming a nation, becoming
truly God’s. It wasn’t easy, so much was against them. But God was for them, as they had their flight for freedom from
Egypt, God was with them, as they made their way to the Promise Land, God was with them as they survived the poor
leadership from some of their kings. God remained, sometimes letting the people suffer the consequences for their actions,
but God was there. In Joshua 1:9 we read "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." This sounds so much like the
words of Jesus – God is with us, Jesus is with us, to the very end.

The apostle Paul learned of the closeness of Christ on the Damascus road, meeting Christ in a blinding light. Paul had
been Saul, the persecutor of Christians, but the closeness of Christ gave him a complete heart change, and he became
the great defender of the faith. Paul knew Jesus was with him – and said in Philippians 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ
and to die is gain. That is fearless faith. In death, in life, Jesus is there, and promises to never leave us nor forsake us. That
knowledge has made it so some of our saints have left this life, gone on to glory, with out fear. Seeing Virgil in his last
days, Marcia Hefner before she died, and now with Donna Stuit, there was peace, perfect peace, Jesus had never left
them and was so close, so very present as they moved to the nearer presence of God. Jesus was and is with them, to the
very end of the age, and Jesus is with you.

Paul put it this way in his letter to the Romans, and this good news is often shared at a funeral: Romans 8:38-39 "For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." To
the very end of the age, and then beyond, the love of God through Jesus is with us. And while death, being apart from
those we love is so painful, we do not grieve as people without hope, because Jesus has made a way for us to live. Death
stops a heartbeat, but it doesn’t stop the love that heart held or the difference that life made. And because of Jesus, we
have no fear, not of death or life or angels, or governments, or the present mess of the world or the future we question,
nothing can separate us from the love and the presence of Jesus.

Sometimes Mark Twain sums up what I try to say - and in such concise and profound simple words. He wrote: The fear
of death follows from the fear of life. A man who lives fully is prepared to die at any time. This reminds me so of Virgil
Westdale, a man who truly lived, and lived well, until he died at 104. How about you, are you fully living the life God
has given you?

As disciples of Christ we have a choice - to look ahead with doom and gloom, or be harbingers of hope and live fully. A
harbinger is a person that signals the approach of another person or event, and we usually associate the word harbinger
with bad times, describing something as a harbinger of doom. But harbinger can be a positive word as well, and as
followers of Christ we can be harbingers that signal something amazing is happening, all the time – that Jesus is with us,
and with us to the very end! We don’t have to have a Damascus road experience to know God is with us – but maybe
you have, you might be able to look back at your life and see how something turned out in an unexpected way – the
breakup lead you to a true love, the firing brought you to a new career, the bad grade made you study harder or drop
the class and pursue a passion, or how when things hit bottom, you looked up, and saw God was still there. 
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2.27.2021 SERMON: MAKING DISCIPLES TO THE VERY END
The events of your day matter to God, and as you follow Christ, your path is no longer your own, you are side by side
with a Savior who invites you to come fishing, to carry a cross, to go to all the world and make disciples. Your life in in
His hands, and the random events string together like beads in a necklace or like threads in a weaving – making
something beautiful – you are being led by God in a particular direction, and can be a harbinger that shares that joy
with another.

God has great plans for you. As God’s unfolding grace is happening in the world, your story is the continuation of God’s
story. We talked before about how the Book of Acts is our story, and that Book is unfinished as we write the next
chapters and then pass the faith to the next generation. Be assured, God is not absent, from our lives, Jesus is with us,
and God is standing in front of us leading us, beckoning us to a life full of hope, joy, and grace.

Zephaniah 3:17 seems to capture the loving presence of God – especially with Dayspring Chorale here with us: "The Lord
your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his
love; he will exult over you with loud singing."  That’s how close God is, how close Jesus is, how near you are to the
Spirit, God is singing over you, exulting over you, rejoicing over you, God is glad you’re here. God is in your midst, God
will quiet the anxious moments with his love. What a God!

Billy Sunday, a great evangelist from 100 years ago, was born into poverty in Iowa, but along the way picked up skill as
a great outfielder, and was in the National League. He left baseball for the ministry, preaching with the energy that he
had on the ballfield. He lived a blameless life, not often does one survive sports fame and fame as an evangelist without
a scandal, but not Billy Sunday. Maybe it was the poverty he came from, or the times he lived through, the pandemic of
1918, WW I, the Great Depression, but he knew the nearer presence of God, and shared his faith in the God who never
left him, even in the challenges. He said, “We have a God who delights in impossibilities.” That includes the impossible
that it right in front of you. Billy is right – and God has not changed. Jesus is here, now, with you, and together you and
Jesus can take on whatever is challenging you in your life.

In Hebrews 13:5 Jesus said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you." Can you accept this? Can you take in this blessing
and know it is for you? I know how hard it is, there has been a lot of losses, too many funerals, too many hurts and
injuries, the world is shaky, and we fear war, we rethink our budget with rising prices, we pray our cars don’t break
down, we worry for our kids, our parents, our grandparents. We see friends struggling. We know their exhaustion. But
there they are, some of the very last words of Jesus on earth, tell us – I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
And from Hebrews- I will never leave you or forsake you. In troubled times, in bad and good days, hang on to these
words, believe this promise.

Corrie ten Boom did. She hid Dutch Jews in WW2 as the Nazi occupied the Netherlands, was caught, and she survived
living in a concentration camp. She was a wonderful Christian author, and reminds us never to be afraid to trust an
unknown future to a known God. As we seek to be disciples and make disciples, let’s remember her words. We have
nothing to fear, our past, present, and future is with Jesus, to the very end of the age. Amen and amen.


