
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

Summer is going by quickly, and it feels like we are trying to make up for the time we lost last summer. There are many
events this week and next to get people together in the name of Jesus, to enjoy food and fellowship, and to teach the
next generation about the goodness of God.

As I write this on July 19, I am looking forward to our second Diversity Lunch this Thursday at 11:30. John Duchon and
his friend Lloyd will have a candid discussion on friendship and racism. That same night we have our first Adult Game
Night in the chapel basement at 7:00 – how good it will be to have fun together again over cards and board games.
This coming week we have Vacation Bible School each morning, a family picnic Tuesday night, and a Worship Jam with
Jacob on Sunday, July 25. I thank God for these opportunities to grow in faith and meet with one another again.

When the Church Board met on July 15, it was decided that we will no longer require the COVID-19 protocols we have
used for many months to keep one another safe. All who are not vaccinated are asked to use their mask, and we will
continue to use precautions with our children, but we will no longer require health screening, temperature taking, or
distancing between the pews. Many thanks to all of the volunteer health screeners, to the amazing women who made
masks for us, and to each of you for your patience and resilience in the pandemic.

I am preaching a sermon series on the life of Joseph which will conclude in August. Joseph’s story is 3600 years old but
remains fresh and relevant as Joseph deals with family issues, forgiveness, and reconciliation. As a celebration of the
sermon series, we will be showing a DVD of our own students presenting “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream
Coat “on August 8. If you know some of the cast (who are all now young adults) invite them to look back at the past.
This event will be at 1:00 in either the coffee house or sanctuary.

As summer goes by so quickly, remember to enjoy each day and the many blessings God has given us. Psalm 104:1
reminds us of God’s glory, not only in summer but in all seasons:

Praise the Lord, my soul. Lord my God, you are very great; you are clothed in splendor and majesty. I hope you can
take in the night sky, watch the meteor shower, enjoy a walk outdoors, or see sunrise this week. God is majestic, and
summer is a great season to see His glory.

Keep the faith and enjoy these summer days! Jill
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NOW HIRING: WE ARE SEEKING AN OFFICE MANAGER
Cascade Christian is hiring a new Office Manager. This job can be anywhere from 26-32 hours per
week, and the responsibilities include: running the office and phones, welcoming visitors, church
communications including the weekly mailings, bulletins, Constant Contact, the church website, and
Facebook, managing the Prayer Updates, advertising church events, managing the church directory and
membership lists.
If this is of interest, please contact Mark Langenbach, our Church Business Manager, and/or stop by
the office for a complete job description and application.



Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM 
Worship - 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM

Vacation Bible School - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Soul Warmers - 2:00 PM
Funeral for Inie Bijkerk - 2:00 PM (Chapel)
 

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House
Vacation Bible School - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Family Picnic Potluck - 6:00 PM
 

Vacation Bible School - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Vacation Bible School - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Vacation Bible School - 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Church Office Closed

Chapel Wedding for Tennille Sassano & Karl 
Wyble

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday (7/25)

Monday (7/26)

Tuesday (7/27)

Wednesday (7/28)

Thursday (7/29)

Friday (7/30)

Saturday (7/31)
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Financial giving for
the week ending in

7/11/2021:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $9,400.55

Financial giving for
the week ending in

7/18/2021:
Budgeted:$10,652
Given: $11,673.00

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAM COAT
On August 8 Pastor Jill will be concluding the sermon series on Joseph. We will be
having a special showing of our church production of “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dream Coat” from the year 2002! We will show this in the sanctuary
at 1:00PM - and invite everyone to this celebration. 
If you know any of the people who were in the production, please invite them! The
cast included:Elise Witt, Dan Hazlett, Aaron Lawrence, Gabby Grady, Felicia
Hekman, Jami Schaefer, Kat Maile, Tim Reusch, Camille Page, Quentin Calmet,
Allie Hartley, Katelyn Talsma, Tom Sahajdack, Alex Belding, Mike Scott, Ana
Rodriguez, Chelsea Oberlin, Chloe Page, Jordan Murray, Doug Eck, Michael
Dirksen, Emily Mowers, Jen Groot, Stephanie Jones, Abby Wills , Kelly Gormley,
Kat Wirth and Audrey Belding, as well as our children’s choir.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON
Every week at the 9:30 service we have in-person Sunday School for children
ages 4 on up. The children begin the morning in the sanctuary with their
families and then are dismissed to go to class.  Students will be brought back
down to church after the service. For elementary school, we are also offering
a virtual Sunday School, which is mailed out with the Cascadian each week.
If you would like your child added to this list, please call Adam or Michael in
the church office. 
CRIB ROOM REOPENED
Our crib room has reopened for infants and toddlers through age 3 at the
9:30 service. Parents must make a reservation for this kind of childcare. Call
the church office by Wednesday to make your reservation.

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
WE ARE RETURNING TO OUR REGULAR SUNDAY SCHOOL
PROGRAM. That means we need Sunday School teachers. Over the
summer we are going to continue to do a combined class, but in the fall we
will once again continue differentiated learning. Whether you have a kid in
Sunday School or not, we need your help! Contact the church office for
more details. 

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

VBS NEEDS:
Grapes
Raisins
Carrots
Celery
Grape tomatoes
Fruit Roll Ups
Goldfish Crackers
Chocolate Chips
Pita Bread
Mini
Marshmallows
Graham Crackers
Napkins
Ziploc Bags
Paper Cups

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School is from 9:00-11:30AM, Monday through Friday, July 26-30. Come and help for
a day or for the week, or just come and visit and see how our kids are learning about God through the
story of Moses and the exodus from Egypt.



KEYS AT CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
You may have noticed we have a new way of locking and unlocking doors here at the church. Doors
are now locked and unlocked with key fobs, as opposed to traditional keys that will no longer work in
the door locks. To have access to buildings on the campus of the church, please call the church office
and speak to our Business Manager, Mark Langenbach. Note that you must be present for the
duration of the time the door(s) are unlocked as scheduled, making sure the doors are locked when
you leave. The goal of this new way of locking and unlocking doors is to help keep everyone safe and
the buildings secure. If you have any questions, please contact the church office during regular
business hours. Thank you.
SENIOR NEIGHBORS EXERCISE CLASS 
The Senior Neighbors Exercise Class is scheduled to resume July 6th in Centennial Hall on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM. There is a suggested donation of $3 per class, and the
classes are also covered by Silver Sneakers. The focus of the group is on gentle joint-friendly stretching
and strengthening, and a little cardio to get your heart rate up! It is safe and effective for older adults
and a great way to make new friends! We know you all have been missing this and are so excited to
bring it back!
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ADULT MINISTRIES
FUNERAL FOR GUY CHANDER
All are invited to remember the wonderful life of Guy Chander on Tuesday, August 10 at 11:00 AM in
the chapel. A luncheon will follow the funeral service. 

THANK YOU LOIS
We thank Lois Slack for her years for service as our
Business Manager. Lois retired July 1, but continues to
volunteer in the office. Lois is beloved by the church, and
if you would like to honor her ministry through a love
offering this is the last week we will be collecting gifts. We
will recognize Lois in church during the month of August.

WORSHIP JAM
After church this Sunday we will be having a Worship Jam
where we will sing and continue to praise God for all who wish
to come! We hope to make this a semi-regular occurrence
moving forward, so if you are interested in participating, please
let Jacob know!



IF YOU WOULD STILL LIKE TO GO ON THE MISSIONIF YOU WOULD STILL LIKE TO GO ON THE MISSION
TRIP -- PLEASE CONTACT MICHAEL DIRKSENTRIP -- PLEASE CONTACT MICHAEL DIRKSEN

VOLUNTEERING WITH YOUTH
As we begin to look at ministry here after COVID, we are really hoping to have an amazing VBS this
summer, distinct middle school and high school youth groups, and differentiated learning at Sunday
School in the fall. In order to do all of that, we are in need of some parent volunteers to help us out. If
this is an area where you may have an interest in helping, please send an email to Michael Dirksen at
mdirksen@cascadechristian.com. No need to have kids in the program! All volunteers need to be
screened before they are able to help.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
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SUMMER AT CCC
As we approach summer, I just wanted to give you all an update on what our plans are for the
summer with the youth group. Wednesday night programming will stop for the months of June, July,
and August but we will still be doing a special event every other week or so with the middle and high
school youth. We will be taking them on a Mission Trip, and hopefully, at the end of the summer, to
Michigan's Adventure! If you know anyone who would like to be involved in a youth group, we
welcome any and all middle school and high school students to join us for any or all of these events!
We hope to see you there!

MISSION TRIP
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will
be going on a Mission Trip to Rippling Hope in Detroit
from August 1st - August 5th. If you would like to
donate or help out in any way, please contact Michael
Dirksen at the Church Office. Also, there is still time to
sign up! We cannot wait to partner with Rippling Hope
and learn more about what God is doing in the city of
Detroit.    

MICHIGAN'S ADVENTURE
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will
be going to Michigan's Adventure on Thursday, August
19th. We will meet in the Church parking lot at 10 AM
and be back by 8 PM. Please contact Michael Dirksen if
you wish to sign up and bring $40 for your ticket and
money for souvenirs and dinner. If money is an issue,
please reach out to Michael Dirksen and we will make
sure you can still go!
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FAMILY POTLUCK TUESDAY, JULY 27  -  6:00PM
Enjoy Cascade Christian Church Family Fun Potluck on Tuesday, July 27, beginning at 6 PM! We will
enjoy time of food and fellowship, followed by games! If you are able, please bring a dish to share. All
are welcome (no family size or age requirements) - we all are part of the family of God! We will hold
a short meeting for individuals who would like to be a part of the CCC Family Fun 2021-2022 event
planning! See you in Centennial Hall!

FAMILY CAMP
Family camp has been going at Crystal this
week, and we are so grateful to Jill and Chris
Hinsch for deaning this special week of camp.
We will have a camp Sunday in August to
report on all of the great things God is doing at
Crystal Conference Center. Many thanks to all
who support the camp in so many ways.

COLLEGE BOX MINISTRY
For those of you who have participated in the College Mail ministry in the past, expect a letter from
Marsha Steensma here shortly seeing if you would like to participate once again this year! For those
of you who are new and would like to sponsor a child, grandchild, relative or friend who is in college,
please contact the Church office or Marsha Steensma to get your name added to the list. This ministry
will start up once again in September. Thanks for all your support!

7.18.2021 SERMON - TESTING, TESTING
Everyone faces tests in life. Even before you were born you were tested to see how you were developing, and when you were born the nurses
test your reflexes. There’re the childhood developmental milestones, tests for height and weight percentiles. Tests begin early in life and they don’t
go away – school is full of tests, you have to pass a test to get your driver’s license, there are medical tests, your patience can be tested. Testing
is part of life and living in a fallen world. 

Once, when I was much younger, someone I loved very much died. I was told it was a test of faith. At the time I couldn’t follow that thinking,
was God testing me by letting this beloved person die? We know that is not true, but in my younger days, I struggled with the idea of a test of
faith. I grew to realize that when bad things happen, they can stretch or test our faith and help us grow, or they can break us and make us turn
away from our source of help and comfort, which is faith and trust in our loving God.

We are in the midst of a Bible story that’s 3600 years old. It is the story of Joseph and his family and how their faith was tested in the book of
Genesis. This family of 12 brothers became the 12 tribes of Israel – they are sent to Egypt by God where they grow to be a mighty nation. These
are the ancestors of Moses as he leads the people out of Egypt to the promised land. These are the ancestors of Jesus Christ who leads us to life
and freedom. And what a story! This family continues to be relevant throughout the ages because they keep it real, they deal with jealousy,
greed, family dysfunction, lust, lies, and revenge. But they also pass their test of faith and experience forgiveness and reconciliation. They can be
a model of how broken people can become a family again. God gives them the opportunity to right their wrongs, and grow from being tested.

AUGUST BROWN BAG LUNCH
Make plans to join us for our 3rd Bag lunch! Please note it is on Tuesday, August 3rd at 11:30 AM.
Tamasha James will be joining us. She was principal at Pine Ridge for three years and has recently
accepted a new position -Director of Educational Equity and Inclusion. She is just getting started and
will share about her new position. Please make a reservation by signing up in the office.  Hope to see
you there! 



7

7.18.2021 SERMON - TESTING, TESTING
This sermon series is inspired by the spring Bible study that both Terri Wing and I led with our adult classes – the study of Max Lucado’s book
“You’ll Get Through This.” In this short, remarkable book on the life of Joseph, Max offers this declaration of hope and confidence in God during
testing times, and I invite you to read this aloud with me: With God’s help, I’ll get through this. It won’t be painless. It won’t be quick.  But God
will use this mess for good. In the meantime, I won’t be foolish or naïve.  But I won’t despair either. With God’s help, I will get through this.

We’ve how mighty Joseph had become, rising from slavery and prison to be second in command in Egypt, and how he credits God for saving
Egypt from famine. Joseph is now 37 years old, he has been prime minister of Egypt for 9 years, he is married with two sons, and he never
looks back – he chooses to forget the pain and humiliation he experienced at the hands of his brothers. He doesn’t go home to visit. He thought
the past was over until it showed up at his feet. His ten older brothers, at the urging of their father Jacob, went to Egypt from Canaan, a 380-
mile journey one way – to buy food for their starving families. Joseph recognized them, but the ten brothers couldn’t see their little brother in this
powerful Egyptian who held their future in his hands. They bowed before Joseph, fulfilling his boyhood dream, and all of the pain and anger of
the past rushed back to Joseph – the hurt, the spite, the desire for revenge was strong because these are the men who sold him into slavery. So
Joseph tested them, and sent 9 of them back home, and put one of them, Simeon, in prison as a hostage. He would remain there until the
brothers proved they were not spies by bringing Joseph’s youngest brother, Benjamin, to Egypt.If they were the honest men, they said they
were, they would do this. And not only did Joseph send them home with this demand, but he sent them back with their grain sacks full, and
with their silver payment for the grain, hidden in their bags. The boy they sold for silver coins who could now take such revenge on them, but
instead treated them with kindness – and gave them back their silver. So we return with the nine brothers to Canaan, where they tell Jacob
what has happened, Genesis 43:1-10

43 Now the famine was still severe in the land. So when they had eaten all the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them,
“Go back and buy us a little more food.”
But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’ If you will send our
brother along with us, we will go down and buy food for you. But if you will not send him, we will not go down, because the man said to us,
‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’”
Israel asked, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man you had another brother?
They replied, “The man questioned us closely about ourselves and our family. ‘Is your father still living?’ he asked us. ‘Do you have another
brother?’ We simply answered his questions. How were we to know he would say, ‘Bring your brother down here’?”
 Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go at once, so that we and you and our children may live and
not die. I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him here
before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life. As it is, if we had not delayed, we could have gone and returned twice.”

So the nine brothers journey again to Egypt, and against Jacob's wishes, they bring Benjamin, Joseph’s blood brother. But please note who
promises to care for Benjamin, it's Judah – Judah the brother that started this family tragedy by selling off his brother Joseph in slavery. The
brother who now steps up to protect a brother is Judah.

So the brothers make the trip back to Egypt to get food, this time with Benjamin, and with gifts, and with double, the silver to pay for the first
bags of grain, and they hope they will be allowed to buy food again. They go before Joseph, who sees Benjamin, and says to his steward, “Take
these men to my house, slaughter an animal, and prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.” Genesis 43:16

This confuses the 10 brothers and they wonder if it is a ploy to steal their donkeys and make them into slaves. Guilt will do that – it will make
plots and suspicions when none are warranted – so they stammer their excuses and explanations to the steward, saying -in Genesis 43:20-23

“We beg your pardon, our lord,” they said, “We came down here the first time to buy food. But at the place where we stopped for the night
we opened our sacks and each of us found his silver —the exact weight—in the mouth of his sack. So we have brought it back with us. We
have also brought additional silver with us to buy food. We don’t know who put our silver in our sacks.” “It’s all right,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.
Your God, the God of your father, has given you treasure in your sacks; I received your silver.” Then he brought Simeon out to them.

Before the men had been accused of being spies, now they are cared for, their donkeys are cared for, they are washed up and brought to
Joseph’s house. When Joseph arrives, they bow at his feet. He asked them how they were, and then he said, “How is your aged father you told
me about? Is he still living?” They replied, “Your servant our father is still alive and well.” And they bowed down, prostrating themselves before
him. As he looked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s son, he asked, “Is this your youngest brother, the one you told me
about?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to
weep. He went into his private room and wept there.
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7.18.2021 SERMON - TESTING, TESTING
After he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself, said, “Serve the food.” They served him by himself, the brothers by
themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because Egyptians could not eat with Hebrews, for that is detestable to
Egyptians. The men had been seated before him in the order of their ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; and they looked at each other
in astonishment. When portions were served to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as anyone else’s. So
they feasted and drank freely with him. Genesis 43:27-34

So the brothers pass the test – they brought little brother Benjamin to Joseph. None of them knew who Joseph was – they still thought of him as
Zaphenath-Paneah – the Prime Minister of Egypt. They marveled at how they were being treated- not as spies, not at all. They confessed about
the silver being in their bags from their first journey, they bring it back and even more to pay for grain. They were told by the Egyptians that
their God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has given them this treasure. When Joseph entered the room they bowed again before him –
and rather than accusations, and Joseph, the prime minister, asked about their Dad, and how they were all doing. Then Joseph saw Benjamin,
no longer a child, but a young man is his 20’s and Joseph blessed Benjamin in the name of the Hebrew’s God, not a blessing from an Egyptian
deity, – and Joseph excused himself to go and weep. To see his blood brother, fully grown, broke Joseph’s heart, and he grieved for the years
that they have been apart. After he pulled himself together, Joseph had a feast for the brothers, they were placed in birth order, and the
brothers wondered how did the Egyptians know this? All were treated well, but Benjamin was served five times as much as the others.
Naturally, the brothers were confused and wonder what was happening. Joseph watched them from his table as they ate, and there was still a
wall between them, there was still hurt in his heart. He began thinking of a way to see what was in their hearts.

When the meal ended, Joseph ordered that his brothers’ grain sacks be filled, and all of their silver is to go back in the bags as well. And not
only that, Joseph has his silver drinking cup hidden in Benjamin’s sack. The brothers departed for Canaan, and I can’t help but wonder what was
Joseph driving at with these actions? He had seen Benjamin, he has word that his father is alive, he sees how the brothers did the right thing to
feed their family and to rescue Simeon, but there is one thing he has not seen or heard, and that is remorse, regret. Being 3600 years after the
story, we know that the brothers are feeling this – but it has NOT been expressed to the one who needed to hear it. True reconciliation, real
forgiveness begins with confession, with an expressed apology, with no excuses. For healing to happen, the one who caused the hurt must own
their responsibility in what they did, and ask for forgiveness. This hasn’t happened yet, so Joseph tested them again.

He brought this opportunity about with his silver cup. He sent his soldiers after the brothers, accused them of being thieves – the brothers denied
taking the cup, and rashly said that if the cup is found in their possession, the brother who took it should die, and the rest would become
Pharaoh’s slaves. The bags of grain were searched, and the cup was found, in Benjamin’s bags. The shocked and sadden brothers began the
march back to face Joseph – they couldn’t believe it. How could this have happened? They’re brought before Joseph and once again bow at his
feet. Then – the one I would have least expected to – spoke up – not Reuben the oldest son who had tried way back when to prevent Joseph’s
death, but Judah who sold Joseph, Judah, Joseph’s nemesis and betrayer, Judah spoke up for Benjamin:

Genesis 44:16-18   “What can we say to my lord?” Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? God has uncovered
your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.”
But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do such a thing! Only the man who was found to have the cup will become my slave. The rest of you,
go back to your father in peace.”
Then Judah went up to him and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, let me speak a word to my lord. Do not be angry with your servant,
though you are equal to Pharaoh himself.”
And Judah continues in Genesis 44:30-34 
“So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s
life, sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die. Your servants will bring the gray head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. Your servant
guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!’
“Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. How can I go
back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.”

Judah took responsibility. Judah offered himself in his brother’s place. Judah, who sold a brother into slavery for silver, now offers his own life, he
will become a slave to redeem his brother. How did this come about? What happened to Judah – he was such a bully, he was heartless, mean-
spirited, and a mercenary – now he offers to lay down his life for another? What changed him so?

 Well, there is this chapter in Genesis that explains the change, and it seems out of place in the story of Joseph, and even offensive to modern
sensibilities. Genesis 38 is the story of Judah’s transformation. When Joseph was a slave in Egypt, Judah got married and had 3 sons. His first
son grew up and married a young woman named Tamar, but due to his wickedness, he died. The custom of the day was that if a brother died,
his other brother had to marry and provide for his widow. 



7.18.2021 SERMON - TESTING, TESTING
So Tamar was passed off to the second brother, another wicked man who also died. Tamar should then, by the custom of the day, be married
to brother #3, but Judah wondered if she was jinxed, and sent her back to her father’s house in shame. Tamar was twice widowed, left without
options or a future. Then Judah’s wife died – and after his grief, he journeyed to a place near Tamar’s home to shear sheep, and Tamar took
matters into her own hands and decided to change her destiny. Abandoned by her husbands’ family, she made her move and dressed not as a
widow, but as a shrine prostitute, she was unrecognizable. Judah passed by her and saw what he wanted – not his abandoned daughter-in-
law, but a sex worker, and he paid to lay with her. He promised to send her a goat and gave her as a down payment, his staff, and his seal on
a cord. The seal was like a signet ring, his own personal marker; these were signs of his authority, the markers of a leader, the emblems of a
man of power.

Later Judah sent the goat, but no one could find the prostitute. Three months later Tamar came to Judah, obviously pregnant. The punishment
for an unwed woman to carry a child was to be burned alive – and full of his own righteous indignation, Judah ordered this to happen. As she
was brought out, Tamar said “I am pregnant by the man who owns these” – and brought out Judah’s staff and seal. 

Then a remarkable thing happened – Judah recognized his own wrongs, and did the right thing. He knew he shouldn’t have abandoned this
widow; she was part of his family; he should have had son #3 marry her. He was caught in shame, Judah said Tamar was more righteous than
he was. He changed, and cared for her as a daughter – and she gave birth to twin boys, Judah’s sons.

Think of the parallels of this story with Joseph’s – Joseph was trapped in a pit, Judah fell into a trap himself, one of lust. Joseph was humiliated
by Judah; Judah was humiliated in his own guilt before Tamar. Judah lied to his father about the fate of Joseph, Tamar lied to Judah to save
her fate. What Judah did to Joseph, Tamar did to Judah – and Joseph was 380 miles away when this happened. Judah changed. Joseph had
nothing to do with it, he didn’t have to take revenge. God dealt with Judah. And that gives me hope that God can change all of us.

There might be a Judah in your life- someone who treated you really badly, or you might be the Judah in someone else’s life, and you carry that
guilt. And there is something for all of us to learn here. This strange story of Judah and Tamar, which seems so out of place in Joseph’s story, is
actually a pivotal moment in the history of the world. Judah owned his mistakes, he made things right with Tamar. He took responsibility and
made no excuses. This changed man became the leader of his brothers in Joseph’s court – he took the blame before Joseph, he offered himself as
a substitute for Benjamin, he was willing to give his life for another. That trait follows through in his descendants. You see, one of Tamar and
Judah’s sons was Perez, and from him comes the line of King David, and from King David’s line, we have Jesus, the Christ. Judah is a direct
ancestor of Jesus, our Savior. Jesus, who offered himself as a substitute, for us, willing to take the blame, Jesus, who gave His life to save us.
Jesus, who saves us like Judah would save Benjamin. 

In the 12 tribes of Israel, Judah is called the Lion, the Lion of Judah. Lions are known for strength and fearlessness. How did this man who sold a
brother as a slave and who slept with his daughter-in-law and ordered that she be burned to death, become so selfless and strong?  By owning
his mistake, by taking responsibility, by asking for forgiveness, by recognizing his own sin, and then making things right. Listen again to his
words to Joseph: “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy return with his
brothers. How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.”  Judah
was tested, and he passed.

So our takeaways in this story today? First, let God deal with your Judah. Let God deal with you if you are a Judah. All of us can be changed.
No matter how messed up we are or how awful our Judah is, God’s grace is bigger. To quote the lyrics of a popular Christian song, “Holy
Water”– “I don't wanna abuse your grace, God, I need it every day It's the only thing that ever really makes me wanna change.” It is by God’s
grace that we are changed. Judah’s are made every day – people who are slaves to sin are freed, people who are dead in their apathy come
awake, God is not finished with Judah – and through confession, repentance, forgiveness – grace is given, families are healed, broke hearts are
mended, princes weep, people offer their lives to God, and the Lion of Judah roars. 

We have all been wounded by another person, but you don’t need to fight your Judah, God will deal with them. But you do need to forgive
them, and God knows it won’t be painless or quick. Even Joseph struggled to forgive and tested his brothers again and again. God kept bringing
these brothers back together – and I believe that is because God is kind, and just and does not want us to live with the pain of the past.If there
is a situation that needs healing or justice in your life, think about dealing with your enemies with prayer, forgiveness, and kindness, and see
what God does. By God’s grace, they might just pull a Judah on you, and change, and ask for forgiveness, and in them, you just might see the
image of Christ. It will be a test of faith – and with God’s grace, you can pass with flying colors. Amen and amen.
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Sympathy to Wendy and Dave Hazlett in the passing of Wendy's mother—expressions of sympathy can be sent
to: 8879 W Highland Park Ave., #1002, Franklin, WI 53132.
Our sympathy to the family of Sally Schalk, who passed away at home on July 4 due to complications of cancer.
Expressions of sympathy to Sally’s family can be sent to 7385 Valhala, Alto, MI 49302.

·And prayers for the state of unrest in the countries of Haiti, South Africa, and Cuba. Please pray for our friend
and missionary Nora Leon as she ministers to children in Haiti. Please keep the western United States in prayer in
this fire season, and we pray with Europe as the flooding there has claimed so many lives. 
Prayers for John Steensma, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery.
Prayers for Kris Anderson as he recovers from surgery. 
Continued prayer for Vicki Gaviglio as she recovers from brain surgery and prepares for further treatment.
Prayers as well for her parents Fred and Bea VanderPloeg, Vicki’s husband Jim, and their daughters Jamie and
Dana and their families.
Continued prayers for Reid Klein as he works to regain health and strength after his construction accident last
year.
We received this prayer request: Will you please pray 2 Timothy 1:7 for my young adult son? He has such a spirit
of fear that life is difficult for him. He can't get a job, live independently, attends church, or make friends. He is
sad, lonely, poor, and abandoned by God. Your prayers mean so much to us! Thanks!
Prayers for our own Child Development Center as they work to hire staff members in this challenging time.
Joanne Crawford is back at Mission Point of Forest Hills and would love to hear from you: #48 1095 Medical
Park Dr., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546.
Barb Coger is doing well and appreciates your visits. She is at Porter Hills, 3600 Fulton St., 4550 Harmony
House, Room 251, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.
Joyce Kingsland has been ill with dehydration, and fluid in her lungs. If you would like to send her a card it can be
sent to 1225 Spaulding Ave SE, Grand Rapids 49546.
Dr. Brian Lane, a Spectrum doctor, and friend of Scott Robertson, has terminal cancer. Please pray for Dr. Lane
and his family for peace and comfort.
Marvin Potter, Doris Burgess’s dad – please pray for healing of his various health issues.
Those battling cancer: Dorthy Koessel, Chuck Bacle, John Goodrich, Bill Richardson, Linsey and Leslie (friends of
Marsha and John Steensma), and Mike Forton.
Virgil Westdale and Lila Venneman and all others who are in health care facilities.
Please keep Bev Ferwerda in your prayers as she is in hospice care at home.

·Prayers for Jill and Chris Hinsch as they lead Family camp at Crystal. They have a full camp and we pray that all
who attend are blessed to know Jesus even more in this special week. 
·Lois Slack’s grandson, Aleck, is doing very well. His neck surgery is all healed and he no longer has the numbness
in his arm.  He can now put some weight on his foot which is in a boot, and his prognosis is good. He will have
one more surgery on the ankle next month to remove the plate and then hopes to have full mobility with therapy.  
·And a prayer of thanksgiving as John and Martha Irwin welcome a new grandson to their family
·And gratitude for answered prayers in that Linsey and Sandee, friends of the Steensmas, are cancer-free.

Sympathy:

Prayer Concerns:  

Prayer Joys

Current military and National Guard members in your prayers: Rachel Carlson, Andy Sullivan, Connor
Schwinkendorf, Jason Tiedemann, and Steven M. King.

If you are in need of prayer and would like to be added to our prayer list, please
email office@cascadechristian.com, or call our church office at 949-1360.

OUR PRAYER LIST FOR THIS WEEK INCLUDES: 


