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Week 79

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
The last weekend was very meaningful here at Cascade Christian. On Saturday, September 11, a dozen
of our church members attended a historic virtual Regional Assembly. At this online meeting the
Disciples of Christ churches of Michigan agreed to be in a covenant commitment with the
Illinois/Wisconsin Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). In this partnership we will
continue to maintain separate identities, finances, camps, Boards, and liabilities, but we will partner as
one in Christ for the benefit of both Regions to glorify God’s name and the ministry we share in Jesus
Christ. This includes the work we need to do as Regions and nationally towards anti-racism. In addition
to entering this covenant commitment, the Michigan Region has called Reverend Teresa Dulyea-Parker,
Regional Minister of Illinois/Wisconsin, to be our new Regional Minister when Regional Minister Eugene
James retires at the end of the year. Teresa is a native of Michigan, grew up in Muskegon, has served
several Michigan congregations, and brings a vast skill set to minister to Michigan, Illinois, and
Wisconsin.
This will be a new way for Michigan Disciples to be a Region, drawing more upon congregations
providing connections in covenant with one another. Our boots on the ground will be Regional Associate
Ministers, who will serve the three districts of our state. Cascade Christian is blessed to have as our
Regional Associate Minister Pastor Peter Morgan. Peter has preached at Cascade, and is well known to
many of us. This is a new day for how we will be a church, and many thanks to the dozen people who
gave up their Saturday to be part of this important decision making: Pastor Armand Aronson, Adam
Carlson, Diane Phelps, Jeff Van Strien, Michael Dirksen, Amber Elliott, John Duchon, Steve Dirksen,
Barb and Chuck Dykhuizen, and Pam Dykhuizen. It means so much to have this congregation
dedicated to building the Kingdom of God, and for the willingness of this group to invest in the future of
the church. It was a joy to be part of this meeting with you.
On Sunday, September 12 we had the Unity Worship Service, with 9-11 Recognition and Remembrance,
the presence of our Cascade Fire Department, and music from Nancy, Jacob, and the Praise Band. It
was a glorious time of worship as we united in Jesus Christ. The picnic that followed was one of the
best ever – with delicious food, incredible fellowship, dancing and fun with the band “Meagan’s Friends”
lead by our own Jacob Relph. Gail Duchon and her crew outdid themselves in making this picnic in a
pandemic fun, safe, and memorable. Thank you for a wonderful weekend!
Friends, we have much to give thanks for this fall. May you serve God with gratitude and joy as you
keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (9/19)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship - 9:30, 11:00 AM

Monday (9/20)

Book Club Advocates - 11:30 (Coffee House)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Crystal Work Day - 7:30-7:30

Tuesday (9/21)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
SAMO Meeting - 6:30

Wednesday (9/22)

Wednesday Night Classes 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study "The Chosen"
Wednesday Jubilee
Youth Group
Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (9/23)

Soup Lunch 12:00 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
9/12/2021:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $6,704.11

Church Office Closed

Friday (9/24)

Saturday (9/25)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Game Night 7:00 PM (Chapel Basement)
Heritage Day Cascade Celebration - Chapel Open
House 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Diversity Group - 9:00 AM (Conference Room)

CARD MINISTRY
We have been blessed over the years with donations of cards to the church. We have collected quite a
few and we would like to see them put to good use! If you would like to be a part of this ministry of
sending cards to encourage those who may be sick, or in need of encouragement and a reminder that
they are loved, please contact Caitlin Oke at the church office 616-949-1360 or
office@cascadechristian.com. You can take a stack of cards home to fill out or set up a time to come in
to the church office with some friends to write cards.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

Parents and Families,
Fall programs are almost here! As your Christian Education staff members, Michael and I have been working hard to
design some great opportunities for kids of every age to learn about God. Spaces where they'll be met where they're at
by Jesus Christ and a caring community of believers. We ask that you join us in faithful prayer for the work God will do
in our programs this Fall.
Part of my Fall prep has been engrossing myself in the tradition of prayer throughout the history of the Church (via
Michael Counsell's "2000 Years of Prayer"). I find it so uplifting to see the concerns some truly great Church leaders laid
before God; they look so much like some of my own. I'm particularly encouraged by leaders who allowed simple things
to hold great meaning - such as the desert father Macarius of Egypt (300–391), who, when he was asked, "How should
we pray?" responded:
There is no need to speak much in prayer; often stretch out your hands
and say, "Lord, as you will and as you know, have mercy on me.' But if
there is war in your soul, add, 'Help me!" and because He knows what we
need, he shows mercy on us.
Our younger groups are embracing simplicity this Fall. Our Wednesday night classes are resuming for our Elementary
kids, and to celebrate, we've decided to rename that class 'Wednesday Jubilee'. We'll be diving into the simple truth of
God's love for us and for the world He created, and we'll have fun doing it.
Some important notes concerning Fall Programs:
Middle/High Sunday School is being moved to the 11:00 service to allow students to sit in the 9:30 service.
The crib room will be open every Sunday. On Wednesdays, it will be open as requested.
Even if your child has attended our programs in the past, we are asking everyone to register so we know we have
up-to-date information.
Last but not least: There is so much to be excited for this Fall, but we cannot do it without volunteers. We strongly urge
parents and other adults to get involved with Sunday School, Youth Group, or Wednesday Jubilee. There will be a
registration table up in the Narthex a few weeks before our programming begins so parents can sign their family up to
participate.
Grace and Peace,
Adam Carlson
Children and Middle School Christian Education
Director

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are splitting up Sunday School in the fall! Starting on September 19th come and worship with
everyone at 9:30 and then join us for Sunday School at 11:00 AM (come right to the youth room!)
We will be going through the whole bible this year in Sunday School. We hope to see you there!

BONFIRE
Join us for a bonfire at Michael Dirksen's house, 6:30-8:30 PM on Monday the 20th! Email
mdirksen@cascadechristian.com for more information
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GENERAL NEWS
CRYSTAL CAMP WORKDAYS
All are invited to help close the camp for the winter season at these workdays and times.
Tuesday, September 21, meet at the church van at 7:30AM to drive to camp for a workday. We’ll
return by 8:00PM. Lunch will be provided. Drive with the group or on your own. Contact Jill
Forton at jforton@cascadechristian.com if you plan to attend.
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, September 24-26. Lodging and meals are included for this long
weekend. Come for a day, an overnight, or all three days. Volunteers are needed for all levels of
work. Contact Camp Manager Eric Strommer at estrommer@uccr.org or Tim Murtaugh at
timothydmurtaugh@gmail.com so they can prepare enough food.

SOUP AND SANDWICH LUNCHES RETURN!
Join us for our first Soup and Sandwich lunch on Thursday, September 23 at 12 noon in Centennial
Hall. Our speaker will be Bob Dresinga from Gaylord House. Many thanks to all who are making these
lunches return after a year off. Please call the church office to let us know you will be attending (616949-1360). Come and join us for great food and fellowship. Volunteers are always needed to help with
clean-up, stay and help if you can. Looking forward to seeing you!

RIPPLING HOPE
We would like to include Middle and High school
students, parents, and other adult volunteers to represent
Cascade Christian in this outreach event. Volunteers will
help with yard clean-up, small painting tasks, and other
jobs for residents of Detroit. There are also indoor tasks
like organization at Rippling Hope's warehouse in the
office and storage areas.
October 2nd, Leave from church in early in the morning,
work from about 9:30-4:00, then return home by 6:30-7.
Bring; water bottle, bag lunch, and work gloves. If
working outside wear closed toe shoes and dress for the
weather. Tools will be supplied however you can bring
your own yard tools if you prefer.
Contact: Diane Phelps at dianephelps2010@gmail.com,
Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com, or
the church office if you have questions and to RSVP.
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DIVERSITY/ ANTI-RACISM GROUP
One of the priorities of the Christian Church Michigan Region is to work together to end racism. The Diversity
group of Cascade Christian Church invites everyone to meet on Saturday, October 9 at 9AM in the high
school classroom to discuss issues of racism and steps we can take as a church and as individuals to work
towards being inclusive. Please contact group leader John Duchon for more information.

CASCADE HERITAGE DAY
Join Cascade Township for a fun filled day on Saturday, September 25. Many events will be held near the
Township Library. Cascade Christian will host an aid station at the 5K race and will have a chapel open house
from 10:00AM-2:00PM. To sign up to volunteer, please call the church office.

ADULT MINISTRIES
ADULT CLASSES
Grief Share:
The Grief Share support group will resume on Thursday, October 7 from 10:00-11:30AM. The support
group will meet in person in the Coffee House for 13 sessions, covering all aspects of grieving, using the
excellent materials provided by Grief Share. To register contact Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com or call the
church office for more information.
Wednesday Night Adult Class: “The Chosen”: Begins September 22 at 6:30PM
Join us for an 8 week session watching the acclaimed series “The Chosen”. This amazing series has grasped
people’s hearts and attention as they see Jesus through the eyes of those who met Him. This series covers the
early life of Jesus, his first miracles, and the recruitment of the twelve disciples. This is a fresh look at how
Jesus embarks to change the world.
Join us in the adult classroom on the second floor of the Education Building from 6:30-8:00PM. Bring a Bible
as we will look at the book of Luke each night to read and study the passages from the movie. Infant and
toddler care are available upon request, and children and youth programs are provided.
Book Club:
Our fall book club will be doing a short study of the book “Advocates” by Pastor Dhati Lewis. The book is
available at Baker Bookhouse, and the study will be four weeks long. Plan to meet in person, in the coffee
house from 11:30AM-12:30PM on Mondays, including September 20, and 27, and October 11 and 18. All are
welcomed to join in, and bring your lunch if you’re on your noon hour.

DAYS FOR GIRLS WORKSHOP
Assembling, ironing, cutting, and stitching sustainable menstrual kits for young women.
September 18, 1-4
October 16, 1-4
November 20, 1-4
Centennial Hall.
All skill levels, sewers and non-sewers alike. Contact Diane Phelps email dianephelps2010@gmail.com, or call
the church office.
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9.12.2021 SERMON: IT TAKES COURAGE TO KNOW WHO YOU
ARE
That we are living in remarkable times is undeniable. I wonder how future historians will look back on this time. How will the
generations that come after us look at how we handled the pain, uncertainty, and chaos of this time. Many of us have heard talks
lately on how to deal with PUC – pain, uncertainty, and chaos, and the advice has been to pucker up and lead, don’t run from the
pain. We need to deal with the difficult, face and embrace the chaos. That has been hard for many of us to accept – we want
control, and we control what we can - our finances, our temper, how hard we study for a test or prepare for a review, but COVID
19 has taught us that there are things beyond what we could have imagined. You know it, it has been hard, hard for every person
living on earth.
So what are Christians supposed to do in times like this? What has our witness been to those who don’t know Christ? If we believe,
as we talked about a few weeks back with Job, that God is 100% good, 100% in control, that God is perfect in all God does, and
that God does not make mistakes, if we believe that -how do we handle this long, on-going season of a pandemic and so much
unrest?
I fear that sometimes we prefer to hide, to ignore, to deny the pain, uncertainty, and chaos that is around us.It is easier to look away,
to do nothing, to just care for your own and get by as best you can. But we know that is not the way of Jesus. Jesus was in the
midst of people’s pain. He met people where they were, as they were, how they were, and He saw them. Jesus didn’t look away. He
saw the 10 lepers and healed them, he saw the funeral procession of the son of the widow of Nain and brought her only son back
to life, he saw the frustration of Martha when it seemed like sister Mary was goofing off, he saw the uncertainty in his disciples and
assured them that He was going ahead to make a place for them.Think about who Jesus hung out with – the poor, the prostitutes,
the outsiders, the sinners, the tax collectors, the people who did not fit in to the norms of the day. Jesus came for us – for sinners, to
seek the lost, to be a ransom for many, to be a light in a darkened world, to be made human so we can better understand God the
Father. Jesus invites you to know who you are in Him, to give up sin, and live a better way of grace, and hope.
If you’ve been on break this summer and are just joining us again, this has been an Old Testament summer of figuring out how, by
God’s grace, we’ll get through challenging times. We’ve studied how Joseph in Genesis rose beyond family pain to be forgiving and
to be an instrument of God’s grace. We looked at Noah’s obedience to God through the calamity of a global disaster. We looked at
Abraham, the father of many, who was faithful and trusted God in severe challenges. We checked out the story of Job, whose story
reminds us it is not what you know, but Who you know. Job, Joseph, Noah, Abraham, all lived with pain, uncertainty, and chaos,
and survived as God made it clear that God is in control. This summer we’ve seen how we’ll get through our challenges too – it
won’t be painless, and it won’t be quick. But God will use this mess for good. In the meantime we won’t be foolish or naïve, but we
won’t despair either. With God’s help, we will get through this. We now move on to another survivor story of the Old Testament –
Daniel.
Daniel – what do you remember about him? That he was thrown into a den of lions is most likely the one thing we might recall.
There is so much more to his story – it is a story of courage in daunting times, a story of standing even when you stand alone, it is a
story of deep trust in God when culture, power, authorities urge you to turn your back on God. Daniel is a portrait of determination
in the midst of destruction, faith in a time of fear, and courage in chaos.
I have been thinking a lot lately about bravery and courage. They are close cousins, but there is a difference between being brave
and having courage. Let’s look at this definition of bravery – a brave person is a person who sees a dangerous situation and
immediately reacts bravely without having to think about it. A firefighter who races to a fire, a law enforcement officer that heads to
the crime scene, a paratrooper jumping from a plane – all are trained in what to do – and they act, without thought of self, caring
for the common good of the people or nation they serve. Bravery is an instinct, a reaction, to danger, to a threat. A brave person
sees a dangerous situation and rushes into the chaos without any hesitation.
Courage, on the other hand, is when you see a situation, something dangerous or a scary, and choose to act, acting, even though
you are scared. Courage is a choice you make in the face of fear or grief, to find that spiritual strength, that mental fortitude to
persevere, to face the danger, the challenge, even if you are scared and afraid. Courage can be a virtue when we make a choice to
do what is good or right, especially when that is difficult. Courage demands our respect when it protects or defends someone else,
when we feel the fear or pain and persevere anyway. Courage is moral strength in the face of opposition, it is doing the right thing,
especially if no one else is.
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9.12.2021 SERMON: IT TAKES COURAGE TO KNOW WHO YOU
ARE
Why do we need courage? We need courage to begin things, to take the risk of loving someone, to get married, to parent a child. It
takes courage to commit our lives to the things that matter most. It takes courage to be a Christian in a world that regards Christ
less and less.
Understanding where words come from helps us understand them even better. The root word for bravery is the Italian word
“bravo,” which means “bold”.The root word for courage, however, is “coeur”—the French word for “heart.” Courage can come to us
even if we are scared, because of the condition of our heart, because we love. Love brings out our courage. Daniel, out of love and
devotion to God, found courage, took risks, was a leader, and is an example of how to thrive in impossible times. Here’s how the
book of Daniel begins – Israel is a mess, their leader is caught between the powers of Egypt and Babylon, tries to pay off invasions
with monetary tributes. It does not work. Daniel 1:1-2: In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with
some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure
house of his god.
So imagine this – the king of Judah is conquered - the prophet Jeremiah describes his death as like the death of a donkey, unburied,
unlamented. Israel is invaded – besieged, and the holy Temple of God is desecrated, the sacred objects are taken, and misused
before a pagan god. It would be as if our communion table was a TV stand, our communion trays used for chips and salsa, our
cross used for a goal post at a football game. Then it gets worse: Daniel 1:3-5 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court
officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4 young men without any
physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve
in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.5 The king assigned them a daily
amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the
king’s service.
So not only is the sacred defiled, the king is dead, the country is invaded, and now the best and brightest, the future hope of Israel,
their finest young adults, are taken captive, to be accultured to Babylon, to be brainwashed if you will, to forget their past and serve
this foreign power. They were well treated, they would be groomed or trained for three years to serve the conqueror of their
homeland. Here is who they were in Daniel 1:6-8
6 Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them
new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.
They were taken, captured, their old names and homeland to be forgotten, to be trained to serve a new king and follow false gods.
But one of them, Daniel, finds courage:
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile
himself this way.
Daniel found courage, in the face of a palace full of officials, far from home, very distant from those who had mentored him in the
faith. He remembered who he was and found courage and faith in the face of fear. He stood for what he believed, and he would
not eat the royal food and wine. Some have speculated that this was food offered to idols and Daniel said no to that, and was
courageous enough to offer a test to the chief official. Let Daniel and his friends eat just vegetables and drink water for 10 days, and
then compare them to the other young men who ate from the royal table. The ten days pass, Daniel and his vegan friends are much
healthier than those who ate the royal food. These young men thrived in Babylon, by remembering God in an ungodly world.
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9.12.2021 SERMON: IT TAKES COURAGE TO KNOW WHO YOU
ARE
I think this is the challenge before many of us, how do we thrive in our Babylon, in our ungodly world? Throughout history there
have been periods of time when God is embraced and when God is ignored. I would think, with the massive problems around the
world, that people would be flocking to God for answers. But we all see it – how many think they can make it on their own and
don’t need divine help. The ancient story of Daniel tells us something different. In his time and ours, we need God like never before.
We need strength and resolve, and maybe you think you need to be brave and can’t be, but please don’t despair. When a cause is
worthy enough—when you have something worth living for—that’s where courage steps in. Courage is something you can find,
something God will give to those who seek Him and live for Him. Daniel knew God was with him, he knew God had not abandoned
him, and he knew he was still a child of God. That took courage. It would have been much easier to just go with the group, eat and
drink like a Babylonian, forget the past, pretend to go along and get along and serve the new ruler and false gods. But by being
courageous and knowing who they were, Daniel and his friends were blessed by God. Daniel 1:17 To these four young men God
gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all
kinds. God blessed them – God was with them and the end of the first chapter of Daniel says, that after the time of testing and
training, these four young men matured into being God’s very own, and were ten times better than all of the fake wise men of
Babylon. And of course they were, they served the One True God, they remained who they were, and they served King
Nebuchadnezzar with God given wisdom and understanding, not unlike Joseph served the Pharoah of Egypt.
As we read the book of Daniel, we’ll see how these four men remained faithful through severe trials. Nebuchadnezzar might
appreciate their wisdom and understanding now, but later will demand their deaths. How did they stand firm? Daniel 1:8 can be
translated to read– Daniel purposed himself to be faithful and not defile himself in Babylon. That is an interesting phrase – there is
determination and power when we chose to purpose ourselves to take a stand for God. To thrive in our Babylon of covid, crisis, pain,
and uncertainty – how are we purposing ourselves? The easy thing so to rail against someone, to complain, to judge, it takes
courage and purpose to not do that, to listen to someone you disagree with, to forgive those who hurt you, to be patient in trials, to
persevere in hardships.
It seems to me that to be courageous for Christ is an action, not a reaction. Courage
faced with adversity or challenges, we have a choice - to subscribe to what the culture
Way of Jesus, our Lord. In Joshua 24:15, Joshua declares: “…Choose for yourselves this
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
household, we will serve the Lord.”

for Christ is a decision with purpose. When
says is the solution or to find the truth in the
day whom you will serve, whether the gods
land you are living. But as for me and my

The prophet Daniel exhibited this same attitude, even as he lived in a land of many foreign gods, he purposed himself to serve the
Lord. He never wavered nor pandered to the culture around him—even if it might lead to his death. He could do this because he
didn’t forget who he was. He, his ancestors, his family – were God’s people. So are you. Whether you feel it, recognize it, believe it,
or want it, you are already God’s – you are a child of the Creator. God is unrelenting in His love for you – God has plans for you
beyond this pandemic, beyond this season of pain, uncertainty, and chaos. So, do you remember who you are?
You are loved, you are chosen, you are forgiven, you are not forsaken, you are free, you are cherished – you are a child of God, the
Almighty, the Lord of Heaven and Earth and nothing will stop God from coming after you and claiming you – except you. You
have the choice Daniel did – to remember and accept who you are, or not. God’s love is so great, he doesn’t make you bow and
worship, he doesn’t demand your offerings and tributes, He just invites you to join Him in love, in grace, in hope, in life. Daniel got itand invites you to do the same – to live like Daniel, who made up his mind to follow God, no matter the cost.
In these uncertain days, listen to the still small voice of God who speaks over the hurricane, over the earthquake, over the political
noise, over the virus, over your own fear, over your doubts- listen to God, and hear God say to you - you are mine. You are who
God says you are, nothing more, nothing less. Take heart, find your courage, and believe God. It takes courage, it is a choice to
believe and know who you are. May God give you the courage to see who you really are, His, and then to stand, to stand for God
and with God, just as Jesus stands for and with you. Amen and amen.
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