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Week 109

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Happy Easter to the family and friends of Cascade Christian Church!
Christ the Lord is Risen, He is risen indeed! As we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, we do so with gratitude
as we recall what our Lord did for us. The events of Holy Week bring us to a Passover meal in an upper room, to the Garden of
Gethsemane for prayer, to the darkness of the night as Jesus is betrayed with a traitor’s kiss, and to a courtyard where Jesus is denied
three times as Peter calls down curses that he did not know Jesus. These events take us through Jesus’ last days, and lead us to His trials
with Caiaphas and King Herod, to the handwashing of Pilate as he symbolically cleans himself after condemning Jesus to death. We go
with Jesus on the walk out of Jerusalem, feeling the weight of the cross on his shoulders, seeing the tears of the women as they weep for
him, witnessing the fear of Simon of Cyrene as he is ordered to carry Jesus’ cross. The world had turned against Jesus, and it looks like
evil has won when the hands and feet of Jesus are nailed to the cross, and the cross is raised up between two criminals. The agony of
this form of death is beyond imagining, but even as life begins to leave Jesus He cares for His own.
He continues to love us and teach us in His last words:
Concerning those who are killing Him, Jesus prays: Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do. In light of what is known
about the process of ancient Roman crucifixion, it’s incredible to think that Jesus was not defending his own innocence to His accusers, or
not raging against those who were killing Him. By interceding for His transgressors through this prayer, Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament
prophecy that was foretold in Isaiah 53:12, hundreds of years prior. This prayer, from upon the cross particularly, would have been a
confirmation of His identity to those awaiting their beloved Messiah.
To the thief at His side who asks to be remembered, Jesus tells him: Assuredly, I say to you, today, you will be with Me in paradise.
Both of the men being crucified next to Jesus spoke to Him, but only one would die to be greeted into the promise of Heaven. The
response of Jesus was profound as He promised this sinner that he too would enter the gates of Heaven to live in Paradise, not later but
that very day!
Jesus looks out for His mother, Mary, and has the disciple John care for her when He says: Woman, behold your son ... behold your
mother. Jesus cares about His family, and provided a way for His mother. His concern and care extend to you.
When God turned His face away, and let His only Son die to pay our debts, Jesus prayed: My God, my God why have you forsaken
me? It is hard to read those words, but Jesus was forsaken by the Father so we would never, ever know what it is to be forsaken.
When all of our sins were placed on Jesus, God, who is pure and holy, had to turn away, God cannot look at sin. Jesus was not having a
crisis of faith, but was simply stating what was happening. Note: He still says MY God, Jesus knows the Father, and the Father knows
the Son. Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Psalm 22 in these words.
As the effects of the crucifixion impact His physical body Jesus says: I thirst. The impact of hanging on the cross, coupled with the
beatings He had endured cause Jesus to be severely dehydrated. His human body was suffering for the saving of our souls.
And then, the work Jesus did is completed, He took the death penalty so we can have life, and as the work is done, Jesus says: It is
finished. Jesus paid for our sins once and for all. The power and control of sin in our lives is broken, the debt owed by humankind to our
Creator on account of Adam’s sin is finally and forever dealt with. Jesus is saying not only does He take away our sin, but now He
removes it as far as the east is to the west, for is finished, done, signed, and sealed because of His sacrifice.
And then, Jesus returns to His Father, our Father - saying to God: Into your hands I commit my spirit. Jesus could have chosen to avoid
all of this, but instead, out of mercy and love, He gave His all and placed Himself in the hands of God. We too can trust God in all
things, and know that because of Jesus both eternity and provision for right now are ours when we place our lives in God’s hands.
The celebration of Easter is so much richer when we recognize what our Lord went through and when we remember what He said to
us. Please join us for our Easter worship services at 9:30 in the sanctuary or at 11:00 in the chapel. Christ the Lord is Risen, He is Risen
Indeed!
A joyous Easter to you as you keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (4/17)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (4/18)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (4/19)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Wednesday (4/20)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (4/21)

Friday (4/22)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Soup & Sandwich - 12:00 PM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM (Narthex)
Be Bold - 4:15-5:45 PM
Admin Meeting Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Parents Night out - 6:00-8:00 PM
Middle School Madness - 7:00-9:00 PM

Saturday (4/23)

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
April 29th from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. we will have our
monthly parents' night out. This is free babysitting for anyone
that would like to participate! RSVP is REQUIRED. Kids
(infants - 8th grade) are checked in and out in Centennial Hall.
Middle School and High Schoolers are welcome to help! If you
have questions or would like to RSVP contact Adam Carlson
at acarlson@cascadechristian.com.
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Financial giving for
the week ending in
4/10/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $11,036

EASTER LILIES 2022
Bill & Linda Clifford

In Memory of Fred & Marian Johnson, and of Edward & Hazel Skillin, Russ
Clifford, & Micky Luckman
Margie Duiven
In Memory of Donna Stuit
Chuck & Barb Dykhuizen
In Memory of Ann & Lule Dykhuizen, Bob & Kathleen (Lee) Winslow & Scott
Dykhuizen
Glad Fletcher
In Memory of Alyn Fletcher
Jill & Mike Forton
In Memory of Jack Folkertsma, and of Margaret Forton, and In Honor of the
church tech team
Nancy Gaskell
In Memory of Milly & Bob Gaskell, of Donna & Ron Stuit, and of Marcia Heffner
Ruth Gehl
In Memory of Norm & Erin Gehl
Michael & Sue O'Brien
In Memory of Ronald H Wibirt & Jolene P. Wibirt
Ron Osgood
In Memory of Rev. Russell & Pearl Osgood
Susan Pyle
In Memory of Don Pyle
Matt &Ann Marie Smith
In Honor of R.C. & Jane Smith
Rick & Carol Tiemeyer
In Memory of our parents
Nancy Voltz, Lee Scott & Amy Scott In Memory of Lee & Lou Scott
Shirley Weeks Nester & Family
In Memory of Gerald Nester
Terry & Terri Wing
In Memory of Don & Marie Wing, and William Whitney

GENERAL NEWS
HOW TO JOIN CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
At the close of each worship service there is a song or hymn of invitation. Come forward during the music and tell the
Pastor you would like to join the church. You will be asked for an affirmation or reaffirmation of faith, that you believe
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and that He is your Savior. After affirming your belief, you will be
welcomed to the church.
If you prefer, you can first have a visit with Pastor Jill to find out more about the church and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) denomination, and see how you can get involved. You can also find out more about the church by
picking up one of our visitor packets or coming to one of our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) study groups.
Once you have joined the church, you’ll receive more church information and will be invited to further involvement in
church fellowship, financial support, small groups, Bible studies, and leadership possibilities.

RESPONSE TO UKRAINE
In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Week of Compassion has joined ecumenical partners to put God's love
into action. It has been reported that six million Ukrainians have been displaced. Our partners, through ACT Alliance,
have already responded to the immediate needs by shipping 28 tons of food to support those fleeing to Hungary, and
staff have been working with refugees at the Ukraine/Hungary border. Shelter capacities are being scaled up, and
humanitarian information points are being established to help those arriving at the border and awaiting entry. We have
connected with International Ministries of the American Baptist Church and their work through the European Baptist
Federation.
Week of Compassion is focused on providing relief in the immediate days and weeks, while strategizing with our global
and domestic partners for a long-term coordinated response.
Our Ash Wednesday offering of $1040.00 has been sent to Week of Compassion, and our giving will continue through
Easter Sunday. Please place your offering in one of the Week of Compassion banks or special offering envelopes found
in the entry ways of the church.
THANK YOU for your compassion for the people of Ukraine.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL - SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest continues! Kids should report any points they've earned to Adam Carlson during
Sunday School or Wednesday Jubilee. On Easter Sunday, the Sonshine Store will open, where kids can cash
their points for amazing prizes.
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. We are using
"The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and Curriculum as we navigate the Lenten season.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! As we move through the
Lenten season, we are looking at Bible stories of God's people in tough spots.

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We are learning with
Groove studies, serving through different projects at the church, and growing in fellowship and faith. The class is open for
everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for students who have gone through the membership class and want to keep
going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can
come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to
come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is still meeting each week. We are doing our own
unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each
week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!

BOWLING
On Thursday, April 28th we will be partnering with the Be Bold class to go Bowling at Eastbrook Lanes. Meet at the
church at 4:30 and we will be back by 7:00 PM. Bring money for snacks if you wish.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to be
a Counselor in Training at Elementary Camp or go to the
Middle School or High School camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!
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SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE

4.10.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN PALMS
What would you say is the most important question? What is the most significant answer people are seeking? Some
might say the question is – “Will you marry me?” others might say it is “What did the doctor say?” or “Did you get the
job?” – all important questions, no doubt, but I think the question that will most impact your life and future is “Who is
Jesus?” He has comforted, confused, and confounded people for centuries. This question was asked as Jesus made His
final journey to Jerusalem. Today is Palm Sunday, the day we commemorate Christ’s procession into Jerusalem at the
beginning of Holy Week. As the Gospels record, people cut palm branches from the trees and waved them and spread
them on the road ahead of Jesus. Palm branches are significant, and the choice of palm branches was intentional. Almost
two centuries before this event, palm branches became associated with triumphal celebrations. In 164 BC palm branches
were used in the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem after it had been occupied and then reclaimed. In 141 BC the
Jews used palm branches to honor their liberator, Simon the Maccabee, in his victory over their enemies. Palm branches
were a symbol of Jewish nationalism in the time of Christ, and were used this day to signal that people thought Jesus
was their new liberator, their man who would overthrow the Roman occupation. They thought He was their answer to
Rome.
So Jesus was greeted with hope and joy. We might compare the Palm Sunday processional to a parade today, like our
Cascade Township July 4 parade when the fire trucks, semi-trucks, the church chapel float, the Cascade Barber Shop’s
wagon travel along Cascade Road and then up the 28th Street hill, and every local politician greets the people as we
celebrate our victory, our independence. Parades can be victorious and joyous. There is an air of victory in this Palm
Sunday parade- not unlike the parades given when a team returns home after winning a national championship like the
Super Bowl or the World series. Crowds gather at victory parades to cheer on their heroes.
In the ancient world this was true, too. The heroes would be generals with military victories, and these parades were
impressive, The conquering general or the emperor would lead the parade in an elaborate chariot, pulled by the finest of
horses. The victor would wear royal purple robes, gleaming armor, perhaps a crown or a victory laurel on his head. He
would be followed by his officers in full armor, and they would be followed by soldiers with flags and banners, and last
would come the captives, taken as spoils of war, pulling carts loaded with plunder taken from the vanquished enemy.
The people lining the victory parade route would call out “Hail” to their heroes, and everyone knew what the parade
meant- the victors deserve glory for their conquest.
But the Palm Sunday parade, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, looked so different. The center of attention was a man, not an
army, and the man rode on a donkey, not a war horse. The account of Palm Sunday from John’s Gospel says this in
John 12:12-19: The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.”
At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been
written about him and that these things had been done to him.
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Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to
spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the
Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!”
Far from a war horse or chariot pulled by stallions, Jesus came to Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey. The borrowing of the
donkey is a clue though, telling us who Jesus is. There was an ancient custom that a political or religious leader could
commandeer an animal for short term use, so the donkey owner saw something in the request of Jesus’ disciples that their
Master, Jesus, had need of the donkey. The man knew Jesus might be the answer to the problems of the Jewish people. People
started to think they knew who Jesus was, the leader who would deliver them from their occupiers, Jesus might be the leader
who would rid them of Rome. But this was such a contrast to the military processions the people had seen as they were
conquered. Jesus is riding on a donkey; his saddle is a borrowed coat. Jesus, the Carpenter Rabbi, famous for raising Lazarus
from the dead, rode to town on a small animal, His feet close to the ground as this sturdy little animal carries Him. Jesus wears
the clothes of a common man, no armor, crowns, or royal robes in sight.
If we could have been there, and been able to look closely at Jesus, His face might have appeared a bit blotchy, his eyes a bit
red. He had just been weeping for Jerusalem, knowing what would come to this city of His people. There are no generals, just
12 scruffy disciples, including fishermen, a zealot, and even worse, a tax collector. There were no soldiers with banners and
flags, but children with palm branches, and other lowly people, people who were poor, sick, needing help. They are why Jesus
rides into this city. They cry out “Hosanna!”, which means “Save us!”. And that is what Jesus came to do. He came to bring
salvation; He came to sacrifice His life in the city where the ritual sacrifices were made. He came at Passover to be the ultimate
Passover Lamb, to fulfill the Old Testament rituals, laws, and prophecies. He came to save – yes, to rescue all people, from sin,
and death, and hell. This is who Jesus is.
And we see this in the next procession Jesus makes. Five days later, on Friday, Jesus is again in a procession, but in this one He
leaves the city. He leaves Jerusalem to go to the killing grounds, to Golgotha, the place of execution. He is not carried on a
donkey, instead He carries a cross. His humble clothing is bloodied and in shreds after the brutal beatings He has endured. Like
a military parade, there are soldiers, but they do not follow Him as their leader, they are there to force Him forward so they
can get the dirty work of crucifixion over with. There are people along this pathway, but rather than crying “Hosanna” they
shout, “Crucify Him”. And there is weeping. The women along the way weep for Jesus, but Jesus, who wept for Jerusalem as
He entered the city is not weeping. He is resolute, His face is set as He exits Jerusalem, He is set to face His death. Such a
different procession than the palms procession.
But the two parades, the two journeys have the same purpose. Jesus will not save Himself, He came to give His life as a
sacrifice for many, to save others, to save the world. Sunday’s cry of “Hosanna” is answered in the words of Jesus on the cross.
On Good Friday He fulfills what He came to do – saying “It is finished.” The cry of the people that the Lord save them is
accomplished on Friday. Jesus did it. He saved them, and He saves you and me. Here is our answer to the most important
question, this is who Jesus is.
This is Palm Sunday, and this is not just an event to remember from the past, this is a future hope and a promise. Revelation
7:9-10 is where the Apostle John gives us a depiction of what is to come: 9 After this I looked, and there before me was a
great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a
loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
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A day is coming when people of every nation, tribe, and language will greet the Lord with palm branches. This is a
heavenly vision of a reality that is to come, and that you will be in that multitude of people, holding your palm branch,
shouting out praise to Jesus. This is the answer to all questions – Here is our God, our King, our Sacrificial Lamb.
And as we wait for that victory day, we wait with hope, and with joy. Even in our troubles. We have a leader, the One
we follow is triumphant, and He is reaching out to you in all places to say, “Catch a scent of my Kingdom, get a glimpse
of what is to come.” And you can be that scent, that fragrance of grace to a hurting world. Many of you wonder what
you can do right now for the hurt in Ukraine – for the pain in our world. The Apostle Paul gives us this idea in 2
Corinthians 2:14-17, But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us reveals the
fragrance of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being
saved and among those who are perishing: to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life
to life. And who is adequate for these things? For we are not like the many, peddling the word of God, but as from
sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God.
Be part of the answer to the questioning world! Speak for Christ! Be done with the negatives, the complaints, the
judgment. Be a shining light, a positive spirit, have a welcoming soul, be the fragrance of God, be God’s color in this dark
and grey time. Be the aroma of Christ to another, and show them life to life. Our hearts cry out “Hosanna! Save us
Jesus!” And He did! Make the words of the questioning Pharisees come true- they said, “look how the whole world has
gone after him.” Join up – join in – be part of this movement for Jesus. Live like you know this – live like you believe this
– accept this grace, you are loved, cherished, and are worth dying for. Accept this truth and let others know we are all
children of the King, and He says we are worth rising for! We are, friends, we are worth dying, rising, and living for
because God says so.
And this is all because of God’s mercy. Today we cry Hosanna and save us to a carpenter who rode on a donkey a long
time ago. It sounds crazy, or it is the only thing that makes sense in this crazy, broken world. Learn from this humble act
of God’s mercy. Jesus entered the capital of Palestine, a place wild with tourists and crowds, in a time of upheaval,
discontentment, anger with the government. The time was ripe for Him to conquer, and He even had the prophecies of
Zechariah and Isaiah to back Him up and bolster His cause. But instead of chariots, trumpets, and military might, Jesus
came with children, fishermen, rural Galileans, and the lonely, sick, and needy. He was greeted with tree branches. For
once, the common folks had a parade.
And for once, some of the world recognized they were following the Creator of the Universe, that God was in their midst.
And what a God! What could have been a moment of earthly triumph and fame for Jesus was not what He came for.
He put aside glory, honor, and the joy of heaven aside to be next to us. So, as we walk with Him this Holy Week, we
see a Savior, our God, focused on those most ready to hear of His love, forgiveness, and hope. Let’s keep walking with
Him, the palms lead to the cross, and the cross leads to the tomb. But wait for it, the tomb does not hold Him. There is a
fragrance, not of death, but of life to life in the air. May the whole world go after Jesus, seek Jesus, and find the answer
they are searching for. They will find life, and so will you. Life begins now. May we speak in Christ in the sight of God.
Hosanna - this is mercy. Hosanna -this is grace. Hosanna - this is Jesus.
Hosanna and Amen.
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