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April 22, 2022 Week 110

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church friends and family,
Praise be to God for such a glorious Holy Week and celebration of Easter!  We praised God all through
the season of Lent for His mercy, and then were flooded with mercy and joy on Easter. Thank you to all
who made this season so meaningful, through their work in art and décor, through the tech team,
through music and worship leadership, through preparing the church and grounds for Easter, and to all
who help communicate the great news of Jesus Christ in so many ways.

CASCADIAN WEEKLY

Areas of ministry: SAMO support missions and missionaries based on
personal relationships with our congregation. Our outreach includes our
local community, communities in Ann Arbor, Detroit, and extends
internationally as far as Haiti and Kenya.
We are excited about the opportunity to cosponsor an Afghan Refugee
family, possibly in our very own neighborhood. If we are able to settle a
family here in Forest Hills, the team will need support in many ways. We
will need help with furnishings, clothing, and other household items.
The family will need the support of our community at school, or in
finding meaningful work. After all, "it takes a village" and we are a very
resilient community!
Get involved: SAMO needs individuals committed to continuing our
outreach efforts and to meeting the everchanging needs of our
neighbors.

Thank you to all who came to worship – from Ash
Wednesday through Easter, it has been lovely to see
so many people back in church, and to be blessed
with four new members in the Lenten season. 
One of the ways we expressed our thanksgiving for
God’s mercy was to hear from our leadership on how
to get involved in the church.  Our Board has done a
fantastic job of leading us through the pandemic and
to this fresh season of joy and spiritual growth. Below
you’ll find how you can get involved. God bless you
and keep the faith - Jill

WORSHIP MINISTRY 
CHAIRED BY AUDREY PARTAK

Areas of ministry: working with the pastor, elders, deacons, musicians, tech team,
greeters, and décor team to provide worship service in the chapel and sanctuary
every Sunday and on holy days
This committee is proud of ongoing work of the tech team as we strive to provide
the best online worship services we can, recognizing that our congregation is in
many places. Other successes have been keeping the church safe in COVID
practices and growing our music programs thanks to incredibly talented people.
You can get involved by working with the tech team, music, or any of these areas -
Call the church office or Audrey.

More on page 2



ADMINISTRATION MINISTRY 
CHAIRED BY MARK HAMMONDS

Areas of ministry: Oversees the church budget, staffing, property, maintenance,
and God's business at Cascade Christian.
This committee outdid themselves in getting us through the pandemic, including
securing PPP loans for the church and the Child Development Center (CDC). A
current project getting the CDC on its feet financially and drawing the church and
the CDC closer in our common mission to help children and families know Jesus
Christ
You can get involved by volunteering with property projects, grounds keeping 
 gardening, and committee membership.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE MINISTRY 
CO-CHAIRED BY SUSAN STROBEL AND JOHN DUCHON

Areas of ministry: Soup and Sandwich programs September through May, annual
church and community picnic in September, Senior Citizen Thanksgiving Dinner
in November, meal and card Ministries.
This committee shares a joyful camaraderie, enthusiasm, and spirit when they
come together to make these longstanding Community traditions happen
get involved:

head up the Meal Ministry
Volunteer for set up, clean up, food prep for Soup and Sandwich, the picnic,
and the Thanksgiving Dinner

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY 
CO-CHAIRED BY ADAM HOMAN AND RON COLE

Areas of ministry: The purpose of Christian education Committee is to lead the
development and implementation of programs that foster spiritual growth and
Christian discipleship among church members and visitors of all ages
This committee is proud of the way our leaders, Pastor Jill, Adam Carlson, and
Michael Dirksen, are leading our classes  and creating an engaging and
welcoming environment that helps people grow in their faith. Youth especially are
really heard to reach, and Michael and Adam are great at meeting them where
they are
Get involved: All of our programs, especially youth, need more volunteers

GO-TEAM/ COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY 
CO-CHAIRED BY AUSTIN CRANDELL AND STEVE DIRKSEN

Areas of ministry: Planning and promoting evangelism education working with
Jill, the board, and the congregation. Identifying and implementing methods to
communicate events to not just the congregation, but also the general public,
identifying and calling  on visitors to Cascade Christian Church, collaborate with
other ministries in community events such as parades, the Grand Rapids Triathlon,
Cascade Heritage Day, Trunk or Treat, Easter Egg Hunts, and the like.
Our most recent project is a rebuild of our entire website. We are in the final
stages. Your input on this will be more important than ever as the website will be a
work in progress
Get involved by joining the events when you hear about them. Give your input and
opinions on what we could be doing.



Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM 
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Soul Warmers - 2:00-4:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM 
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM 
MS/HS Bowling - 4:30-7:00 PM
Board Meeting -  (Zoom)
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Sunday (4/24)

Monday (4/25)

Tuesday (4/26)

Wednesday (4/27)

Thursday (4/28)

Friday (4/29)

Saturday (4/30)

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Financial giving for 
the week ending in 

4/17/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $14,387
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REGISTER FOR CAMP CRYSTAL
May 1st the price of all of the camps increase by $50. Please be sure
to register for Elementary, Middle, High School, and Family Camp
before the price goes up. If you need a scholarship, please talk to
Pastor Jill or Michael Dirksen and we will be able to help you out.
Scholarships cannot, however, cover late fees, so please be sure to
register today so we can plan activities and coordinate with the
Camp staff accordingly.

REGISTER
HERE

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION
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RESPONSE TO UKRAINE
In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Week of Compassion has joined ecumenical partners to put God's love
into action. It has been reported that six million Ukrainians have been displaced. Our partners, through ACT Alliance,
have already responded to the immediate needs by shipping 28 tons of food to support those fleeing to Hungary, and
staff have been working with refugees at the Ukraine/Hungary border. Shelter capacities are being scaled up, and
humanitarian information points are being established to help those arriving at the border and awaiting entry. We have
connected with International Ministries of the American Baptist Church and their work through the European Baptist
Federation. 

Week of Compassion is focused on providing relief in the immediate days and weeks, while strategizing with our global
and domestic partners for a long-term coordinated response. 

Our Ash Wednesday offering of $1040.00 has been sent to Week of Compassion, and our giving will continue through
Easter Sunday. Please place your offering in one of the Week of Compassion banks or special offering envelopes found
in the entry ways of the church. 
THANK YOU for your compassion for the people of Ukraine. 

GENERAL NEWS

GIVING AT CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

There are offering trays for your offering in the entry way of the chapel and sanctuary. The trays are moved to the
offering table once the worship service has begun, and after the service you can bring your offering forward.
You can give online at wwwcascadechristian.com. 
You can mail your offering to the church office.

Thank you for your generous gifts that keep Cascade Christian a Church of open hearts, doors, and minds that serve
Christ, Communion and this community. Some of you have asked how to give to the church. Giving to the church
ministries can happen three ways:

1.

2.
3.

If you would like offering envelopes call Caitlin at the church office and we will have them ready for you the next
Sunday. 616.949.1360 There are also new offering envelopes in the entry ways that you can use to designate your
offering for the church or for Week of Compassion

WOMAN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Tuesday morning woman's Bible study is starting a new study on May 3rd. The study is on why God gave us the
Bible, based on The Book that We Love: A Small Group Study by Stephen Shaffer. The study will go from May 5th
through May 24th
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest wrapped up this past Sunday with great success!  Thank you to Katrina Rootes,
Ron Cole, and the army of Middle Schoolers who volunteered to help run things.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our  Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is starting the journey with the Disciples after the resurrection of Jesus. Join us
from 6:00-8:00 pm.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. This week, we are beginning to learn about
the Armor of God!

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out last month. It's a
great opportunity for parents to have a few hours to
themselves. We provide dinner and great childcare
from 6-8pm once a month. The next event is this
Friday, April 22nd! Sign-ups are open now - email
Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to
sign up.



IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is still meeting each week. We are doing our own
unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week.
Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

BOWLING
On Thursday, April 28th we will be partnering with the Be Bold class to go Bowling at Eastbrook Lanes. Meet at the
church at 4:30 and we will be back by 7:00 PM. Bring money for snacks if you wish. 

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We are learning with
Groove studies, serving through different projects at the church, and growing in fellowship and faith. The class is open for
everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for students who have gone through the membership class and want to keep
going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can
come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.
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4.17.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN THE EMPTY TOMB
Christ the Lord is Risen, He is risen Indeed! All of this Lenten season we seen the mercy of God, mercy in ashes, mercy in
temptation and suffering, mercy in betrayal, mercy in relationships and in serving one another. We have seen the mercy of
God in the palms procession of last week, the in the bread and wine of Maundy Thursday. Is there greater mercy than what
Jesus did for us on the cross on Friday? And now, glorious, amazing mercy – because the tomb is empty, God’s mercy is seen
in Jesus who died on Friday and has risen on Easter Sunday. Today we celebrate the mercy that the Lord of Life is our Lord,
our God, our Savior, our Redeemer!

This is the greatest news, the greatest hope we have!  The rolled stone, the empty grave, the grave cloths set aside are the
greatest sign. Jesus who died – lives. I had the joy of telling the Easter story to our Child Development Center children on
Wednesday. They came to the chapel, and I used wooden figures to tell the story of Holy Week - of Jesus riding to Jerusalem
on a donkey, and here is Liam’s sketch of that. I told them about the Lord’s Supper how Jesus ate with his friends and asked
them to remember Him. When I told the part about Jesus dying on the cross the children told me about grandparents and
pets that had died, and we were sad together that Jesus died.

They drew pictures of the cross and the tomb, and we placed the little wooden Jesus figure in the tomb, rolled the stone in
front of it, and we were quiet. It was sad. But then, three of Jesus’ friends came very early on Sunday morning to get his body
ready for burial. They wondered how would they open the tomb? Before I moved the figures of the women to the tomb, I
quietly got out a wooden angel, and by the power of our God of Life, the stone rolled away, Jesus came out of the tomb, and
the women were greeted by the angel who asked why were they looking for the living among the dead? Jesus lives! The
children cheered! Then Jesus reappeared, and women worshipped Him, and then Jesus appeared to his disciples, so all could
see that He who died - lives!
 

Children are so wise.  They get this story; they believe in Jesus. They love the surprise, that Jesus who was dead is alive. They
love that Jesus came out of the tomb, how the disciples were scared, and then Jesus made everybody feel better. What a
privilege to share this story with children. What a joy to see their anticipation, their surprise, their happiness, their faith!
 

This same story is for you. Jesus and His friends had travelled together for three years, and Jesus taught them everything they
would need to know to begin the church, to be Christians. He taught them through stories, parables, miracles, and healings,
through conversation and by example. He met them where they were, and they dropped everything to follow Him. Eventually
that path led to Jerusalem, and Jesus warned the disciples that the end was coming, but they did not understand.

So Jesus gathered them at one of the holiest festivals of the Jewish year – the Passover, the time when friends and family
gathered to retell the story of God’s people when they were freed by God from bondage in Egypt. Jesus taught the disciples
many lessons on Maundy Thursday. He commanded that they love and serve one another. He did this by washing their feet,
which was the work of a slave. If their master could serve like this – so could they.

The Passover foods, wine, unleavened bread, a lamb, take on new meaning. Perfect lambs were sacrificed at the original
Passover, and their blood was placed around the doorways of the homes of the Hebrews. When the angel of death came, the
final plague upon the Egyptians, death did not come to the homes of those whose doors were covered with the blood of the
lamb. Death passed over them. Now the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world is the host of the Passover feast;
Jesus the Lamb would be sacrificed the next day on a wooden cross. The unleavened bread which was reminder of how the
Hebrews left Egypt so quickly they did not wait for bread dough to rise, this bread became the emblem of the body of Jesus,
broken on the cross. The cup of wine which was part of the meal became the emblem of the blood He would shed on the
cross as a new promise. That promise is that all who believe Jesus is the Son of God and accept Him as Savior are welcomed
to God’s forever table, they are God’s family. 

Jesus asked His friends, the disciples, to remember Him, and then as Judas slipped away to betray Him, Jesus and the eleven
disciples went to the Mount of Olives, to the Garden of Gethsemane to sing, to pray. The disciples, full of Passover feasting,
doze off, Jesus prays for Himself, for His disciples, and for the disciples who will come – meaning you and me. He roused the
disciples when Judas arrived with an armed guard, Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss, and the disciples fled in terror.



4.17.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN THE EMPTY TOMB
Jesus was put on trial, appeared before Caiaphas the high priest, before King Herod, before the Roman Governor Pontius
Pilate. It was sham trial – it was so wrong that Pilate’s wife had a bad dream – and Pilate washed his hands of the whole
affair. He had Jesus whipped, 39 times, when 40 lashes usually would kill a man. 

The agony of Jesus that night was deep, beaten by guards, spat on, mocked with a crown of thorns and a purple robe, and
then the pain of hearing Peter deny knowing Jesus three times. Peter cursed that he didn’t know Jesus, and then a rooster
crowed, and Jesus looked across the courtyard right at Peter, and Peter remembered how at the Passover dinner, when he had
boldly said he would never abandon Jesus, Jesus told him that before morning, before the roster crowed, Peter would have
denied knowing Jesus three time.
Jesus was brought to the place of execution, Golgotha, and was brutally nailed to a wooden cross which was raised up right –
making it hard for Jesus to breath. He spoke seven times, forgiving his tormentors, telling John to care for Mary, expressing his
thirst, crying out to God asking why God had forsaken Him, telling the man being crucified next to Him that today the man
would be with Jesus in paradise, then saying his work was finished, and He committed His spirit to His Father.
 

His friends came to claim his body, and buried him hastily in a borrowed tomb. The priests who feared Jesus told Pilate to
place a guard at the tomb, and Pilate did – the grave was closed, guarded, and a seal bearing the authority of the
government was stretched across the entrance to prevent any movement of the boulder. The solders scoffed at such elaborate
work to keep a dead man in His grave. They knew Jesus was dead, they had done their work well. 
Some of Jesus’ friends watched at a distance. It was just about the Sabbath, and they could not do anything for Jesus on the
day of rest, so they hid again. They were heart broken, and made plans to take care of their Lord as soon as the Sabbath was
over. It was all they could think of to do.
 

But only 36 hours after that tomb was secured, it was discovered open. The boulder had been rolled aside, the guard were
gone, the seal was broken on the ground, and the lifeless body once entombed was missing. All of the security precautions had
been useless. The fact that the tomb was empty took everyone by surprise. The women who came to bury Jesus were
surprised. The guards at the tomb were so surprised they fainted. The priests who had tried so hard to get rid of Jesus were
surprised and fabricated a lie about the missing body to save face. Even the disciples were surprised. Jesus had told them this
would happen, and they couldn’t believe it. 

Hear this again, from the Gospel of Luke:
Luke 24: 1-12 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and
went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside
them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look
for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in
Galilee: 
‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then
they remembered his words.
When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the
women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he
saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

And then later that afternoon- 
Luke 24:36-49While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do
doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and
bones, as you see I have.”
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4.17.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN THE EMPTY TOMB
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and
ate it in their presence. He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised;
but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

This is the greatest story! Jesus had snatched victory from the jaws of death. The efforts of those who tried to silence and
eliminate Jesus utterly failed, their efforts amplified the truth Jesus spoke – that He is the resurrection and the life!  What
mercy! God’s love for us is so great that Jesus dies, lives, rises, and promises the same for us. What a surprising victory over sin
and death, what a failure for the evil one!

But our God is a God of surprises – think of the surprise of the people of God, the Hebrews at the Red Sea, Pharaoh and his
army chasing them down to bring them back to Egypt and slavery. It looks like the end, but then a wind comes, a great wind,
greater than any wind we can imagine, and it parts the sea, and God’s people walk through towering walls of water, on dry
ground, and reach the other side- they never could have seen this outcome – they were so surprised! But surprise can be a
terrible realization, as the Egyptian soldiers discovered as the wind dying down, the water started to come back in.

Think of the surprise in the book of Esther – which many of you just finished studying – God’s people had been assimilated in
Persia, God was barely remembered, a Jewish girl with a Persian name became queen. Word came to Esther, through her
cousin Mordecai that all of the Hebrew people were going to be executed by order of the kings’ strongman. Mordecai told
Esther that she was made for such a time as this, and she braved customs and protocols to beg the King for the life of her
people, and her people were saved. What a surprise – that someone who almost forgot who they were, who had just about
forgotten about God, was used to save her nation.

But the greatest surprise is Jesus. Born in a stable, not a palace, to humble working class folks, not to royalty. Even as a baby
He was seen as a threat, and had to be hidden and protected in his early childhood. The baby of Bethlehem, greeted first by
shepherds, is the world’s best surprise.

This is how our God comes to us. As a baby, a Child, a Carpenter, a traveling Rabbi. This is how our God comes to us, as a
Suffering Servant, a miracle worker, a teacher, a healer. In Jesus we see the full mercy of God. In Jesus we see life, and hope.
In Jesus we see God. Acts 2:24 speaks of the risen Lord and God’s mercy: But God raised him from the dead, freeing him
from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. Death could not keep hold of Jesus – it
couldn’t on Easter, and it can’t now, and it never will!
Jesus makes this clear in Revelation 1:18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I
hold the keys of death and Hades. He has risen- He lives- Alleluia!

So here we are, close to 2000 years since the first Easter The news is still surprising, children still cheer, adults look into the
emptiness of the tomb and discover the fulness of life! Because of God’s mercy Christ is Risen – let the gospel trumpets speak
and may the news of Jesus burn in us as of holy fire – let our joy be inextinguishable, let this grace run to the ends of the
earth.

Friends, Christ is Risen – He is Risen Indeed! Let all creation greet the good tidings with a jubilant shout, our Redeemer, our
Savior is here! The long night, the cold winter is past, and the Savior lives! He rides, he reigns, He is triumphant, now and unto
the ages of ages. Thanks be to God. Blessed Easter, Alleluia, and amen!


