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Week 111

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
This time of year always brings us to our annual Stewardship Campaign. Ethan Anderson, our Church Treasurer,
outlined the reasons to support the church in his address on Sunday, April 24. Ethan spoke about the importance of
staying physically fit, and how we as a church have remained fit and in good shape due to your generosity. That we
are in good shape through a pandemic and time of worldwide stress is no small thing. My thanks to each one of you
who makes a pledge, gives online, writes a check, or supports the church in other ways. We tithe and give out of God’s
goodness and generosity to us. The fact that we are still here, still meeting the needs of our church family and
community, is all due to the grace of God and the faithfulness of God’s people.
Cascade Christian was founded by a small group of 16 visionary people who thought this would be a good place to
have a church. Since 1864, Cascade Christian Church has been a place of open doors, hearts, and minds that serves
Christ, Communion, and community. Sometimes I will go over to the Memory Room of our 1880’s chapel to pray. As I
look at the old photographs of those who went before us, I am humbled at their sacrifice and faith. We stand on the
shoulders of those who’ve gone before. We are here because of the widow’s mite, the working man’s dollar, the family
who gave produce or eggs to pay the pastor. We are here because someone brought the coal for the church furnace,
someone brought milk cans of water for the old baptistry, someone gave money for the church stained glass windows,
and we are here because so many people found Jesus here and wanted you to know Jesus as well. We are inheritors
of this legacy. I urge you to turn around and look at God’s goodness in your life, and then to make your pledge to grow
His Kingdom here through this place.
This coming Sunday, May 1, Chris Noordyke will speak to us about the importance of stewardship, and then on
Sunday, May 8 we will have Commitment Sunday. On Commitment Sunday, we hope you will choose to make a
pledge to the church so we can map put where we can go in our new church year beginning July 1. Read the letter
Ethan will send you, pray about what to give, and bring your pledge card and envelope with you on May 8, or mail it
to the church.
I urge you to so your part out of gratitude to God. May we turn around and see God’s goodness, and be generous so
others can know Him.
Keep the faith,
Jill

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE BLANKETS
In 2021, congregational gifts provided over 183,00 CWS blankets to families impacted by hurricanes, tornadoes,
flooding, and other crises including homelessness and poverty. Your gift supports two types of blankets: heavyweight
(woolen blankets that are water-resistant and flame-retardant They are extremely durable, warm, and great for frigid
temperatures or other extreme weather conditions), and lightweight (Fleece blankets that are water repellant, durable,
warm, and soft). You can show God's love and provide hope to your neighbors by making a donation. Each $10 gift
provides a blanket and allows someone to feel God's love in their lives.
We will have a Mother's Day blanket offering on May 8th.

1

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (5/1)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (5/2)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (5/3)

Wednesday (5/4)

Thursday (5/5)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Worship Committee - 5:30 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
4/24/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $5,637

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Be Bold - 4:15-5:45 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (5/6)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Saturday (5/7)

Spring Clean-up 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

SPRING CLEAN-UP
Please join us Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM for a mulching and yard work day to tidy up the church
campus! Bring work gloves, shovel, rake, tarps, leaf blowers, if you have them.
REGISTER
HERE

REGISTER FOR CAMP
CRYSTAL
May 1st the price of all of the camps increase by $50.
Please be sure to register for Elementary, Middle, High
School, and Family Camp before the price goes up. If
you need a scholarship, please talk to Pastor Jill or
Michael Dirksen and we will be able to help you out.
Scholarships cannot, however, cover late fees, so please
be sure to register today so we can plan activities and
coordinate with the Camp staff accordingly.

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION
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GENERAL NEWS
HELP OPEN CRYSTAL FOR CAMPING
Bring a GROUP from your church. EXPERIENCE the BEAUTY of SPRING.
ADOPT A SPACE
* Chapel * Lodge * Dining Hall * Dorm * Fellowship Hall * Chapel * Waterfront
FRIDAY and/or SATURDAY
MAY 20-21
FREE LODGING FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS
Weekday Workdays Also
MAY 23 – MAY 25
GENERAL CLEANING & SETTING UP
Work that fits your abilities
TO SIGN UP BY MAY 15 - GO TO:
ONLINE: https://forms.gle/ov5NyQzVnfVAE5mNA
EMAIL: TIM MURTAUGH timdmurtaugh@gmail.com &
Eric Strommer estrommer@uccr.org
PHONE: Tim 502.352.8882 OR Eric 231.352.9311
“Let’s Make Sure Camp Crystal is ready for our church campers”

WOMAN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Tuesday morning woman's Bible study is starting a new study on May 3rd. The study is on why God gave us the
Bible, based on The Book that We Love: A Small Group Study by Stephen Shaffer. The study will go from May 5th
through May 24th

HOW TO JOIN CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
At the close of each worship service there is a song or hymn of invitation. Come forward during the music and tell the
Pastor you would like to join the church. You will be asked for an affirmation or reaffirmation of faith, that you believe
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and that He is your Savior. After affirming your belief, you will be
welcomed to the church.
If you prefer, you can first have a visit with Pastor Jill to find out more about the church and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) denomination, and see how you can get involved. You can also find out more about the church by
picking up one of our visitor packets or coming to one of our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) study groups.
Once you have joined the church, you’ll receive more church information and will be invited to further involvement in
church fellowship, financial support, small groups, Bible studies, and leadership possibilities.

3

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
CRIB ROOM
On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the 9:30 worship service and the 11:00 worship service. Staffed by
our amazing Crib Room workers, this is a wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3/4 years to play and hear about
Jesus. Parents can find the Crib Room downstairs in the back hallway of the Education Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. This week, we are continuing to learn about
the Armor of God!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is starting the journey with the
Disciples after the resurrection of Jesus. Join us from 6:00-8:00 pm.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out last month. It's a great opportunity
for parents to have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and
great childcare from 6-8pm once a month. The next event is this Friday,
April 22nd! Sign-ups are open now - email Adam Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to sign up.

SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest wrapped up on Easter Sunday with
great success. Thank you to Katrina Rootes, Ron Cole, and the
army of Middle Schoolers who volunteered to help run things.
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL

This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is still meeting each week. We are doing our own
unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week.
Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!

BOWLING
On Thursday, April 28th we will be partnering with the Be Bold class to go Bowling at Eastbrook Lanes. Meet at the
church at 4:30 and we will be back by 7:00 PM. Bring money for snacks if you wish.

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We are learning with
Groove studies, serving through different projects at the church, and growing in fellowship and faith. The class is open for
everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for students who have gone through the membership class and want to keep
going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can
come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.
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4.24.2021 SERMON: TURN AROUND, THE RESURRECTION
STORY OF ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
Think about the most hopeless time in your life. Did you feel depressed, angry, afraid? These were probably these feelings of
the women who approached the tomb of Jesus on the Sunday morning after his death. Their leader, teacher, and their Lord
had just been horrible executed before a huge crowd. And his wonderful vision of love, justice, and forgiveness had been
shattered. Life can do that; things can fall apart quickly and change. But sometimes those changes can be a turnaround, a
fresh start, a new beginning, a hope.
We know that the Easter encounter changed the lives of the women who first went to the tomb, but they weren’t the only
ones to see Jesus. The Christ came to them, and to others, and the Risen Jesus has changed the world forever. The resurrection
can be seen as the day that not only Jesus rose, but hope rose with Him, and the world turned around.
There are thirteen stories about the resurrection of Jesus in the four Gospels. Each one of them is a turnaround when
something unexpected happened. When Jesus rose from death people did not get what they thought they would get, they
were stopped in their tracks. Jesus came to them, and they were changed. While none of the stories describe the moment of
the actual moment of the resurrection of the Risen Christ – we know it was Him. Jesus was recognized by those who knew
Him, by His voice, by what He said and how He acted. But that actual moment of the resurrection is not recorded for us – I
wonder if that was because it was a private family moment, a reunion of God the Father and Jesus the Son. We sing in How
Deep the Father’s Love for Us – how the Father turns Hs face away, but now God the father turns back, turns and sees His
Son.
The Gospels tell us of Easter surprises and turnarounds – Matthew’s emphasis is on God’s power with the earthquake and
lightening, Mark focuses on the empty tomb, Luke brings out the living presence of Jesus in the scriptures and in communion,
John emphasizes the authority of the leaders of the church. Taken together – these Easter stories convey the faith of the
disciples as they see that Jesus is alive, and that through the power of God, life has triumphed over death. When we think a
situation is hopeless, that there is no end in sight, that evil is winning out, remember the resurrection stories, they are our proof
that despair and evil do not win – that God is at work in the most hopeless situations, and God can turn things around.
And we see that in today’s Easter afternoon resurrection story.
Luke 24:13-16 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.
They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with each
other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. He asked them, “What
are you discussing together as you walk along?”
So, we have two men walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus, and as they walked and talked Jesus joined them on the road. But
they were kept from seeing Jesus. I have wondered about this. For some divine reason, Jesus remained anonymous to these
two men. This makes me wonder, if are there things that God does not allow us to see. There could be areas in our lives that
God does not let us recognize, maybe something about ourselves we don’t even know until it is right in God’s time. I suspect
this is true. There are things you couldn’t learn, comprehend, or manage until you were older – driving a car or doing your
taxes for example. There are also things that are much easier to learn when you’re young rather than as an adult – a different
language, for instance. God helps us see and learn at the right time. Jesus learns a lot about these men by not letting them
know who He.
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4.24.2021 SERMON: TURN AROUND, THE RESURRECTION
STORY OF ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
Luke 24:18- They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. The
chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he
was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some
of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that
they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as
the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
So Jesus has not let them know He is the Risen Christ, the Messiah. Have you ever not let people know who you are? I spent
the first half of the week with clergy from Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan at our annual clergy retreat. The focus was on
telling our stories and witnessing to the impact of God in our lives. Pastors told stories of how people treat you when they find
out you’re a Pastor, how jokes get cleaned up, beers are held out of view, and it can get awkwardly polite and very artificial.
Sometimes you learn more and you can serve better if you don’t let people know right away who you are. Jesus doesn’t let on
who He is, and the conversation begins.
Jesus asked the men what they were talking about – and they were surprised that Jesus didn’t know – they were talking
about what everyone was talking about – the Friday death of Jesus of Nazareth. These men are identified as disciples or
followers of Jesus, but they refer to Jesus as a powerful prophet, not as the Son of God, not as the Messiah. They spoke of
how the powers of the Temple and the state were threatened by Jesus – so they executed Him on a cross.
And the sadness was all over the faces of Cleopas and the other man- they spoke of how they had hoped – they had hoped
Jesus would redeem or save their country, their people, their faith – that Jesus would save Israel. They explained that they had
just left Jerusalem, and there was crazy talk from some of the women had seen angels who told them Jesus lives. The tomb
was empty, some of their companions had checked that out to make sure. But no one really knew what was going on – so
these two men left town to go to Emmaus- and I wonder why? Was it to escape any danger from having associated with
Jesus? Maybe they had lost their belief, they had called Jesus a prophet, not the Son of God, and maybe they were finished –
the movement had ended – it was time for them to make an exit.
Jesus replied: Luke 24:25-29 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to
which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is
nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and began to give it to them. Then their eyes
were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
So here is the turnaround. Jesus told these men that the Christ would have to suffer to enter glory, as Moses and the prophets
had said- meaning, all of the Old Testament was leading to what they had just seen, heard, and experienced in Jerusalem.
Jesus connected the dots for these men – all that happened to Jesus was what God had said would happen to the Christ. All
of this had been known, written about, and prophesied long ago. I wonder how often we have been foolish and slow to
believe? How often do we choose not to see the dots, not to see the action of the Holy Spirit in our lives? God is constantly
working for our good, but are we aware of this?
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4.24.2021 SERMON: TURN AROUND, THE RESURRECTION
STORY OF ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
When they arrived at Emmaus, the men went to stop for the night, but Jesus was going on, and I wonder – to where? The
men urged Jesus to stay, and he did. That makes me wonder how often do we ask Jesus to stay with us – to keep close, to not
leave, to be present among us? I suspect our lives would be much simpler and more joyful if we asked Jesus to be near, and
then remained aware that he is. Maybe it is time to ask Jesus to be closer - these men strongly urged Jesus to stay with them.
How strong are we in asking for more Jesus?
At the clergy retreat, Reverend Peter Morgan, one of Regional Associate Ministers, spoke about getting more Jesus. Peter loves
communion. He told of a time in one of his churches where the people decided to have communion by intinction – and one of
the ladies broke off a huge piece of the loaf of bread. Her friend mockingly asked if she wanted a piece of bologna with the
bread. I can only imagine the first woman’s embarrassment. But Pete saw it different – why not get all the Jesus you can get?
Why not take in all the Jesus you can take? Why not be filled with Jesus? These men asked for more time with Jesus – and I
urge you to take all the Jesus you can, and then ask Jesus to be with you even more. The men on the walk to Emmaus ended
up glad that they did!
So these men want more time with this unknown man – and he stays with them, and they must have gone to an inn, because
Jesus joined them at a table. At the table he broke the bread, gave thanks, and handed the bread to the men, and then their
eyes were opened. They saw who this man was – they were with Jesus. Being that Jesus had kept them from recognizing
Him, now Jesus let them see. How about you and me – are we seeing what Jesus wants us to see? Do we recognize Jesus in
our midst? He is here; can you calm your heart and open your mind to know this? These men had been open to belief in the
Messiah, but then they believed their eyes – they saw their prophet tortured, killed, dead, buried. It had been enough to make
them leave town, find an escape route – to make their exit. Then, their hearts were opened. They found they were with Jesus.
He had not been lost – He was right there; their hearts had been blinded by believing their eyes.
Sometimes we need to believe what our heart and soul tells us. What the Spirit is telling us may not align with what we
visually see. Have you thought about what you choose to see? Are you letting the Spirit guide your vision? You might find
there is so much more than you thought, so much more to see, to experience, so much more to life abundant when you look
with the eyes of your heart. The men headed to Emmaus now could see, and Jesus left them, and they make a turn around.
Luke 24:32-35 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and
opened the Scriptures to us?” They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with
them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what
had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
So the men get it- and they felt it – they knew in their hearts that this conversation on the road with the stranger was more
than a casual meeting – this was Jesus – who explained that He had fulfilled the scriptures. So they turned around and went
back to Jerusalem – a seven mile walk in the evening. They did this at once, and found the Eleven disciples and the other
followers. They told the disciples was it true- Jesus has risen, and they recognized Him when He broke the bread.
These men had been going to Emmaus – and I wonder why. Were they running away, or had they given up? Wherever
they had been headed, they came back. They made a change, they made the U turn, a sharp U turn, and hurried back to
share the good news.
Our God is a God of the turn around – the U turn. Every day we are given that chance to pause, to reconsider, to repent, to
turn back, to turn around, to go back to where we need to be, to go back and explain, to go back and share joy, to turn in a
new direction. Every day we have that opportunity to turn and say what Jesus has done for us.
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4.24.2021 SERMON: TURN AROUND, THE RESURRECTION
STORY OF ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
Where do you need to turn to? I would guess there are places in every one’s life where they need to return, or to stop and
reflect. Sometimes going back is hard – we might have to revisit painful parts of the past. Places that felt like killing grounds
where part of us was slain by the words, actions, intensions of another. Or sometimes turning is hard because we carry guilt
and shame. We left in a hurry, we left things undone, apologies were not expressed, we left people – and we carry that guilt.
Sometimes turning around is a fear filled thing to do – we have a lot of “what ifs, and what if what we feared has become a
certainty, what do we do then?
Turning around might be hard because we are running away from God – our fear might have caused us to doubt God, and it
might be easier to turn our face away than face the Lord. Leaving or turning away keeps us focused on ourselves, our
troubles, our problems – and that can be easier than facing God and turning to those we love. I’ve said this before- we all fear
that we are not enough, what if they all knew the real me? But a turnaround allows us to become who God created us to be,
and to continually move forward in our faith. Turning means we recognize we are a work in progress, unfinished, imperfect –
and turning back to God, might help us see who we really are – children of God, completely loved just as we are.
And I think turning back, turning around, can be a source of joy. These two followers came back to Jerusalem, back to their
friends – and imagine their entrance and greeting to the Eleven disciples – we’ve seen Him! We’ve talked with Him! He broke
the bread! It was like we were blind but now we see! Think of the joy in the very next moment in Luke 24:36– While they
were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
That’s His word to all of us who hide, all of us who run, who turn back, Jesus says, “I see you, welcome back - peace be with
you.”
Turn around, come back. Come back to the One who makes all fear disappear, who makes all anxiety end, who makes life
worth living. Turn around and come back to the One who loves you just as you are. Turn around, hurry back, it might be that
there is someone who needs a good word, a call, or a visit from you. We have been so apart, so isolated, so alone – turn
around, come back from the roads of depression and anger, come back from hopelessness and fear – Jesus is in the room.
Jesus is here. Come back, turn around, and allow your eyes to be opened – see the love, see the forgiveness, see the hope.
Turn around, He’s here.
Amen and amen.
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