CASCADIAN WEEKLY
April 8, 2022

Week 108

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
This Sunday we begin Holy Week, remembering the last week of Jesus' life before His resurrection on Easter Sunday. Holy
Week is full of the love of Jesus Christ, full of the last lessons He taught His disciples; it is a week of mercy and grace. As we
approach this week, I want to encourage you to keep step with Jesus, walk with Him as He walks to the cross, to the grave,
and then out the other side, rising from the tomb to defeat death forever. As you look through the events of Holy Week
ponder what Jesus did, and what His actions teach us about God’s mercy. Briefly, here is what we know about this last week
of Jesus’s earthly ministry before Easter:
Thursday and Friday before Palm Sunday: Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem with the disciples. He told them what was
going to happen to Him, and they were afraid. Jesus healed Bartimaeus, giving this blind man sight, He dined with
Zacchaeus, giving this tax collector grace and fresh life, and He instructed His disciples to secure a donkey for Him to ride
into Jerusalem.
Saturday before Palm Sunday: Jesus observed the Sabbath at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, the friend he had
raised from death. Martha served Jesus, Mary poured perfume on his feet, anointing Him. Crowds came to see Jesus, and to
see Lazarus, who was raised from the dead.
Palm Sunday: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey and was greeted with waving palm branches (a sign of
honor), and with cries from the crowd who shouted “Hosannah” which means “save us.” Before He entered the city, Jesus
wept for Jerusalem, for the suffering that the people would experience because they had not recognized Him as the Christ.
Monday: Jesus cleared the Temple of merchants and money-changers – declaring God’s house to be a place of prayer.
Tuesday: Jesus teaches His disciples on the Mount of Olives, the teaching discourses are found in Matthew 24-25 and
include the parables of the Ten Virgins, the Sheep and the Goats, the Talents. Judas meets with the chief priests to find out
what they will give him if he betrays Jesus.
Wednesday: Jesus continues teaching as the Sanhedrin plot to kill Jesus.
Maundy Thursday: The disciples made the preparations for the Passover Feast in the Upper Room in Jerusalem. The Last
Supper takes place, and Jesus washes the disciples’ feet before serving them the bread and the cup. Judas leaves to betray
Jesus, Peter declares he will never leave Jesus. Jesus takes the eleven disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane, where He prays
for Himself, for His twelve disciples, and for us. Judas arrives with an armed guard and betrays Jesus with a kiss. Jesus is
arrested, Peter denies knowing Jesus three times, the disciples scatter in fear.
Good Friday: After being questioned by Annas, the former high priest, Caiaphas, the current high priest, and King Herod,
Pontius Pilate has Jesus flogged and condemned to death on a cross, the common method of executing criminals. Jesus speaks
seven times from the cross, forgiving those who killed Him, promising new life to the thief dying at His side, and then
committing His spirit to His Father. His friend Joseph of Arimathea asked for His body, and with His friend Nicodemus, they
placed Jesus in a stone tomb.
Saturday: It is the Sabbath. Guards are placed at Jesus’ tomb. The disciples hide in fear. The women prepare the spices for
Jesus’ burial, and they all wait, observing the Sabbath in obedience to the commandments.
As we prepare for Easter Sunday – reflect on all that Jesus went through to show you God’s mercy. Reflect on mercy in
palm branches, mercy in the bread and cup, mercy at the cross, and prepare your heart for the greatest mercy – new life in
a Risen Savior, the Lord of Easter.
Please join us for our Holy Week services. God bless you and keep the faith - Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (4/10)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM

Monday (4/11)

Soul Warmers - 2-4:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (4/12)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Wednesday (4/13)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (4/14)

Grief Share - 10:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Be Bold - 4:15-5:45 PM
Maundy Thursday Service - 6:30 (Sanctuary)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (4/15)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Good Friday Ecumenical Service - 12 PM Thornapple
Community Church

Saturday (4/16)

Days for Girls - 1-4:00 PM (Centennial Hall)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Week Events;
Palm Sunday Worship Service, April 10
Maundy Thursday Service, April 14 at 6:30PM
Good Friday Ecumenical Service, April 15, 12 noon,
Thornapple Community Church
Easter Sunday Worship Service, April 17

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
April 29th from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. we will have our
monthly parents' night out. This is free babysitting for
anyone that would like to participate! RSVP is REQUIRED.
Kids (infants - 8th grade) are checked in and out in
Centennial Hall. Middle School and High Schoolers are
welcome to help!
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Financial giving for
the week ending in
4/3/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $9,193

GENERAL NEWS

MARCH CHURCH BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The church board met via Zoom on 3/17/22. Here is a summary of what we discussed.
Finances: it was another good month – your generosity is truly appreciated. The Child Development Center received
a grant from the state to help cover their expenses.
Orange Street house: the house is currently empty and work is being done to get it ready for use. One option we
are exploring is housing a refugee family (working with the New American Program through Samaritas).
Website: working on revamping the website to make it more approachable and useful.
Worship Leader: approved hiring Liisa Erskine as the new Worship Leader for the 9:30 service. She will start on
the Sunday after Easter.
Constitution and Bylaws: a team is reviewing these to assure they reflect the future view for our church. Any change
to these documents needs to be approved by the congregation, so we plan to have this ready for a vote at the
Congregational Meeting this June. We will have the information on the proposed changes out to the congregation
prior to the June meeting so everyone has time to review and ask questions.
Telephone system: approved the installation of a new campus-wide telephone system as the current system needs to
be replaced.
If anyone wants to attend a Board Meeting, please contact Pastor Jill for that month’s Zoom link. We welcome any and
all congregational members to attend.
Terri Wing, Church Board Secretary

GIVING AT CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Thank you for your generous gifts that keep Cascade Christian a Church of open hearts, doors, and minds that serve
Christ, Communion and this community. Some of you have asked how to give to the church. Giving to the church
ministries can happen three ways:
1. There are offering trays for your offering in the entry way of the chapel and sanctuary. The trays are moved to the
offering table once the worship service has begun, and after the service you can bring your offering forward.
2. You can give online at wwwcascadechristian.com.
3. You can mail your offering to the church office.
If you would like offering envelopes call Caitlin at the church office and we will have them ready for you the next
Sunday. 616.949.1360 There are also new offering envelopes in the entry ways that you can use to designate your
offering for the church or for Week of Compassion

RESPONSE TO UKRAINE
In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Week of Compassion has joined ecumenical partners to put God's love
into action. It has been reported that six million Ukrainians have been displaced. Our partners, through ACT Alliance,
have already responded to the immediate needs by shipping 28 tons of food to support those fleeing to Hungary, and
staff have been working with refugees at the Ukraine/Hungary border. Shelter capacities are being scaled up, and
humanitarian information points are being established to help those arriving at the border and awaiting entry. We have
connected with International Ministries of the American Baptist Church and their work through the European Baptist
Federation.
Week of Compassion is focused on providing relief in the immediate days and weeks, while strategizing with our global
and domestic partners for a long-term coordinated response.
Our Ash Wednesday offering of $1040.00 has been sent to Week of Compassion, and our giving will continue through
Easter Sunday. Please place your offering in one of the Week of Compassion banks or special offering envelopes found
in the entry ways of the church.
THANK YOU for your compassion for the people of Ukraine.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL - SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest continues! Kids should report any points they've earned to Adam Carlson during
Sunday School or Wednesday Jubilee. On Easter Sunday, the Sonshine Store will open, where kids can cash
their points for amazing prizes.
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. We are using
"The Other Side of Easter" Storybook and Curriculum as we navigate the Lenten season.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is moving along well! As we move through the
Lenten season, we are looking at Bible stories of God's people in tough spots.

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We are learning with
Groove studies, serving through different projects at the church, and growing in fellowship and faith. The class is open for
everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for students who have gone through the membership class and want to keep
going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can
come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to
come to Elementary Camp or Day Camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is still meeting each week. We are doing our own
unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each
week. Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!

BOWLING
On Thursday, April 28th we will be partnering with the Be Bold class to go Bowling at Eastbrook Lanes. Meet at the
church at 4:30 and we will be back by 7:00 PM. Bring money for snacks if you wish.

CAMP CRYSTAL
Time to register for Camp Crystal. If you would like to be
a Counselor in Training at Elementary Camp or go to the
Middle School or High School camp, please go to
CampCrystal.org and click on registrations. You can register
online. The cost of registration will go up May 1st, so please
register ASAP so we can plan ahead for a great week at
camp. If you need financial assistance please follow the QR
Code below or call the Church Office to apply for a
scholarship. As always, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!
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SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

REGISTER
HERE

4.3.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SERVICE
A blessed Sabbath to you as we walk with Jesus through the season of Lent! This Lenten season we have looked at God’s
mercy, and reflected on God’s mercy in ashes and repentance, mercy when we face temptation, and mercy in our times of
suffering. We’ve viewed God’s mercy when we are betrayed, and how merciful God is in our relationship with Him so we can
share that mercy with others. What a mighty, beautiful, loving God we serve, and we see that when we look at Jesus. We’ve
walked with Jesus as He goes to Jerusalem, and we witness His merciful servant leadership with His disciples. Today we join
Jesus again in the upper room, at the Passover meal, the Last Supper, and we view God’s mercy to us as we see Jesus serve
His disciples. Jesus is the Suffering Servant, and He shows us how to be servants as well, He teaches us there is mercy in being
served, and there is mercy in serving.
Think about servant leaders. Who comes to your mind? A teacher or coach who served beyond the classroom or ballfield, or
you had a grandparent who gave their all to you in their great love. We have had notable examples of servant leaders
throughout the ages, and I think of Mother Teresa of Calcutta in her work with the poorest of the poor in India. I think of
Mahatma Gandhi – employing nonviolent resistance to lead the campaign for India’s independence from British rule. Closer to
home I think of Harriet Tubman’s servant leadership as she guided enslaved people out of the south to freedom in northern
states, and Clara Barton’s efforts as a Civil War nurse that led to the Red Cross. Going back in time I admire the gentle service
of Saint Francis of Assisi as he cared for poor, and animals and the earth itself. Presidents have inspired us as servant leaders, I
think of Jimmy Carter, possibly the greatest of the retired presidents in his work for Habitat for Humanity, building houses to
this day and Jimmy is a Sunday School teacher. Lincoln is remembered for his wisdom and courage as he guided our nation
through the Civil War and the emancipation of enslaved people. And there is another servant leader you may not know yet,
her name is Teri Hord Owens, our General Minister of the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ. Reverend Hord-Owens is the
first woman of color to lead a mainline Protestant denomination, and she is continually urging us to imagine God’s limitless love.
All of these are amazing people. And there are servant leaders in many places. You are sitting in a church that is full of them.
But there is no greater servant leader than our Lord, Jesus Christ. And He shows us how to lead as we join Him again in the
upper room in the Gospel of John: 13:1-17
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The evening meal was in progress, and the devil
had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under
his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not realize now
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean,
though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was
clean.
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have
done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord,
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do
as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one
who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
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4.3.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SERVICE
Jesus shows us servant leadership in such a concrete way. He rose from the table, put aside his robe, donned a towel as an
apron, filled a basin with water, and went from disciple to disciple, kneeling before them, to wash the dirt, dust, and stench off
their feet. Imagine the disciples surprise at this – this wasn’t Rabbi work; this was the work of a servant. This was the lowliest
work there was – usually assigned to a servant boy who would have been stationed at the door to wash the feet of the guests
as they arrived. Jesus is the host of the meal, the head of the table, and hosts don’t do the dirty work. Peter was appalled and
said Jesus would never wash his feet. Jesus made this an all or nothing proposition for Peter, be served this way or Peter
couldn’t be part of what Jesus was doing. So, Peter then goes all in, and asked Jesus to wash his head and hands as well. Jesus
calms Peter down, letting Peter know this is about holiness, not hygiene.
Jesus finished washing feet, put his robe back on, and asked His disciples if they understood what happened. Jesus is the
Teacher, the Master, the Host, and if He does this for them, they must do this for others. This is a pattern Jesus has laid down,
an example to be followed, this is what servant leadership looks like. The world would say to the disciples that masters,
employers, the boss comes first, but not so in God’s Kingdom. To be a leader, you must be a servant. If the disciples understand
this, they are to live like this, and their lives will be blessed.
Does this come naturally to you – to take the lowest spot, to be the servant, to put others first? This isn’t easy for us. We
would rather serve ourselves or be served – by nature we are selfish and self-serving. Pause a moment – look within. How are
you doing in serving others? Jesus came to earth to rescue sinners and to mold us and remake us into His image, to join Him in
being selfless servants. Mark 10:45 is where Jesus tells us- The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many. One of the last actions, last lessons Jesus gave His disciples was to be a servant. The end was
approaching, the betrayal, denial, and the cross were just hours away, and Jesus, the Suffering Servant, teaches this last crucial
lesson – humble yourself, be merciful and serve another.
When you serve another, you are speaking volumes without words. The actions of serving, helping, giving, sacrifice, going the
second mile, making the effort says so much about the state of your heart. Those actions shout out your love for God, serving
is evidence of your faith, where you place your hope, and who you love.
Servant leadership has been described like this in an acronym:
S stands for selfless: putting God and others first
E stands for empathetic: that you place yourself in the circumstances of another, imagining how things are for them, then
treating them as you want to be treated
R stand for resolute: servant leaders stay the course, they are the shelter in the storm, they keep serving when things become
challenging
V stands for virtuous: Virtue is an old fashioned concept – but you can be the servant leader who bring back truth, honesty,
high moral standards, integrity to your places in the world.
A stand for authentic: One of you recently shared the idea with me of what we all should want said in church at our funeralthat we were the same person at home, work, and school as we were in church. Be genuine, keep it real.
N stands for nonpartisan: keeping open doors, hearts, and minds. When we keep an open mind, we can produce great works
for God’s Kingdom, when we close our minds, we have chosen to be alone in our thoughts. Leave the judgement to God, stay
open and let God use you for His good works.
And T stands for thorough – meaning complete the task, finish the race, do your part as best you can and as completely as
you can when you serve others.
Christ is the ultimate Servant. He is God, and this God of our washes feet, heals lepers, hangs out with sinners, dines with tax
collectors, befriends outcast women, and made Himself nothing so we can have everything. Jesus the Suffering Servant, opens
the door to us for God’s grace. Our sin debt is paid, completely. We are forgiven. Jesus then invites us to this richer life – to get
out of our own heads, to bring our life into the lives of others, to make a difference, to do something for others. Bishop Dale
Bronner puts this well when he stated: If serving is below you, leadership is beyond you.
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4.3.2021 SERMON: MERCY IN SERVICE
The Apostle Paul encourages us in Philippians 2: 3-8 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships
with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
A story is told of an American man who was visiting Calcutta and the ministry of Mother Teresa’s Little Sisters of the Poor. He
watched as Mother Teresa was cleaning the wounds of a leper in the gutter. The man declared in disgust that he wouldn’t do
what she was doing for a million dollars. Hearing the words, Mother Teresa looked up at the American and replied: “Neither
would I. But I would gladly do it for Christ.”
That is mercy. And this is what we are to do – in mercy we serve the needs of those around us, following the example of the
Suffering servant. And thank you to all of you who are serving – may God bless you in all of the ways you serve.
Will you please stand if you have ever?
Served on a committee at a church
Helped with or taught Sunday School or Vacation Bible School
Counseled at camp
Helped make college boxes to be mailed to our students away from home
Mentored someone
Helped with soup and sandwich lunch, or the senior’s thanksgiving dinner, a brunch, or the chili cookoff
Been an elder or a deacon or a greeter/screener
Drove for meals on wheels
Made a visit to someone who couldn’t come to church
Served on the tech team
Sang in a choir
Helped decorate the church
Worked to comfort someone through our bereavement ministry
Shoveled snow, worked on the church grounds, planted flowers in the gardens, raked the church leaves
Worked at the Triathlon, truck or treat, the July 4 parade
Helped with the annual church picnic
Wrote a card or letter to someone to show you care
Been part of soul warmers of Good Old Boys
Attended a Bible study
Been part of one of our support groups
Helped with missions, gone to Rippling Hope, sewn for days for Girls.
Shown you love for Jesus Christ in a way I have not listed?
Friends, this is what it means to be a servant leader - you have mercy and serve others. This is what it takes to be a church, a
church of open doors, hearts, and minds that serves Christ, communion, and community.
We invite you to be servant leaders - get involved, use the check list at the back of the church for more information on how to
get connected to volunteer opportunities. Check what interests you – you’re not obligated to serve, but you will hear back how
to get involved in the areas that interest you. Leave the form on the table when you’re done, or take it home, pray about it,
and bring it back later. Keep the faith, amen and amen.
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