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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
This summer’s camp season at Crystal Conference Center is right around the corner. Church camp can be a faith
forming, life changing time in the life of a child, teenager, adult, or family. Our Camp Crystal has been changing lives
for Jesus Christ since 1918 when the land for the camp was donated to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) by the
Ann Arbor Railroad Company. The idea was to get people to ride the trains north, and all who have attended camp
are grateful for this gift. The first years at the camp were rough, getting there took many hours, and often with multiple
flat tires as the roads were impassable. One of the first buildings from those early days is still standing, Pioneer Cottage,
which is a respite spot for Disciples clergy and a rental cottage when not used by pastors. Three dorm units (Pines,
Birches, and Beeches) have replaced the canvas tents of old. The camp has several newer buildings, The Oaks is where
the camp leaders stay and where our medical office is located. Cedar Lodge is for rentals, retreats, and employee
housing. The camp has a lovely chapel and vespers area, fellowship hall, and a terrific dining hall. The camp is yours to
use. Some people refer to Crystal as their “place on the lake” – and they are right – it belongs to all members of the
Christian Church Michigan Region. If you are looking for a place to stay when you travel north, consider staying at
camp. Crystal’s website www.campcrystal.org has all the information on how to make a reservation.
My first experience as a camper was back in the 1970’s (yes, I am that old). With the exception of missing three
summers when I ran camps at MSU, I have been blessed to be at Crystal every summer, including when my son Max
was a small infant. Camp means so much to me – I know I would not be a pastor if I had not had those experiences at
Crystal. Not long ago my Mother gave me a postcard I sent home when I was a camper. It was hilarious to read as I
reported the food was horrible (I said they served us fried maggots – I lied.) I told my parents about my new friend,
Diane Miller, now Diane Phelps, who is a very dear friend to this day. I loved arts and crafts, my nice cabin and even
nicer counselor, Kris Bishop, and I had fun at the camp square dance. My best memories of camp are the vespers
services at the waterfront, and those times of worship were very significant to me. Spending that time with Jesus
started a seed that never stopped growing, and led to me to get an education degree to work with children and youth,
and then later to go to seminary to serve my Lord and God.
Church, you have been so supportive of camp ministry. Thank you for helping children go to camp, and for supporting
Michael Dirksen and me as we direct the children and youth camps this summer. Thank you to all of you who have
sent your children or grandchildren to camp, and thank you to all of the families who go to Family Camp. It is not too
late to sign up for camp, and I urge you to consider bringing your children or grandchildren to Day Camp (camp fun in
the morning, on your own in the afternoon, stay in the cabins and enjoy meals at the dining hall), the Women’s Retreat,
August 19-21, or the Men’s Retreat in September.
Summer is almost here, and I hope your summer will include time at Crystal Conference Center. It is an amazing place
to encounter God, and I promise they will not serve you fried maggots.
Keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (5/15)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Craig's Cruisers - Youth Group - 12-5:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (5/16)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (5/17)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM

Wednesday (5/18)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (5/19)

Soup & Sandwich - 12:00 PM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM (Narthex)
Be Bold - 4:15-5:45 PM
Church Board Meeting - 7:00 PM (ZOOM)
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (5/20)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)
Work Weekend at Crystal Lake (Though Sunday)

Saturday (5/21)

Days for Girls - 1:00-4:00 PM
Glad Fletcher's Book Signing - 2:00-4:00 PM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
5/8/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $9,194
CWS Blankets:
$660

WEEK OF COMPASSION
Our Week of Compassion Lenten Offering will go to humanitarian relief efforts in the on-going war in Ukraine. 100% of
what we give will go to assist people displaced from their homes due to the war. Cascade Christian Church gave
$14,217.11 during this season of lent. Thank you for your sacrificial giving!!

COMMUNION PREP HELP NEEDED
Please call the church office of you can help prepare the communion bags that we use weekly. We'll provide all of the
supplies for you to do this project at home. Thank you to Veronica Partak and Ann Byerly for being our communion
prep team — and we hope others will join them.
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GENERAL NEWS
BOOK SIGNING
An Invitation to church family and friends, Glad Fletcher is having a book signing in the Coffee House, May 21, between
2:00 and 4:00 PM. Glad authored her second book; "Unexpected... Did This Really Happen?" which picks up where her
first book ends, recounting unusual events and experiences. Her first book "My Garden of Stones" will also be available.
Light refreshments will be served.

SOUL WARMERS
On May 4th Ruth Gehl and Denise Pray delivered 18 blankets to
The Women's Crisis Center. Thank you to all the members of the
Soul Warmers who worked hard to make these blankets! Soul
Warmers meet on the second and fourth Monday of the month
and will continue to meet during the summer.

DAYS FOR GIRLS
There is a Days for Girls workshop May 21 from 1:00-4:00 PM. Days for Girls is a nonprofit organization that prepares
and distributes sustainable menstrual health solutions to girls who would otherwise miss school during their monthly
periods. There will be sewing and non-sewing tasks available.

SRING CLEAN-UP
Thank you to all the volunteers who came to clean up the church campus!
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
CRIB ROOM
On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the 9:30 worship service and the 11:00 worship service. Staffed by
our amazing Crib Room workers, this is a wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3 or 4 years to play and hear about
Jesus. Parents can find the Crib Room downstairs in the back hallway of the Education Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. This week, we are continuing to learn about
the Lord's Prayer! In June, we will be starting on the Armor of God.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is starting the journey with the
Disciples after the resurrection of Jesus. Join us from 6:00-8:00 pm.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
Parents' Night Out is a great opportunity for parents to have a few
hours to themselves. We provide dinner and great childcare from 6:00
PM - 8:00 PM once a month. The next event is May 27th! Sign-ups are
open now - email Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) for
the link to sign up.
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is still meeting each week. We are doing our own
unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week.
Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!

CRAIG'S CRUISERS
This Sunday (the 15th), the Youth Group is heading to Craig's Cruisers after Sunday School. Come at 11:00 for Sunday
School and be ready to leave the church at 12:00. We will be back around 5:00PM
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5.8.2021 SERMON: THIS IS WHAT COMMITMENT LOOKS LIKE
Welcome to Mother’s Day. Moms, you are seen, you are celebrated, you are loved, and you are doing an amazing job of
parenting in such difficult times. Those of you who want to be a mom and are waiting, our prayers are with you, those of you
who are raising your grandchildren, our prayers are with you, those of you with little ones and no sleep, our prayers are with
you, those of you who have struggles in your family, our prayers are with you. We are the family of God, and this church is a
village that celebrates all of you, each person here, and each person joining us online, we celebrate you as unique individuals,
created in the image of God. We celebrate that we are a family, as we recognize family comes in many ways. Thank you for
being here today as we celebrate the commitments we make.
This is not only Mother’s Day, but it is our annual Commitment Sunday. What does commitment look like to you? You make
commitments all of the time. I know a number of you are signing the papers that commit you to a mortgage as you have
bought a new home. Some of you have made the commitment to share life, and have become engaged or married. Some of
you are expecting a new child in your family, and are committing to being parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles. We make
commitments throughout our lives, and there is no greater commitment than your relationship with God. That commitment
changes everything. God has much to say in scripture about committing your life to Him, and as we talked about last week in
Malachi 3:10 which says - Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me
to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until
there is no more need. God is committed to you, and says test Him in this. What does your commitment mean to you?
I am almost never here on Father’s Day because I am getting ready for the first week of elementary camp at Camp Crystal,
so today I wish all parents both a happy Mother’s Day and an early Happy Father’s Day. Parenthood has to be one of the
biggest commitments we make. Think of when parents bring home their child for the first time, their joy and fear, wondering –
“How do I do this?” The commitment parents make to children is like the commitment God makes to us. We have a God who
is like a loving parent, a heavenly Father, who loves us and shelters us like a hen draws her chicks beneath her wing. And God
tells us to love one another, and to honor the parents He has given us. It is the fifth commandment, and is spoken of again by
Paul in Ephesians 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” – which is the
first commandment with a promise – “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
Today we celebrate honoring parents, being committed to the people we love. God blesses those who honor their parents with
a good life on this earth. We see this throughout scripture, and today I would like to remind you of the stories of some parents
in the Bible who were committed to their families and to their God.
You might recall the story of Hannah, a woman of the Old Testament who was childless. She prayed and prayed to have a
child, and nothing happened. Her husband loved her and was kind to her, but he also had a second wife who was able to
have children. You can imagine the rivalry, and Elkanah, the husband, favored Hannah, and this made wife number two
jealous, and she was cruel to Hannah. So Hannah went to the sanctuary to bring her pain before God, she prayed, and was
seen by the Priest, Eli, and that is where we begin – I Samuel 1:10-14
In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the Lord, weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will
only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to
the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head.”
As she kept on praying to the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving
but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk and said to her, “How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away
your wine.”
This is a remarkable event! Hannah is the first woman recorded in Scripture to enter the Temple and pray! So Hannah is in
silent prayer, beseeching God, but her priest thinks she is drunk and mumbling. But God hears our honest prayers, and we can
pray with honesty, conviction, and boldness. Hannah replies to Eli:
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“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was
pouring out my soul to the Lord. Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out of my great
anguish and grief.”
Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him.”
She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no
longer downcast. 1 Samuel 1:15-18
And that is because Hannah was given hope, hope that God would grant what she asked, and the Lord would answer her
prayer:
1 Samuel 1:19-20 Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the Lord and then went back to their home at
Ramah. Elkanah lay Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and
gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the Lord for him.”
So after much emptiness, Hannah’s life is full, she has her son, Samuel. The name Samuel means “told by God.” Hannah saw
her son as a gift from God. She had promised that her son would serve God and she knew Samuel was hers to take care of
temporarily. So when Samuel was a very young, Hannah brought him to the house of God, to become a priest under Eli’s
care. She committed her son to God’s purposes; he would serve the Lord God. She knew Samuel was to benefit God’s
kingdom, not just herself. Hannah honored her commitment; this is what commitment looks like. The book of Samuel records
that Hannah visited Samuel every year, and every time she brought him a little robe she had made. She had given her boy to
God’s service, and her love came through, her love for her son, and her commitment to her God.
Perhaps you have been entrusted with children, and we are all someone’s sons and daughters. Parents make commitments,
and do the best with what they have, to raise their child as best they can. But all of us, whether we view Hannah’s story as a
parent or as someone’s child, we are all stewards, entrusted to care or be cared for, to help others grow to be who God
created them to be. The fifth commandment reminds us to be grateful, and if we honor our parents, we’ll have the more
complete joy that God intends for us.
This principle of stewardship or being caretakers applies not just to parents and children, but to all that we have. If we see
what we have as ours rather than God’s, we will be unhappy when those things are taken away. If we see what we have as
God’s, we can live freely and happily bless others. Proverbs 22:6 can be seen as a stewardship verse: “Start children off on the
way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.” We commit to doing the best we can, as
generously as we can, and then let God be God as God’s love resides in our loved ones. Relationships take commitment, and
part of that commitment is to trust God.
We see the commitment of other parents in scripture, Abraham being willing to give the life of is son, Isaac. Zebedee, willing
to release his sons Peter and Andrew, to drop their nets and follow the long awaited Messiah, and of course Mary, the mother
of Jesus. Think of what it would have been to be the mother of the Son of God. Every child is unique, and parents have to
figure it out as they go, but to parent the Messiah would have been quite a commitment. God chose Joseph and Mary to
parent His Son, to be stewards of the Christ Child, until Jesus began His ministry. We know of their worry when Jesus went
missing in Jerusalem, they searched for several days until they found him teaching the teachers in the Temple about His
Father. We know Mary followed her Son in His ministry; she was known to the followers of Jesus. Mary and Jesus were
committed to each other, think of how Jesus granted Mary’s request to help at a wedding banquet when they ran out of wine,
how Jesus turned plain water into the best wine the wine steward had tasted. And we see the loving commitment of Jesus
when we look at one of His last acts, at Calvary, at the foot of the cross, Mary stood there, with her friends, watching her boy
die.
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And Jesus saw her, John 19:25-27
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the
disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
This too is what commitment looks like – taking care of one another. This is what commitment looks like, giving your all to help
another to further God’s Kingdom. This is what commitment looks like – a mother, a Son, a friend, in the worst of their lives,
finding life, and light, sharing love, and hope, and a future.
And this is what God’s commitment to us looks like: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
God’s commitment to the world, is beyond words. Maybe that’s why this is one of the best loved Bible verses. God tells you to
commit, to honor your parents, and then He promises that life will go well for you on earth, but when you honor his Son,
when you commit to Jesus, then your life will be blessed forever. This is what commitment looks like, and thank you for
honoring your commitment. And blessings to you, to all who have committed to others – to moms, dads, grandparents,
spouses, sons, daughters, siblings, friends. Blessings to all of you who care for others. Blessings to you, for being a caring church.
Blessings to you as you honor God and one another.
Today may you accept this simple truth - God loves you. He loves the world and loves all of the people you love. What can
you do to express your love and gratitude to Him? Share your life with Him. And praise be to God, who is so committed to us
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will have forever life. Today, honor Mom, and honor God.
Today may you celebrate Mom and celebrate the God who is so committed to you. May our love show in our actions. Amen
and amen.

9

