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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
It is graduation season, a time of endings and beginnings. We are
honored to recognize our 2022 Graduate Joseph Robertson!
Joe is the son of Amy and Scott Robertson, brother of Jacob
Robertson, grandson of Dan and Karen Robertson, nephew of Dan
and Joy, Heather and Chuck, Holly and Dana, a cousin to many, a
friend, camper, counselor in training, baseball player, graduate of
Forest Hills Central, future Spartan majoring in computer science, and
a Christian and a child of God.
The church has had the joy of watching Joe grow from being a little boy to become an amazing leader and young man
with a bright future. I promised Joe I would not gush too much on Graduation Sunday, but I will say I have always
been so impressed with Joe’s kindness, goodness, compassion, and grateful heart. Joe will be camp counselor this
summer, and is bringing three friends to help lead our elementary campers next month. What role models and mentors
these young men are, and we congratulate these Forest Hills Central graduates: Adam Carpenter, Will Becker, and
Matt Willemin.
Joe is a servant leader, whether here in church or at camp, Joe is always willing to serve others. On Graduation Sunday
I mentioned two memories of Joe that reflect his character: over a year ago I was having coffee with a friend in Forest
Hills. I did not see Joe at another table, but Joe saw me, came up to me and gave me a hug, and we talked, all of this
in front of one of Joe’s friends. Not many high school students would do that with their pastor. Another special memory
is Joe’s kindness to campers in 2019 as a high school freshman. Joe was all about being there for Jesus and for the boys
in his cabin. His focus and maturity were astounding.
Graduates like Joe give us hope, and we ask God’s blessings for Joe and all of the class of 2022 as they enter a new
chapter of life. They are uniquely suited for this time, for this moment in history. They’ve had an unusual high school
career with the pandemic, and yet they are seekers of truth and authenticity. I see in Joe’s generation a new boldness, a
willingness to speak the truth in love, and a heart for community.
A verse for the class of 2022 might be Paul’s words in I Corinthians 15:58:
58 With all this going for us, my dear, dear friends, stand your ground. And don’t hold back. Throw yourselves into
the work of the Master, confident that nothing you do for him is a waste of time or effort.
Stand your ground, be steadfast, and immovable Joe and all of the 2022 graduates! When it comes to God, throw
yourself into His plans, don’t hold back. God bless you and keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday (5/29)

Sunday School - 10:30 AM
Crib Room - 10:30 AM
Combined Worship Service - 10:30 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (5/30)

Church Office Closed
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (5/31)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Young Adult Game Night - 6-8 PM (House Rules)

Wednesday (6/1)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (6/2)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (6/3)

Church Office Closed

Financial giving for
the week ending in
5/22/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $5,697

Saturday (6/4)

MAY CHURCH BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
The church board met via Zoom on 5/19/22. Here is a summary of what we discussed.
Finances: The Board approved the Budget for the Church for next fiscal year. We will be getting this information out
to the congregation soon. Members will be voting on the Church budget at the Congregational Meeting on June
26th – in addition to the nominations for open Board positions, Elders and Deacons plus the proposed changes to the
Constitution and Bylaws.
Orange Street house: The renovations to the house have been completed. This is great news for the SAMO initiative
– working with Samaritas (New American Program) to help resettle refugee families from around the world.
Second Mile house: Still working to complete the ad hoc committee that will be looking at options for grants and
other funding sources to see if it is a viable option to use this building for housing.
Live-streaming of worship service: We now have the ability to integrate the livestream we do on our website with
Facebook.
Heritage Day: The Board approved the motion from the GO Team and Congregational Care for Cascade Christian
Church be the host facility for Cascade Heritage Day, September 10, 2022. This agreement with the Township will
be finalized once our concerns for liability safety, security, and logistics are met.
Gifts Committee: The Board has asked the Gifts Committee to review the policy and procedure regarding
anonymous current gifts. Jeff Clapp reported that they should have the proposed changes ready for our June Board
meeting.
If anyone wants to attend a Board Meeting, please contact Pastor Jill for that month’s Zoom link. We welcome any and
all congregational members to attend.
Terri Wing, Church Board Secretary
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REMEMBERING THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED FROM
THIS LIFE TO THE NEXT, FROM MEMORIAL DAY 2021
TO MEMORIAL DAY 2022
On Sunday, May 29 a candle will be lit for each of these beloved people as their names are read.
Connie Bauman
Angela Clapp
Patricia Crame
Bob Crawford
Doris Dosenberry
Bev Ferwerda
Sue Fitzgerald
Glen Gerard
Marcia Heffner
Van Kassouni
Joyce Kingsland
Dorothy Koessel
Brian Mac lnness
Linda Miller
Maxine Molander
Paul Mozley
Ron Noorman
Chad Penner
Jack Scripsma
Rebecca Sharp
Pat Shearer
Cathleen Ross Stark
Betty Stephan
Donna Stuit
Mandy Tikkanen
Donna Warners
Paul Westdale
Virgil Westdale
George Van Zwalenberg
Barb Zolliger
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GENERAL NEWS (MORE ON PAGE 9)

MEMORIAL DAY SUNDAY

On Sunday, May 29, we will have one worship service at 10:30 in the sanctuary. Life Elders Bob VanStrien and Fay
Johnson will help lead the worship service. All veterans are invited to process into church that Sunday, by order of
military branch of service, as the church joins them in honoring and remembering those who gave their all for God and
country.
Veterans will meet in the Coffee House to assemble and line up for the procession. We ask that you be here by
10:15AM, and we will have coffee and refreshments for our veterans before and after the service.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers to help work the aid station at the Grand Rapids Triathlon.
The Triathlon will be held on Sunday, June 12, with aid workers needed for shifts from 9:00AM-2:00PM. Aid station
workers must register in advance – and there is a paper on how to register in the entry ways of the church or call the
church office.

CAMP UPDATES

At this time we have 70 people attending Elementary Camp, more than 70 attending
Middle and High School Camp, and 18 attending Day Camp, and many attending
Family Camp. It is not too late to sign up – call the church office for more information.
We need egg cartons for Elementary Camp – foam or paper – bring them to the
church office. Thanks!

NEW CAMP STORE

Camp Crystal has a new store! We are recreating all the old shirts (and
adding some new ones too!) So if you'd like to get some awesome new
Camp Crystal gear and support our camping program at the same time
-- check it out at https://www.bonfire.com/store/camp-crystal-store/.

THANK YOU TO CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
On Tuesday, May 24 a load of arts and crafts supplies, communion ware, flags, a cross, candlesticks, and kitchen gear
was brought to Crystal Conference Center from Central Christian Church. These donations will be used for years to
come, and the camp is grateful for these generous contributions. Thank you, Central Christian!

VOLUNTEERS ARE AWESOME
Thank you to all who have spent time this month working on preparing Crystal
Conference Center for the summer camp season. We’ve had work crews at camp on May
21 and 24, and our thanks to: Kim, Brian, Brandon, and Michael Armour, Aaron Bartman,
Cathy and Terry Blake, Adam Carlson, Austin Crandell, Barb Dykhuizen, Michael Dirksen,
Jill Forton, Ken and Joanne Parker, Vicki VenHuizen, Susan Mozley, and Neil Topliffe.
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CRIB ROOM

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the
9:30 worship service and the 11:00 worship service.
Staffed by our amazing Crib Room workers, this is a
wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3 or 4 years to
play and hear about Jesus. Parents can find the Crib
Room downstairs in the back hallway of the Education
Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary
room at 9:30AM. This week, we are continuing to learn
about the Lord's Prayer! In June, we will be starting on
the Armor of God.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
Parents' Night Out is a great opportunity for parents to
have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and
great childcare from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM once a month.
The next event is May 27th! Sign-ups are open now email Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) for
the link to sign up.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole
Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we
will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you
there!

LOCK-IN
We are having a lock-in at the church on June 9th. Please sign up by contacting
Adam Carlson or Michael Dirksen. We will start at 7:00pm and everyone can
be picked up the next morning at 11:00am.

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the
QR Code and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these
excellent trips!
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5.22.2021 SERMON: HOPE
Good Morning,
If we haven’t met, I’m Andy Elliott. I am a member here at Cascade Christian Church and also a seminarian at Phillips
Theological Seminary in Tulsa, OK. I have 1 paper left to write for this semester and then I will enjoy a much needed
break from reading and writing for the summer.
This morning I want you to walk through a journey with me with Romans 15: 5-13. We are going to walk through this
scripture together and there may be something’s that we can relate with 100% and then there may be others that will
challenge us. You see scripture is a great way for us to look at different guidelines or ways to approach life in general,
and this scripture is a great scripture that talks about hope. And I pray that you can find and keep the hope that comes
to us from this scripture as we continue to go out into this beautiful chaotic world in which we live in. Over the past few
weeks or months it seems as though all we hear about is the absolute madness that is happening in our world right now.
I cannot even fathom to think what those of Ukraine are feeling and going through. Then when I think about what is
happening in our own country and the continued number of mass shootings that seem to happen over what seems to be
simply idiotic thoughts of individuals, especially those of the one who performed the mass shooting in Buffalo last week
because of the color of someone’s skin. It saddens my heart by the amount of hatred that is present in our chaotic world.
Even though I am saddened by the different events that continue to take place, I continue to have hope. Hope in
knowing that even when Jesus walked this earth over 2000 years ago, it was still chaotic then as it is today, and I have
hope in knowing that our work as Disciples of Christ is not done. We as his Disciples must never lose hope.
Will you pray with me?
O Gracious God, I give you thanks for this day. We are truly blessed to be able to come together and worship you. God,
I pray that we can quiet our hearts, clear our minds, and be drawn closer to you. Lord let these words spoken from my
mouth be words spoken from your mouth and honor you. Amen
SCRIPTURE:
This mornings scripture I originally had was Romans 15: 5-13. But I want to take a step back in the scripture as well
because as I continued to pray and study this scripture and think about what this scripture has to offer, I feel it is
important to read the first 4 verses of this scripture as well.
We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Each of us must please
our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, The
insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with
Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one
another, therefore just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant
of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles
and sing praises to your name; and again he says, rejoice, O gentiles with his people; and again, Praise the Lord, all you
gentiles and let all the people praise him. And again Isaiah says, The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule
the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope. May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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5.22.2021 SERMON: HOPE
This scripture is great and offers so much insight for us as followers of Christ to take to heart and to put into practice.
Paul wrote this scripture to explain to us that we are here to continue to bless our fellow sisters and brothers in this
chaotic world. We are here to bring hope to those who need hope the most in their darkest hours. We aren’t here for self
preservation and to check the different boxes in order to get into heaven, no we are here to do good for others. It doesn’t
matter how big or small that is.
Now if we look at the first 2 verses of this chapter, we read that Paul is telling us about the care and concern for others.
We who are strong ought to put up failings for the weak and not to please ourselves. So if we consider ourselves
someone who is strong, and meaning strong in different terms in addition to actual physical strength, we should help
bring up those around us and helping them raise to a new level of strength in their lives. For when we do this we help
bring hope to that person. You see, this goes against what a lot of this chaotic world is shooting for and that is looking out
for the number 1 person in their lives, and sadly generally that is only themselves. Paul helps point us in the right direction
to the true happiness and fulfillment of life, and that is taking our eyes off of ourselves and start building others up
around us.
Paul goes on to tell us in verse 2 is a simple challenge to put our neighbors first. He then later writes in Philippians 2:3-4
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look
not to your own interests, but to the interest of others.
To me this means to us that we must have a genuine concern for the well being of others and to make an attempt to
make those who are weaker to become stronger by leading them out of their struggles, defeats, and chaos in their lives. I
refer to some things that we as humans do as human nature because sometimes we just do what is easiest or what
comes to our minds first. But all too often human nature seems to tear down individuals who are different than us instead
of building them up to become stronger.
We go onto read that Jesus did not put himself first. Paul writes this and we can read throughout many other scriptures
that Jesus put others first before himself. Jesus took so much abuse for us and suffered to glorify God’s word. Jesus
showed by examples that for the most part we are entirely too quick to vindicate ourselves, instead of letting God
vindicate us. Jesus showed us how the creator is well able to vindicate us. If we go back to verse 4 we see that it talks
about going back to the first testament and how it is written to teach us, so that through endurance of the scriptures and
the encouragement we are provided hope. Psalm 69 is a prayer of Deliverance from persecution. Now I bring this first
testament scripture up because in verse 7 it reads, It is for your sake that I have borne reproach, that shame has covered
my face.
This was written for us to learn that we might have hope, knowing we are doing what is right even when and if it is
difficult. You see when we respond rightly to the different judgements or reproaches the world casts against us for Jesus’
sake, it bothers them even more. It shakes up their world because they know that they can’t get to us when we are
following the word of our Lord Jesus. To me this gives me hope. It gives me hope that we may continue to conquer the
evil in this chaotic world.
Verses 5-6 from the American Standard Version, these verses read: Now may the God of patience and comfort grant
you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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5.22.2021 SERMON: HOPE
The first 4 words of verse 5 says this, “Now may the God”. I find this so powerful in these 4 words, meaning that the fact
that Paul puts these words into the form of a prayer demonstrates that he recognizes that this is a work that the Holy
Spirit must do inside us. We have to be willing and able to allow it to happen in our lives though. Patience, isn’t it nice
when those around us have patience with us because we need that extra time to catch up to them, or to realize that we
strayed apart or away from our center. I know that I am so appreciative of those around me an their patience they have
with me. I have said it over and over again, but my wife Amber is a saint because she has the patience to be working
full time, a mom full time, and keep all the kids and our families schedules on track.
When I read this translation of this scripture I appreciate the use of the word patience when talking about God. The God
of Patience, Our God is a God of patience. We are often in such a hurry and God often seems to work too slowly for us.
Our human nature is that we want to have it right now. We don’t want to wait, I mean we are living in a time that I
could order something off of amazon right now and have it on my door step tomorrow, or I could order it from a big box
store, drive to the store and have it delivered to my car. Its so crazy how fast we want things to come to us that we
forget to enjoy the process of getting something or getting somewhere. So when we think of our God as the God of
patience, we don’t seem to think about how Often the purposes of God seem to be delayed, even though they always
are fulfilled in one way or another. God’s delays are not Gods denials, and when we truly think about it or look back at
times where we thought God was taking too long, we can realize that God has a loving purpose in every delay.
Because of our chaotic world we live in and the fact that we can get things so instantaneously, it sometimes causes us to
forget that we should love and appreciate God’s patience. We love God’s patience with God’s people, but we need God
to be patient with us! Yet we often resent God’s patience with God’s plan and we think God should hurry up just like
amazon, or other big box stores. Nevertheless, God is patient both with God’s people and in God’s plan.
The last part of the scripture from today refers to being Filled with love for others and joy and peace by the Holy Spirit.
Instead of letting these issues about disputable things divide Christians, we should accept one another just as Christ
accepted us, what this means is that in the terms of pure grace, knowing yet bearing with our faults, we are accepting of
others just as they are. This gives hope to others who are different from us that they can receive the love and grace of
Jesus just as we have. You see Christ did not accept us because we were perfect, Christ did not accept us because he
could see no fault in us, and Christ did not accept us because he hoped to gain something at our hands. Absolutely not,
But, in loving us and tolerating our faults, and seeking our good, he welcomed us to his heart. We are part of the great
denomination called Disciples of Christ, so I challenge each of us as Disciples in the same way as Jesus and with the same
purpose as Jesus, to let us accept others as Jesus accepts us for who we are. You see Jesus doesn’t only care about who
you are here in this chaotic world or what accomplishments you have made. Jesus loves you for all of those, but he also
loves you for all of your faults as well.
The last part of the scripture May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace I believe, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. As God fills us with the blessings of God’s joy and peace in believing, we are
equipped to live in this common bond of unity God calls us to and the hope that God gives us.
Okay so some of you may be saying to yourselves that is great Andy, but what does this mean for us today in 2022.
Well I am so glad that you asked me that question. You see no where in this scripture does it talk about hatred for those
who are not like us, but it talks about building up our neighbors, and when we do this we give them hope in Jesus and
hope in our God. You see neither God or Jesus worry about what your worth is here in this chaotic world, and when we
focus on that we are allowing ourselves to get off centered from what is most important.
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When I was studying and praying about this scripture this week and my true hope for all of us is that when Jesus says
love your neighbor, lift your neighbor up, help your neighbor he was talking about everyone. And in 2022 terms that
means love your neighbor for who they are, build your neighbor up to become something great. To me, I don’t care if
you are democrat, republican, queer, straight, black, Muslim, Asian, a waitress or waiter, CEO, homeless, addict, or an
immigrant neighbor, because Jesus loved everyone not just the ones who are like you and me. Jesus loved and still loves
the least of these.
Jesus loves each of us for who we are, and even though our world is chaotic we must continue to hold onto the hope that
Jesus will continue to shine through us and continue to bring hope to those around us. You see Jesus gets us! Think about
that, Jesus gets us, Jesus came into this chaotic world over 2000 years ago to become one of us. Jesus continues to get us
even in 2022. Jesus feels our pains, our sorrows, our love, Jesus feels us. But In Jesus we have HOPE. We have hope in
knowing that Jesus and God are with us every step of the way and navigating this chaotic world in which we live in.
Benediction:
Please receive this benediction, Hope. Hope seems like such a simple word and something easy for us to think and talk
about. But it is when we are helping our neighbor and building them up we are giving them the hope. Jesus gave us
hope and continues to give us hope so that we may continue to do his work throughout this chaotic world. Amen &
Amen
Now as you go out into this chaotic world, don’t just keep the hope to yourself go and spread hope to your neighbors.

GENERAL NEWS
WOMEN'S NIGHT OUT
Join the ladies of the church for DOWNTON ABBEY: A NEW ERA – showing at Celebration Cinema South at
5:00PM. If you would like to drive over with a group meet at church at 4:15PM. Hope you can join us!

GUEST PREACHER
ANDY ELLIOT

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS JODI
PORTER AND DAN
GUTHRIE!
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