CASCADIAN WEEKLY
May 6, 2022

Week 112

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
We have a big weekend ahead!
Happy Mother’s Day weekend – and a thank you to all of the Moms out there who care for their families and show us
the love and grace of God.
We are also in the midst of our Stewardship Campaign, and this Sunday will be the day to turn in our pledge cards.
We call this Commitment Sunday, and how perfect that Mother’s Day and Commitment Sunday fall on the same day.
We thank God for mothers who are committed to their children, and we thank God for being our Father God who is
committed to us. I hope you can join us in church this Sunday as Liisa, our new worship leader, shares special music,
and Ethan Anderson, our church Treasurer urges us to make our financial commitments.
This is also Blanket Sunday. Church World Service, one of our ministry partners, provides cotton or wool blankets to
areas hit by natural disasters like the recent tornadoes outbreak, the flooded areas of our country, and the places that
have experienced wildfires. A blanket is a small thing, but when your world has been severely hit, a warm blanket is a
comfort, a refuge, a shade, a remembrance that others care about you, and a reminder that God will get you through.
Ten dollars buys a blanket, and what a great way to honor Mom by giving a blanket in her name. The offering
envelopes are on the entry tables of the chapel and sanctuary, and a postcard that you can give to Mom to say a
blanket has been given to celebrate Mother’s Day.
May is an exciting month of Sundays at the church. Next week, May 15, we will hear from our Board Chair, Jeff
VanStrien, about the Board and church leadership. On May 22 we will celebrate high school and college graduations,
and then on May 29 we will have our Memorial Day Sunday worship service at 10:30 in the sanctuary. Join us to
remember those who have gone to glory over this last year. We will light a candle in memory of those we love and
miss, and if there is someone you would like to remember who died over this last year, please contact Caitlin at the
church office with their name.
May is also the month we gear up for the camp season at Camp Crystal. We will be part of a work weekend over
May 23-25, and some of the staff is going to camp mid-week to do further camp work. Call me or Michael Dirksen at
the church office if you would like to join us or need more information.
Our Wednesday night studies, and Tuesday morning Bible study will continue through the month of May, and then
break for the summer. We will also be having our last Soup and Sandwich Lunch on Thursday, May 19, featuring our
own Ken and Joanne Parker talking about their trip to Germany to see the Oberammergau Passion Play.
I hope you will be able to join us at church for these events. As the staff and church committees prepare for summer
activities and worship services, we thank you for your faithfulness, for your generosity, and for the way you help make
this s a church of open doors, open hearts, and open minds for Christ, Communion and Community.
God bless you and keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (5/8)

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship Service - 9:30, 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (5/9)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (5/10)

Wednesday (5/11)

Thursday (5/12)

Friday (5/13)

Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
SAMO meeting - 7:00 PM (Conference Room)
Young Adult Group - 7:00 PM
Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Wednesday night classes - 6:30 PM
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
5/1/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $10,652

Grief Share meeting - The Gathering Place 12:00 PM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Be Bold - 4:15-5:45 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

Saturday (5/14)

SPRING CLEAN-UP
Please join us Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM for a mulching and yard work day to tidy up the church
campus! Bring work gloves, shovel, rake, tarps, leaf blowers, if you have them.

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE BLANKETS
In 2021, congregational gifts provided over 183,00 CWS blankets to families impacted by hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding,
and other crises including homelessness and poverty. Your gift supports two types of blankets: heavyweight (woolen
blankets that are water-resistant and flame-retardant. They are extremely durable, warm, and great for frigid
temperatures or other extreme weather conditions), and lightweight (Fleece blankets that are water repellant, durable,
warm, and soft). You can show God's love and provide hope to your neighbors by making a donation. Each $10 gift
provides a blanket and allows someone to feel God's love in their lives.
We will have a Mother's Day blanket offering on May 8th, and there is a postcard to give mom recognizing you've
given a blanket in her honor.

WEEK OF COMPASSION
Our Week of Compassion Lenten Offering will go to humanitarian relief efforts in the on-going war in Ukraine. 100% of
what we give will go to assist people displaced from their homes due to the war. Cascade Christian Church gave
$14,217.11 during this season of lent. Thank you for your sacrificial giving!!
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GENERAL NEWS
APRIL BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
The church board met via Zoom on 4/28/22. Here is a summary of what we discussed.
Finances: again, another good month. We are working on the Budget for the Church for next fiscal year. We will be
voting on the Church budget at the Congregational Meeting this June – in addition to the nominations for open
Board positions, Elders and Deacons plus the proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws.
Orange Street house: the house is almost ready for use – just waiting for carpet to arrive. Last fall the SAMO
committee reached out to Samaritas (New American Program), an agency that resettles refugee families from
around the world, to find out how CCC could help. Affordable housing is very difficult to find and we feel this
property would be ideal, especially as there is shopping within walking distance and access to a bus line. SAMO has
identified a team of 7 individuals committed to walk alongside a family, once we are assigned one, as they assimilate
to our community. The Board did approve this initiative. We will get you updates as this progresses.
Second Mile house: The Board approved setting up an ad-hoc team to explore affordable housing use for the
Second Mile House. This team will look at options for grants and other funding sources to see if it is a viable option
to use this building for housing.
Website: the new version is up and running. Please take a look at it! www.cascadechristian.com
If anyone wants to attend a Board Meeting, please contact Pastor Jill for that month’s Zoom link. We welcome any and
all congregational members to attend.
Terri Wing, Church Board Secretary

GIVING AT CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Thank you for your generous gifts that keep Cascade Christian a Church of open hearts, doors, and minds that serve
Christ, Communion and this community. Some of you have asked how to give to the church. Giving to the church
ministries can happen three ways:
1. There are offering trays for your offering in the entry way of the chapel and sanctuary. The trays are moved to the
offering table once the worship service has begun, and after the service you can bring your offering forward.
2. You can give online at wwwcascadechristian.com.
3. You can mail your offering to the church office.
If you would like offering envelopes call Caitlin at the church office and we will have them ready for you the next
Sunday. 616.949.1360 There are also new offering envelopes in the entry ways that you can use to designate your
offering for the church or for Week of Compassion
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CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHILD
DEVELOPMENT CENTER NEWS
A LETTER FROM JANE KLEIN
My name is Jane Klein and it is my honor and pleasure to be the Director of our Child Development Center. In my
position as Director, I oversee our staff and programs, handle administrative concerns, and interact with the preschool
children. I have a Master’s degree in early childhood education and many of our staff have Bachelor’s degrees in
education or Child Development Associate degrees. We add to our knowledge base with yearly training and CPR, First
Aid and AED certification. One of the things that I like most about our Child Development Center is that being a
private, church sponsored center, we are free to talk about God, pray, and learn about what it means to be a Christian.
It is so important for children to know at an early age that they are a part of the family of God, and they are loved.
Those of you who were fortunate enough to know our Pastor Emeritus, Raymond Gaylord, know that he was a
visionary leader. He and his wife, Jeannette, started Cascade Christian Nursery School in 1959 to provide socialization
and preschool education to young children in our church and community. Then, in 1978, he started Cascade Christian
Child Care to provide quality care and preschool education for young children while their parents were at work. He saw
these programs as a mission of the church lending support to families and helping children grow, learn, and develop in a
safe Christian environment.
Through the years the programs started by the Gaylords have continued to grow and change. We are now known as
Cascade Christian Child Development Center and our programs are in the Education Building. Our infant and toddler
rooms are on the lower level and our preschool is on the upper level. We are open each day, Monday through Friday
from 7:00 am until 6:00 pm as we continue to serve families in our church and community. Preschool is a regular part of
our day from 8:45-11:45 each morning and our daily activities revolve around our daily and weekly themes. Infants and
toddlers have daily and weekly themes also. Their primary caregivers keep track of their development and plan enriching
activities to promote their growth.
Our infant room is temporarily closed as we seek new staff members to provide quality care for them. We are accepting
applications and hope to be able to reopen the room in the future.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have about job opportunities or enrolling a child in our
programs at jklein@cascadechristian.com.
In His love,
Jane Klein, Director CCCDC
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
CRIB ROOM
On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the 9:30 worship service and the 11:00 worship service. Staffed by
our amazing Crib Room workers, this is a wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3 or 4 years to play and hear about
Jesus. Parents can find the Crib Room downstairs in the back hallway of the Education Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM. This week, we are continuing to learn about
the Armor of God!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night "Jubilee" Class is starting the journey with the
Disciples after the resurrection of Jesus. Join us from 6:00-8:00 pm.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We had a great Parents' Night Out last month. It's a great opportunity
for parents to have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and
great childcare from 6-8pm once a month. The next event is this Friday,
April 22nd! Sign-ups are open now - email Adam Carlson
(acarlson@cascadechristian.com) to sign up.

SONSHINE STORE CONTEST
The Sonshine Store Contest wrapped up on Easter Sunday with
great success. Thank you to Katrina Rootes, Ron Cole, and the
army of Middle Schoolers who volunteered to help run things.
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL

This year we are working our way through the whole Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we will
not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you there!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesday Night Youth Group is still meeting each week. We are doing our own
unique lesson, playing some fun games, doing crafts, and having a great snack each week.
Bring friends, we'd love to have you all here!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the QR Code
and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!

BE BOLD CLASS - FOR 5TH-8TH GRADERS
Be Bold is Thursdays, 4:15-5:45, we will be in the High School Room working to grow deeper in our faith and
understanding of who God is, who He calls us to be, and how we can achieve that together. We are learning with
Groove studies, serving through different projects at the church, and growing in fellowship and faith. The class is open for
everyone 5th- 8th grade, but designed for students who have gone through the membership class and want to keep
going. If transportation is an issue, please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) and we’ll see if we can
come up with a solution. Please also reach out if you have any other questions.
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5.1.2021 SERMON: READY TO TRY
Welcome to stewardship Sunday! So two men were marooned on an island. One man paced back and forth worried and
scared while the other man sat back and was sunning himself. The first man said to the second man, "aren’t you afraid we are
about to die?" "No," said the second man, "I make $400,000 a month and tithe faithfully to my church every week. My
Pastor will find me.”
Friends, we might get uncomfortable hearing a sermon on money and stewardship, and I think most pastors would agree it is
not an easy subject to preach about. The very last thing I want to do today is give you the impression that churches are
primarily concerned with money, but stewardship is a spiritual issue, and the Bible tells us money is an issue of the heart.
Today I want to encourage to you to give God’s promises a try.
Our scripture this morning is out of the book of Malachi. The name Malachi means “messenger”, and I pray that this message
from scripture might give you a renewed look at the goodness and grace of our God. But first a little background. You’ll recall
in the Old Testament how God’s people, Israel, had been conquered and carried off to Babylon to serve and be assimilated
into an unfamiliar place and culture. Many remained faithful, like Daniel, Shadrack, Meshach, Abednego, and then later
Mordecai and Esther. Eventually God’s people were allowed to return to go home to worship God.
Malachi was one of the Old Testament prophets who wrote to the Jews after they had returned from the exile in Babylon.
God’s people were rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem and the Temple, and God had something to say to them that applies to us
today. It is interesting that Malachi is, the last word of God, the last book in the Old Testament. After his writing there were
over 400 years of silence from God before John the Baptist comes on the scene preparing the way for Jesus. So this is God’s
last message to His people before Jesus.
The overall message of Malachi is powerful. His message was that the Great King, the Lord of the Universe, would come, not
only to judge His people, but to bless them and restore them. And rescue had come, the people were allowed to return home,
but they were not satisfied. The people of God were discouraged – they were home, no longer in exile or captivity, but they
had such a small province in the backwaters of the Persian empire, this wasn’t what they thought they’d return to. The
prophets had spoken of a glorious future, and this sure didn’t seem glorious. God had promised to come to them, but the long
awaited Messiah hadn’t been seen. So, the people started to doubt God. They started to doubt God’s love, and His promises.
They started to lose hope, and their worship of God became rote, with no heart in it, and the people didn’t take the law of God
seriously.
There might be some echoes of their plight in our lives. We might have thought our lives would be larger by now, we might
feel compressed, cut off, or just plain tired of how things are. We have hoped for better days, and they haven’t arrived yet, so
we start to doubt. We wonder if God cares and if all of the good we have tried to do has made any difference. Hope might
seem scarce, people are out of the habit of coming to worship, and it can feel like no one takes God seriously.
Into this, comes Malachi our messenger with a warning, and a hope, and a promise. The nation of Israel hears it is time to
shape up and do better. Their sacrifices, which should be their finest animals, aren’t. They bring what they can’t use, animals
that are blind, deformed, diseased to the temple. Their priests no longer speak the truth, they stumble, do what they choose,
and ignore much of God’s law.
So into this – God speaks, as if in a conversation with Israel: Malachi 3:6-12
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you
have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’
8
“In tithes and offerings.
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9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me.
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty,
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough
to store it.
11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the
Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.
This conversation is direct, honest, and without nuance. God makes it clear, God has not changed, but His people have. They
have not done as God has commanded, they have walked away and done their own thing. And it has not worked out for
them. So God tells them to come back to Him and he will come back to them. The people wonder how they have left God,
and God calls them on it- they have left God by not following God commands on giving, on sharing, on tithing, to the point
that God says they are robbing God, naturally they protest and wonder how could they rob God?
God had commanded that the people give back to God, to the Temple one tenth of what they had, the other 90% was theirs,
but 10%, a dime from each dollar, was to go to God’s Kingdom work. They haven’t done this – so God puts a test in front of
them. Bring the tithe, the 10%, the dime on a dollar, and give it to God’s Kingdom, and then watch as God floods them with so
many blessings that the nation would not be able to contain all of God’s goodness. God invited them to test God, and asks
them if they are ready to trust God and try this. God puts a bonus on this test, that pests will not invade the fields, the grapes
will not drop, that there will be a bountiful harvest, and they, Gods people, will be a blessing to other people, to other lands,
and their land will be a delight.
Have you tried this? Have you tested God in this? Those of us who have can attest that what God says is true. I have been
doing a lot of spring cleaning, and have been tossing boxes of checks from my past. I’ve looked at the checks I’ve written to the
church, and how the amount of my first pledge as a 21 year old has grown. Some of those years it wasn’t easy to honor my
pledge, my family, like yours, has had to deal with unexpected bills, health issues, ups and downs in income, but a pledge to
God is a pledge. But do we only obey and honor God when things are going well and easy? No, we give when it is hard to
give, because we know God will see us through. We don’t give as if to buy favor with God, we give because we trust God
and we trust in the future of God’s Kingdom. We give out of love to our Creator, the King of the Universe who gives us
everything. And look at how we have been blessed – the only response we can have to our amazing God is to give back.
A story is told that illustrates this great love God has for us: One day a father, we’ll call him James, wanted to do something
special with his five year old son, Andrew. He asked Andrew if there was anything special he wanted to do that day, and
Andrew said he wanted to go and have McDonalds French fries.
So they got into their truck and headed toward McDonald’s. Then, at the counter, James ordered his boy a super-size serving
of fries. Andrew could hardly believe it! James took the money out of his wallet to pay for the fries as Andrew was almost
hopping up and down, smelling those hot golden fries. When they sat down, grace consisted of “God bless this food amen,” but
it seemed like way too many words to Andrew who was ready to eat this huge blessing of French fries.
James was glad to see his little boy so happy over something so simple that he decided to join in the fun. He reached over to
get a couple of Andrew’s fries for himself. But to his surprise, his son quickly put his arms around his fries as though building a
fort and pulled them toward himself and said, “No, these are mine.” His dad sat back in shock for a moment. He could not
believe what had happened and began to reflect about his son’s attitude toward the fries.
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In his head he began to think: “My son failed to realize that I am the source of those French fries. At the counter, I was the one
who gave the cashier the money from my wallet. I did not give him the size fries he was expecting, but something twice as
big. Yet here he is talking about his French fries. Not only am I the source of the French fries, but he’s forgotten that I have the
power to take all the fries he is grasping. He doesn’t realize I could go back to the counter and bring him so many fries that he
could never eat them all. He also doesn’t understand that I don’t need his French fries. I could go back to the counter and get
all the fries as I want.”
As the Dad thought about it, one or two fries really would not have made much of a difference to him that day. What he
wanted was for his son Andrew, to share the wonderful little world he had made possible for his son. He wanted his son to be
willing to share the very blessing that he had provided!
And of course the same is true of God. He is a giving God. He takes us to McDonalds on a regular basis in our lives. He’s
given us all some French fries. Some have small bags, others medium, others large and some super-size. But God has given us
all some of his fries, but we forget they are his fries. Everything – all good things belong to God.
We remember God’s ownership in Psalm 24:1 "The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it."
and Psalm 50:10-11 where God reminds us"… every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. I know
every bird in the mountains, and the insects in the fields are mine." All the world, all we are, all we think we own, are God’s
but he is good enough to share with us: he blessings to use, to enjoy, and to take care of these gifts.
Like the Dad in the story, God wants to sit down at the table with us. He wants us to invite him into our little world by sharing
with him some of the things he has given us! We need to understand that God is the source of all that we receive. We have
to understand that God has the ability to take away everything we think is ours, and God has the ability to give us far more
than what we have. We have to recognize that God does not need our French fries, or our tithe, or anything we can offer –
but that we have this honor and a privilege to be able to share, to give back to God. God doesn’t need your money; God
wants your heart. One of the all-time best offering meditations I ever heard was from Steve Dirksen, when he simply said –
God, whatever else we say or do, this is what we think of you- and he put his offering envelope in the plate. Jesus said it like
this in Luke 12:34: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Giving, being good stewards of what God has given us – is a matter of the heart. God wants your heart, God wants your
love, and one of the ways you show that is by giving back or sharing what God has given you. In some ways your offering
envelope is your thank you note- letting God know you appreciate the love he shows you as he showers you with blessings.
Isn’t that what you want from the people you love, as well? It isn’t wrong to want them to appreciate all you do and give for
them.
The people of God at the time of Malachi and we, the people of God now, are given this caution or a warning, but also a
hope and a promise. The people then are not unlike us now, they were trying to rebuild after a devastating and divided time.
But they got tired, apathy set in, and worship became halfhearted. In these writings Malachi had assured the people that God
did in fact still love them, and loved them enough to tell them to shape up. I did like how Ethan Anderson, our Board
treasurer, told us all last week that we looked like we were working out, and thanks be to your generosity the church is in
good shape. But if we don’t keep working at being in shape, we could be headed for trouble, and that was true for the people
of God at the time of Malachi. Their priests were corrupt, the people had lost faith, judgement was coming, and it was time to
repent, to turn around, to come back to God.

10

5.1.2021 SERMON: READY TO TRY
While Malachi speaks of tithes and offerings, he is really talking about obedience to God. The people think they haven’t turned
away, so how could they return? The people think they never robbed God and ask God - what do you mean?
God assure them that He is the LORD, does not change. His love for the descendants of Jacob is the same. God tells them to
turn around, to come back, saying, “Now return to me, and I will return to you.” God assures them that He is expecting any
more or any less from them than He always has. Now is time for the people to stop moving away from what God has taught
them. The history of God’s people, from Adam and Eve until now, has been a story of rebellion and repentance. So God says test Him. Are you ready? Are we ready to test, and trust, and see what God will do? Are we ready to live faithfully and be
blessed?
Each of us needs to decide how ready we are to trust in God’s promises, to put God to the test, and trust Him as we give.
Stewardship is not the most popular subject to preach on, but it is necessary. I would much rather preach on God’s love and
forgiveness and our eternity in Heaven, but in order to grow in our walk with Christ, we must understand what God expects
from us as disciples. We give as God gives, we love as God loves, we forgive as God forgives, we have mercy as God has
been merciful to us. To keep growing in Christ, I suggest you look within, see how good God has been to you. Pray about
what to give. And here is a kind of crazy idea. Next week, as we have commitment Sunday and turn in our pledges, and
write God a thank you note. Sign it or keep it anonymous, bring it to church or keep it at home. If you want, tuck it in with
your pledge card, and we’ll post them on a bulletin board, sharing our thankfulness to our loving God.
I’ll close with two examples of giving, one is scriptural, the other in kind of corny – and I hope one of them will speak to you. A
small church in Virginia needed to have a new roof, but there was no money in their account. Most of the people were very
poor except for one rich man who came from old money. He was an ornery, and he would be the first in church so he could
always sit in back by the door so he could get up and leave during prayer, right before the offering was collected.
One day he came to church late. When he got there, the only place to sit was on the front pew in front of the pastor. As the
pastor prayed for God to send them money for the roof, a piece of the ceiling broke off and fell, hitting the wealthy man on
the head. He immediately yelled out, "I’ll give $1,000 for the roof!" And one of the men in back yelled out, "Hit him again,
Lord!" He finally understood the need to give, didn’t he? I hope we don’t have to be hit on the head to give back to God what
is already God’s.
Scripture tells us that the people who understood giving to God were the Levites – the Old Testament tribe of priests and
temple workers. They had no material possessions so what they had to offer God was themselves. We are all now Levites.
We are just two weeks out from Easter, and I remind you that when the veil or curtain was torn in the Temple upon Jesus’
death and we were all given access to God, we became the priests of God. In 1 Peter 2: 5 Peter writes that “you are His holy
priests…” and in verse 9 “… you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation…”
Our offerings to God should be ourselves. Not only to we please God with our tithes, but we also please Him by offering
ourselves to Him, to be used for His glory and for the building and growing of His kingdom. In Malachi 3:10, God says to the
people “try it, put me to the test”.
Are you ready to try? Commit to giving God your time and energy and talents and see what God will do with what you
offer. The blessings we receive when we are generous are abundant, and God will bless this church and use us to bring people
into His saving Grace. What a wonderful blessing The Great King, the Lord of the Universe, will come, not only to judge His
people, but to bless them and restore them, to expand His Kingdom. Ready to Try? I hope so! Amen and amen.
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