CASCADIAN WEEKLY
June 3, 2022

Week 116

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
As I write this it is the last day of May, meaning summer has begun. We welcome the return of warm weather and
the chance to enjoy all of the blessings of summertime in West Michigan. The shift to summer has begun in the church
as well. Our weekly Christian education classes are over until September, and I want to thank Terri Wing, Adam
Carlson, and Michael Dirksen for being outstanding leaders. Adam and Michael have a full schedule of activities and
learning opportunities for our children and youth throughout the months of June, July, and August that you’ll find in this
mailing. There are many different events for adults during the summer, and we welcome your ideas and leadership if
there is an event you’d like to host.
Please mark your calendars for these events the next two months:
June 9: Grief Share brunch at the Gathering Place at 10AM. Please call Jill or Caitlin at the church office to reserve
a spot by June 7.
June 12: The Grand Rapids Triathlon – those who can, please plan to park at the Fowling Warehouse or Cascade
Roadhouse, leaving the chapel/office parking lot for those who need it. Join us to cheer on the runners and welcome
them to our campus. Thank you to Austin Crandell and Steve Dirksen, our Go Team chairs, as they lead our aidstation.
June 19-24: Elementary Camp at Crystal Conference Center. Please pray for the group of 70 people at camp this
week.
June 26: One worship service at 10:30, annual congregational meeting at 11:30 in the sanctuary. Join us to vote on
our budget, board changes, and to celebrate a great year!
June 27-29: Mackinac Island Trip for Middle and High school youth
June 29: The Chosen Bible study – meet at Culvers at 5:30, and then to church at 6:30 to watch the next session
on the life of Jesus Christ.
July 4: Our annual hot dog sale as part of Cascade Township’s July 4 Celebration. We need volunteers for the
parade and hot dog fund raiser.
July 6-9: Please pray for Day Camp at Crystal Conference Center.
July 10-16: Middle and High school camp at Crystal Conference Center. Please pray for this camp of over 70
people.
July 12: Church Night at the Grand Rapids Whitecaps – Join us for a night of baseball and hometown fun. Details
to be announced.
July 17: Book signing and visit with Reverend Stephen Shaffer. Stephen grew up in our church, is beloved by many,
and will have his latest book for sale and signing in the Coffee house. Details to be announced.
July 25-29: Vacation Bible school!! See Adam to sign up and volunteer.
God has blessed us, and part of being blessed is to be a blessing to others. Please invite people to join us for these
gatherings or ask them to join you at church. My June and July sermon series will be on that Jesus is our anchor in
troubled waters.
See you in church, and keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (6/5)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (6/6)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (6/7)

Wednesday (6/8)

Thursday (6/9)

Friday (6/10)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Admin Committee - 4:30 PM (Coffee House)
Worship Committee - 5:30 PM
Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Youth Group - 3 Mile Project
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
5/29/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $7,440

Grief Share - Gathering Place - 10:00 AM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Board Meeting - 7:00 PM
Youth Group - Lock-in 7:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)
Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM
Youth group- lock-in pick up - 11:00 AM
Parent's Night Out - 6-8 PM

Saturday (6/11)

MEMORIAL DAY SUNDAY:
Many thanks to all who made Sunday, May 29 a lovely Sunday of worship and remembrance. Special thanks to Fay
Johnson for his talk on people who’ve made a difference in his life, and to Bob VanStrien for his invocation. Fay and Bob
were our elders as well. Thank you to Marsha Steensma for lining up the veterans, Shirley Folkertsma for preparing the
reception for the veterans, and to Marsha and Audrey Dirksen for lighting our memorial candles as we remembered 30
loved ones who have passed to the nearer presence of God since Memorial Day 2021. Our deepest thank you goes to
our veterans and to all who gave their all for God and country in military service.
We will recognize our veterans in November on Veterans day Sunday, and if you or one of your loved ones is in active
service or is a veteran, please make sure they are on our list by calling the church office.

4TH OF JULY VOLUNTEERS
Hard to believe the 4th of July is just around the
corner. If you are able to help us with the Hot Dog
sale or the Parade, we need AS MUCH HELP AS
POSSIBLE.
Please
sign
up
here:
tinyurl.com/ccc4thofjuly if you are able to volunteer
or donate.
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GENERAL NEWS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers to help work the aid station at the Grand Rapids Triathlon.
The Triathlon will be held on Sunday, June 12, with aid workers needed for shifts from 9:00AM-2:00PM. Aid station
workers must register in advance – to register go to tris4health.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=60250
Fill in the "volunteer Group" name section with Cascade Christian Church, we will be at the corner of Orange and
Hurley St. (Found in the Run Course section). There is a paper on how to register in the entry ways of the church or call
the church office if you need assistance with the online registration.

FACEBOOK LIVESTREAM
You may have noticed over the past few weeks that we have added our livestream to our facebook feed. This is just
another way you can join our weekly service. If you have family elsewhere, friends, or people you'd like to invite, feel
free to tag them in our facebook livestreams as well!

CAMP UPDATES
At this time we have 70 people attending Elementary Camp, more than 70 attending
Middle and High School Camp, and 18 attending Day Camp, and many attending
Family Camp. It is not too late to sign up – call the church office for more information.
We need egg cartons for Elementary Camp – foam or paper – bring them to the
church office. Thanks!

NEW CAMP STORE

Camp Crystal has a new store! We are recreating all the old shirts (and
adding some new ones too!) So if you'd like to get some awesome new
Camp Crystal gear and support our camping program at the same time
-- check it out at https://www.bonfire.com/store/camp-crystal-store/.

THANK YOU TO CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
On Tuesday, May 24 a load of arts and crafts supplies, communion ware, flags, a cross, candlesticks, and kitchen gear
was brought to Crystal Conference Center from Central Christian Church. These donations will be used for years to
come, and the camp is grateful for these generous contributions. Thank you, Central Christian!

VOLUNTEERS ARE AWESOME
Thank you to all who have spent time this month working on preparing Crystal
Conference Center for the summer camp season. We’ve had work crews at camp on May
21 and 24, and our thanks to: Kim, Brian, Brandon, and Michael Armour, Aaron Bartman,
Cathy and Terry Blake, Adam Carlson, Austin Crandell, Barb Dykhuizen, Michael Dirksen,
Jill Forton, Ken and Joanne Parker, Vicki VenHuizen, Susan Mozley, and Neil Topliffe.
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CRIB ROOM

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the
9:30 worship service and the 11:00 worship service.
Staffed by our amazing Crib Room workers, this is a
wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3 or 4 years to
play and hear about Jesus. Parents can find the Crib
Room downstairs in the back hallway of the Education
Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary
room at 9:30AM. This week, we are continuing to learn
about the Lord's Prayer! In June, we will be starting on
the Armor of God.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
Parents' Night Out is a great opportunity for parents to
have a few hours to themselves. We provide dinner and
great childcare from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM once a month.
The next event is May 27th! Sign-ups are open now email Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com) for
the link to sign up.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole
Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we
will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you
there!

LOCK-IN
We are having a lock-in at the church on June 9th. Please sign up by contacting
Adam Carlson or Michael Dirksen. We will start at 7:00pm and everyone can
be picked up the next morning at 11:00am.

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the
QR Code and register by March 31st so that we can begin planning these
excellent trips!
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FAY JOHNSON - MEMORIAL DAY ADDRESS, MAY 29, 2022
Memorial Day gives us a chance to look back and give thanks to those who have served this community and our country. I’d
like to recognize some of the people who’ve made a difference in my life and in the life of the church.
I’ll begin with Lester Doerr- he was our pastor at Cascade in the 1920, 30’s and 40’s. I’d first met him in 1938. Lester Doerr
was a vet of World War One and served in the Navy. He served in the Pacific in the Philippines – the Red Arrow division,
and he brought back the gold cross and candlesticks that are in the chapel. Lester Doerr was a member of the Furniture City
post of Grand Rapids, and held the Memorial Day Service here yearly. I remember the old veterans of World War One sitting
on the left hand side of the chapel. They were grateful for what Pastor Doerr did, and they gave the rose window of the
chapel in Lester’s memory. It was always said that Pastor Doerr received $20 a week for his services as our Pastor, and that
$20 bill always found its way back to the offering plate.
By the time of World War Two, most of the young boys in our youth group were either drafted or enlisted into the service. It
was a really a good time - there was so much enthusiasm to get into the war and get it over with. You can’t comprehend how
everyone was so dog-gone nice about it. I remember stopping in the Dakotas on a troop train, and ladies met us there with
cookies, even as sugar was rationed. It was as if the people couldn’t do enough for you. As things went on, it was kind of
funny. We were so busy fighting the war, then the atom bomb and it was all over so quickly. We couldn’t believe it was over
and we were going home.
There are four service men I want to talk about:
Red Kimble – Red Kimble was Marine evolved in the invasion of Guam and Iwo Jima. At night, the Japanese would come out
from their caves and throw hand grenades at the Marines. Red was busy throwing the grenades back at them – and then a
grenade blew off his hand. While Red was in the hospital, one of the doctors asked if he lost his hand at Iwo Jima. Red said no,
he hadn’t lost it, he gave his hand for his country.
The next service man I want to mention is Sy Dykhouse. Sy was a B17 bomber pilot during the early part of World War Two.
Back then the causality rate was so high – about 50 % of the pilots survived. If you served and survived twenty-four missions,
it was a rare thing, and if you served twenty-four missions you could go home. Sy’s crew flew their twenty-four missions and
then went home, but Sy stayed. He said he had signed up the war and was going to stay for duration. He went on to fly P39
reconnaissance flights, came home, and raised a family.
The next man I’m thinking of is Curt Osmer. Curt was a young man in our Sunday School group and was drafted to serve in
Korea. A friend of mine was telling me that as he was coming down off one of those awful defensive knobs in Korea, Curt
went up. Curt was killed that night – after took my friend’s place.
Another member of our church, Donny Taylor, had gotten a low draft number which meant he probably would be drafted.
His Dad wanted him to go to Canada to avoid the draft and Donny said no – he would serve his country. So he went to
Vietnam and was killed. There is a lodge at Camp Gaylon built in memory of Don Taylor.
Lester Doerr returned from World War Two in 1949 to be our pastor, and you could kind of sense a difference in the church.
There was more going on – we’d traveled the world and brought part of it home with us. The church changed as people
started to move to the suburbs – Wendell Street was the hot suburb and many church members there. The young families
formed a group called the Tri Cees – and they were very active in the church. Before the war there were 15-20 people in the
church, after the war the church grew. We were all of sudden a growing church! Lester Doerr was superintendent of schools
in Grand Rapids, and he recognized that we needed a fulltime pastor. He was a strong proponent of it – so we hired Herbert
Barnard. Pastor Barnard wasn’t much of a preacher, and it felt like he was just coming through for a short time, but he had
one good skill: he was an organizer. Herb Barnard got our church and committees organized – we became a church, not just a
group of people. He wasn’t here very long and moved on to Indiana.
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FAY JOHNSON - MEMORIAL DAY ADDRESS, MAY 29, 2022
After Herb left, we had a search committee for the next pastor which was headed by Karl Keck. We sent out a job description
and had 2 or 3 pastors interested. The one who sounded most logical was from the Cleveland area. So we went to Cleveland
to interview him. I personally wasn’t much impressed – he was some little guy- but Karl Keck saw something in him and
invited the committee to bring this man to Grand Rapids to preach. So we hired him, we didn’t know what we were getting
into with Ray Gaylord. We moved Ray and Jeannette into the old parsonage at Hurley and Orange street.
Ray started out with a bang – one of his missions was to get a one hundred new members a year. The chapel wouldn’t be
able to hold them, so we needed a new education building. So we had to build that. We discussed and fought over the plans
for the education building and committed the $70,000 we thought was need that to build the building. And Ray kept getting
people, the church grew and soon we had people all over the place. We had classes in the church basement, in the pews, and
held two worship services on Sunday. The place was overflowing – people were sticking out of our ears. We were trapped
and had to build a bigger church! So we argued over that, but anyway we decided to build. After arguing, we’d build what
we’d planned, and Ray proceeded to fill it. He was a different kind of minister, he always had a scheme or a plan – Gaylord
House, Second Mile house, Operation Santa Claus, things we still hang to – and the church was on its way.
Ray and Lester organized the church and are responsible for what we have today. We’ve had other pastors and interims, and
then came Tim Murtaugh. The church was divided when Tim came here, and many people left. But through Tim’s kindness
and stewardship, he put the church back together. Then came Jill Forton – she managed to keep church going, and I am very
impressed with all of the young people who are doing things at the church. Things look good for the future and that’s about it.
Thanks for listening to me.

5.29.2021 SERMON: PAUSE. HONOR. REMEMBER.
May the peace of God be in your hearts as we gather here to pause, honor, and remember. Memorial Day is the beginning of
summer vacation, a time for planting the garden or going to a Memorial Day parade. In many churches Memorial Day is
ignored because it is a national observance, not one of the holy days on the church calendar. Memorial day is a time to
remember, and we see throughout scripture God calls us to pause, to honor, and to remember.
Needless to say, this has been a very difficult two years. But our nation and world have seen challenging times before, this is
not the first time this church has said goodbye to many we love, survived a pandemic, faced economic challenges, and seen
our nation divided. Today I invite you to pause. Stop a moment because God is still here. God never left us. God has provided
for us every step of the way. Certainly pain and loss are hard to bear, and we grieve not only for those who died this last
year, but for many others, long time grief. So pause, and remember that God knows grief, God’s own Son died. Jesus knew
grief. Jesus wept at the tomb of his friend Lazarus, even as He knew he would bring Lazarus out of the grave, Jesus still wept.
I am so thankful to worship a Savior who weeps, who knows what we are going through because He went through it too.
Pause a moment – whatever you’re going through, Jesus gets you. He knows what you’re dealing with. Pause and breathe –
He is with you.
Psalm 34:18 tells us “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” Pause and think about that. Grief
can be so lonely, so isolating. God is near, He holds you in your brokenness. He is here to lift your broken spirit – telling you He
is the Lord of all Creation, the Lord of life, that He has a plan for you, and His plans are always good, even when we cannot
see where God is taking us. And we can rise and live and go on because we know where we are headed – John 14:1-4 are
Jesus’ comforting words to his12 disciples, when they were confused and wondering what is going to happen – Jesus told what
is to come - “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if
that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place
where I am going.”
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5.29.2021 SERMON: PAUSE. HONOR. REMEMBER.
Take courage and hold on to this passage – Jesus has a place for you. Jesus our Carpenter Savior is preparing a place for you,
for you. Jesus will come back; we celebrate that very Sunday as we have communion. Pause. Stop and take this in as a
personal promise Jesus is making to you. Death has no victory over Jesus, He has made the way for life abundant forever, for
you. Pause. Friends – God is in control.
So today we pause, and we honor. The word honor has several meanings –it means regarding or treating someone with
admiration and respect. But honor is also a personal quality, as in living honorably - to live up to or fulfill what you said you’d
do, to be committed and keep your word. Honor is your ethical conduct, your integrity. You honor God by keeping the
Sabbath Day, by worshipping the one and only God. Today we honor our veterans, our active military, and we honor all who
have passed from this life to the nearer presence of God. Paul shows us how to honor those we love who have died – and we
read in Philippines 4:8-9
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”
We honor the life and memory of those we love as we carry forward their love, goodness, beauty, power, and strength. This is
the legacy they have left for you to finish. Whatever lessons you learned from them – honor your beloved by living those
lessons out, whatever great memories they gave you – share them, and whatever you loved about them – share that love
with others. And then you will know what God wants for you - the peace of God. Honor those who gave their all by living
your life with hope, making even more memories, sharing even more joy. Let their strength be your strength, and keep telling
their stories. One of the best lessons I learned in seminary on honoring God is to live your life until you die.
Friends, pause. And then honor – Honor your God, honor your loved ones who passed on to the presence of God, honor those
who sacrificed for you, and be a person of honor – live honorably in gratitude for all that has been done for you.
And then remember – this is the weekend to remember – to memorialize, to not forget. Remember your God, remember those
who went before you – don’t forget all that has been done for you. The people you remember and grieve for are in the hands
of God and God has made a way for them. Revelation 14:13 says of those who have gone on to God “that they may rest from
their labors, for their deeds follow them!” Those you love are at rest and are experiencing the Great Adventure of heaven with
Jesus, their honorable deeds have followed them, and their good deeds are seen in you and the impact they made on your life.
God is blessing them – and in God’s good time we will join them in that blessedness.
Psalm 116:15 says, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” And we have experienced that today as we
have read the names of 30 blessed ones, people we love, people who are now in God’s great care. They are precious to God.
God was with them at their end of this life and is with them in their new life. We miss them because we love them. If there
were no love, there would be no grief. As we hurt God is with us in the struggle, and the struggle will not last. Revelation 21:4
reminds us that a day will come when God Himself will get up from His throne and will come to us and “He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.” Remember this – remember. The day will come when death will be no more – no tears, no
separation, no pain. The day will come when we see the people we miss. The day will come when we all get to go home to
our Father, and be greeted by our brother Jesus. Remember, you will feel the hand of God touch your cheek, wiping away
your tears and pain, God will be with you – and you will be with God. and all the struggles will be over, and our true,
abundant, full life will begin with Him.
So today, Memorial Sunday 2022, pause, stop and breath, and appreciate this life you have been given. Honor, honor those
you love by living out what they taught you, live honorably, honestly, and with integrity, and walk humbly as you honor our
God. And remember, remember the goodness of God, remember the sacrifices made for you, and remember to give thanks.
Today we pause. We honor. We remember. Amen and amen.
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