CASCADIAN WEEKLY
June 10, 2022

Week 117

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
This past Sunday, June 5th, we marked the observance of Pentecost, the day God sent the Holy Spirit to the followers
of Jesus as they waited in Jerusalem. Pentecost is the annual festival of the Christian year that happens on the seventh
Sunday after Easter. Jesus told His disciples to wait for the Spirit, and that the Spirit would comfort them, guide them,
and help them. As the disciples waited in Jerusalem the Spirit came to them in wind and in fire, appearing as flames
over the heads of Jesus’ followers. At that time, Jerusalem was filled with people from every nation. The Spirit gave the
disciples the ability to speak to people in their own languages, and the Good News of Jesus was shared with such joy
that people thought the disciples had had too much to drink.
The Apostle Peter preached a powerful message that day, letting the crowds know that the disciples were not drunk,
but that God’s promises from the book of Joel – the promise to pour out His Spirit, had happened. In Acts 2:17-21 Peter
recites the prophecy from Joel 3:28-32:
“‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20 The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21 And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
As people heard this, their hearts were changed, their eyes were opened, and on that day about 3000 people were
baptized. God is still pouring out His Spirit, on the young and old, on women and men, and God calls each of us to
hope – to dream dreams and envision what God has for us. All of God’s plans are good – and as we face these days
let’s remember that God is not finished with us, or with this world. As hard as things are with multiple mass shootings,
inflation, high gas prices, with distrust and discord, God is still God.
We call Pentecost the birthday of the church, and we ask the Holy Spirit of God to be within us – giving us the gifts of
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control. Pentecost is the day we celebrate
that the church became the church. More than ever, we need to be God’s church.
May you be Spirit filled as you keep the faith Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (6/12)

Monday (6/13)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)
Soul Warmers - 2-4 PM
Young Adult - New Holland Brewing Co. 6-8 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (6/14)

Youth Group Beach Day - 12-7 PM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (6/15)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (6/16)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (6/17)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
6/5/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $12,334

Saturday (6/18)

Thornapple River Drive and Hurley Street will be closed this Sunday
(6/12) for the triathlon, our parking lots on those streets will be
blocked. Nearby parking can be found at the Roadhouse or the Fowling
Warehouse

UPCOMING EVENTS
Soul Warmers - June 13, 2:00-4:00 PM
A knitting and crocheting group that makes blankets for YWCA Domestic Crisis Center and church
members experiencing health issues.
Youth beach day - June 14, noon-7:00 PM
Days for Girls workshop - June 18 from 1:00-4:00 PM.
Days For Girls is a ministry that works to increase access to menstrual care and education around the world.
The workshop is for making menstrual kits. There are sewing and non-sewing tasks available.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mike and Cheryl Noordyke have an electric stair lift that is in fine working order. If you happened to know
anyone who could use this, the Noordykes will be happy to give it to you. It needs to removed from the stairs,
and Mike would talk to you about arranging the removal and installation. Please call the church office if you
would like more information.
If you would like a copy of Gladys Fletcher’s latest book we have a few copies in the church office at $15 apiece.
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GENERAL NEWS
4TH OF JULY VOLUNTEERS
Hard to believe the 4th of July is just around the corner. If you are able to help us with the Hot Dog sale or the Parade,
we need AS MUCH HELP AS POSSIBLE. Please sign up here: tinyurl.com/ccc4thofjuly if you are able to volunteer or
donate.

WEST MICHIGAN WHITECAPS GAME
Everyone is invited to Church Night July 12, as the West Michigan Whitecaps take on the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers at
6:35PM. We will meet at the ballpark at 5:45PM. Whether you would like to carpool to the ballfield , or drive separately, we
will meet up in front of the main entrance staircase so we can purchase tickets as a group. We are unable to provide
transportation as the church vehicles will be at camp. Please call the church office if you plan to go so we know who to look for.
Tickets are $10-$18, and this is church bulletin night, so we’ll pass out bulletins for the discount. Play ball!

FACEBOOK LIVESTREAM
You may have noticed over the past few weeks that we have added our livestream to our facebook feed. This is just
another way you can join our weekly service. If you have family elsewhere, friends, or people you'd like to invite, feel
free to tag them in our facebook livestreams as well!

CAMP UPDATES
At this time we have 70 people attending Elementary Camp, more than 70 attending Middle and High School Camp,
18 attending Day Camp, and many attending Family Camp. It is not too late to sign up – call the church office for more
information.
We need egg cartons for Elementary Camp – foam or paper – bring them to the church office. Thanks!

NEW CAMP STORE
Camp Crystal has a new store! We are recreating all the old shirts (and
adding some new ones too!) So if you'd like to get some awesome new
Camp Crystal gear and support our camping program at the same time
-- check it out at https://www.bonfire.com/store/camp-crystal-store/.

VOLUNTEERS ARE AWESOME
Thank you to all who have spent time this month working on preparing Crystal
Conference Center for the summer camp season. We’ve had work crews at camp on May
21 and 24, and our thanks to: Kim, Brian, Brandon, and Michael Armour, Aaron Bartman,
Cathy and Terry Blake, Adam Carlson, Austin Crandell, Barb Dykhuizen, Michael Dirksen,
Jill Forton, Ken and Joanne Parker, Vicki VenHuizen, Susan Mozley, and Neil Topliffe.
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CRIB ROOM

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the 9:30 worship
service and the 11:00 worship service. Staffed by our amazing Crib Room
workers, this is a wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3 or 4 years to
play and hear about Jesus. Parents can find the Crib Room downstairs in
the back hallway of the Education Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM.
This week, we are continuing to learn about the Lord's Prayer! In June,
we will be starting on the Armor of God.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
VOLUNTEERS
We need someone to lead the Elementary Sunday
School at 9:30 on June 19 and July 10 while Adam and
Michael are at camp. Please contact Adam Carlson if
you can help on either of these mornings.
We also need volunteers on other Sunday mornings;
even if you can’t help on those days, there is a place for
you to help at Sunday School throughout the summer.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole
Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we
will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you
there!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the
QR Code and register so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!
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6.5.2021 SERMON: ANCHORED BY HOPE
Welcome to church and welcome to summertime! We’re starting a summer series called Anchor – Finding Assurances in the
Promises of God. As disciples of Christ we are to remain steadfast and committed to Jesus through the trials and storms that
life brings. But you don’t need me to remind you how difficult things are right now – the highest gas prices we have ever seen,
the ongoing war in Ukraine, the multiple mass shootings, the sting of inflation, and the general pessimism we see all around us,
even in Christian people. It is hard right now. But when tough times come, God’s people look up to God, and we see God is
faithful, God is with us, and we can hold on to hope as we find assurance in the promises of God. In these troubled times, Jesus
is our anchor, and the anchor holds. You can count on Him.
So, two weeks back Andy Elliott preached a message on hope in a chaotic world. This series on Christ as our anchor echoes
Andy’s message – we need hope and the only hope we can count on is found in Jesus. We have so many things we hope for.
As graduates, college students, as young adults getting married or house hunting, we have our hopes and dreams of what can
be. As we try to advance in our careers or plan for retirement, we hope we have given our best. We hope for better days, not
just for ourselves, but for all people as we see that we are not alone in the challenges of life on earth in 2022.
Those of you who are parents have hopes for your children or grandchildren, and a story is told of a doctor who was taking
her daughter to school. She had left her stethoscope on the car seat, and her little girl picked it up and began to play with it.
Excellent, thought the Doctor, My daughter wants to follow in my footsteps! My little girl is going to grow up to be like her
Mommy! Then the child spoke into the instrument: "Hello and welcome to McDonald’s, may I take your order?" Yeah, all
parents have high hopes for their children. And thanks to Jesus, God has hope for us!
Hebrews 6:19 will be a focus scripture for the next few weeks – and this describes our hope in Jesus: “We have this hope as an
anchor for the soul, firm and secure…”Hope anchors us, hope links us to Jesus, and Jesus holds us fast in whatever is
happening, and whatever is to come. We need that hope, we need Jesus to anchor us, we need this reassurance for the wellbeing of our souls.
For thousands of years the anchor has been a Christian symbol for hope, safety, and security. It has been found on the walls of
the Roman catacombs. We have an anchor window in our chapel, given in memory of Harold A. Wiswell. And for thousands
of years our hope has seen and endured through so much, and we have not despaired, because we join those who came
before us, have faith in God. Our hope is not in the human spirit, or in human goodness, or in human endurance or
achievements; Christian hope is hope in the power of God. And that hope is like an anchor, that keeps us grounded and safe in
the storms of living.
It is not surprising that the early church chose the anchor as a symbol for hope. Anchors are an amazing invention, used by
fishermen and sailors for thousands of years. The basic concept of an anchor is that it’s a device used to secure a vessel to the
bed or bottom of a body of water to prevent the craft from drifting due to wind or current. An anchor is simple in its design,
but very powerful in its function. The anchor, secured by a rope or chain to the boat, holds things in place, keeps the boat from
drifting, and can help a boat or ship survive a storm.
Hope in Christ is like an anchor when the darkness tries to win, when despair roars in our ears, when storm clouds fill our
vision. Hope is a gift from God that helps us yearn for a new day, and hope helps us believe and live towards a better
tomorrow. By anchoring us - hope helps us look to resurrection life, that Jesus rose and lives and makes a way for us.
Fifty days ago we celebrated Easter - the rebirth of life eternal that kindles the light of hope. Today we celebrate that hope
came in a rush of wind and in roaring flames as the Spirit came to God’s people, the Holy Spirit which shines upon our souls.
As God did on Easter and Pentecost, God still banishes the darkness with light, answers despair with hope, and confounds hate
with love. As believers this is where we stand, we are encouraged to remain steadfast and committed in our faith through
every trial and storm that life may bring.
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6.5.2021 SERMON: ANCHORED BY HOPE
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure…” So what is the specific “hope” the author of Hebrews is
referring to? Let’s read Hebrews 6:13-17 - When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him
to swear by, he swore by himself, saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.” And so after waiting
patiently, Abraham received what was promised. People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms
what is said and puts an end to all argument. Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear
to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.
God made a promise to Abraham, the father of the Hebrew nation, and since God couldn’t swear on anything greater than
himself, God simply said, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.” God made a promise to Abraham, and He
stayed true to His promise because our God is a promise keeper. He has kept every promise and fulfilled every prophecy.
Obviously, there is still more to come, but God has come through every single time.
God want you to be certain of his promises. You are a child of Abraham, part of God’s family tree – God wants to bless you
so that you will be a blessing. And God is so serious about this that He not only promises this to Abraham and his children, but
God also makes an oath. We make promises in wedding ceremonies and in infant dedications, we take an oath when we
testify in court, promises and oaths are very serious, and are not to be broken. God makes it clear that you can count on God’s
promise of hope in Jesus. Hebrews 6:18 explains God’s intention: God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it
is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged.
God is a promise keeper, a way maker, God keeps His word, all that He has said He will do He does. He assures you with two
unchangeable things – a promise and an oath – telling you to take hold of hope in Jesus. And be encouraged, because being
anchored with Jesus means your burden is lightened, and your life can be more alive, and then the passage continues with
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. Hebrews 6:19. Friends, this little half a verse would be a good
one to memorize as you fill your gas tank and wonder how you can afford this. This is a good verse to hold on to when you
worry for your family. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. We do. We have this hope.
Jesus is our hope, our anchor. Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.” He’s not going to back out,
turn away, not do what He said He’d do, abandon you, leave you, or ignore you. Jesus remains the same. And this is
incredibly good news in a world that’s constantly changing and moving. Poet T.S. Eliot once called Jesus the “still point of the
turning world.” The world keeps turning, but the still point of all creation is seen in the death of Jesus on the Cross and the
power of Jesus as he overcame death and rose on Easter. All of history, all people, believers of not, live under the mercy of
Jesus. Jesus is that still point, from which all life, all living comes from. I hope you can be encouraged today, especially when
you are struggling. There is despair and darkness, so much negativity, so much sin and evil in the world – so take hold of Jesus.
He is the hope, the specific hope that we have. In Him we have a foundation, firm ground, in Him alone we find security. He is
the anchor for our souls.
Christ the anchor will hold. The Anchor will hold. Your hope in Jesus does for your soul the same thing that an anchor does for
a ship. An anchor preserves a ship when the waves beat and the wind blows, and as long as the anchor holds, so long the ship
is safe, the sailor fears no danger. Jesus is your Anchor, and He makes your soul fast and secure. In the tempests and trials of
life, our minds can be calm as our hope of heaven is firm. But if we give up hope, all can be lost. We see this in Matthew
14:25-31, the disciples are out fishing, when Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately
said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was
afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” Matthew 14:25-31
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6.5.2021 SERMON: ANCHORED BY HOPE
I am so glad we have Peter. We’re often like him, ready to go and trust Jesus, and then distracted by the dangers and chaos
around us. And we have reason to - Has someone you trusted ever let you down in the past? Has someone ever lied to you,
manipulated you, or misled you? Have you ever been fearful of people, places, or situations? I would guess we would all say
yes to each of these questions. We’ve been hurt, wounded, we’ve trusted, and that trust has been betrayed. We might have
been gaslighted, manipulated, mislead, and used. It hurts, and it makes us fearful, it makes it really hard to trust.
We can feel adrift, that we are sinking, or still worse, we can feel like we’ve sunk and hit the ocean floor. When those times
come, be lie Peter and call out with hope “Lord, save me!” So we hold on to what anchors us. Chuck Swindoll wrote: “We can
live several weeks without food, days without water, and only minutes without oxygen, but without hope – forget it.” Dr. Emil
Brunner said, "What oxygen is for the lungs, such is hope for the meaning of human life." Jesus is our source of hope, learn
from Peter and have no doubt.
Where are you right now? Happily sailing along in your boat? Or do you feel alone, adrift. Are you still riding the waves, or
have you sunk and hit bottom? Wherever you find yourself, Jesus is right there with you. I don’t say this lightly, I too have
drifted, and at times I sank incredibly low. But hope, looking forward, seeing Jesus, catching glimpses of God’s great plans has
always brought me back to the surface. Jesus holds us, Jesus has us, and Jesus keeps us secure. Have faith, and replace doubt
with hope.
I pray that this will be a summer where we all can rise from our depths, and sail with our Savior. Our Hope in Jesus. He is our
anchor, and the Anchor holds. He always will. Amen and amen.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS!
RON AND
KATHY HURD
PASTOR
ELMER AND
HAZEL COX

7

