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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
As I write this letter to you my office is piled high with boxes of crafts, snacks, and curriculum materials to teach
children about Jesus next week at Crystal Conference Center. I write to you about our church camp at Frankfort quite
often because it has played such a big role in the lives of so many people over the last 104 summers. When Pastors are
asked when they felt the call of God to go into ministry, many will credit their experience at a Christian summer camp
as one of the reasons they have gone into Christian ministry. We know God is on the move in all times and in all places,
but being at camp where everyone and everything is focused on Christ, we sense the Presence of God in very real
ways.
The success of any ministry depends on prayer. Will you join me in praying that the glory of God be very evident next
week at Camp Crystal? Our Cascade Christian Church group of campers and counselors to pray for includes:
Willow Crowell
Ariana Reavis
Delilah Rootes
Zoey VanDyken
Evalyn Noordyke
Madie Noordyke
Annabelle Noordyke
Luke Noordyke
Anya Huet
Evan Germanese
Parker Huet
Shamyra Murray
Cam Penner
Stella Penner
Sophie Reavis
Emma Dunn
Leanna Barnett
Grace Powers
Lucy Powers
Noah Germanese
Michael Armour
Will Becker
Joe Robertson
Matt Willemin
Adam Carpenter
Michael Dirksen
Adam Carlson
Katrina Rootes
Carly Robotham
Nick Pummill
We have campers and counselors from other churches, and even from Pennsylvania and Florida, making our total
camp of sixty-nine participants. Each one of us would appreciate your prayers.
If you would like to send a note to any of these campers, letters can be sent to Crystal Conference Center. 2365 South
Shore East, Frankfort, MI 49635.
Thank you and keep the faith! Jill

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AND THE ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Church – we need you at our annual congregational meeting on Sunday, June 26 after the 10:30 worship service. We will be
voting on our new board members, elders, and deacon/greeters, as well as the church budget for 2022-2023 and changes to
our constitution.
We need two-thirds of our elders and two-thirds of our board, as well as many congregation members as possible. The
meeting will be right after the worship service and will not be long. It will include a highlights reel of the last year. Childcare is
provided.
Pastor Armand Aronson will preach on the 26th with a message of hope.
Please plan to join us.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (6/19)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Guest Preacher Matt Smith
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (6/20)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (6/21)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (6/22)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Scouts - 7:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (6/23)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (6/24)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM
Game Night - 7-9 PM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
6/12/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $6,894

Saturday (6/25)

JUNE BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
The church board met via Zoom on 6/9/22. Here is a summary of what we discussed.
Finances: The pledge drive is going well. Please turn in your pledge card if you have not already. Also, we received a
$15,000 donation to our Endowment Fund which provides for future church needs. We really appreciate this generous
donation.
Nominations: The Board approved the slate of nominees for open ministry positions, elders and deacons for next fiscal year.
We will be getting this information out on the proposed candidates plus the budget to the congregation soon.
Congregational Meeting: Please plan to attend this meeting at 11:30 on Sunday, June 26, if you are able. Members will be
voting on the nominations, the budget and the proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws.
Orange Street house: The renovations to the house have been completed. We are finalizing the details with Samaritas
(New American Program) to help resettle a refugee family from Congo in this house soon.
Gifts Committee: The Gifts Committee approved proposed changes to their policy. We will publish a summary of these
proposed changes in the Cascadian and will vote on them in our July Board meeting.
If anyone wants to attend a Board Meeting, please contact Pastor Jill for that month’s Zoom link. We welcome any and all
congregational members to attend. We plan to have some live Board meetings next fiscal year.
Terri Wing, Church Board Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you would like a copy of Gladys Fletcher’s latest book we have a few copies in the church office at $15 apiece.
Mike and Cheryl Noordyke have an electric stair lift that is in fine working order. If you happened to know anyone who
could use this, the Noordykes will be happy to give it to you. It needs to removed from the stairs, and Mike would talk to
you about arranging the removal and installation. Please call the church office if you would like more information.
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GENERAL NEWS
GAME NIGHT
The next game night is Friday, June 24 from 7-9pm in the Chapel basement. Please bring your own beverage and a
snack to share, if you wish. Feel free to bring a game or two as well. We're always up for something new! Expectations
are for a wonderful time of fellowship and fun!

CHURCH PLAYGROUND
Parents and friends, please note that the church playgrounds are for use by the Child Development Center only. The
play equipment is designed for small children. We’ve had people hopping the fence to play or skateboard and ask that
we all make sure this doesn’t happen. Thank you!

GRAND RAPIDS TRIATHLON
Many thanks to all of the volunteers who assisted at the aid station for the Grand Rapids Triathlon. For eleven years we
have run the aid station for the marathon, and this years’ effort was led by Steve Dirksen. Runners were served water,
Gatorade, snacks, and ice, and we received many thanks from the athletes as we cheered them on as they ran on by.
Thank you to this epic crew of volunteers:
Steve Dirksen, Adam and Allyse Homan, Shirley Ross, Andy, Amber, Grace and Lexi Elliott, Ethan, Stacy, Kris, and Lilly
Anderson, John and Deena James, Gail and John Duchon, Tanya and Devin Olson, Laura Wood, Sandy Swanson,
Mike, and Jill Forton, and all the others who didn’t make this list. The Triathlon is a great way to welcome the
community to the hospitality of the church.
WELCOME

NEW MEMBER
On Sunday, June 12,
Allyse Homan joined
Cascade Christian Church
during the Triathlon.
Allyse and Adam have
been very active in the
church activities and
leadership, and we
welcome Allyse to church
membership.

4TH OF JULY VOLUNTEERS

Hard to believe the 4th of July is just around the corner. If you are able to help us with the Hot Dog sale or the Parade,
we need AS MUCH HELP AS POSSIBLE. Please sign up here: tinyurl.com/ccc4thofjuly if you are able to volunteer or
donate.

WEST MICHIGAN WHITECAPS GAME
Everyone is invited to Church Night July 12, as the West Michigan Whitecaps take on the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers at
6:35PM. We will meet at the ballpark at 5:45PM. Whether you would like to carpool to the ballfield , or drive separately, we
will meet up in front of the main entrance staircase so we can purchase tickets as a group. We are unable to provide
transportation as the church vehicles will be at camp. Please call the church office if you plan to go so we know who to look for.
Tickets are $10-$18, and this is church bulletin night, so we’ll pass out bulletins for the discount. Play ball!

NEW CAMP STORE
Camp Crystal has a new store! We are recreating all the old shirts (and adding some new ones too!)
So if you'd like to get some awesome new Camp Crystal gear and support our camping program at
the same time -- check it out at https://www.bonfire.com/store/camp-crystal-store/.
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REFUGEE HOUSE ON ORANGE STREET:
Many thanks to Diane Phelps and the Social Action Mission Outreach (SAMO) committee for their work with
Samaritas in getting a refugee family from Congo to be our new neighbors in our newly renovated Orange Street
house. Many volunteers have worked to get this house ready, including Dick Byerly, Art Lillibridge, and others under the
direction of Mel Behm, and cleaning/gardening crew Jane Wood, Laura McDowell, Susan Mozley, Deb Wisneski, Renae
Hamstra, and Pam Dykhuizen.
The next step is furnishing the house. Below is a list of needed items, please contact Audrey Dirksen if you have large
items to donate 616.283.9745 or audreydirksen@sbcglobal.net. Donations will be collected until July 3.
Furniture:
table Kitchen chairs, 4 -6
Chests of drawers, 2 - 4
Sofa
Upholstered chair(s)
Coffee table
End tables
Night tables
Bedrooms:
twin beds Sheets with pillow
cases
twin beds blankets
Spread/comforter- twin beds
Hangers
Wastebaskets, 2
Bathroom:
Bath towels, 4
Hand towels, 4
Wash cloths, 4
Bath mat
Shower curtain and liner, 2
Shower curtain hooks
Wastebasket
Toilet tissue
Toilet brush
Bathroom cleanser
Sponges

Kitchen:
Dishes, 6-8 place settings
Glasses, 8
Mugs or cups, 8
Flatware for 8
Salt & pepper shakers
Serving bowls, 2
Food storage containers
Can opener, Handbook
Mixing bowls
Cookie sheet
Muffin tin
Cake pans & loaf pans
Mixer
Frying pans, 2
Cooking pots, set
Rice cooker
Coffee pot
Coffee filters
Mixing/serving spoons
Spatula
Large (carving) fork
Knives of various sizes
Dish towels & cloths
Pot scrubber Sponges
Paper towels
Paper napkins
Toaster or toaster oven
Broom and mop
Dust pan
Dish drainer
Trash can
Trash bags
Laundry detergent
Laundry basket
Dishwashing liquid
Kitchen cleaner
Pot holders

Electronics:
Microwave
Radio/clock radio TV
Telephone
Computer
Vacuum cleaner
Table Lamps
Personal Hygiene:
Tissues
Combs and brushes
Bars of soap
Shampoo
Shaving cream
Razors
Deodorant
Toothbrushes, 4-6
Toothpaste
Feminine hygiene products
Band-Aids
Thermometer
First Aid kit
Antiseptic cream
Shower cap
Other items:
Ironing board
Iron
Light bulbs
Alarm clock
Paper
pens/pencils

CRIB ROOM

CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

On Sunday mornings, our crib room is open during the 9:30 worship
service and the 11:00 worship service. Staffed by our amazing Crib Room
workers, this is a wonderful, safe place for children birth - 3 or 4 years to
play and hear about Jesus. Parents can find the Crib Room downstairs in
the back hallway of the Education Building.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children are invited to come right up to the elementary room at 9:30AM.
This week, we are continuing to learn about the Lord's Prayer! In June,
we will be starting on the Armor of God.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
VOLUNTEERS
We need someone to lead the Elementary Sunday
School at 9:30 on June 19 and July 10 while Adam and
Michael are at camp. Please contact Adam Carlson if
you can help on either of these mornings.
We also need volunteers on other Sunday mornings;
even if you can’t help on those days, there is a place for
you to help at Sunday School throughout the summer.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are working our way through the whole
Bible. Come right up to the youth room at 11:00AM (we
will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you
there!

IMMERSION TRIP & MACKINAC ISLAND
It's time to register for the immersion trip and Mackinac Island. Please follow the
QR Code and register so that we can begin planning these excellent trips!
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6.12.2021 SERMON: WHAT ARE YOU HOLDING ON TO?
So are you enjoying summer? I hope so – summer in Michigan is so beautiful. And as the Great Lakes State - we have many
opportunities to go to Lake Michigan, head to our local lakes and rivers, and enjoy being out on the water. We’re going a bit
nautical this summer with a sermon series called Anchor – Finding Assurances in the Promises of God. We know that as
disciples of Christ we are to remain steadfast and committed to Jesus through the trials and storms of life. It is easy to say this
– but it can be hard to do As I said last week, life is difficult with the highest gas prices we have ever seen, higher by far than
even last Sunday – and what will this week bring? The war in Ukraine has been going on for over one hundred days, there
have been even more mass shootings, even in Grand Rapids, and the sting of inflation is high. I went to buy snacks for church
camp, and was amazed at what I had to pay. There is a general pessimism out there, and it is even seen in Christian people. It
is hard right now. But when tough times come, God’s people look up to God, and we see God is faithful, God is with us, and
we can hold on to hope as we find assurance in the promises of God. In these troubled times, Jesus is our anchor, and the
anchor holds. You can count on Him.
Anchors have been a long time symbol of hope for Christians. Anchors are an amazing invention, used by sailors for
thousands of years. An anchor is used to secure a vessel to the bed or bottom of a body of water to secure the craft in winds
or currents. The anchor, secured by a rope or chain to the boat, holds things in place, keeps the boat from drifting, and can
help a boat or ship survive a storm. An anchor is simple in its design, but powerful in its function. As you can imagine, an
anchor needs to be strong enough to hold no matter how much tension and pressure is being put on it by the boat. Bible
commentator Alexander Maclaren says this about the strength of an anchor:
“A sure anchor is one which does not drag. It is not too light for the ship that rides by it. It has found its firm ground; its flukes
are all right, and it does not deceive. The ship’s crew may trust it. An anchor that’s steadfast will not break, but is strong in its
own substance, made of good tough iron, so that there is no fear of the shank snapping, whatever strain may be put upon it.
We may then say that this object of the Christian hope is free from all the weaknesses and imperfections which cleave and
cling to other objects.” Today we are going to look at what Maclaren calls the “weaknesses and imperfections which cleave and
cling to other objects.” Because the truth is that there is only one firm and secure anchor in which we can put our hope. And
that’s Jesus, and in Him there is no weakness. There is no imperfection in Jesus. He is worth holding on to.
Hebrews 6:19 will be a focus scripture for the next few weeks – and this describes our hope in Jesus: “We have this hope as an
anchor for the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast.” Hope anchors us, and makes us feel secure and safe. Hope links us to
Jesus, and Jesus holds us fast in whatever is happening, and whatever is to come. We need that hope, we need Jesus to
anchor us, we need this reassurance for the well-being of our souls. Christ is like an anchor – when we put our hope in Him,
we are grounded and secure. Hope helps us live forward, to lean in towards a better tomorrow as we look to resurrection life.
Hope reminds us that death didn’t win, evil didn’t have the last word – life wins as Jesus triumphed over death and sin. He
makes a way for us towards a great life to come. No amount of evil can change that.
So, with all of the noise and confusion of living in the 2020’s, there is only one firm and secure anchor in which we can put our
hope. And that is Jesus. But it seems like many people are trying really hard to hold on to other things, to hold it together, to
make it, and they’re losing their grip. Things are rough, it might feel like it is all falling apart. People are looking for help in all
kinds of directions. I am so glad you’re here today; because you can share what others need to hear. It is a simple message –
we all need Jesus, He alone is our anchor, He alone is our source of hope. Hold on, hold on to Jesus.
Life is filled with misplaced hope and false security. We face a constant barrage of promises for health, wealth, and well-being
from every source imaginable. From an early age we begin to learn that if we can get strong enough, smart enough, and save
enough money, then everything will be all right. And for a little while, that’s all fine and dandy, until it's not. And this affects all
of us, what you are going through is what everyone is going through. All of us have, at one time or another, put our hope in
things or in people that couldn’t deliver. This is a lesson we’ve all had to learn the hard way.
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6.12.2021 SERMON: WHAT ARE YOU HOLDING ON TO?
So how about you? What things in your life are calling for your allegiance and loyalty? Is it strength, smarts, or saving
accounts? Is it a job title, position, or a relationship? The good news today is that no matter what that thing is, I can promise
you Jesus is better, stronger, more steadfast, and secure. He is worth holding on to.
When life gets tough, it is easy to feel like God isn’t there. Tough times test our faith, and we either stretch us and help us
grow in faith, or we gradually turn to other things to fill us. One of the many graces of our Triune God is that He’s always
ready for us to return to Him. He doesn’t make us come back, but He always leaves the door open for us, there is always a
place set for us at His table, He gives us the freewill to come back, or to go our own way.
God is so patient with us. Think of how impatient we have become as a nation: – a cup of coffee takes too long to brew, a
stoplight just takes too long, lines are too long and oh do we get impatient with the person who messes up the self-checkout at
Meijer’s, everything takes too much of our precious time. I am so thankful that God doesn’t view us with impatience when we
misplace our hope and hang on to false securities. God is patient with us – no matter how long it takes for us to trust Him and
put our hope in Jesus.
2 Peter 3:8-9 is a great verse to remember on impatient days:
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a
day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
The Lord is patient, and when things aren’t great and you’re wondering when God is going to shape up and do your will, you
might remember that God’s timing has nothing to do with slowness, and has everything to do with salvation. God wants us all
to come home, no matter how displaced and fractured our hope might be, no matter how far from home we’ve wandered.
Next time impatience is ruling your mind, next time you’re putting your hope in something that is not of God, next time you
look to a false security for relief – think about this. The pace God is moving at is for your good, to bring you or those around
you to salvation. God is moving as God will move to bring you home. Remember this story, this parable of Jesus?
The Parable of the Lost Son Luke 15:11-20
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the
estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in
wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So
he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving
to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his
arms around him, and kissed him.
I’m sure many of you have heard the story before. And in it, we can clearly see how the younger son misplaces his hope. He
chases after earthly things, temporary pleasures, and worldly experiences. But eventually the money is gone, the friends leave
when the cash flow dries up, and the young man is left with nothing.
He must have had hopes for this different life. He must have thought about what he wanted before asking for his inheritance.
He wanted a new life, apart from his family, away from his father and all of dad’s rules - to go off on his own, to do things his
way. For a while it worked, and he loved it! But it ended as the money slipped through his fingers. With the money gone, his
hopes and dreams left as well. He had put his hope in false security, in wealth, pleasure, fake friends – things that were not
steadfast or secure.
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6.12.2021 SERMON: WHAT ARE YOU HOLDING ON TO?
Jesus told this story to give us an amazing picture of God’s divine love and acceptance. As the son realizes what he’s done, he
decides to head home. His father, who had been waiting and watching, saw him far off and ran to meet him. The father
embraced his son and welcomed him home. The father didn’t scold or shame his son. He hugged him, kissed him, and
eventually threw a massive dinner party to celebrate his return.
Many of us have journeyed like the younger son, and are tired of trying everything the world has to offer, we’ve found it to
be meaningless and hopeless. Many of us have friends and family members who are still trying everything to find their
answers, everything that is, but God. Jesus shows us how easy it is – turn around, look around, look up, God is still here. And
God invites you to simply head home, to be His child, to come to that heart space where our hope, faith, and love have a firm
and secure space to thrive. God welcomes each one of us to let go of what is holding us back, and just come home.
But so often we fight God on this – we worry, we’re anxious, we put our faith and trust in things, and we find they don’t
work. Jesus taught about what motivates us – deep lessons about coming back when we have misplaced our hope. In
Matthew 6:19-21 Jesus says: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
Earthly treasure is easily stolen, quickly destroyed. If your hope is in the stock market, you might be anxious. If your hope is
your good health, things can change quickly. If your hope is in what you own, it can all be taken away – think of those whose
homes have been destroyed by tornadoes or fires this spring. This verse is a warning and an invitation to hold on to what truly
matters, and ministry has given me many opportunities to witness this. I have the great privilege of being with some of our
church when they know that life is changing, and hospice is called in. So many of them recount what really matters – and it is
always the same three things – faith, hope, and love. That is all that matters when you get to the finish line – faith, hope, and
love.
We so easily hold on to the wrong things, and let what truly matters slip away. We grasp at what is fleeting, not the things of
life that are steadfast and secure. I’ve done it too – and as the years go by, I wish I had taken more time for family, more time
visiting the folks of the church, less time in reports, less time worrying, and being anxious. Maybe you feel that way too, and
Jesus has a message for us in Matthew 6:31-34: So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Amen to that Jesus! And how many of us worry about what to wear, what to eat, about property values, savings, and debt?
When we worry and are consumed by the things of this world, we are putting our hope in false security. Jesus offers us the
solution for abundant and real life: But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well. Wrap your arms around the Kingdom of God, around Jesus, around the people of God. Seek God’s Kingdom and
righteousness – and everything else will work out. This is the divine corrective for misplaced hope, but like Maclaren said, we
to hold on to weak and imperfect things, hoping they’ll save us. We grasp at things that are easily destroyed, stolen, or
damaged. And every day, this adds more to our worries. It’s time we let go of all the false security and hold tight to Jesus. He
is our hope, the firm and secure anchor for our souls.
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6.12.2021 SERMON: WHAT ARE YOU HOLDING ON TO?
Please think over your life for a moment. You’ve had rocky times, stormy days, windstorms that have about knocked you flat.
People have hurt you; you’ve hurt people. Circumstances have come into your life that you never saw coming – sickness,
death, betrayal, devastation. And yet, you’re still here. As I look over the last two and half years, it is only by the grace of God
that we are all still here, that the church is here. Could we have guessed at the beginning of March 2020 what was coming?
No. But the Anchor knew, Jesus knew, and the Anchor holds. We hold on to Jesus, and we’ve gotten through the last two and
a half years, and we’ll keep getting through. As we talked about all last summer- you’ll get through this, it won’t be easy, it
won’t be painless or quick, but with God’s help – you will get through this. We all will. As I close – one more narrative from
the life of Jesus:
Mark 10:17-27 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall
not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor
your father and mother.’”
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad because he had great wealth. Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said,
“With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”
Friends, all things are possible with God. In this story, we see a passionate young man who wants to follow Jesus. He claims
he’s held tightly to the teachings of the law, and observed the commandments since he was a child.
But Jesus, in his perfectly Jesus-y way, identifies something in the young man's life that he is gripping so tightly, something that
holds his hopes. Jesus tells the young man he needs to let go of his wealth in order to be a disciple. The young man can’t let
that go, he can’t do it, and becomes sad, and leaves.
This story highlights something we all struggle with: we grow attached to the things we place our hope in. Jesus saw this man,
loved this young man, and tried to help him release his grip on false hopes. But the young man held on to his wealth. So much
so, that he was unable to put it down in order to follow Jesus. Or said another way, he was unable to loosen his grip on
money in order to tighten his grip on Christ. This picture leads us to turn our attention back onto our own lives.
What are you holding onto today?
What do you need to let go of so that you can grab hold of Jesus?
Do you need to spend some time this week getting your priorities straight?
And finally, how can you tighten your grip on the anchor of your soul?
As you do, remember, all things are possible with God. Amen and amen.
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