CASCADIAN WEEKLY
July 1, 2022

Week 120

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Thank you for your prayers as I have dealt with COVID. I am feeling much better, and ask your continued prayers for
the children and counselors who either were ill the last day of camp or fell ill once they returned home. In spite of
COVID, we had a wonderful week of Christian camping, with sixty-nine attendees all focused on God’s power in
Creation. The Creation story in Genesis is so familiar, and yet we might be apt to forget how it is filled with rich
assurances of the goodness of God. Each evening as God surveys what He has spoken into being, God sees that what
He has made is good.
Today I want to assure you that God has not changed. What God makes is still good. The campers knew that, and
reminded their counselors that God never makes a mistake. It is easy to see the goodness and creativity of God in a
Christian camp setting – in the smiling faces of the children, in the growth and maturity of the teenage counselors-intraining, and in the loving care of the adult counselors who have sacrificed vacation time or a paycheck to help children
know Jesus. God’s goodness is seen in the night sky, in the calmness of Crystal Lake, in the calls of the crows as they
wish us good morning, and in the sunlight coming through the tree canopy. God is good, and all that God makes is
good.
In the conflicts and chaos of life right now, remember, God is good, and all that God makes is good. There are many
opinions about what is right and wrong, how we should act and what we should believe. I would suggest that you take
a breath, and remember, all that God makes is good. When God made people, God stated that humanity is very good.
The only goodness we can claim is that we are all made in the image of God, and that the breath of God fills us and
gives us life. When we recall that all people are made in God’s image, it makes it difficult to be angry with your
neighbor or to dislike someone due to their political beliefs. They too are a child of God. Your worst enemy and your
best friend are both children of God.
Our theme song at camp was “This is My Father’s World” and I share with you the last verse as a reminder of the
goodness and power of God:
This is my Father’s world. O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world: The battle is not done;
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
And earth and heav’n be one.
As a church, may we be as one in the One who unites us, Jesus Christ. He invites us to be a movement for wholeness
in a fragmented world. May we trust in God the Father, and remember that this is His world.
Keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (7/3)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (7/4)

4th of July Parade and hot dog sale
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (7/5)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (7/6)

Day Camp at Crystal
Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Youth Group Pool Party - 5:00 - 8:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (7/7)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (7/8)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
6/26/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $3,017

Saturday (7/9)

HOUSE ON ORANGE STREET UPDATE:
The new family, consisting of father-Gaspard, mother-Donatha, daughter-Beata, and daughter-Iradakunda, arrived at
the house Friday afternoon. They were driven to the house by a family member already living here in the U.S. They
were greeted by Darlene, Darlene's former foster daughter, Seefa, and Diane Phelps.
Gaspard thanked us for providing such a beautiful home and said God Bless You. He was especially pleased it was a
one-story house, as he uses a cane. He and his wife, Donatha are Seventh Day Adventists. The daughters did not have
a church affiliation, that was communicated.
Also, a huge THANK YOU to all who have contributed time, money, and/or goods to make this family feel comfortable
and welcome in their new home!

(from L to R), Beata, Iradukunda, Gaspard, Donatha,
and the family member who lives in U.S.
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GENERAL NEWS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you would like a copy of Gladys Fletcher’s latest book we have a few copies in the church office at $15 apiece.
Mike and Cheryl Noordyke have an electric stair lift that is in fine working order. If you happened to know anyone who
could use this, the Noordykes will be happy to give it to you. It needs to removed from the stairs, and Mike would talk to
you about arranging the removal and installation. Please call the church office if you would like more information.

CHURCH PLAYGROUND
Parents and friends, please note that the church playgrounds are for use by the Child Development Center
only. The play equipment is designed for small children. We’ve had people hopping the fence to play or
skateboard and ask that we all make sure this doesn’t happen. Thank you!

4TH OF JULY VOLUNTEERS
Hard to believe the 4th of July is just around the
corner. If you are able to help us with the Hot Dog sale
or the Parade, we need AS MUCH HELP AS
POSSIBLE.
Please
sign
up
here:
tinyurl.com/ccc4thofjuly if you are able to volunteer or
donate.
We need people to walk the parade, sell food tickets,
grill hot dogs, assemble plates & drinks, Clean Tables,
take tickets, and hand out food.
We also need donations of hot dogs, hot dog buns,
soda, cases of water, cases of individually wrapped
chips, and baked goods.

WEST MICHIGAN WHITECAPS GAME
Everyone is invited to Church Night July 12, as the West Michigan Whitecaps take on the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers
at 6:35PM. We will meet at the ballpark at 5:45PM. Whether you would like to carpool to the ballfield , or drive
separately, we will meet up in front of the main entrance staircase so we can purchase tickets as a group. We are
unable to provide transportation as the church vehicles will be at camp. Please call the church office if you plan to go
so we know who to look for. Tickets are $10-$18, and this is church bulletin night, so we’ll pass out bulletins for the
discount. Play ball!

BOOK SIGNING - STEPHEN C. SHAFFER
Stephen will have a book signing here in the Coffee House on July 17th.
Rooted: Growing in Christ in a Rootless Age is a call to grow more at home in our true home, Jesus Christ.
Walking along with Israel from Eden through the Exodus to the Exile, Stephen C. Shaffer shows how God
both rooted and uprooted his people so that they would find their identity and center in God.
Our Only Comfort takes people through the core teachings of the Christian faith through the lens of the
Heidelberg Catechism. Wrestling through questions like "Who is Jesus?" "How do I pray?" and "What does
it mean to keep the Ten Commandments?" These short devotions create opportunity for conversations
about faith between parents and children and provide nourishment for faith to grow.
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6.26.2022 SERMON: BETTER TOGETHER
Good morning you all. Thank you for being here this morning, for navigating the change in time slots. As you now know,
Pastor Jill is isolating at home with case of COVID. But, I didn’t jump in at the last minute to preach. A couple of people
approached me months ago to suggest that Matt Smith cover the Sunday that Jill goes up to camp and I cover the
preaching the Sunday she comes back so that she could focus on camp and not need to write two sermons on top of all
the prep for camp and all the hubbub that happens from early morning till late at night at camp. Often people have
expressed that it would be good if Jill could somehow relax a little more and here’s one thing that seemed it might help.
So, Matt and I were glad to lend a hand. We are all ‘better together. And ‘Better Together’ is the title and topic of
today’s message, as part of our ‘series on Our Anchor of Hope. I picked ‘better together’ as the topic quite a while ago.
Who knew that this would be a week of highly divisive news? Well, I’m not going to address all the divisive issues one
by one today. The sermon still applies. One old saw about preaching suggests that the preacher should have the Bible in
one hand and the newspaper in the other. So, I Googled newspaper… Right, newspaper. No, now it's multiple channels of
newsfeed, in many formats to try to stay up with everything a congregation might be absorbing as news. Anyhow, I’m
praying about those things today but not preaching into all of that. …closer to home….
Being one of the people who occasionally adds stress to Jill’s life and work, I asked her a few years ago, about Cascade’s
relationship with the Christian Church Michigan Region, “what do we really have together with all these other Disciples
churches in Michigan?” I’ve been involved with Regional things since I went to Camp Crystal and then was asked to
serve on The Crystal Commission, the group that makes plans regarding the camping program and back then the
property, too.
It seemed distant from here, even then, 40 some years ago, but it was also obvious that Camp was a wonderful
example of ‘better together.’ Later as the Region continued to shrink …stress cracks made me wonder.
So, I asked Jill, “Just how are we actually better because of… say the Blaine Church?” Nothing against Blaine, just trying
to surface clear thinking. Jill in her wisdom said something to the effect of: “That’s an interesting thought.” If she was a
Shaolin priest she might have said, “Grasshopper, your mind is restless. You need to climb to the ‘top of the world’ to
meditate on the Scriptures and the depths of the lakes seen from there.”
Well, I didn’t do that. But the thought didn’t go away. One day, I heard the still small voice say to me, “You answer your
own question; I’ll help you.”
So here we are. Asking the question, Are We Better Together? If so, why, and how?
And who is “WE” anyway? But before we dig into this and even before we focus on the Scripture, here’s an antithetical
thought:
There’s an old, old saying still popular among people whose ancestors herded camels and goats around deserts in
Northern African and the Middle East. You can imagine that would be a tough place to make a living and knowing
who’s for you and who’s against you would be important.
The saying goes like this:
It’s me against my brother, it’s my brother and I against our cousins, and it’s our cousins and us against the strangers.
Again
It’s me against my brother, it’s my brother and I against our cousins, and it’s our cousins and us against the strangers.
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Our daughter, Libby, has two sons, a 7 and almost 5 year old who live a similar philosophy; there’s goes like this: It’s me
against my brother...all day long, one thing after another: Momma, he’s in my space; Momma he’s in my face. I had this
first, no, it’s mine…. unless I grab one of them in a big hug and then they both attack me and say in effect, “it’s my
brother and I against Grandpa.”
So, I see some truth in this line of thought, it seems like a natural way of the world, but it isn’t a Christian proverb. It’s in
the Bible, Cain and Abel demonstrated it, Jacob and Esau practiced it, I think Adam and Eve started it, and others
followed, but it isn’t Christian.
Ecclesiastes cites practical reasons we’re better together: Sue O’Brien shared these in her Elder meditation last week.
Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NIV)
9 Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their labor:
Ecclesiastes 4:10 (NIV)
10 If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up.
Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NIV)
12 Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
But it gets better. Here’s the how and why from Jesus:
In today’s text ---- Matt 18:19-20
“…, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father
in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
So, Jesus is for us not against us, Jesus is with us, not against us, Jesus is not against us, nor our brothers or cousins or
strangers. And Jesus brings the power of our Father in heaven to our group. So, it might better be stated: “Jesus and I
are for my sisters and brothers, and my cousins and the strangers, too.”
Here’s how Jesus said it to the 12 disciples in John 15:
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
…
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.
Ah, Love! It is so easy in the abstract. But the challenges seem to get personal.
Like the pastor who was working hard, helping the contractor’s crew finish the driveway that they had always wanted.
The cement truck packed up and left. The pastor came in, plopped into his comfy chair with a lemonade and relaxed in
front of the fan. Suddenly, he got up, ran to the door, and screamed at the kids with sticks who were putting marks in
the still wet concrete. “Get the hell out of there, you miscreants.”
His wife ran to see what was going on. She said, “What’s wrong dear, you never yell, you are always so kind to the kids
in the neighborhood?”
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He said, “I love them in the abstract, but not in the concrete.”
So, where’s the wet concrete in your driveway? Here we are in lovely Cascade, but I could probably start a fight on a
few different topics. Oh, I love my fellow Cascadians, but not the music they play at the OTHER service. Well, that’s a
natural thing. Almost everyone likes the music style they were listening to when they were 14 or 15 years old. Problem is:
We were all 14 in different years. Music, like many things, has changed more in the last 50 years than the million years
before that. So, we can’t anchor our hope just in some style of music or another. There used to be Traditional and
contemporary. Then, 10 years later contemporary was old, but not old enough to be traditional. Now we have at least a
few different contemporary genres of music. No, we need to anchor our hope in something more solid, more enduring,
something that will last, something we can agree on. Something we can etch into the concrete and be guided by it all the
time.
In the next hour at our congregational meeting, we’ll agree on our organization, our leaders, our budget. Underlying that
is our agreement on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and then our understanding the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and even our Michigan Region.
When Jesus said, “…where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” We usually assume he meant
individual people, but not necessarily. It could mean two or three worship service styles gathered in my name… like right
now. Or it could mean two or three churches, like Cascade and Blaine (which I love by the way). Or it could mean two
or three Regions like Michigan, Illinois/Wisconsin. Or two or three denominations like Disciples of Christ and United
Church of Christ. Or mixes like the parachurch Samaritas and Cascade working on a place for people from Congo. Or
the two or three could be mixes of races or ethnicities, or skin colors, like ‘red, and yellow, black and white; they are
precious in His sight, Jesus loves the little children of the world.” Our Disciples General Minister and President recently told
clergy on retreat in Michigan that not being racist is NOT ENOUGH… we need to be ANTI-RACIST. Our alliance is not
about skin color, it’s about the color of the blood of Christ that we have in common. Yes, we at Cascade have a group
about diversity, too: Diversity Inclusion Group (DIG) or Diversity Inclusion and Equity Group. And that’s not just about
race or color but all kinds of identity issues. We want to share in the PRIDE of the LGBTQ activists. John Duchon is
leading us in that group. Now, I’m an old, white guy, but I didn’t apply for that status, nor do I subscribe to the many
atrocities inflicted by Old white guys around the world. My identity in my mind is in Jesus Christ my Lord and Savior. So
anyhow I don’t care what your gender is, nor your gender preference is… what I care about is: are we together in Christ.
Same for physical challenges and mental challenges and old vs young… my identity regarding others is that those in
Christ are my sisters and brothers, and those who are not in Christ I love with hope for them with Christ in the future.
Hope, hope, hope!!! Our anchor of hope is in the name of Christ because as Christ is our partner, the whole Trinity of our
One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is our brother, our partner, our Lord. Of Course, ours is to follow our Lord. With
our Triune God being for us, in us, with us, …who could stand against us.
That doesn’t all mean we should all be just alike, or even like the same music. It suggests that we ask ourselves how we
can best love one another when we know our musical or other tastes, values or views are different. We should be
different from one another because we all have different gifts, different experiences, and different plans for our lives right
from God.
Our Regional Mission Statement that gives us a straight forward “how to.”
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MISSION STATEMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH MICHIGAN REGION
To be a radically welcoming region of connected Disciples congregations, called to radiate the Creator’s love, extend
Christ’s mission, and support one another as the Holy Spirit acts among us.
Radically welcoming. Wow. I tried that once. It was fun. I wondered what if we all did that all the time. How deeply
could we pursue being Radically welcoming, …grasshopper?

Then radiating the Creator’s love. Don’t just ascribe to it… RADIATE it. Reradiate it. (I once beat my brother at Scrabble
with the word ‘reradiate.’ on a triple word score; He still doesn’t accept it as a word… but,) God first loved me, and now I
want to live my life Reradiating the Creator’s love. It gives people an anchor of HOPE.
Hebrews 6:10–12 (NIV)
10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and
continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for
may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience
inherit what has been promised.
(from Heb 6:18-20)
God made promises to Abraham’s descendants (which includes us) for two reasons:
1. That they, and we, would be greatly encouraged, and
2. That they, and we, and who-so-ever will believe in Christ would have this anchor of hope for the soul, firm and
secure, an anchor of hope of a future with Him, an eternal, wonderful future with Him.
Ephesians 4:3–5 (NIV)
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just
as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.
Amen.
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