CASCADIAN WEEKLY
July 15, 2022

Week 122

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
I hope you are having a lovely summer. With the humidity staying fairly low, it has been a great summer to be
outdoors and enjoy the beauty of Michigan. One of the things I know many of you enjoy in summer is fishing. I love
seeing the photos of the fish you’ve caught, and like hearing your fish stories.
Fishing is a big subject in the Bible. Jesus asked fishers – Peter, Andrew, James, and John to be his disciples. Jesus made
five loaves of bread and two fish feed thousands. Jesus himself ate fish Easter afternoon, and after Easter, invited Peter
and the other disciples to have a breakfast of fish on a beach.
Jesus knew his people – that fishing was a large part of their culture and diet. He told parables about fishing and made
some incredible miracles happen around fishing. He knew fishing was something they understood.
The next three Sundays we are going to look at God’s promises through the stories in scripture about fishing. Jesus calls
each one of us to fish for people, meaning, share our faith. I know the word "evangelism" terrifies some people, and the
thought of talking to someone about faith is not something some of you would want to do. I invite you to see what
Jesus says about fishing for people, and join us.
Over the next few weeks the sermons will be:
July 17: The Kingdom Net - The Kingdom of God is like a fishing net set to collect as many souls as possible. The
concern is not with the kind of people “caught” in the divine fishing net, rather, the concern is just for the net to be
filled. We are to join God in spreading the Kingdom net by sharing the good news of Jesus. Matthew 13:47-50,
John 3:16, Revelation 7:9
July 24: Follow Me - Jesus chose ordinary men fishing along the shore to join him in changing the world. He wasn’t
looking for perfectly polished preachers and magnetic ministers; He was looking for hard-working people who
would be available. Mark 1:16-20, Isaiah 49:6, Revelation 7:9
July 31: The Ends of the Earth - One of the final instructions that Jesus gave to His disciples was to receive the
power of the Holy Spirit and to allow that power to help them be witnesses for Him all over the earth. When we
go fishing for people, we don’t stop in just our neighborhood. The power of the Spirit of God enables us to the very
ends of the earth with a deep desire to see people get “hooked” on Christ. Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, Romans
12:5-8, Matthew 28:18-20
Summer is going quickly, but it is not too late to get involved in the activities at the church. This Sunday check out the
book signing with Stephen Shaffer and the Christmas décor sale. It is also not too late to go and enjoy Crystal
Conference Center – you can book a cabin for a night or for several overnights at about a quarter of the cost of a local
hotel. Women are invited to the women’s Retreat at Crystal, August 19-21, and men will have their retreat in
September.
Enjoy these lovely days that God has given us, and keep the faith - Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (7/17)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Book Signing - 10:30 AM (Coffee House)
Christmas in July Sale - 10:30 AM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (7/18)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (7/19)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (7/20)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (7/21)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Board Meeting - 7:00 PM (Zoom)
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (7/22)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM
Parent's Night Out 6-8 PM
Middle School Madness 7-9 PM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
7/10/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $12,393

Saturday (7/23)

CHURCH BOARD MEMBERS
CHAIR: Jeff VanStrien
VICE CHAIR: Dana Froumis
SECRETARY: Terri Wing
TREASURER: Ethan Anderson
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Ron Cole and Adam Homan - Co-Chairs
SAMO (Social Action Mission Outreach)
Diane Phelps - Chair
WORSHIP
Audrey Partak - Chair
DEACON GREETERS
(reports to Worship) Jim Koessel - Chair

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
(reports to Treasurer) Mark Hammonds - Chair
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
(reports to Christian Ed) Jane Klein and Jackie Sleeman
CONGREGATIONAL CARE
(reports to Vice Chair) John Duchon - Chair
ELDERS
(reports to Worship) Gail Duchon - Chair
GO TEAM
(reports to Secretary) Steve Dirksen and Amber Elliott co-chairs

LIFE ELDERS
On Sunday, June 26 the church elected our new board officers, committee leaders, and elders. We also elected three of
our elders to become life elders, an honor given to elders who have been exemplary in their leadership and witness for
Christ. Our new life elders are: Armand Aronson, Gladys Fletcher, and Shirley Folkertsma. These three join life elders
Fay Johnson and Bob VanStrien as our beloved life-long elders of the church. We are grateful to have these five in our
midst.
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GENERAL NEWS
BOOK SIGNING - STEPHEN C. SHAFFER
Stephen is the son of Terry and Terri Wing, and will have a book signing here in the Coffee House on July 17th
after the 9:30 Service.
Rooted: Growing in Christ in a Rootless Age is a call to grow more at home in our true home, Jesus Christ.
Walking along with Israel from Eden through the Exodus to the Exile, Stephen C. Shaffer shows how God
both rooted and uprooted his people so that they would find their identity and center in God.
Our Only Comfort takes people through the core teachings of the Christian faith through the lens of the
Heidelberg Catechism. Wrestling through questions like "Who is Jesus?" "How do I pray?" and "What does
it mean to keep the Ten Commandments?" These short devotions create opportunity for conversations
about faith between parents and children and provide nourishment for faith to grow.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY DECORATION SALE
The Worship Committee will be having a Christmas in July sale on Sunday, July 17 in Centennial Hall. We are
not looking for any donations, we are selling our existing Christmas décor that we no longer use. If you have
any questions contact Holly Froumis or Marsha Steensma.

GAME NIGHT
The next game night is Friday, July 22 at 7pm in the chapel basement. You should bring your own drink and a
snack to share, if you so choose. If you have any games you want to bring, you are welcome to bring them. If
you have any questions email Debbie Jones at debbiejones1018@gmail.com

4TH OF JULY HOT DOG SALE -- THANK YOU!
We just want to give a huge shout out to the church for all the hard work you did at the 4th of July Hot Dog
Sale. Whether you donated, worked at the setup the night before, or worked the event -- the church came
through in a big way, and the end result showed! We made $3,951.75!!

REVIEW CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
This QR code when scanned will take you to our Cascade Christian Church
Google page where you will see a button that says "Reviews". Click on that
to enter and sign in with your google account. At that point you can write a
review of CCC. The goal of this exercise is to bring our favorite church up in
the google world where we think it deserves to be! Thanks in advance for
your help!
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7.10.2022 SERMON: REMAIN
Good morning again. After our amazing July 4 celebration I went up to Crystal Conference Center and lead a Day
Camp with four of our church families attending. Local children joined us, and we had a splendid week. As you can
imagine, working with small children, there was a lot of playing in the sand, swimming, sandcastle making. The sand
reminded me of last week, when we talked about the story Jesus told of the two builders, the one who built on the sand
and the one who built on the solid rock. The movie we just saw illustrates this well. Building on the sand can be easy, fun,
even really pretty, but buildings on the sand collapse without a firm foundation. We have to have a solid foundation, and
I think many of the ills and troubles in our world today would be eased if people remembered to build their lives on what
matters – and built on faith, and with hope. This summer I have been thinking so much about how much we all need
God, because we all hope things will get easier, and life just seems to be more complicated. We are not alone in this –
things are hard world-wide. The only answer to the trouble in our world is in Jesus. We must remain firm and steadfast
in Him, because apart from Him, we have no hope. He is the way, the truth, and the life.
Hebrews 6:19 is our summer verse, it is a small verse packed with a promise – This hope we have as an anchor of the
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast. Our hope is in Jesus, he is the anchor of a rock solid life. Hope is such a wonderful
thing, a friend of mine described hope as a goal. Think about it, we all hope for things. We have our own hopes for
ourselves, for our family, for our country, for our church. Because we have hope, we work for those things to come about.
Hope is also a sustaining energy. Hope keeps us hoping. The things I hope for – for this church family, for the future of
this church, for our camps at Crystal, for the children that I am so blessed to know – those hopes give me energy to keep
going, to try something new, to pick up the pieces when things crumble or fall apart. My hopes for you, for this church,
keep me focused and looking in the right direction, to the love and goodness of God, to the example and grace of Jesus,
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Hope helps us start again; hope keeps us in the game. And hope is what will bring our
dreams to reality. Hope is like a compass that sets our direction, hope steers us towards our goals. God says in Proverbs
29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish. Hope, visions, dreams, looking ahead for a better day will bring your
hopes and dreams to fruition. Without a solid foundation and with nothing to hope in, we are like a sandcastle being hit
by a wave.
As believers, we are encouraged to remain steadfast and committed in our faith through every trial and storm that life
may bring. You may remember from last week that it’s not a matter of if the storms of life will come, it’s a matter of how
many and when. And when they come, you want to be prepared, you want to have a firm grip on the anchor of your
soul, Jesus.
Today we’re going to talk more about maintaining that grip throughout life. There are times when it is easy to be a
Christian, to trust in God, to celebrate His goodness, but those times come when it is really challenging, and we might
want to give up or walk away. Faith can falter, faith can get beaten up, but when the hardships come, that is where we
need our faith and hope to show up the most. The Bible uses words like perseverance and steadfastness to describe
enduring faith. But there’s another word I want us to add to our vocabulary today, and that’s the word remain.
To remain is to stay, and in our fast paced, ever changing culture it’s become more and more of a rarity to remain and
hunker down for the long haul. Whether it be marriages, friendships, jobs, or even zip codes, people don’t always remain.
We are a culture that is constantly on the move from one thing to another. Many of us become enamored with the new
shiny things and tired and bored of the old ones. Whatever the case may be, this isn’t how the faith works. God calls us
to remain, to hold fast, to root ourselves in faith and righteousness, and His invitation is forever, not just for a little while.
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7.10.2022 SERMON: REMAIN
One of the premises of this series is that the only firm and secure anchor is Christ. He is the one that will hold through
any trial and every storm. There may be other anchors, but eventually they all give way and fail. So we learn to hold on,
sometimes for dear life, but we learn to hold fast. We learn to remain.
Jesus shows us the importance of remaining with Him in John 15:5-9. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain
in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. Then Jesus tells us to stay, to remain, adding As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
This passage is acutely important for those who believe. Jesus gives us this image of our closeness to Him – He is the
vine, we are the branches, part of the body of Christ, connected to the Lord of the Universe. Made in the image of God,
close to God, connected to God, connected to one another. Jesus actually says, If you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. Apart from me you can do nothing. But what does that mean,
what are the ramifications of it all? Think about this – all you strive for, all you hope for, all you work for – is it making a
difference? Does it give your life joy and purpose? I think of the words of Jesus in Matthew 16: 24-26 24 Then Jesus said
to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? Is it worth
it to gain the whole world but lose your soul in the process?
So what can you let go of to remain with Jesus? Or maybe another way of asking this is what is holding on to you,
gripping your soul? Health? The accumulation of wealth? Status – what you wear, what you drive, how people perceive
you? A person? Is there someone who has a grip, a power over your life? Does anxiety, anger, or bitterness have a hold
on you? Guilt or shame, an incident from the past, a memory? Maybe you have an addiction to watching the news,
depending on a substance, or a habit that is not helping you. Can you let it go? What is keeping you from being
connected to Jesus? What would hinder you from remaining with Him?
This all reminds me of a creative way that tribal people in parts of the dry areas of African find water. Have you ever
heard about the salt, hole, and baboon trick? When water is scarce in some parts of Africa, some very observant people
have created a way to find new water sources. They might not know where the water is, but often the local animals do.
But you can't just ask an animal for directions, you have to be a bit more clever. So first, the water seekers put a block of
salt in a hole, and then they wait. Like a lot of us, baboons love salt, and with enough time, a baboon will come by and
try to grab the block of salt from the hole. The baboon sticks their hand in, grabs the salt, but can’t get it out. The hole is
small, and the baboon won’t let the salt go. To escape, all the baboon has to do is let go of the salt, but they don't want
to do that. So, they stay stuck until the water seeker comes around, and puts them in a cage. Once in the cage, the
baboon is given all the salt it wants. The salt makes the baboon thirsty, then the baboon is released, and it immediately
rushes to get water to quench their thirst. The water seekers follow the baboon, and the baboon and the people in need
of water all drink their fill.
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This is an inventive way to find water, but normally when people hear this technique for the first time, they always
wonder why the baboon can't just drop the salt. Why can't it let go when it realizes it's stuck and that it's not going to
get what it wants? It's because it's in our nature, not just the baboon. We see something we want, and we'll hold on to it
despite the cost to ourselves. Material wealth, status, prestige…There are many things we hold on to even though it
might make us miserable. Can you let go of your salt and grab hold of Jesus instead?
John 15:8 reminds us that this is all to the glory of the Father. God wants us to hold tight to Christ, to remain with Jesus.
God wants us to be connected to the vine, and to ask Him for the things we need. It brings Him glory; it brings Him
pleasure to care for His creation. And it makes sense, because as any parent knows, it’s an absolute delight to see your
family healthy, happy, and prospering. God wants us to remain, to stick around to stay forever. You are invited to remain
in Jesus.
God does this out of love. We have faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is love. It is an amazing thing - the
love of God for His creation. And He loved us first. Before we could ever reciprocate that love, before our relationship
with Him could be permanently restored, He loved. God has always loved you. Before you were born, after you die, and
all of your life in between, the Creator has loved you. It is hard to understand the depth of God’s love That kind of love is
still there, even when we turn away, even when we least deserve it. There is nothing that can separate us from the love
of God; we are loved. I John 4:9-10 tells us of this love:
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
This passage gives us a clear explanation for how God loves us. God sent Jesus to sacrifice His life on behalf of creation in
order to restore the relationship. And with that in mind, think for a moment about any relationships in your life where
you loved first before there was any opportunity for love to be returned.
Maybe you’ve loved like that – loved your child or grandchild before they were born, loved your spouse, partner, or a
friend before they loved you. Maybe you know that love, and I hope you do, where you would do whatever it takes to
make that other person healthy, happy, and to see them prosper and be who God created them to be. My point in all
this is to say that God loves you. He has a purpose and a plan for your life. He has a room in heaven waiting for you,
there is a seat at the heavenly banquet table you’re your name on it. God formed you and God keeps molding and
making you into His image. God has uniquely gifted you with a role to play in your family, in our community, and in this
world. You are part of the church community of living stones that He is so carefully putting together into a spiritual
house, you are part of a people of faith which spans time, generations, languages, nations, and tribes. You are God’s
church, and not even the gates of hell can stand against it. All that to say, why would you ever let go of Jesus? Why
wouldn’t you want to remain with Him, forever and ever?
The answer to that, among other things, is that we are prone to wander. Prone to be distracted by worldly pleasures and
practices. Prone to forget and prone to get disgruntled and frustrated. And we are not the first people to do this. Isaiah
53:6 says We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
Through the prophet Isaiah, God warns us we all go astray, each to our own way. The sin of selfish pride and
independence runs through all of humanity. It’s been a thorn in our side from the very beginning… and the remedy is
Jesus. The antidote is to let go of all our independent pride and grab hold of Jesus. He alone is the firm and secure anchor
of our souls.
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At some point, all of us grow tired of wandering. We come to the end of ourselves, and we realize God was there all
along, waiting patiently for us to return, like the prodigal son came home to his waiting and hoping father, God stayed.
He remained faithful and true even when we wandered from Him. And His desire is that all would return, and come to
a saving faith in Jesus.
Life can be difficult, and pain can run deep. For many of us, life has been hard enough for long enough that we’ve
learned through past experiences that it is hard to trust others. So we rely on ourselves, our abilities, and learned to live
with our own limitations, thinking if we fail, at least we only have ourselves to blame. And that feels like a simpler
equation than the numerous alternatives and options available.
But trust God, hold on to hope in Jesus, and remain. I realize that asking you to let go of whatever you’re holding onto
and grabbing hold of Jesus is like asking you to climb Mt. Everest on no sleep with no training. It seems impossible.
But what if Jesus was telling the truth? What if life with Him, remaining with Him, was a better option than everything
you’ve tried before? What if giving your life to Jesus meant having peace, rest, and contentment? At some point in
between battles and running for his own life, King David wrote Psalm 23. I want to share the first few verses with you
today, as you consider what life with Christ might look like.
David writes: “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside
quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.” - Psalm 23:1-3
What if holding onto Jesus meant green pastures, still waters, and restoration? What if it meant an eternity of what
Psalm 23 describes? It might be time to let go of the proverbial salt today, and grab hold of the only firm and secure
anchor for your soul.
Amen and amen.
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