CASCADIAN WEEKLY
July 29, 2022

Week 124

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
We just completed our first day of Vacation Bible School – “Jerusalem Marketplace,” a week where we are looking at
the example of Jesus and the events of Holy Week in the city of Jerusalem. Today we celebrated Palm Sunday and
that Jesus is King. Tomorrow we will look at how Jesus served His disciples at the Passover feast, our example of the
Suffering Servant. The children will hear of the sacrifice Jesus made for us, and of the glory of Resurrection day.
Vacation Bible School is like church camp at Crystal – it is an opportunity to go fish for Jesus. Our Children’s Ministry
director, Adam Carlson, and a crew of exceptionally talented volunteers have made the sanctuary into a marketplace
and are enjoying teaching children the truth about the life and grace of Jesus. What a blessing to have the children
here! Think back over your life, who brought you to Jesus? Who gave you opportunities to learn at church? Who
taught you to pray? We are blessed to have had mentors in the faith, and are blessed to be able to mentor others.
Thank you to all who are making this great week possible.
Pictures speak louder than words, so here are a few of our week so far.
Be a blessing and keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (7/31)

Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30
AM

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (8/1)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (8/2)

Primary Election
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (8/3)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous 3:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (8/4)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (8/5)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
7/24/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $5,583

Saturday (8/6)

JULY BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:
The church board met via Zoom on 7/21/22. Here is a summary of what we discussed.
Finances: This fiscal year, even with all of the unbudgeted expenses (new phone system installed, updated the wireless system,
updated the Orange Street house), we came out only $4,000 below budget. This was a good year!!
Orange Street house: The renovations to the house have been completed and we now have a refugee family from Congo in this
house.
Gifts Committee Policy: The Gifts Committee approved proposed changes to their policy and procedures which were voted on and
approved.
Painting: Approved hiring a painter for the outside doors of the Sanctuary plus the exterior of the Orange Street rental house and
garage.
Upcoming church events: Heritage Day – CCC is hosting on September 10th; Unity Service and Picnic on September 11th; Disciples
Regional Meeting – CCC is hosting on Oct 14-15.
There will be no Board Meeting in August due to multiple vacations. If anyone wants to attend a Board Meeting, please contact Pastor Jill
for that month’s Zoom link. We welcome any and all congregational members to attend. We plan to have one live Board meeting each
quarter this fiscal year – I will let you know when these are scheduled so you can attend if desired.
Terri Wing, Church Board Secretary

YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT
Cascade Christian Church and the Child Development Center received many financial blessings during the fiscal year of 2021-2022. In
addition to General Fund giving of $548,690.55, the church received special gifts of $51,733.74. One special gift received was $45,000.
The combined financial blessings enabled the church to improve communications by purchasing a new phone system and making wireless
internet accessible in all buildings on the church campus. The Endowment Fund managed by the Christian Church Foundation also
increased significantly because of planned, end-of-life giving. The balance in the fund increased from $30,000.00 to $100,000.00 over
the last two fiscal years, with the income on investments designated for supporting ministries of Cascade Christian Church. In addition to
the church receiving financial blessings, the Child Development Center was awarded and received grant funding of $112,280.00. The grant
money was designated for employee wages and operational expenses. Thank you to Jane Klein, Director, for her work in applying for this
grant to make providing childcare and preschool possible for many in the community. All of the financial blessings received by Cascade
Christian Church and the Child Development Center not only covered budgeted and non-budgeted operational expenses, but most
importantly, made ministry in the name of Jesus possible AND flourish: worship, Christian education, evangelism, congregational care,
childcare, and more. On behalf of the Church Board, thank you for your continued faithful and generous giving that builds the kingdom of
God here on earth. (Numbers 6:24-26)
Mark Langenbach, Business Manager
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GENERAL NEWS

SAFETY AND SECURITY UPDATE

Open doors are one of the important pillars for ministry at Cascade Christian Church, meaning all are welcome. Yet,
physical safety and security are important for people worshiping and taking part in activities at the church. The Board
decided to have the exterior doors of the Sanctuary, Chapel, and Education Building locked during times of worship and
Christian Education, beginning on Sunday, July 24th. The doors will lock after the service begins and will unlock before
the service ends. The locked doors do not prevent anyone from exiting the buildings. Deacons will open the doors for
church attendees who are running late. If any questions, please ask a member of the Board or Pastor Jill.

MEL TROTTER BOX
The mission committee at Cascade Christian Church is excited to announce a partnership
with Mel Trotter Ministries in the "Corners of your field" program. This program places
donation bins in various locations throughout West Michigan for donations of new or
gently-used clothing and household items. The process is simple! Just bring your donated
items to the bin (located in the parking lot nearest to the playground at Cascade Christian
Church) and place your items inside.

WOMEN'S NIGHT OUT - SAUGATUCK
Wednesday, August 10 – Saugatuck lake and river cruise.
We will meet at church at 4:30PM, and the evening will include dinner and the cruise. The cruise cost is $20-$30, and
bring $ for dinner. Call the church office to sign up. Sign up by August 7.

MEET AND GREET WITH REGIONAL MINISTER TERESA
DULYEA-PARKER
Join us on Monday, August 22, for an open house/meet and greet with our new Regional Minister, Teresa DulyeaParker. Teresa is a native of Muskegon and is now the Regional Minister of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan. The West
Michigan Disciples of Christ Churches are all invited to Cascade Christian for a reception for Teresa in Centennial Hall
from 6:00-8:00PM. We hope you’ll come meet Teresa and join in fellowship with our sister churches.

RETREATS AT CRYSTAL CONFERENCE CENTER
Sign up online at www.crystalconferencecenter.org. Call the church office for more information and to sign up to carpool.

WOMEN’S RETREAT
AUGUST 19-21, 2022

MEN’S RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 16-18, 2022

Registration: $155
Commuting (includes meals): $85
Registration Deadline: August 5
Register
by
going
to
the
camp
website
www.campcrystal.org – go to registration and scroll
down to find the women’s retreat.

Registration: $155.00 on campus
Commuting (includes meals): $85.00
Registration Deadline: September 2

Join with others from the Michigan Region as we unite in
fellowship and friendship and learn to develop as
Women of Faith. Enjoy bonfires, vespers, spiritual
sessions, worship, and free time. Bring a friend or family
member! Our new Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. Teresa
Dulyea-Parker will be the keynote speaker.
The theme is “Where I’m From” – Psalm 139.

A weekend retreat for men across the state to be engaged
in worship, reflection, and leisure with other men. The
weekend retreat will provide time for work projects
(optional) at Crystal, bonfires, vespers, spiritual sessions, and
worship; plus individual reflection and free time. Retreat
Facilitators are Bob Cornwall, recently retired pastor of
Central Christian Church, Troy; and Ron Allan, retired
professor at Christian Theological Seminary. The focus will
be on helping participants understand better New
Testament theme of the second coming of Jesus and life after
death.
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7.24.2022 SERMON: FOLLOW ME
It is hard to believe that summer is half over. I hope you’ve enjoyed the great weather and the many fun activities of
summertime. We’ve had some hot days, but nothing like most of the rest of the country, so I hope you’ve been able to go
to Lake Michigan, go fishing, do some backyard grilling, go to camp, garden, head to a farmer’s market, enjoy the golf
course, or just kick back and relax a little during this awesome time of year. And let’s face it, this summer has also had its
share of troubles – the ongoing war in Ukraine, the high prices of gas, housing, and food, the many ways our nation is
divided, and the heat, fires, and storms that are impacting so much of the world. We need Jesus, we always have, and
we always will because Jesus the Messiah is our anchor in troubled times. He gives us hope, light, and strength when all
else fails. We can abide with Him, and God will get us through our storms.
We’ve been looking at Hebrews 6:19 this summer – We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, a hope both sure and
steadfast, and scripture tells us
We are anchored in our hope in Jesus
That Jesus is the only thing worth holding on to
That storms will come, so stay close to Jesus
That we are to remain in His love – in other words, keep the faith, or abide.
And that we are part of the Kingdom net to simply bring people to Jesus. He will sort things out, and all judgment
belongs to Him.
And as troubled times continue, I can’t help but think of last summer when we studied the story of Joseph and we
repeated the Max Lucado phrase- “You’ll get through this, it won’t be painless and it won’t be quick, but God will use this
mess for good. In the meantime, don’t be foolish or naïve, but don’t despair either. With God’s help, you will get through
this.”
Last week I spoke with you about the words hook and catch. If you weren’t with us last week, it’s worth noting that this
IS NOT a reference to pirates or baseball. We are thinking of fishing, nets, and the open sea. God has promised us in
Genesis 12 that He will bless us so we can be a blessing to others, and that through the family of God, the whole world
will be blessed. That means we are part of God’s fishing crew, we are given the opportunity daily to recognize God sees
us as a great catch, and that we are to catch or hook others, giving them the opportunity to know Jesus.
As we saw last week in Matthew 13:47-48, Jesus tells the parable, or the story of the drag net, saying - “The kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled
it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.”
We, as disciples of Christ, are to be part of the net, the Kingdom net, which draws everyone in, just as a net catches fish
and everything else in its path. Jesus makes it clear as He explains this parable, that God is the one who sorts it all out,
God is the judge, we are just to go and fish for people.

Last week I mentioned that I would love to see your fishing photosand Wanda Roberts and Brian Armour sent me these great pictures. I
love them! It certainly appears that the Wanda and the Armours were
enjoying themselves. Wanda, that fish is amazing, and the joy on your
face is even better! Fishing for Jesus ought to give us this same joy and
excitement. Serving Jesus gives us life, purpose, meaning, and while it
may be challenging at times – it is also a joy. There is a lot we can
learn from the response of the original crew that Jesus recruited. Today
we’ll look at their stories as Jesus said to them “Follow Me.”.
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7.24.2022 SERMON: FOLLOW ME
In Mark 1:16-20 we read of Jesus’s invitation to the first disciples to come and go fishing. Please read with me: As Jesus
walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and
followed him.
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets.
Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.
As we read this – there is so much we learn from these four men who dropped everything to follow Jesus. When Peter
and Andrew hear Jesus say “follow me” they do so, at once! They drop their nets and follow, and then, without delay,
James and John do the same. Jesus’ invitation, “Follow Me” is simple, it isn’t flashy or padded in promises of the good life.
Those of you in sales might think this is a strange sales pitch, but what a response! These four men leave everything
behind, and they follow Jesus.
We know we are to participate in Kingdom building – to spread the net far and wide. We do what we do because of
that same invitation to follow and fish for people. That is why we are having Vacation Bible School, that’s why Adam
and Michael are hired full time this summer to bring children and teenagers here. That is why we have camps at Crystal,
why we participate in community and regional events. This is why we have a wonderful Child Care Center, and our
doors are open to all kinds of groups of people. We are here to share Jesus, and then trust God to sort things out.
Peter and Andrew were ready when Jesus invited them. How ready are we? The Gospel of John indicates that Andrew
and Peter had some advance news of who Jesus is - that they were aware of the Messiah because John the Baptist had
been going ahead of Jesus, spreading the Kingdom net, preparing the way.
Read with me – John 1:35-42 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing
by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around,
Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The
first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).
And he brought him to Jesus.
Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, they had heard about the rabbi of Nazareth – and at least Andrew had been
following John the Baptist, hearing and witnessing how John was preparing the way of the Lord. John the Baptist points
to Jesus as the Lamb of God, looking back to the Exodus when God’s people were saved from death by the blood of the
Lamb. This is He, the one they were waiting for. News had traveled fast – there had been whispers of the Messiah at
dinner tables, trading posts, and fishing boats. John’s gospel indicates that Andrew had spent time with Jesus, and had
introduced Peter to Jesus. So when Jesus shows up in front of Andrew and Simon Peter and says, “Follow me, and I will
send you out to fish for people” they were ready to go. James and John, fishing with their father Zebedee – were ready
as well. In the wonderful movie series, The Chosen, James, and John look to their dad, Zebedee for permission, and they
wonder what their mother would say if they went and followed, Zebedee joyfully tells them “This is what we have been
waiting for! Go!”
And they do – these four men went and followed Jesus, and we know of Jesus because they went, they followed, and
then they shared with people from their time through this moment what it means to follow Jesus. What they did impact s
us today. They shared the good news, and their families did not hold them back, they didn’t let work interfere, they didn’t
mind what the neighbors said, they went.
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7.24.2022 SERMON: FOLLOW ME
Remember that the word “gospel” means good news – and we have been given the gospel to share, to spread the nets
and encourage all of the people we can to hear the gospel, to hear the good news, and to follow Jesus. Think of the good
news you share – a wedding, a new baby, a promotion, a great vacation. Can you share Jesus with the same or more
enthusiasm?
I know it can be hard to do this. The story goes that Mark Twain loved to go fishing, but he hated to catch fish. The
problem was he went fishing to relax, and catching fish ruined his relaxation, since he had to take the fish off the hook
and do something with it. He wanted to relax by doing nothing, but people thought he was lazy, so he went fishing so he
could relax all he wanted. People would see him sitting by the riverbank and they would say, “Look, he’s fishing, don’t
bother him.” So Mark Twain took this a step further, and came up with a perfect solution: he would take a fishing pole,
line, and a bobber, but he wouldn’t put a hook on the end of the line. He would cast the bobber in the water and lay
back on the bank. That way he could relax all he wanted, and he wouldn’t be bothered by people or by fish.
I wonder if we aren’t a little bit like Mark Twain sometimes. We might have our fishing pole in the water, but is there a
hook on the end? Are we fishing, or relaxing? It has been said, “If you’re not fishing, you’re not following.”
What do you think Jesus had in mind when he said, “Come, follow me, and I will send you out to fish for people?” Think
about it - we share photos of our kids with strangers on airplanes, we cheer on our favorite teams with people we don’t
know, so why do we hesitate to share the best news with them? Are we saving the good news for when we think
people are ready to hear it? Or maybe we are acting like screening agents, deciding who might be in or out. That is not
what Jesus told us to do. Think of the first people he invited to follow Him – Peter was uneducated and spoke before he
thought, James and John had terrible tempers and a lot of pride, Matthew was a hated tax-collector, Mary had lots of
issues. None of them had been pre-screened by others, if they had, do you think they would have made the cut? No. But
Jesus caught them, knowing exactly who they were – and invited them to be part of His community, His Kingdom.
Last week I shared Revelation 7:9-10 where the Apostle John shares what heaven will be like, and this passage shows the
results of people who went fishing for Jesus. John wrote – After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the thrones and before the
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud
voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” These are people who answered the call
when Jesus said, follow me. Jesus is building His church, and Jesus decides who is in and who is not. In Isaiah 49:6 we
read: “I will make you a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.” We are to be the net,
the light, the door, the means that others will hear the invitation from Jesus – to come and follow and fish for people, to
be part of that great multitude people from every nation, tribe, and language.
Last week I spoke with you about how to be good at fishing, and how those same skills can be used in ministry. Fishing
and serving Jesus both take patience, skill, strength, a willingness to get your hands dirty, and to have the right tools. Here
are some other fishing tips: go where the fish are located, understand how fish behave, use a variety of strategies, expect
to catch fish, and be patient if this doesn’t happen immediately.
Think of this in terms of fishing for people: go where the people are – your neighborhood, your favorite restaurant, your
job site, your classroom. You can’t fish unless you’re around people. One of the blessings of social media is that you can
connect with people, on Facebook, Instagram – the thing is to fish for people, you need to go to people, and God has
given you many ways to do that. And then, like with fishing, understand how people behave - work on understanding
their world. It is easier to just make friends with people who think and believe like you do, to hang out with fellow
Christians. But could we fish by intentionally make friends with people who have no faith? That is what Jesus did. And
here are plenty of people out there who need to meet a Christian like you.
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7.24.2022 SERMON: FOLLOW ME
Think of who you are going to – and then use a variety of strategies. Ministry to middle schoolers will be different than
ministry to our soup and sandwich crowd. Ministry to your college buddies might be different than ministry to our
preschoolers. Some of you might wonder what Adam and Michael are doing this summer – they are using a variety of
strategies to fish for children and teenagers. What they do might not work for you – and that is all right. What strategies
will work in your fishing pond? An invite to a barbeque? Dinner out with friends? Bringing someone to a church
gathering? Prayer? How about simply kindness? But do expect to make a catch. Expect to catch fish. Expect to let God
use you to reach people. And leave the results to God. Be patient if there is not an immediate response – sometimes it
takes years for someone to get to know Christ. Others jump onboard immediately. Leave the results in God’s hands, just
follow and fish.
This quote has been attributed to Paul Harvey and others – “Too many Christians are no longer fishers of men, but
keepers of the aquarium.” Nothing against aquariums - but let this sink in. Are you following Jesus? That means you go
fishing. If you’re just tending the aquarium, you might need to think about your actions and motivations. Churches can
become about keeping the aquarium, and not try new things, not reach out. We can be guilty of just doing what we’ve
always done. We are not called to tend the fish in the tank, but to hold fast to our Anchor and sail the open waters with
open doors, open hearts, and open minds with a wide Kingdom Net. We are to go fish, and expect to make a catch.
Can you do it? Can you answer the call? Peter and Andrew dropped their nets. John and James got out of their father’s
boat, and they started walking with Jesus. Not knowing where they were going, not sure what this was even about –
they just knew this was an invitation to real life, to sharing God’s glory. What an incredible sight it must have been to see
other fishermen gather up Peter and Andrew’s equipment and nets, to see Zebedee beaming as his boys headed out
with the Messiah. What has to change in you so you can step off the boat, walk with Christ, and invite others to come
alongside? When Jesus calls, it would be good to answer. Our job is to extend the invitation, and let Jesus do the rest. If
we follow, if we fish, we can trust God for the response of others.
Following Jesus is the greatest, most amazing, and challenging journey that any of us will ever take. Following Jesus, as
many of you already know, and as many have learned throughout history, isn’t easy.
Author Adele Ahlberg Calhoun put it like this: “My experience with following indicates that it can be even more difficult
than leading. Following requires humility, risk, attention, awareness, and guts. It means serving someone else’s agenda
and following her or his cues. Following requires that I let go of my own way and trail the leader. But everything in me
resists trailing behind someone else, especially when I think I can make my own way or lead just as well. Following for
any length of time tests both character and steadfastness.”
Following Jesus means laying down your agenda, your expectations, laying down your hopes and dreams, and it will cost
you everything. It will test your character, and you’ll be stretched in your resolve and in your steadfastness. And what do
you gain in return when you follow? An eternity, a divine love, and acceptance unlike anything this world has to offer.
You also get a community, companions for the journey, a forever family, stability in an ever changing world, and a
purpose that makes life an adventure worth living.
Drop the nets.
Step off the boat.
Answer the call.
Extend the invitation to others.
Share the good news. Friends, let’s follow Jesus and go fish. Amen and amen.
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