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Week 121

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Thank you for a wonderful July 4 weekend! We worshipped God with gratitude for our many blessings and for the
liberty and freedom we enjoy in the United Sates of America. We praised God for the beauty of this land and for the
wonderful people that live here.
Thank you for your incredibly generous support of our Middle and High school Youth Groups as you donated hotdogs,
buns, water, soda, chips, and treats for their annual hot dog sale fund raiser. We are so grateful to Ken and Regina
Carey for the use of their grill once again, and to Marsha Steensma for being the leader of the hot dog sale. Our
volunteers are amazing and thank you to all who spent their day roasting and serving hot dogs on July 4, and thank
you to all who prepared the chapel float and walked in the parade, distributing candy and fliers about Cascade
Christian Church. It was so good to be together again on the Fourth after a two year absence. We are grateful to
Cascade Township and our local Sherriff’s department for organizing the event and keeping us safe.
As I said in my sermon on Sunday, independence has never been easy. Nearly 250 years ago, our ancestors knew
freedom was something worth fighting for, and we celebrate our freedom as a people who stand on equal footing, free
to speak, free to wander, free to live. In 1776 these ideals were worth risking everything for, and as one nation, under
God, we have continued to uphold liberty and justice for all. Today we find ourselves fighting old battles. Not with past
foes, but with ourselves and one another. We are a nation divided. It seems the very freedoms we once fought for
have become stumbling blocks.
I challenged you on Sunday and I ask you again in this newsletter, are we too busy seeking our own way to even
recognize the presence of God? In this moment, the truth of Scripture rings especially true. Psalm 33:12 tells us, “Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He chose for His inheritance.” The struggle for independence is not
over, and as followers of Jesus Christ we each have the responsibility to share true freedom, the freedom we find in the
Messiah. If we the people will humbly pray, turn from our own wickedness, and seek God’s face, then He will hear us,
He will forgive us, and He will heal this land. May we remember this one simple truth…True independence is found
only in our dependence on God.
God’s blessings to you and keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (7/10)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (7/11)

Soul Warmers - 2-4:00 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (7/12)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
White Caps Game - 6:35 PM

Wednesday (7/13)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous - 3:30 PM (Coffee House)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (7/14)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (7/15)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
7/3/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $11,195

Saturday (7/16)

HOUSE ON ORANGE STREET UPDATE:
The new family, consisting of father-Gaspard, mother-Donatha, daughter-Beata, and daughter-Iradakunda, arrived at
the house Friday afternoon. They were driven to the house by a family member already living here in the U.S. They
were greeted by Darlene, Darlene's former foster daughter, Seefa, and Diane Phelps.
Gaspard thanked us for providing such a beautiful home and said God Bless You. He was especially pleased it was a
one-story house, as he uses a cane. He and his wife, Donatha are Seventh Day Adventists. The daughters did not have
a church affiliation, that was communicated.
Also, a huge THANK YOU to all who have contributed time, money, and/or goods to make this family feel comfortable
and welcome in their new home!

(from L to R), Beata, Iradukunda, Gaspard, Donatha,
and the family member who lives in U.S.

2

GENERAL NEWS
WEST MICHIGAN WHITECAPS GAME
Everyone is invited to Church Night July 12, as the West Michigan Whitecaps take on the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers
at 6:35PM. We will meet at the ballpark at 5:45PM. Whether you would like to carpool to the ballfield , or drive
separately, we will meet up in front of the main entrance staircase so we can purchase tickets as a group. We are
unable to provide transportation as the church vehicles will be at camp. Please call the church office if you plan to go
so we know who to look for. Tickets are $10-$18, and this is church bulletin night, so we’ll pass out bulletins for the
discount. Play ball!

BOOK SIGNING - STEPHEN C. SHAFFER
Stephen is the son of Terry and Terri Wing, and will have a book signing here in the Coffee House on July 17th
after the 9:30 Service.
Rooted: Growing in Christ in a Rootless Age is a call to grow more at home in our true home, Jesus Christ.
Walking along with Israel from Eden through the Exodus to the Exile, Stephen C. Shaffer shows how God
both rooted and uprooted his people so that they would find their identity and center in God.
Our Only Comfort takes people through the core teachings of the Christian faith through the lens of the
Heidelberg Catechism. Wrestling through questions like "Who is Jesus?" "How do I pray?" and "What does
it mean to keep the Ten Commandments?" These short devotions create opportunity for conversations
about faith between parents and children and provide nourishment for faith to grow.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY DECORATION SALE
The Worship Committee will be having a Christmas in July sale on Sunday, July 17 in Centennial Hall. We are
not looking for any donations, we are selling our existing Christmas décor that we no longer use. If you have
any questions contact Holly Froumis or Marsha Steensma.

4TH OF JULY HOT DOG SALE -- THANK YOU!
We just want to give a huge shout out to the church for all the hard work you did at the 4th of July Hot Dog
Sale. Whether you donated, worked at the setup the night before, or worked the event -- the church came
through in a big way, and the end result showed! We made $3,951.75!!
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7.3.2022 SERMON: WHEN STORMS COME
Welcome church! It is good to be back, and I want to thank Matt Smith and Armand Aronson for preaching as I have
been serving at Elementary camp at Crystal and then home with COVID. Their messages on Fatherhood and on Better
Together were inspiring and God honoring. We are very blessed to have Matt and Armand in our midst. Earlier this
summer I introduced the idea of being anchored to hope as we go through yet another season of uncertainty and
upheaval, to hold on to Jesus and the promises of God. Anchors have long been a Christian symbol of Jesus, of hope, of
security for our souls. The shape of an anchor even includes a cross to help us remember where our hope and help comes
from. We know how anchors help hold a ship firm through rough weather, and I encourage all of you to hold on to
Christ as we weather tough times.
When I last talked with you, I spoke about how necessary it is to have a firm and secure hold on the anchor of hope - to
have a grasp on Jesus Christ. A verse to memorize this summer might be this very short reminder from Hebrews 6:19 –
This hope as have as an anchor for the soul, both sure and steadfast. Jesus is our source of hope and security, our still
point in an ever changing world, our steadfast foundation when it feels like all hell is breaking loose around us. We have
this hope as an anchor for the soul – Jesus is always with us, and Jesus is stronger than any troubles we face. That is a
promise we can count on.
But today I am going to be blunt, we live in a world where storms will come. It is not a matter of if, but when, and how
many. The storms are coming, the storms are here, and we need to have an anchor. Many of you are living in a storm of
anxiety, adversity, and pain. When faced with so many storms, we need to be ready, to be prepared, to know what to
do. FEMA – our federal emergency management agency tells us have a plan. Be ready for a tornado, for a power
outage, for a blizzard, for extreme heat. Be ready for what will come your way. We had a storm at camp last week.
COVID hit. Nine people got sick. But we had a plan, and we followed it – and worked with the local health department
and the state of Michigan agency that licenses children’s camps, and we mitigated the virus as best we could. People
followed the plan and we got through that storm. But you’ve probably had a time when, no matter how well you were
prepared, a storm came that you didn’t expect, and it was fierce.
Jesus tells us how to get ready for the storm in the greatest sermon of all time, his Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.
In this passage you’ll find all kinds of ways to weather the storm, from the Beatitudes to the parable of the two builders.
In case you haven’t been in Sunday School in a while, Jesus told parables, earthly stories that tell us about the Kingdom
of God, to help people understand God’s goodness and love. He closes his sermon with this parable, with this story of two
different ways you can build your life.
Matthew 7:24-29 - “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who
had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.
Jesus teaches us that storms will come. And when they do, we had better be ready, better have an anchor. Some of us
might be like the person who builds on sand – we float along, let life happen to us, no real direction. And when the
storms hit, we sink. Others have learned to build on what is solid, and that is life in Jesus.
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In this parable Jesus says both people hear his words, but only one builder did anything. A.T. Robertson said, “Hearing
sermons is a dangerous business if one does not put them into practice.” And we get it, we hear sermons, we listen to
elders, we can read the Bible for ourselves – we hear, sort of. I believe that we are living in a time where we have to
listen harder, to seek what Jesus is saying, to really dig in and hear, and then to do the hard work of putting the words of
Jesus into practice. We have to hear what Jesus says and then respond to His teaching. So many of our life problems and
deep troubles would ease if we did.
Working with children is a joy because they are really good at listening and responding. At camp, within hours, they
understand the schedule, they help make the rules and follow them, they hear their counselors and respond with fun,
love, energy. They hear a song once, and then they are ready to stand up and lead it. Where did we as adults lose that
ability to hear and respond? We might half listen, but do we do anything? I’m not saying decisions should be made in
haste, but in matters of faith, do we hear Jesus and respond? It can be easy enough to listen, harder to hear, and even
more difficult to respond.
But be encouraged with this – even the 12 disciples who were closest to Jesus, who lived and traveled with him, took
years to put into practice all of the things they’d learned. They heard Jesus preach in the Sermon on the Mount, and they
knew the storms of their day. Read Matthew 5, 6, and 7 when you get home today – the storms at the time of Jesus are
like our storms. He preached about murder, adultery, oaths, revenge, and judging others.
Those storms are still here, and so are the storms that seem to impact many people right now, the storms of pessimism,
apathy, criticism, despair, avoidance. Friends, these are real problems. And if you’re in one of these storms, please
remember there is grace. It might take years to forgive, to grow, to trust, to ask for forgiveness. It might take a long time
to see another person’s point of view, to admit you might be wrong, to agree to disagree. But God is gracious to us, so
can we be gracious to others? Think about it. How will you face your storm? You have the choice of the rock or the
sand. Do you anchor in Christ, the Solid Rock, or will you go your own way, and be in shifting sands?
Jesus teaches us how to storm proof our lives in the Sermon on the Mount, and that is to stand on the solid foundation of
faith.
Be the salt of the earth – keep humble, and yet add flavor and spice to life as you look to Jesus. You know your place
when you’re the salt of the earth, and that is at your Father’s table – God has a place for you, and you matter, so obey
and do as the Father tells you to do.
Be the light of the world – In John 8:12 Jesus said He is the Light of the world, and in the Sermon on the Mount He says
you are, too. If you keep Him as your anchor and solid ground, it will show. His light in you can’t be hidden. We are to
let our light shine so others will see there is something about us – calm in the storm, peace in the pain, joy in the sorrow –
light that comes from above to light us in our dark times.
Jesus also tells us to give to those in need. Jesus says give quietly, without calling attention to yourself. That is something
this church does so well. People give here, out of love for Jesus and out of compassion for those in need. Don’t let the right
hand know what the left hand is doing is how Jesus puts it. Thank you to all of you who have given so much, so
generously, so quietly. God knows what you’ve done – and that kindness you’ve shared will help others in the storm.
And Jesus tells us to love our enemies, and even to pray for them. I know many of you are unhappy with politicians in
our country. Have you prayed for them? Some of you have felt ignored, undervalued, and you feel resentment. Jesus
reminds us that the sun sets on the evil and the good, the rains fall on the fields of the righteous and unrighteous. Our job
is not to judge others, but to pray for them. Try it, see what praying for your enemies does to the condition of your heart.
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And Jesus tells us to weather the storm in three simple steps: ask, seek, and knock. If you are unhappy right now, have
you asked God for help? If you’re feeling lost and adrift, have you sought God first? If you need something, did you tell
God? Ask, seek, knock, and Jesus says doors will be opened for us. God gives good gifts to His children, all we need to do
is go to God and ask, seek, knock. There is so much in the sermon on the mountain that will help you weather the storms.
I would also encourage you to read Acts 27 and 28 today. This is a story of beauty and freedom that shows us how to
live life anchored in Christ as we see how the Apostle Paul survived a storm. Paul was a prisoner, being transferred by
ship to Italy and he warned that this voyage would be disastrous, but the sailors keep going. The storm came, and the
ship was wrecked, and everyone was terrified except for Paul. Paul assured the people that they would survive, and it
was is true, all of the people got to the island of Malta where they were shown great kindness. After struggling to shore,
Paul started a campfire. A viper was in the woodpile and bit Paul on the hand. Unbothered, he shook the snake off. The
people were amazed at Paul’s strength, his sense of calm, and his sense of purpose. And while shipwrecked on Malta for
months, Paul began a ministry among the locals before being rescued and going on to Italy.
Paul’s story shows us what can happen when you choose to build your life in Christ, what peace and purpose you’ll find
when your foundation in Christ alone. Storms will come, snakes will bite, your ship might get wrecked, and how will you
respond? Another way of asking that is - what is your foundation?
Jesus tells us how to keep focused in the storms, and again the idea of ask, seek, and find. In the Sermon on the Mount
he says of God in Matthew 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.”
So I would suggest that you kingdom seek as Paul did as you face your storms:
Be content and open handed – Paul didn’t panic, even when shipwrecked, even with a snake attached to his hand. He
was calm in the chaos, knowing God had a plan for him and that all of God’s plans are good.
Use the time you are given – Paul used the three month delay in Malta to start a ministry. He preached the gospel and
healed the sick. He could have stressed and worried, but instead he made the best of the situation, he made a hinderance
an opportunity.
God works it all together for good. In this narrative of Paul’s life Paul and the people with him had everything they
needed. They had food, a place to stay, and provisions to continue their journey at the right time. God will do the same
for us. He hasn’t let us down, we may feel shipwrecked, but we have what we need to survive and thrive.
God works all things according to His purposes. That can be hard to see when you’re in the storm, but stand with Jesus
anyway. In the calm after the storm you can seek and find the hand of God in what you’ve been through. You were
never alone, never abandoned, and God is still with you. So when the storms come, look to Jesus. Choose His way over
your own way. Let God guide your journey. Maybe you don’t think you need an anchor, maybe you’ve had an easy life
and things are smooth sailing. If so, give thanks and be blessed. But for those of you in the storm, for those of you seeing
a storm on your horizon, take heart, and stand close to the Lord.
I close by reminding you of two of our chapel windows – the window that Christ is our anchor, and our hope. And the
window of the cross of Jesus on solid rock in the storm. Walk over sometime and see them. Our ancestors who built this
church knew the truth, and they lived through times as challenging as these. Stay on the higher ground. Build your life on
the solid Rock that is the Christ. Stand with Jesus. Amen and amen.
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