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Week 126

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Thank you for what has been a wonderful summer. Compared to so much of the country we have had beautiful weather
with wonderful sunrises and sunsets; the temperatures have not been too extreme, and all of the gardeners are starting to
see tomatoes and sweet corn ripen. It has been a lovely summer at the church as well, and I have enjoyed sharing our
summer sermon series on being anchored in Christ as we trust in the promises of God. The fishing pictures that many of you
have shared have inspired laughter and delight, and have made for wonderful sermon illustrations. Please keep the coming!
In this brief letter to you I want to encourage you with a fishing story, one of the lesser known miracles of Jesus. In Matthew
17:24-27 we read:
After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma temple tax came to Peter and asked,
“Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?”
“Yes, he does,” he replied.
When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the
kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own children or from others?”
“From others,” Peter answered.
“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said to him. “But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake, and throw out
your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them
for my tax and yours.”
This miracle is not a dramatic as the feeding of the five thousand or the healing of ten lepers, but there is much we can learn
in these four verses. It is interesting that Matthew, a former tax collector himself, is the only one of the Gospel writers to
record this. The tax that Jesus was questioned about was a religious tax, not a Roman tax. This was a tax that supported the
Temple in Jerusalem, so Jesus, the Son of God, is being asked to pay a tax for the upkeep of His own house of worship. The
church, which He would lay down His life for, was asking Jesus to pay His tax. But Jesus uses this as a teaching moment for
Peter, and asked Peter who was required to pay taxes to a king, the king’s children, or others? When Peter answered that
others, not the king’s children, should pay the tax, Jesus responds that the children are free, free because they are children of
the king, that makes them exempt from taxes. Our takeaway is that we are children of the King, we are free to enter the
throne room because Jesus has made a way for us. We can enter the Presence of God with joy and praise, knowing we’ve
been adopted into God’s family, we are heirs, and His Kingdom, is our home.
And we see in this miracle that Jesus does the right thing, as Jesus always does. He makes a way to pay the temple tax by
going fishing. The first fish Peter would catch would have a coin in its mouth, a four drachma coin, precisely the amount of
temple tax that Peter and Jesus were to pay. By having Peter go fishing and producing the tax payment, Jesus is, in His
words, striving to “not cause offense. ”There is a fishing lesson for us here, we are to be wise as we seek to fill the Kingdom
nets, and strive to invite others without causing offense." One of the many saying of our beloved Ardith Schroeder was that
“It is easier to kill someone with kindness”, meaning, do the right thing, take the high road. Offense can drive people out of
the church, or make it so they never want to enter the doors. Remember we are to fill the Kingdom nets; it is Jesus’ job to
sort out the fish. Our job is to do our part, to trust Him for opportunities to share what we have with others who don’t know
Him, and He will provide the way. Jesus tells Peter to use the coin to pay His tax and Peter’s- they are in this together, and
together they would do the right thing, they would do their part, because Peter, like Jesus, is a child of God. So are you.
Keep fishing and keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (8/14)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Youth Group trip to Mackinaw
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (8/15)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (8/16)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (8/17)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous 3:30 PM
Youth Group - 3 Mile Project - 6:30-10:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (8/18)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (8/19)

Church Office Closed
Ardith Schroeder's Funeral - 11:00 AM
Women's Retreat at Crystal - Through Sunday
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
8/7/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $7,513

Saturday (8/20)

GENERAL NEWS
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We want to use your gifts and skills in worship! If you play an instrument or sing and would be interested in doing so as
a part of our worship team, contact Liisa Erskine. We also have a great need for volunteers for our tech team. If you like
to serve behind the scenes and have a good attention to detail, this would be a great place to serve. No experience or
specific skills required, we can train you! Contact Liisa Erskine (lerskine@cascadechristian.com / 989-225-3697) to get
plugged in.

OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
Annual Church Picnic, Sunday, September 11 – please call the church office to sign up to help with set up, clean up,
and food serving
Heritage Festival, Saturday, September 12 – please call the church office to take a shift to
Host the open house at our 1880’s chapel from 5:00-7:00PM
Help with clean-up from 9:00-10:00PM
Help with hosting the event – from 5:00-7:00
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GENERAL NEWS
WOMEN’S TRIP TO SAUGATUCK
The women’s night out trip to Saugatuck needs to be rescheduled due to schedule changes with Star of Saugatuck
Cruises. We will let you know when the trip is rescheduled. The cost is $30 for the boat cruise, and please bring money
for dining out as well. Call the church office if you’d like more information.

MEET AND GREET WITH REGIONAL MINISTER
TERESA DULYEA-PARKER
Join us on Monday, August 22, for an open house/meet and greet with our new
Regional Minister, Teresa Dulyea- Parker. Teresa is a native of Muskegon and is now the
Regional Minister of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan. The West Michigan Disciples of
Christ Churches are all invited to Cascade Christian for a reception for Teresa in
Centennial Hall from 6:00-8:00PM. We hope you’ll come meet Teresa and join in
fellowship with our sister churches. can use this QR code or call the church, or register at
www.michigandisicples.org/events.

RETREATS AT CRYSTAL CONFERENCE CENTER
Sign up online at www.crystalconferencecenter.org. Call the church office for more information and to sign up to carpool.

MEN’S RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 16-18, 2022
Registration: $155.00 on campus
Commuting (includes meals): $85.00
Registration Deadline: September 2
A weekend retreat for men across the state to be engaged in worship, reflection, and leisure with other men. The
weekend retreat will provide time for work projects (optional) at Crystal, bonfires, vespers, spiritual sessions, and
worship; plus individual reflection and free time. Retreat Facilitators are Bob Cornwall, recently retired pastor of Central
Christian Church, Troy; and Ron Allan, retired professor at Christian Theological Seminary. The focus will be on helping
participants understand better New Testament theme of the second coming of Jesus and life after death.

CASCADE HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Saturday, September 10, 2022, from 5:00-9:00PM
Join the larger Cascade community as we open our church lawns to the second annual Cascade Heritage festival,
sponsored by Cascade Township. This will be a family friendly afternoon of games and activities for the kids, food trucks,
a music and beverage tent, and a corn hole tournament. Cascade Historical Society will have Cascade Museum opened,
and our Chapel will be open as well for tours. We hope the church will come and enjoy this time of fun and fellowship
as we welcome all kinds of people to our campus. Please call the church office if you would like to volunteer as a host in
the chapel or volunteer to help with the games and fun.

UNITY SERVICE AND CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, September 11, 2022
Our annual Unity service will be on September 11 at 10:30AM, followed by a church picnic. Cascade fire Department will
stop by, and there will be food and fun for all ages. We need a lot of volunteers to make this happen, so watch for ways
to sign up to help. We are grateful to Cascade Township for the use of the tent, tables, and chairs from the Heritage
Festival.
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SUMMER YOUTH UPDATE
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
It has been a great summer here at Cascade Christian Church for the youth programs. Pastor Jilll, Adam, and Michael
were able to put on 3 camps, a Vacation Bible School, the hot dog sale, a lock-in, pool party, and many more events as
well (and still a few on the horizon!). We could not have done any of it without the support of this Church. Through
these events, we were able to help spread the word to over 150 youth and young adults. Here are just a few snapshots
from this past summer.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Sunday School for Elementary Students (Pre-K - 5th Grade) continues at our 9:30 service. Join us in learning about
God's love for His People.

CRIB ROOM

The Crib Room is open for kids who aren't yet old enough to join the fun in the Elementary Sunday School. Children will
be well-cared for in a safe environment with our amazing staff.

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL
MACKINAC ISLAND
We have rescheduled the Mackinac Island trip. We will be leaving after church on
Sunday, August 14th and returning to Cascade the evening of Monday, August
15th. If you would like to sign up, please contact Michael Dirksen in the church
office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am Service in the High School
Youth Room. We will be starting a new series in the fall, but until then we will be
mirroring the lessons done in the 9:30 Sunday School Class. We would love for
everyone to join us!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Wednesday night youth group will be returning on September 14th.
Youth Group goes from 6:30pm-8:00pm and is open to everyone 6th
grade and beyond. Please mark your calendars and we hope to see
you there this fall!

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
Middle School Madness is returning on August 26th from 7:00 PM 9:00 PM. (high schoolers are welcome to help!) Join us for games,
food, and a fun Friday evening!
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8.7.2022 SERMON: GOD PROMISES WISDOM
Summer of 2022 has been a summer where we look at God’s promises. And we need those promises as we have not been
immune to troubles. As I have met with some of you this week, you’ve said how this summer has been harder than the first
two summer of the pandemic. But you’re getting through, just as our ancestors did, as they got through the last pandemic100
years ago. Isn’t it something how people keep going? We keep going by the grace of God, and by trusting God’s promises.
We are part of a culture that goes back thousands and thousands of years, we are part of a faith tradition that has seen
God’s glory during hardships for generation upon generation. And while we’ve had flaws and failure as we live out our
Judaeo-Christian heritage, our past also shows us how, by the love of God, we keep going and can keep fishing and growing
God’s Kingdom. We can anchor ourselves in God, and be reassured that all of God’s plans for us and for this world, are good.
Hebrews 6:19 is our summer verse – it is so short. Have you memorized it yet? “We have this hope as an anchor of the soul,
a hope both sure and steadfast.” The writer of Hebrews is referring here to Jesus – our solid rock, our foundation in the chaos,
our still point in the turning world, our Lord, God, and Savior. With Jesus, we know we will get through this, and things will
work out just as God has planned and promised for our good. Today I would like to get specific on some of the things that
God has promised, what God has promised to you - and by looking at God’s promises I pray you will find fresh faith, renewed
joy, and that you can change the atmosphere around you towards the positive, abundant life that we have as followers or
disciples of Christ. Today we’ll look at how God promises wisdom.
When I think of wisdom in the Bible I immediately go to King Solomon. His story is a grand story, he is a prince who follows
his father’s footsteps to become a great and wise king. He faced family opposition along the way, brother against brother in
the succession for the throne, but Solomon is merciful and prevails, he is the heir of King David, David, the great King of Israel
who was known as a man after God’s own heart. Solomon has been depicted in art, romanticized in stories, and legends
surround him – he fascinates people. He rises high and does great things, and he falls when he forgets who he is as a child of
God. We’ll save that part of his story for another day – but now, let’s look at Solomon’s life to see how God promises wisdom.
Follow along as I read I Kings 3:3-15.
I Kings 3:3-15
Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the instructions given him by his father David, except that
he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.
The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon, the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.”
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and
righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne
this very day.
“Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not
know how to carry out my duties. Your servant is here
among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discerning
heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of
yours?”
The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long
life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, I will do
what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will
there ever be. Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime you
will have no equal among kings. And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your
father did, I will give you a long life.” Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream.
He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant, and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings.
Then he gave a feast for all his court.
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So here we have this young man, suddenly King, totally overwhelmed by the task before him, facing family pressure, having
to try to live up to the legacy of an amazing father, being pulled in many directions, including what was the proper place to
worship and offer sacrifices. But what we read first is that Solomon loved the Lord, and it showed in his attitude and actions.
He lived out God’s statues, and he gave fully to God what was God’s. So God came to Solomon in a dream and told him to
ask for whatever he wanted, and God would give it to him. Can you imagine this? Maybe some of you bought a lottery ticket
this week – over a billion dollars was up for grabs, but that’s spare change compared to this offer from God. Whatever
Solomon wanted - he could have it – given by the Creator of the Universe.
The humility of Solomon is one of lessons today – he acknowledged how good God had been to his father, David, and he
knew his father was faithful, righteousness, and upright in heart, and that God’s kindness has now put him, Solomon, on the
throne. And then Solomon says something so astonishing – he tells God that he is like a little child – now, he is a full grown
man, son of a powerful king, a prince – but he describes himself as a child who doesn’t know what to do. He says he is a
servant of a great people, and that he is God’s servant. So rather than ask for billions, or power, or fame, he asks God for a
discerning heart, so he can govern well, so he can know right from wrong, so he can be a wise ruler over God’s people.
And God was pleased with his humility, with his selfless request, and gave Solomon wisdom. And because Solomon asked for
a discerning heart, God gave him riches, and honor, long life, and fame, and there had been and never again would be a King
like Solomon if he continues to walk in God’s ways and obey God’s commands.
So what is wisdom that Solomon so desired it? What is wisdom to you? It is more than you see or feel. There are times when
you trust your eyes, your instincts, your gut, to tell you what to do. But as believers, our faith doesn’t rest on what we see or
don’t see, what we feel or don’t feel. We don’t live our lives by sight or by emotions, we live by faith, by our faith, our belief in
Christ. And wisdom is more that the knowledge that we’ve gained by living our lives. The older we get the more experiences
we’ve had and experience can teach us a great deal – we can learn from our mistakes, we can be street smart, we gain
knowledge from how others have treated us – but wisdom is more than that. Wisdom is not just life experiences. Wisdom is
more than being smart or intelligent. There are many people who are very knowledgeable, and may have multiple degrees,
and be extremely gifted or talented. That does not make them wise. Wisdom is a capacity of the mind that allows us to
understand life from God’s perspective. When we ask God for wisdom, we are seeing as God sees, loving as God loves, feeling
as God feels, caring as God cares. Wisdom does not come to us without God. Wisdom is when our mind, body, heart, and
soul all work together to have a God-honoring outlook. Wisdom is when we truly put God first in all things.
In the next section of 1st Kings Solomon’s wisdom is put to the test when two women claim the same child as their own son.
Solomon had to understand from God’s perspective. You see, both of the women had given birth, but one of the babies had
died, and now both women claim the living child as their own. Without witnesses, without DNA testing, how can anyone
know who the child belongs to? Solomon must decide who keeps this child, he has to discern who the real mother is, and in
one of the greatest dramatic moments of scripture, Solomon orders one of the royal guards to cut the child in two, giving each
woman a half. Immediately one of the women cries out to give the baby to the other woman, just let the child live, revealing
her love for her child by being willing to give him to another rather than have him die. The wisdom of Solomon is revealed –
and the people see in him that God has given their king wisdom to administer justice. Solomon had the capacity of mind that
allowed him to understand a mother’s heart from God’s perspective – that a loving mother would do anything to save her
child.
Wisdom is a capacity of the mind that allows us to understand life from God’s perspective. To gain God’s perspective I urge
you to look at wisdom in the book of Proverbs as many of the Proverbs are attributed to Solomon. He praises wisdom, seeing
wisdom and discipline as the God given ways to have just, fair, and good life. He urges young people to listen to the instruction
of their fathers and the teaching of their mothers. Solomon encourages his readers that wisdom is more profitable than silver
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and yields a better return than gold. Wisdom is more precious than rubies and nothing compares to a life lived well, guided by
God’s wisdom. Solomon also warns those who go after folly, he warns the undisciplined who live for the moment, who go for
the easy way out, he warns those who choose a destructive path.
Here is another simple verse with profound implications that you might memorize.
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Does this verse confuse you? Does it mean you are to be afraid of God? Fear of the Lord is reverence, recognizing that God is
Creator, Savior, all that is holy, good, gracious, and just. Fear, or revering God is the first step in being a wiser person, that
fear puts God in God’s place, as Lord of All, and it puts you in your place, a sinner in need of a Savior.
To be a wiser person, you first fear the Lord. We read this in Proverbs 9:10 where Solomon writes “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” At the time of Martin Luther, during the great
reformation of the church there was a German theologian named Phillip Melanchthon who discussed what it means to fear
God by contrasting filial fear with servile fear. Filial fear is the type of respect and love you have for your parents, the fear of
offending or disappointing the ones you need, those you most love and trust. Servile fear is the fear a slave has for a master,
the fear the imprisoned have for their jailer. There is a big different, one kind of fear is based in love and trust, the other is
based in fear, and possibly hate. We are to fear the awesomeness of God, to revere that God is so great, good, grand, and
mighty. And we are to rejoice that this God thinks you are a great catch. But remember always, that God is God.
Second, desire wisdom. Want this. Want it with all of your being. Desire wisdom with all of your heart, see it as priceless
treasure, as your lottery ticket to the best life. Solomon saw it as more valuable that gold, silver, treasure- and as a wealthy
and powerful king, he knew what riches were. He valued wisdom more.
Third, pray for wisdom. Ask God to help you be a wiser person. Solomon asked, and it was given, and God has not changed.
If you seek God’s wisdom, you will have it, and remember God’s condition with this promise to Solomon, that we too, like King
Solomon, must walk in obedience and keep God’s decrees and commandments.
And then fourth, study God’s word. The Book of Proverbs is packed with the blessings of wisdom and the ways to be wise.
Some of the proverbs make me laugh aloud in their raw honesty as they reflect the human condition.
“Even a fool looks smart when his mouth is shut. If he doesn’t say anything, he could actually look intelligent.” (17:28)
"Endless drip, drip, dripping of a rainy day Is the sound of a bickering wife who can’t call it quits.” (27:15)
“It’s better to eat veggies in a house filled with love than to eat steak served by someone who hates your guts.” (15:17)
Read the Proverbs for yourself, and see if you don’t grow in wisdom – you’ll see yourself in them.
This proverb is not in the Bible, but this is a wise saying I think Solomon would like: The second mouse usually gets the cheese.
God offers us wisdom, and we would be wise to ask Him for more of it. Rather than complain about what we don’t like in our
lives, be it something within ourselves, our culture, our economy, our government, could we, when we get frustrated and out
of sorts, ask God for wisdom in whatever is bothering us? If we stop, ask, pray, listen, and seek wisdom, our lives could be so
much better. I fear we get trapped as we keep trying the same old methods to solve the same troubles in our lives, we keep
going to sources that can’t make a difference, and we don’t learn from making that mistake repeatedly and then we wonder
why we don’t have a different outcome. We can feel trapped when we don’t go to God first. Remember, learn from your
mistakes and the mistakes of others, and seek wisdom rather than complain. Let’s be that second mouse that usually gets the
cheese.
And I understand the complexities of the times we are living in. James 1:2-8 speaks of trials and temptations, of which we have
many right now. James wrote: Consider it pure joy, my brothers, and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because
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you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature
and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is
like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.
Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. Tough seasons come, and we are still in one. But we also know
that tough seasons don’t last forever, this too shall pass. Might we see this as a time of joy as we grow in faith, perseverance,
and maturity as we grow to be who God has created us to be? James tells us times like this come to every life, and if we stick
with Jesus, we will find our stability, we won’t be blown about as if we have no anchor. All we need to do is ask Him, for
wisdom, and for anything else we need.
I’ll remind you yet again that Jesus wants His nets full, and we
would be wise to obey Him. He wants you to be part of His
Kingdom and to bring others in. As I close, I have so enjoyed the
fishing pictures you’ve been sending me. I marvel at the diversity
of fish you’ve caught, from groupers, to salmon, to halibut. Here
are this week’s catch – Johnny Stasiak last winter with a string of
trout, Peyton Steensma Stasiak with a bass, Wyatt, and Waylon
Fonnesbeck with a bluegill. And Pat Carew with I do not know
what that is– a giant goldfish??
I would remind you that in the Kingdom of God, every fish counts, or every person counts. And we are all called to go and
fish. Emily Fonnesbeck wrote to me: After Sunday’s service I realized I had to share pictures of the fish Wyatt and Waylon
caught while fishing with Mead last month. Wyatt of course looks proud, but I had to ask Waylon what he was thinking he
said, “I was excited because I never thought I would catch a fish!”
Wyatt is right – you can be proud and happy to make a catch, and Waylon is right too – we might be surprised that we can
catch a fish – that we as disciples of Christ might change a life and direct that person towards God. But we can, with God’s
guidance and wisdom, make a catch.
Friends, ask for wisdom, and it will be given, God promises this to us – just ask Him. And let’s be wise loving, kind, and
generous as we now pull up the anchor and sail through this next week with Jesus our Lord. You can be sure God will keep
His promises to you – so be wise, go fish, and join Waylon in the excitement – that you, yes you, can be wise and make a
catch.
Amen and amen.
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