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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Our Church Board Chairman, Jeff VanStrien, begins each board meeting with an affirmation that we are a church of open doors,
open hearts, and open minds for Christ, communion, and community. We have experienced that openness towards our
community in a very big way this past week at three wonderful events, and I want to thank the church for taking some risks that
pushed the doors wide open with Cascade Township Heritage Day and our Unity worship service and picnic.
Heritage Day began with the dedication of the park on the corner of Thornapple River Dr. and Cascade Road. This is now Virgil
Westdale Park. Virgil was a long time member at Cascade Christian Church, and served our county in World War II. His life
story is fascinating, full of heroic deeds, and yet he was always a humble man. The dedication of the park is in part due to the
efforts of Lieutenant Colonel Mel Bauman, one of our church members who joined our congregation last March. Our Scout Troop
334 unveiled the stone with a plaque in Virgil’s memory and honor, and Mel lead the American Legion as they raised a flag in
honor of Virgil’s military service.
Cascade Township Heritage Day events followed the park dedication, and hundreds and hundreds of people visited Cascade
Christian’s campus to enjoy the music, the food trucks, the activities for children, the corn hole tournament, and the open houses at
Cascade History Museum and our 1880 chapel. Many people have commented that the center and the heart of Cascade are right
here in the chapel and the museum. We have been thanked many times by many people for opening our church campus to the
community in this family friendly gathering. So many people in our congregation volunteered, and a special shout out to our
chapel hosts: Dick and Ann Byerly, Shirley Folkertsma, Jeff Stuit, Laura Wood, and Jane Wood, and to the museum hosts: Joann
King, Sue Lockhart, Jan Schichtel, and Carol Tiemeyer. Many of our members attended the event, enjoyed the festivities, and
assisted in set up and clean up. Another shout out to all who care for our lawns, trees, and flowers – many people commented on
our beautiful church campus. We had the opportunity to host this Township event, and we knew it was a risk. It turned into a
great blessing as we welcomed our neighborhood to our church home.
The Unity Service and Picnic were very well attended, and it
was lovely to worship God as one people. Our music team
included both Liisa Erskine and Carol Rienstra, and along with
Armand Aronson, Grace Elliott, Debbie Jones, John Duchon,
and Em Syrewicze, we worshipped our Lord and God with
traditional and contemporary music. Lucy Powers and Michael
Armour gave youth testimonies, Rick and Lori Powers gave
powerful elder messages, and it was a day of blessing.
Cascade Fire Department visited us during worship, and
received a lengthy standing ovation, and then stayed and
enjoyed the picnic with us.
Many thanks to Gail and John Duchon and their team for a
delicious sub sandwich picnic catered by J. T’s. The rain came
just as the picnic began, and the tent the Township left for us
to use was much appreciated, and every table and chair were
used. The setup, clean up, décor, food prep, and information
table teams did an outstanding job in making this picnic a
joyful homecoming.
We are a church of open doors, hearts and minds, and
everything we do is to bring about the Kingdom of God as we
serve Christ, communion, and this community. Thank you for
an amazing weekend!
Keep the faith, Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday (9/11)

Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM
6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)
Middle/high School Zoo Trip

Monday (9/12)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (9/13)

Women's Bible Study 9:00 AM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (9/14)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous 3:30 PM
Children & Youth Wednesday night classes - 6:00 PM
Boy Scouts - 7 PM (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (9/15)

Grief Share 10:00 AM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Access 6 Meeting - 4:00 PM
Board Meeting - 7:00 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (9/16)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Saturday (9/17)

Days for Girls - 1-4 PM

Financial giving for
the week ending in
9/11/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $13,816

GENERAL NEWS
GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP TO RESUME ON THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15
10:00-11:30AM in the Church Coffee House
Anyone who has experienced a loss is welcomed to come to Grief Share. A Grief Share session includes coffee and
introductions, watching a 40 minute video on an aspects of grief and grieving, and then a time of discussion. Grief Share
is a 13-session class, the workbooks are an excellent resource, and all of the class materials are free of charge. For more
information or to sign up, call the church office.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY BEGINS AGAIN ON SEPTEMBER
28 AT 6:30PM - PLEASE NOTE THE DELAYED START DATE
All adults are invited to our Wednesday Night Bible study. We will have a six session class for the fall quarter, reading
and discussing Max Lucado’s book “You Are Never Alone”. This book, the accompanying video, and the study guide are
based on the Gospel of John, and will help us to trust in the miracle of God’s Presence and power.
The cost for the book and study guide is $25 per person. The class will meet on September 28, October 5, 12, 19, and 26,
and November 2 from 6:30-8:00 in the adult classroom on the second floor of the education building. If you’re new to
Bible study, Max Lucado studies are a great starting place. To sign up call the church office.

SCAM ALERT!
Church, Several times over the past few years there have been scammers posing as church staff, making inquiries
through texts and emails. All church emails have the staff members first initial, last name and are at cascadechristian.com.
Please check if you get an email that seems suspicious and make sure it is actually from a church staff member. The same
goes for texting. Last week someone posed as Jill and texted church members. The phone number was not Jill’s, and we
urge you to please check before you reply. Thank you.
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UNITY PICNIC

GENERAL NEWS

Cascade Christian Church's 2022 Annual Community Picnic on Sept 11th was a huge success! It was a wonderful time for all who
attended - Even the little bit of rain helped to make our event cozy under the big tent.
We want to thank Meijer for their generous donation of our two sides and desserts, plus Forest Hills Foods for their donation of our
drinks. JT's on Old 28th Street did a wonderful job of making our delicious sub sandwiches the morning of the picnic, individually
wrapping them, and then delivering them fresh.
However, the biggest blessing was that we had so many volunteers who made the picnic a wonderful event for all. A huge thank
you to our decorations team, our pre-picnic food prep team, our outside set up team, our music and communication team, our
display teams, our games/face painting teams, and all those who quickly cleaned up at the end. We even had a spontaneous ice
cream man! It was wonderful to see all the activity that came together the morning of the picnic. Cascade Christian Church is a
community of caring, giving, selfless and fun individuals who make up our family, and we can't thank everyone enough!

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
Rev. De. Bruce Reyes-Chow
Keynote speaker
Regional Assembly Schedule
Friday October 14 6-7:30 pm - Worship Rev. Dr. Bruce Reyes-Chow live stream
Saturday, October 15th
10:00 AM- Business Session, Fellowship, and Mission Projects
1:00 PM - Workshops
Go to www.michigandisciples.org/event/cciw-ccmr-regional-assembly for more information or to register

CAMP CRYSTAL WORK WEEKEND
All are welcomed to spend the weekend of September 30-October 2 at Crystal Conference Center as we prepare the camp for
winter. Some of the buildings will need cleaning and closing, leaves need to be raked, the beach closed up, and other tasks to secure
that camp for the off-season. Please call the church office to sign up and we’ll make sure Eric Strommer, the camp manager will
know you’re coming.

RIPPLING HOPE WORKDAY: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 FROM
8:00AM-8:00PM
All are invited to join Michael Dirksen and Adam Carlson as they bring our youth to Rippling Hope in Detroit. Rippling Hope is one
of the missions we support, and we need work crews for office work, outdoor yard work, and people who can do skilled labor/home
repairs. Please call the church office or email Michael at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com or Adam at acarslon@cascadechristian.com
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Elementary Sunday School is returning to the Sanctuary! Every week, starting on September
11, kids PreK through 5th grade will start in the Sanctuary and participate in opening worship
in the 9:30 service. They will be dismissed from there to go up with Adam Carlson and his
merry band of volunteers to the Elementary room, where they will have Sunday School.
Pickup will be in the Elementary room at the end of the service. As a side note, if you would
like to join Adam’s merry band of volunteers, please let him know! You can find his contact
information on the church website. This week, we are kicking off the Fall with a new
Curriculum, LifeWay's Gospel Project. It is a journey through the Bible, where we hear
about how God has worked with humanity to keep us in step with Him. Every week, the
story connects back to Jesus, so we can always remember what He has done and is doing to
keep us in step with God.

CRIB ROOM
The Crib Room is open for kids who aren't yet old enough to join the fun in the
Elementary Sunday School. Children will be well-cared for in a safe environment with our
amazing staff. Our crib room is available from 9:15 through 12 noon.

WEDNESDAY JUBILEE
Our midweek program Wednesday Jubilee will start up again on September 21, from
6:30-8:00PM! We will be working in concert with our Sunday School curriculum,
strengthening the lesson we learned on Sunday, and having great fun in the process.
Everyone Kindergarten through 5th grade is welcome to join us for a night of engaging
Bible study and fun.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
We provide a night of free childcare for parents once every month! For a few hours on a Friday night, parents can have
some time to themselves. Go on a date, run errands, or just nap in the car! And don't worry, dinner is provided. The next
Parents' Night Out is scheduled for September 23, from 6:00-8:00PM. If you would like your children to attend, please
go to: tinyurl.com/CascadePNO

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am Service in the High School Youth Room. We will be starting a new
series in the fall, but until then we will be mirroring the lessons done in the 9:30 Sunday School Class. We would love
for everyone to join us!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Wednesday night youth group will be returning on September 14th. Youth Group goes from 6:30-8:00PM and is open
to everyone 6th grade and beyond. Please mark your calendars and we hope to see you there this fall!

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
The next Middle School Madness will be September 23 from 7:00-9:00PM. Join us for a night of fellowship, food, and
fun!
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9.11.2022 SERMON: BRIDGE BUILDERS
Today we start a new sermon series on building bridges. There are so many divisions in our world, nation, state, and
community, but none of the things that divide us are as powerful as what unites us – that is our Lord Jesus Christ. As
disciples of Christ, and especially on this Unity Sunday, let’s look at what the Word of God says about building bridges
with our friends and family, and let’s consider that we might stop burning bridges with our enemies. Today, as one
people, God’s people, may we let the Spirit soften our hearts towards others, may we love like Jesus loves, and may we
forgive as God forgives.
Bridges are fascinating, aren’t they? Bridges connect places, connect people, and bring what was divided or separated,
together. If I had to choose a favorite bridge it would be the Mackinac Bridge. It is so functional but also very lovely in its
design. It is hard to imagine Michigan without it as it brings the upper and lower peninsulas together. Imagine how it
used to be – you had to take a car ferry across the strait of Mackinac, or drive around Lake Michigan through Wisconsin
to reach the upper peninsula. The Mackinac Bridge brought our state together as never before. And the Mackinac Bridge
is a wonder! It is five miles long, the towers are 552 feet high, forty two thousand miles of wire are in the cables that
suspend the bridge. The bridge opened in November of 1957, and since then millions of people have crossed it. Thirty five
hundred men worked for over five years to construct the Mackinac Bridge. And it has been worth it. Workers came
together to create this beautiful bridge – long hours, tough work, difficult working conditions, but this was willingly done
for the greater good, for the betterment of our wonderful state of Michigan. Bridge building is worth it in relationships as
well. It may not be easy, you may spend long hours or even years building bridges to span the chasm between you and
another, but bridge building is always worth the effort.
Bridges create connections and wholeness, and we need to be connected. I fear we live in angry and lonely times. We
have muscled through COVID, and these years have been isolating, but even if there had not been a pandemic, people
seem more comfortable and more comforted by their phone than by being with another real, lived person. We prefer
social media to being social with real people. The church, and that means me and you, we can be the span that
reconnects people, we can be a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. You’ll remember the old nursery rhyme
– “Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the people.” The church is people – people together,
in unity, as one as they worship God. These next few weeks I am going to challenge you to build bridges, and to step out
and cross the bridges people have been building towards you.
Our morning scripture is Colossians 3:13-14 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together
in perfect unity.
On this Unity Sunday, let’s think about how to live out this scripture. Bridge building starts with good blueprints. Any
contractor starts with good plans, and the example of Jesus in the New Testament is our best blueprint. Think of the
ways he reached out, the ways he built bridges: With Zacchaeus the tax collector, going to Zacchaeus’s house for dinner,
befriending the man who had been a cheater and betrayer of his own people. Think of Jesus speaking up for the woman
about to be stoned for committing adultery – that those without sin could cast the first stone, and then how those who
judged her and were about to kill her dropped the rocks they had clutched so tightly, and walked away. Jesus told her he
did not judge either, and to go and sin no more. There are so many examples of Jesus building bridges, with outcasts,
lepers, people from other tribes and nations, men, women, children, the young, the old. Bridge building was why Jesus
came to earth, to build bridges with us, and to bridge the gap between us and His Father.
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9.11.2022 SERMON: BRIDGE BUILDERS
Colossians 3:13-14 is part of the great blueprint of Jesus. Paul’s writing to the people of the city of Colossae can be
summed up as put up with each other, forgive, love. To bear with one another means to hold up, to endure, to keep it
together. Paul is saying that we need to hold each other up and endure with, or put up with each other when there is a
disagreement, or a grievance between us. As the Christian Church Disciples of Christ one of our go to phrases is that we
agree to disagree. It sounds so easy! We know this has been hard, a challenge even for good Christian people like us! It
isn’t easy to put up with others, and yet, scripture says we are to hold them up, to support them to come along side and
endure the hardships with them. And as we do this, we might find it is easier then to forgive them as Christ has forgiven
us. When you’re holding someone up, you’re pretty close to them, and their humanity, vulnerabilities, and weaknesses,
are all very apparent. But as you are close to them, holding them, you might also see that spark of God in them, the
image of God, the likeness of God, and can find even in your enemy, something to like, to admire, even to love.
Paul gives us this blueprint on how to build a bridge towards another, but holding up, or putting up with another person
is often where most of us jump out of the process. It’s easy to cancel someone, to avoid difficult relationships. But that is
not the way of Jesus. And thankfully he didn’t choose that path with us. He hold us up, he puts up with us. He enduresHe never, ever gives up on us, and will build that bridge to connect us with the Father until the very last breath we take.
And as His followers, there is our blueprint. To endure, put up with, hold up others, to forgive them, to ask them to
forgive us, and to love. Jesus shows us how to do this, how to put up with, forgive, and love in Luke 7:40-50.
Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.
“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of
them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”
Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.
Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not
give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me
a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but
she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests
began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved
you; go in peace.”
In this story, Jesus talks debts and money, something people then and now can understand. And how often has
something like this happened to you – someone wronged you – and rather than build a bridge or seek unity you think there’s no relationship, and you only give a cold shoulder until that person apologizes to you. Much like the money lender
– we have the choice to put up with the debt, forgive the debtor, or continue to live with the problem. We either forgive
it or live with it. Think about how God forgives our debts:
He hold back his anger; He puts up with us over and over again
He meets us where we are, and offers us grace and mercy.
He always makes the first move to forgive, reaching out in reconciliation
He continues to forgive even as we continue to sin.
The great preacher Charles Spurgeon said, “Suppose someone had grievously offended any one of you, and that he
asked for forgiveness, do you think that you would probably say to him, “Well, yes, I forgive you; But I-I- cannot forget?”
this is a sort of forgiveness with one leg chopped off, it is a lame forgiveness, and is not worth much.”
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What Spurgeon is saying here is that if we begin to put parameters or conditions on how we put up with others, on how
to forgive each other, we increase the gap rather than build the bridge. Here’s a story to illustrate this from Richard
Hoefler’s book – Will Daylight Come.
A boy named Johnny went to visit his grandparents’ farm and was given his first slingshot. He practiced in the woods,
but he never hit his target. Then, in his grandparent’s backyard, he saw a pet duck. On an impulse, he took aim and let it
fly. The stone hit the duck, and it fell down dead. The boy panicked and hid the duck in the woodpile, only to look up to
find his sister Sally saw the whole thing. After lunch that day, Grandma said, “Sally, let’s wash the dishes.” But Sally said,
“Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen today. Didn’t you, Johnny?” And she whispered to him, “Remember the
duck!” So Johnny did the dishes. Later Grandpa asks if the children want to go fishing. Sally smiled and said, “Grandpa,
Johnny doesn’t like fishing anymore.” And again, Sally leaned over and whispered to Johnny, “Remember the duck.” So
Johnny stayed home while Sally had a great time fishing with Grandpa. This continued for several days, and Sally had
Johnny doing her chores around the farm, whispering “Remember the duck!” Finally Johnny had had enough and
confessed to his Grandma. To his surprise, Grandma said, “I know Johnny,” and she gave him a hug. She continued, “I
was standing at the window and saw the whole thing. Because I love you, I forgave you. I wondered how long you
would let Sally make you her servant.”
How about you – are you willing to hold one another up, put up with and bear with one another, and then forgive, and
love? It is the way to build the bridge. Your other option is to hold on to your past, clutch your sins, and let the Sally’s of
the world remind you of your duck.
Jesus has a better way – telling us in Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
A strong bridge between people is built on putting up with others, holding them up, and forgiving them as God forgives
us. Friends, There is freedom in forgiveness, and there is joy in unity. Over and over scripture shows us this is true.
Burned bridges cause pain, they are ugly, smelly, and they serve no purpose. A burned bridge means no more
connection, and unity that is broken. Build your bridges on forgiveness, and you will know joy. The joy of being as one,
being part of the family of God. We have the choice, to build bridges and cross bridges, or to remind people of their
ducks.
The Apostle Peter has the last word on this as he wrote in 1 Peter 3:8: Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy,
love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. May we live that out, and build strong bridges as we hold one
another up, as we bear with one another, as we endure with tender hearts and with humility. We can do this –
individually and as a church community. We can build bridges with Jesus the carpenter of Nazareth, at our side. The
bridge He carried of two crossed beams, the bridge He died on, unites us with God. May we pick up our cross, follow
Him, and build bridges of unity, and of love. Amen and amen.
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