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Week 129

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
On Monday, September 5 we will celebrate Labor Day. For many this is the beginning of the school year and the start of
the fall season of activities. Labor Day began in the late nineteenth century when labor activists pushed for a Federal holiday
to recognize the contributions of workers throughout the United States. The day was to honor those who have made this
country strong and prosperous.
Work, or labor has been around before the beginning of time. As Christians, we know God Himself worked for six days and
rested on the seventh. Genesis 2:1-3 tells us Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the
seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.
Being that we are made in the image of God, there is a worker in each of us, we labor at things to make a difference in the
world as God has designed us to experience the joy of success and the fulfillment of a job well done. Every day we can view
our work as opportunities to serve God through our attitude, perseverance, and labor, and to serve others with a Christ-like
grace.
The Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 3:23: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for human masters.
With the fall school season here, there are many ways to get involved in the labors at church. At our annual Unity worship
service and picnic you’ll be getting a list of our ministries and committees, who to contact to be involved, and a chance to see
some of the work of the church at a ministry display area. I hope you’ll choose to work for the good of God’s Kingdom,
maybe in a new way.
I also want to thank the many people who make ministry possible. I fear if I try to name each person, I will leave someone
out, and if I try to remember all of the groups, I might leave one off. Instead I am going to say thank you to all of you –
including:
Our Board, Trustees, Ministry Chairs, and Committees
The elders and deacons, and all others who are prayer warriors
Our musicians and tech team members, those who sing loud and often in the pews
Those who clean the church and decorate the chapel and sanctuary
Those who cook, bake, set up receptions, and offer hospitality
Those who take care of the grounds, trees, flowerbeds, and who shovel snow in winter
Those who visit the elderly and the sick
Those who work on local, state, and community outreach
Those who work on budgets and those who give to make those budgets into ministry
All of those who work at Vacation Bible school youth programs, camps, the Cascade Christian Child Development
Center, College Box ministry, Sunday School, Scouts, and Wednesday night programs
Those who are willing to take a risk to expand the Kingdom and try new things to bring people to meet Jesus
Those who have labored hard, and then give generously to help the less fortunate worldwide
And our wonderful church staff of Mel Behm, Adam Carlson, Michael Dirksen, Liisa Erskine, Jane Klein and the CDC
teachers, Mark Langenbach, and Caitlin Oke.
God bless you as you celebrate Labor Day, and give thanks to God for all of the people who make your life beautiful and
blessed.
Keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room- 9:30 AM

Sunday (9/4)

6th-12th grade Sunday School - 11:00 AM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 7:00 PM (Coffee House)

Monday (9/5)

Church Office Closed
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (9/6)

Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM

Wednesday (9/7)

Men's Bible Study - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous 3:30 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Thursday (9/8)

Parker Hall's Funeral 11:00 AM
Senior Exercise Class - 1:00 PM
Admin Meeting - 5:30 PM
Al-Anon - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Friday (9/9)

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM

Saturday (9/10)

Financial giving for
the week ending in
8/21/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $7,732

Heritage Day - 5-9 PM

GENERAL NEWS
GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP TO RESUME ON THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15
10:00-11:30AM in the Church Coffee House
Anyone who has experienced a loss is welcomed to come to Grief Share. A Grief Share session includes coffee and
introductions, watching a 40 minute video on an aspects of grief and grieving, and then a time of discussion. Grief Share
is a 13-session class, the workbooks are an excellent resource, and all of the class materials are free of charge. For more
information or to sign up, call the church office.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY BEGINS AGAIN ON SEPTEMBER
21 AT 6:30PM
All adults are invited to our Wednesday Night Bible study. We will have a six session class for the fall quarter, reading
and discussing Max Lucado’s book “You Are Never Alone”. This book, the accompanying video, and the study guide are
based on the Gospel of John, and will help us to trust in the miracle of God’s Presence and power.
The cost for the book and study guide is $25 per person. The class will meet on September 21 and 28, and October 5, 12,
19, and 26 from 6:30-8:00 in the adult classroom on the second floor of the education building. If you’re new to Bible
study, Max Lucado studies are a great starting place. To sign up call the church office.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Tuesday morning Women's Bible Study will resume on September 13th at 9:00 in Centennial Hall. We will be
studying "Common Ground: Loving Others Despite Our Differences" by Amberly Neese. We will learn how the
scriptures hold the key to living at peace despite our differences in the stories of sibling rivalries in the Old and New
Testaments. The study focuses on four sets of siblings and includes a video plus lessons to complete for each. New
members are always welcome!
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LADIES NIGHT OUT

GENERAL NEWS

The women of Cascade Christian
Church had a wonderful time in
Saugatuck, taking a cruise out on Lake
Michigan on the Star of Saugatuck, and
having dinner together at Wick’s.
Twenty-one women attended, and we
enjoyed sharing in Gladys Fletcher’s
90th birthday.
Thank you to Diane VanLeeuwen and
Barb Dykhuizen for organizing our
women’s events.

CASCADE HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Saturday, September 10, 2022, from 5:00-9:00PM
Join the larger Cascade community as we open our church lawns to the second annual Cascade Heritage festival,
sponsored by Cascade Township. This will be a family friendly afternoon of games and activities for the kids, food trucks,
a music and beverage tent, and a corn hole tournament. Cascade Historical Society will have Cascade Museum opened,
and our Chapel will be open as well for tours. We hope the church
will come and enjoy this time of fun and fellowship as we welcome
all kinds of people to our campus. Please call the church office if you
would like to volunteer;
Host the open house at our 1880’s chapel from 5:00-7:00PM
Help with hosting the event – from 5:00-7:00
Help with clean-up from 9:00-10:00PM
There will be a dedication of the corner park in memory and honor
of Virgil Westdale at 5:00 PM.

UNITY SERVICE AND CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, September 11, 2022
Our annual Unity service will be on September 11 at 10:30AM, followed by a church picnic. Cascade Fire Department
will stop by, and there will be food and fun for all ages. We need a lot of volunteers to make this happen, so watch for
ways to sign up to help. We are grateful to Cascade Township for the use of the tent, tables, and chairs from the
Heritage Festival. Please call the church office to sign up to help with set up, clean up, and food serving

SOUP AND SANDWICH
Come join us for the September Soup-N-Sandwich on Thursday, September 15th at noon in centennial hall to hear our
very own Mark Lagenbach tell us about "Rural Life and Ministry in Lakeview, South Dakota.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We want to use your gifts and skills in worship! If you play an instrument or sing and would be interested in doing so as
a part of our worship team, contact Liisa Erskine. We also have a great need for volunteers for our tech team. If you like
to serve behind the scenes and have a good attention to detail, this would be a great place to serve. No experience or
specific skills required, we can train you! Contact Liisa Erskine (lerskine@cascadechristian.com / 989-225-3697) to get
plugged in.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Elementary Sunday School is returning to the Sanctuary! Every week, starting on September 11, kids PreK through 5th
grade will start in the Sanctuary and participate in opening worship. They will be dismissed from there to go up with
Adam Carlson and his merry band of volunteers to the Elementary room, where they will have Sunday School. Pickup
will be in the Elementary room at the end of the service. As a side note, if you would like to join Adam’s merry band of
volunteers, please let him know! You can find his contact information on the church website.“

CRIB ROOM
The Crib Room is open for kids who aren't yet old enough to join the fun in the Elementary Sunday School. Children will
be well-cared for in a safe environment with our amazing staff.

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am Service in the High School Youth Room. We will be starting a new
series in the fall, but until then we will be mirroring the lessons done in the 9:30 Sunday School Class. We would love
for everyone to join us!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Wednesday night youth group will be returning on September 14th. Youth Group goes from 6:30pm-8:00pm and is
open to everyone 6th grade and beyond. Please mark your calendars and we hope to see you there this fall!
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8.28.2022 SERMON: HOME WITH GOD
Jill asked me a few weeks ago if I would be interested in preaching for this Sunday. After discussing with her what I
was going to preach about, we decided that a good topic for today would be something related to the idea of coming
home. This is about the time of year where we’re returning from our summer vacations and settling back in at home.
Kids (and some adults) are returning to school and getting into the Fall rhythm. And when we say we’re returning home,
we don’t just mean that we’re back in our houses. We mean that we’re returning to a specific way of life. So, let’s start at
the beginning - what does home feel like?
Home is the place we can set our bags down. After a long day, nothing feels better to me than to set down my bags
and lay down in my bed. When I set down my bags, I also set down, at least for a few minutes, my cares and worries
of the day. And I just lay there. And I breathe. I don’t know about you, but when I sit with God and talk about my
anxiety, that’s kind of what it feels like. I get this picture in my mind’s eye of me. My problems are a dark, heavy cloud
along my shoulders. And as I rattle off to God the things that I’m anxious about, that cloud lifts a bit. It seems lighter. I
see myself start to stand up a bit straighter. Not because my problems have gotten any better yet, but because I
refocused my eyes to see God in the picture again - and God is a lot stronger than any of my problems. He’s in control,
and that’s why I know that when I’m home with Him, I can have rest.
Home is also the place we gather with our family. We don’t live alone. Certainly, if God is our home, we don’t live alone
and that would be enough - but there’s even more to it. Theresa Dulyea-Parker, our regional minister, was here this past
week. She reminded us that God does not call us to be with Him alone. God calls us to be with each other. He calls us
into community. That has always been the plan. God created us for community and when sin drove us apart, He died to
reconcile us and rose again to live with us forever. Heaven and the New Creation are not going to be us each
individually living forever with God in our own parallel universe. They’re going to have us - one, united, Holy Community.
If our home is with Christ, then our brothers and sisters in Christ are there with us. That means our journey home doesn’t
just affect us; our journey home is a part of the collective story of our community.
Home is the place we can open up and learn who we are. We feel safe enough to open up the most intimate parts of
ourselves. It’s a space where we can trust our vulnerability and self-reflection will be honored and valued. When we
pray, we ought to know that God sees all of us. Even the parts we don’t talk about. Even the parts we refuse to see.
And He loves us. There’s no worry, trouble, or sin that you could ever have that would surprise God. And certainly, none
that would stop Him from loving you. That’s the amazing thing about our Heavenly Father. He never stops loving us.
And it’s in that atmosphere of love and acceptance where we come to understand who we are. Just like flowers, as we
open up in God’s hospitable presence, we begin to bloom.
We see a lot of this picture of Home in my favorite Psalm - Psalm 23. King David writes:
“The Lord is my shepherd; I will not be in need. He lets me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters.
He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for the sake of His name. Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows.
Certainly goodness and faithfulness will follow me all the days of my life, And my dwelling will be in the house of the
Lord forever.”
David knew what it was to be home with God. God’s Spirit was with him. Even as a powerful king, David knew that
the great house he built couldn’t possibly compare with the house of the Lord. And even as a powerful King, David knew
he needed a shepherd. He needed someone not just to rule him, but to protect him and care for him. And he trusted that
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God would be his shepherd, his king. Able to save him, give him rest, and bless him. It’s a beautiful picture. But David
wasn’t always at home with God, was he? No, David still abused his power and committed terrible sin and it took serious
repentance on his part and forgiveness on God’s part to get back home - both literally to his home after his son deposed
him and figuratively as He sought to reconcile his relationship with God. Thankfully, David served a forgiving God, who
did not abandon him, even at his worst. Even when David left home.
There are going to be times in life, and maybe you’re feeling this way right now, where you don’t really know where
you are - but you know that you don’t feel at home. There is a myriad of things that lead us to feel that way. Maybe
you feel that you’ve done something that drove a wedge between you and God. Maybe you’re feeling too brokenhearted to feel at home. Maybe you’ve just drifted and one day you looked up and saw that something was off. Or
maybe you’ve never felt at home, either with God or even in your own home. Or any one of a hundred other reasons.
I’m here to tell you that wherever you’re at, however you’re feeling, God loves you. There is always a way to God for the
first time, and there is always a way back to God. Even when it feels hopeless.
In Luke 15, Jesus tells a story of a young man who left home: the parable of the prodigal son. A son asks his father for
his inheritance early and then leaves his father’s home, spending his money recklessly. When his money ran out and he
fell on incredibly hard times, he realized that he needed to go home. So makes the journey, seeking to apologize and to
offer to be his father’s servant. But the father, when he sees his son, runs out to him, embraces him, and kisses him. He
sends for the best robe, and a ring, and sandals, and has a feast prepared to celebrate for the son who left home had
returned. He phrases it like this: this son of mine was dead and has come to life again. This son of mine was dead and
has come to life again.
That phrase describes so well what it feels like to come home. We might often read that from the father’s perspective,
his son had died. He disappeared and had not been heard from. His son had been in his life, and then he hadn’t. But
surely the son felt the same way. I had been wandering in the world, far from home, close to actually dying. And I came
home. Taken back in and honored. Given food, rest, and love. I found that the longer I was out there, away from home,
the closer I came to death, and now that I am home, I have life again.
That’s home; that’s what God offers. But it’s not always easy to get home when we don’t feel at home. So, I wanted to
share two pieces of advice on how to return home to God. It’s nothing new - it’s just a reminder. If you’re like me,
sometimes when you’re a bit distracted, you forget some of the basics.
My first reminder is this: to get home, we first need to remember that home is where we belong. There is no peace, joy,
or love that we could go out to find that’s better than what God has right at home. We need the humility to admit that
we can’t just go out and live life on our own, by our own strength. Our inheritance is not a sum we can ask for to spend
it recklessly elsewhere. Our inheritance is life in Christ. We are a new creation, designed specifically to abide, to live in
Christ, and He in us. We need Jesus. And He knows that we need Him. He sees our hurt and our brokenness. There is
nothing that we have to prove to Him, no permission we have to seek to feel comfortable living with God in His house.
Like we said before, God’s home is where we can be vulnerable, knowing God will accept us without hesitation. No
matter how you feel or what you’ve done, God doesn’t change. God’s love does not change.
When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, he had something to say about where we belong. He wrote this in 2
Corinthians 5 “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He
died for all, so that those who live would no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose on their behalf.
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Therefore from now on we recognize no one by the flesh; even though we have known Christ by the flesh, yet now
we know Him in this way no longer. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed
away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting
their wrongdoings against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf
of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”
God loves humanity. He saw fit to create each and every one of us, and when we became separated from Him by sin,
He began his work of reconciliation, which Christ carried out on the cross. All the teaching, the connecting, the rebuking,
and yes, the bleeding and dying that Jesus did was to reconcile us to God and to each other. It was to make us righteous
enough, holy enough, worthy enough, to stand in God’s presence. Because we couldn’t do it alone. He died and rose
again so that we who were dead could live. And amid our struggles and monotony, God remains the source of our life,
and only because of Jesus we remain worthy to rest in God’s presence.
My other reminder for you is: If you want to feel at home with God, spend time with God. God is always, always with
you. Even when you don’t feel at Home with Him, God is with you. But quality time with God is what keeps Him in our
focus. If you feel far from God, the first step is to make a conscious decision to engage with Him. Deciding to spend time
with God is not a one-time decision. Many of the ways in which we interact with God take a bit of work. That’s why we
call them spiritual disciplines.. You work at it until it’s a rhythm.
The first decision is the easiest - like getting up on the first day of school. It’s much earlier than you want to be up, but
the anticipation of the day ahead is enough to get you moving. When we decide to spend time with God, we’re excited
about it at first. We feel really good about our commitment because we know it will be worth the effort. But then we get
to the second day. For the next month, it’s work trying to get into a groove. You have to keep making the decision to
spend time with God. Even when you don’t feel like it, those are the times that really count. Anyone can do something
good when they feel like it, but the true test is if you can do something good when you don’t feel like it. But if you
remember that you are designed as a new creation to spend time with God, if you remember that you want to be at
home with God, and if you remember the incredible price that God had to pay to give you the privilege of living with the
Holy Spirit, you might just find it in you to make the choice to be with God as He makes the choice to be with you.
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