October 07, 2022

Week 133

CASCADIAN WEEKLY
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
Back when I used to work in Children’s Ministry, I loved Kid Club, an afterschool class that many of you
went through over the years. My favorite unit to teach the 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders was on the Exodus,
the dramatic story of God’s people leaving slavery in Egypt and finding out they were God’s free people,
a forty year process. The Hebrew people were a lot like us, overcome with many hardships, trying to
figure out what leader to follow, learning to trust God, and eventually making it to the place God had for
them, a place to call home. So much of the Old Testament is about that quest for a homeland and a
search for identity as the people of God. To help His people through these challenges, God gave His
people the Ten Commandments, rules to live by that honored God and respected people.These laws or
commands were lovingly given by a Father who wanted the best for His children.
My guess is that most of us would have a hard time remembering all Ten of the Commandments, and
would be pressed to name them in order. The next five weeks in worship we will be looking at the Ten
Commandments in a sermon series I am calling The Big Ten. Please forgive me for yet another college
athletics illustration, but many of us spend more time on football and basketball than we do on God’s Big
Ten. My hope is by reviewing these commands from God, we can reorder our lives and priorities and live
in the fullness and joy that God desires for us.
Please join us as we look at Exodus 20, and God’s Big Ten:
October 9: Who’s the Boss? | Exodus 20:3-6
The first two commandments are: “You shall have no other gods before me,” and “You shall not make for
yourself an idol.” Who is your boss? The first two commandments help us see that God is in charge, and
no one else. God makes it clear our lives are better if we remember who leads, and who we are to
worship.
October 16: What’s in a Name? | Exodus 20:7-11
The third and fourth commandments tell us to honor God by how we use His name and how we spend
the sabbath. Names matter, and God’s name is holy, God’s day is to be holy. These commandments
bless us as we know God by God’s names and take time to know Him more through Sunday worship
and fellowship.
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October 23: Parental Pride | Exodus 20:12-13
The first four commandments tell us how to worship and revere God, the next six tell us how to love and
respect people.As our Father, God teaches us to honor our parents, and to preserve the lives of others
by not murdering people in our actions or our words. When we obey God in these we honor all
humankind, especially those closest to us.
October 30: Not For You | Exodus 20:14-15
The seventh and eighth commandments tell us not to take what isn’t ours, and that can be someone’s
possessions or their spouse.
November 6: Exodus 20:16-17
Seminarian Andy Elliott will be preaching on the last two commandments that tell us to not lie and not
covet.
Hope to see you as we look at God’s Big Ten, God’s got a winning strategy here – so get in the game
and see you on Sunday.
Keep the faith,
Jill

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUNDAY | 10/9

Pre K-5th grade Sunday School and Crib Room | 9:30am
6th-12th grade Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

MONDAY | 10/10

Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

TUESDAY | 10/11

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Room 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
College Box Ministry | 5:30pm (Centennial Hall)

WEDNESDAY | 10/12

Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Overeaters Anonymous | 3:30 PM
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 10/13

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Walk-In Flu Shot Clinic | 11:00am (Narthex)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Admin Committee Meeting | 4:30pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

FRIDAY | 10/14

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)
Regional Assembly | 7:00pm (Sanctuary)

SATURDAY | 10/15

Regional Assembly | 10:00am (Sanctuary)
Diversity Group | 9:00am (High School Classroom)

FINANCIAL GIVING
FOR THE WEEK
ENDING ON 10/2/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $8,005
SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
126 IN PERSON
39 ONLINE
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GENERAL NEWS
NEW OFFICE HOURS & OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

OFFICE NOW OPEN 9:00AM-3:00PM, MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
As our former office manager, Caitlin Oke, moves on to her new position at Kentwood Schools, our
worship leader, Liisa Erskine, will be taking on the responsibilities of office administrator. Due to the
scaling back of that position, our new office hours will be 9:00am-3:00pm Monday through Thursday
should you need to call or come by. You can also continue to email office@cascadechristian.com with
general questions or needs.

FLU SHOT CLINIC THIS THURSDAY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 | 11:00AM-NOON
Stop by the Sanctuary Narthex to get your flu shot between 11:00am and noon. This is a walk-in clinic,
so no appointment is necessary.

QUARTERLY IN-PERSON BOARD MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 6:00PM | CENTENNIAL HALL
All members of the congregation are invited to attend our quarterly in-person board meeting on
Thursday, October 20 in Centennial Hall at a new time of 6:00pm.

THANKSGIVING DINNER IS NOW A THANKFUL
SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17, NOON | CENTENNIAL HALL
For many years Cascade Christian Church has hosted a traditional sit-down Thanksgiving dinner for
senior members of our congregation and community. In 2020 and 2021 we offered a takeout dinner
due to COVID restrictions.This year we are making another adjustment, and invite everyone to a
Thankful Soup and Sandwich Lunch on Thursday, November 17 at 12 noon. No reservations are
needed, and there is no age restriction. The exact menu is to be announced, but the soups and
sandwiches will include turkey, and the dessert will be pumpkin pie.
We are so thankful for our soup crew of Art Lillibridge, Jan Schichtel, and Deb Wisneski. Many others
assist with set up and clean up after the lunches. We can use more help, especially for clean up on
November 17. Please call the church office to volunteer and we hope to see many of you on the 17th!
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TRUNK-OR-TREAT
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 | 2:00-4:00PM
We invite everyone in the church to bring their vehicle to the church Sunday, October 30th to pass out
candy to our community. Vehicles will be judged for best decorated, best creativity, and best laugh and
win a prize and 2022 Trunk-or-Treat bragging rights all year long! Please have your vehicle parked in the
parking lot at 1:30pm for the event to begin at 2:00. Email or call the church office to register, or contact
Amber Elliott with any questions.

PINE REST CARD MINISTRY
The Social Action and Mission Outreach team is sponsoring a new ministry to provide nine adults in the
foster care system with cards and/or letters for Holidays and Birthdays. These men and women live in
the Westwood Home at Pine Rest, and would love to be remembered with a card or letter in the mail.
Can you help bring cheer to one of these adults? If so, contact:
Mark DeYoung: Kmbdeyoung@gmail | 616-581-8282 OR
Carol Tiemeyer: carol.tiemeyer@yahoo.com | 616-304-2268

OCTOBER SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 12:00PM | CHURCH COFFEE HOUSE
All are welcome at our October Soup & Sandwich Lunch. This month's speaker will be our own Jeff Stuit.
Jeff grew up in the church, has explored the world, and has returned to his roots in Cascade. He will be
sharing a talk titled "A Cascade Disciple's Journey through India and Hinduism." $5 donation is helpful
but not required to cover food costs.

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14-15
Rev. Dr. Bruce Reyes-Chow, Keynote speaker
Regional Assembly Schedule
Friday October 14 7:00-8:30 pm - Worship service live stream
Saturday, October 15th
10:00 AM - Business Session, Fellowship, and Mission Projects
1:00 PM - Workshops
Go to www.michigandisciples.org/event/cciw-ccmr-regional-assembly for more information or to register

RIPPLING HOPE WORKDAY
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 | 8:00AM-8:00PM
All are invited to join Michael Dirksen and Adam Carlson as they bring our youth to Rippling Hope in
Detroit. Rippling Hope is one of the missions we support, and we need work crews for office work,
outdoor yard work, and people who can do skilled labor/home repairs. Please call the church office or
email Michael at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com or Adam at acarslon@cascadechristian.com
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Elementary Sunday School is returning to the Sanctuary! Every week, kids PreK through 5th grade will
start in the Sanctuary and participate in opening worship in the 9:30 service. They will be dismissed
from there to go up with Adam Carlson and his merry band of volunteers to the Elementary room, where
they will have Sunday School. Pickup will be in the Elementary room at the end of the service. As a side
note, if you would like to join Adam’s merry band of volunteers, please let him know!
We are currently working through LifeWay's Gospel Project. It is a journey through the Bible, where we
hear about how God has worked with humanity to keep us in step with Him. Every week, the story
connects back to Jesus, so we can always remember what He has done and is doing to keep us in step
with God.

WEDNESDAY JUBILEE

Our midweek program Wednesday Jubilee has started back up!
We will be working in concert with our Sunday School curriculum,
strengthening the lesson we learned on Sunday, and having great
fun in the process. Everyone Kindergarten through 5th grade is
welcome to join us for a night of engaging Bible study and fun.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT

We provide a night of free childcare for parents once every month!
For a few hours on a Friday night, parents can have some time to
themselves. Go on a date, run errands, or just nap in the car! And
don't worry, dinner is provided. The next Parents' Night Out is
scheduled for October 28th, from 6:00-8:00PM. If you would like
your children to attend, please go to: tinyurl.com/CascadePNO

ATTENDANCE
FOR THE WEEK ENDING
ON 10.02.22:
ELEMENTARY S.S.: 14
WEDNESDAY JUBILEE: 5
YOUTH S.S.: 5
WEDNESDAY YOUTH: 15

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am service in the High
School Youth Room. We will be starting a new series in the fall, but until
then we will be mirroring the lessons done in the 9:30 Sunday School
Class. We would love for everyone to join us!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP

Wednesday night youth group is back up and running. Youth Group goes
from 6:30-8:00PM and is open to everyone 6th grade and beyond. Please
mark your calendars and we hope to see you there!

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS

The next Middle School Madness will be October 28th from 7:00-9:00PM.
Join us for a night of fellowship, food, and fun!
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10.02.2022 SERMON: BRIDGE BUILDERS BREAK BARRIERS
Welcome to church, I am so excited that you have come to worship with us today. Over the last few weeks
we have focused on unity in Jesus Christ in a sermon series called Bridge Builders. God empowers us to
build and rebuild relationship and to reach across the divides, and there are many, aren’t there? But we are
not alone in misunderstandings and division; the New Testament is filled with conflicts between Jews and
Gentiles in the early church. The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus made a way, a bridge for the two
groups to come together. Jesus is the reason that there can be peace, and the reason divided groups can
unite. To build and rebuild, we must break barriers of division that we face every day. By breaking down
barriers, reconciling, and mending relationships we can become united in Christ with those who are near
and those who are far off.
So, bridge builders need to break barriers of division. We’ve looked at various bridges in our state as
examples of spanning divides, and today I want to focus on the Ambassador Bridge that spans the Detroit
River. Not only does this bridge connect Detroit, Michigan and Windsor, Ontario, but it connects the United
States to Canada. The Ambassador Bridge opened in 1929, and is the largest international suspension
bridge in the world! The Windsor-Detroit border is the busiest international crossing in North America. More
than 40,000 commuters, tourists and truck drivers cross the Windsor-Detroit border each day. This bridge
spans the chasms of nations, commerce, and the name implies the bridge’s intent, to be an ambassador, a
representative of the respect and friendship shared between Canada and the States. This bridge reminds
us that we have the opportunity to be an ambassador for Christ, we have the responsibility and the
privilege, as a citizen of God’s Kingdom, to represent light and truth and the grace of God in a world of
darkness.
The Apostle Paul writes of ambassadors in 2 Corinthians 5:18–21
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
This is a message of pure joy! God has reconciled Himself to us by the bridge of Jesus Christ – our sins are
paid, He died our death, and we live in the light of God. Jesus made this way for us, and now we can be
ambassadors, and bring the good news of God’s grace to others. God invites us to be barrier breakers and
peace makers. And I know this is not easy. It took two ½ years to build the Ambassador Bridge: barrier
breaking, and rebuilding relationships take time, commitment, and energy. But once you build that bridge,
there is a level of peace that is like no other. Here is a real life instance when that happened.
During World War II, Hitler commanded religious groups to unite, but not in Christian unity, but as a means
to control them. In the German Church of the Brethren, half of the churches complied, but the other half
refused to follow the orders of a dictator; they followed Christ alone. Those who went along with Hitler’s
order had an easier time during the war, but those who refused faced harsh persecution, many of them died
in concentration camps.
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10.02.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
When the war was over, there were feelings of deep bitterness between the two groups, they were one
church, with a huge chasm to bridge. So leaders from each group met at a quiet retreat where they spent
time in prayer, and examined their hearts in the light of Christ’s commands. Then they came together.
American pastor and theologian Francis Schaeffer had a friend who was at the retreat, and he asked,
“What did you do then?” “We were just one,” the friend replied. As both sides confessed to God their own
hostility and bitterness, they found they could yield to God’s control. The barriers came down, and the Holy
Spirit created a spirit of unity among them. God’s love prevailed and love dissolved their division.
When love prevails, especially in times of strong disagreements, it is the mark of a true follower of Jesus
Christ. When we come together, break down barriers, and work for unity, harmony, and peace we are
experiencing the Kingdom of God.
In the book of Ephesians, Paul writes of the division in the early church between Jews and Gentiles. The
reconciling work Christ did on the cross to brought them unity and harmony. Ephesians 2:11-12 Therefore,
remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call
themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)— remember that at
that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.
Paul is clear about a huge division - that before coming to Jesus, Gentiles were in a desperate place. They
were aliens, strangers, having no hope. They were without God. He reminds the people of Ephesus, and
us, that without the bridge of Jesus, we too have no hope. But God reconciles us to Himself in Jesus. The
Greek word for reconcile is ‘Katallasso’, a word that describes an exchange, as in two people exchanging
money. Paul uses reconcile as a description of people exchanging an old way of life for new. Think about
two people who exchange their different positions for the same position. Trading in an old life for a new life.
2 Corinthians says, “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation.” As we break the barriers among us and building bridges, Christ is our
example of reconciliation. We’re called to be ministers of reconciliation, facilitators of divine exchange.
From old to new, from broken to whole, from offended and hurt to forgiven.
One of the most powerful stories of reconciliation I’ve ever heard is that of Corrie Ten Boom after she was
released from a concentration camp. During World War II she and her family aided the Dutch Resistance
and hid Jewish friends from the Nazis. The cost of doing this took the lives of her father and sister. After the
war she gave talks on forgiveness, helping Europe heal from the rifts and chasms that the war had created.
After one of her lectures, a man came to meet her, she recognized him, how could she forget him? He was
one of the guards at Ravensbruck, the concentration camp, the place she had been deported to, the place
where her sister had died.
The guard asked for her forgiveness, and as Ten Boom reached out her hand to accept, this is what she
describes. “And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me. And as I did,
an incredible thing took place. The current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang into our
joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes. “I
forgive you, brother!” I cried. “With all my heart![1]”
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10.02.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
A concentration camp survivor being reconciled to her Nazi guard, that is an incredible exchange. Only in
and through the power of Christ can something like this happen. Corrie wrote – “When He, Jesus, tells us
to love our enemies, He gives us, along with the command, the love itself.” The love of God is a barrier
breaker, and the love of God makes reconciliation possible, and powerful, and its power is rooted in Christ.
Just as the Jews and Gentiles became one in Christ, we too can break any barrier we face in order to build
the bridge that will close the gap in relationships. Paul helps us to further understand this in Ephesians
2:13-18 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both
have access to the Father by one Spirit.
Paul gives us this beautiful encouragement that when barriers are broken, there is a level of peace and
unity unlike anything else. People have suggested different ways to draw near to God, by keeping the law,
or by belonging to a special group (such as Israel or even the church), but the only way to be brought near
to God is by the blood of Christ. What Jesus our bridge builder did on the cross, suffering in the place of
guilty sinners, has destroys barriers, and unites us with Christ. He has reconciled us to the Father, building
a divine bridge where there once was only a vast chasm.
Let me briefly tell you the reconciliation story of Billy Neal Moore whose troubles began in 1974 when he
and a friend tried to rob a man and failed. Billy’s friend ran away, but Billy went back. The man fired his
shotgun and at Billy and missed, and Billy fired back. “The minute the man died, part of me did too,” Billy
said. He didn’t run, and when the man’s family showed up, Billy broke down sobbing and begged for
forgiveness. Soon, Billy was in jail, awaiting trial and a death sentence. A minister shared with him the good
news that Jesus loved him and wanted to forgive his sins, and Billy learned that no one is beyond
redemption. From prison, he wrote to his victim’s family and asked for their forgiveness. They immediately
wrote back to say that they were Christians, and they forgave him. Then the family decided to petition the
Georgia parole board to commute Moore’s death sentence. In 1991, Moore was paroled from prison,
transformed by the grace of God and by his victim’s family members, who broke many barriers that divided
them from Billy. “When I was released, they embraced me like a brother,” Billy said. Billy has been
preaching the gospel of forgiveness to church groups and schoolchildren ever since.
Much like Moore, when we come to Christ, we realize that in Jesus we can break down barriers and
hostility. Moore’s barriers of prison and bitterness were broken, making it so he could come closer to God
in order to reconcile a relationship that was severed by murder. By any measure, this is an unthinkable
exchange only made possible through the power of Christ.
Paul describes this exchange, this unity, this barrier breaking bridge building that God desires for us in
Ephesians 2:19-22: Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
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10.02.2022 SERMON CONTINUED

Any relational barrier you face today can be broken down with Christ. The pressing question is Are you
choosing to seek the ultimate Barrier Breaker for help or some other means? Anything less than Christ
won’t do. The work of Jesus on the cross is the common ground of salvation for everyone. There doesn’t
have to be any dividing wall between us; Jesus is a bridge builder and a wall breaker. Barriers break
because the Lordship of Jesus is greater than any division - be it political, racial, economic, language,
geography, or anything else.
In Romans 12:5 we are reminded – so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. The church is unified as one body, yet we are distinct as individual members of
the church. In the body of Christ there is unity but no uniformity. We err when we neglect either aspect.
Unity should never be prompted at the expense of individuality, and individuality should never diminish the
church’s essential unity in Christ. Jesus is our common ground; we are one body in Christ.
Galatians 3:28 says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus.” As we break barriers, we become united in Christ. Diversity in the body was God’s
plan. Division was not. This distinction is vitally important as you consider the job of bridge building,
reconciliation, forgiveness, and barrier breaking. Unity among God’s people is beautiful and good, and
hostility and division does not reflect the Kingdom of God to a watching world. Reconciliation is the
heartbeat of God’s kingdom.
As I close, could you hear that we had the pianos tuned this week? A.W. Tozer has said, “Has it ever
occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other?
They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must
individually bow. So one hundred worshipers meeting together, each one looking to Christ, are in heart
nearer to each other than they could ever possibly be...” When we “tune” ourselves to Christ, when we are
all pointed towards Him, worshipping Him, we are closer to each other than we could ever get by any other
means.
Jesus is the key. He’s given us what we need to be people of reconciliation, people who break barriers and
build bridges of wholeness in a fragmented world. So what can you do, today, to build a bridge? What can
you do, today, to close the gap and decrease the chasms around you? It takes intentionality and grit, but it
starts one person at a time. I realize that there is so much hostility and division in the world around us. The
task can seem overwhelming. But I’m reminded of Mary’s words from Luke 1:37 as she considered the life
before her, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” Truly with Him, it is possible. And it can start today with you. Amen and amen.
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