
A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Cascade Christian Church,
This is our season of Thanksgiving, and we have much to be thankful for. Some of you will remember the
old gospel hymn “Count Your Blessings” – and can name your blessings one by one. God is good, and
as we remember all of the ways God blesses us, our hearts exult and sing. Thankfulness is the theme of
many songs – from the great hymns of the faith to country songs from Keith Urban, to the thankful songs
of Kelly Clarkson and Alanis Morissette, gratitude has been expressed in music for thousands of years.
When we take time to be grateful, to recognize how good we have it, how all good gifts come from God,
we rise above the rough spots in our lives, we get to higher ground and can see the goodness of God.
King David’s Psalms speak of his gratitude to God. David had highs and lows in his life like everyone
else – and from his life experiences he wrote beautiful poetry that speaks to us yet today:
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Psalm 9:1-2 I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;
    I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
  I will be glad and rejoice in you;
    I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High.

Psalm 69:30 I will praise God’s name in song
    and glorify him with thanksgiving.

What are you grateful for? Taking time to be thankful, to remember the good things in life is a spirit lifter
and life affirmer. I recognize that it can be tough out there, and some of you have had a really hard year.
It can be challenging to find the good and feel grateful when you’re in the middle of hard times. But
studies have shown that if you take time to examine your life, if you take time to recall all of God’s grace,
we find we have much to be thankful for. It will lift your spirits and attitude if you thank God for what you
have rather than spending time on what you lack. Changing your perspective to the glass half full rather
than half empty will bring you joy.

Through out the Old and New Testament we are a called by God to be thankful in all things. Some of you
who’ve gotten through a hard time can reflect back with gratitude at how God saw you through the
challenge. God is faithful to us – so we can give thanks and rejoice.

Psalm 28:7 The Lord is my strength and my shield;
    in him my heart trusts;
 so I am helped, and my heart exults,
    and with my song I give thanks to him.



WEDNESDAY | 11/23 Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

Church Office Closed, Happy Thanksgiving!
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 11/24

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)

FRIDAY | 11/25

This next week we will celebrate Thanksgiving with special music in worship, and I also encourage you
to thank someone who has made this last year a little easier for you. Give thanks to God, by all means,
but thank someone – make their day by expressing appreciation. When we say thank you, it is a double
blessing, not only does the person you thanked feel good, but it will also make your day better as well.

In closing, thank you for being a church of open doors, hearts, and minds. Thank you for being a
welcoming and loving church family. Thank you to our wonderful church staff of Mel Behm, Adam
Carlson, Michael Dirksen, Liisa Erskine, Nancy Gaskell, Jane Klein, Mark Langenbach, Carol Rienstra,
and all who work in Child Care and the church crib room. Thank you to the leaders of our church board
and committees, thank you to all who volunteer their time to further the Kingdom of God. Friends, count
your blessings, and sing out your thanks to God as you keep the faith.

In gratitude,
Jill

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 11/21 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

TUESDAY | 11/22 Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Room 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
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SUNDAY | 11/20 Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

UPCOMING RECURRING ADULT EVENTS
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP: Saturday, November 19, 9:00am | Meet us in the High
School Room for our next meeting as we discuss the first two chapters of "Be The Bridge" by
Latasha Morrison.
GAME NIGHT: Friday, December 2, 7:00pm | Meet in the Chapel basement for a night of fun and
fellowship. Bring your own drink as well as a snack to share and any games you'd like. Email Debbie
Jones (debbiejones1018@gmail.com) if you have any questions.

GENERAL NEWS

SATURDAY | 11/19 Diversity & Inclusion Meeting | 9:00am (High School Room)
Youth Can Drive | 12:00-4:00pm
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HYMN SING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 | 4:00pm
Join us in the chapel for music, fellowship, and sharing as we sing
some favorite hymns together, immediately followed by cookies and
coffee in the chapel basement.

WOMEN'S OUTING TO IKEA
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 | 9:00am
The women of the church and friends are invited for a day trip to
Canton, MI to go shopping at IKEA on Tuesday, November 29. The
departure time will be announced – either 9:00 or 10:00AM, and we’ll
be back by late afternoon. Please call the church office to sign up.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY STARTING NEW BOOK: "BEFORE AMEN"
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 | 9:00am
The Tuesday morning Women's Bible Study will be starting a 4-week study on Max Lucado's book
"Before Amen" on November 29. Do you wish you prayed more—with more fire, faith, and fervency?
Embarking on a journey to the very heart of biblical petition, Lucado explores the quotable, repeatable,
portable prayer that Jesus gave his first followers when they struggled with this spiritual discipline.
Discover how to have a heartfelt dialogue with God---and let the conversation begin!

CHURCH OUTING: "A CHRISTMAS CAROL"
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 7:30pm
We will be going as a church to see Master Arts Theatre's production
of "A Christmas Carol" on Thursday, December 8. Tickets are $16 for
adults and $14 for seniors (63+). Tickets need to be purchased in
advance, so RSVP to the church office by Monday, November 21.

FROM OUR PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE
Cascade Christian Church Members,
My name is Chris Noordyke, I have been asked by our board to lead the Pastor Search Committee.
Additional members include Darcy Hartley, Gail Duchon, Dana Froumis, Laura Wood, and Jerry
Fellinger. The first step of this process is prayer. God knows who our next pastor is and I would ask
each of you to pray for this person as they prepare to lead our congregation. The next step is
discernment. This is where we will hear from each of you on what we are looking for in a new pastor.

To aid in this process we have built a simple survey and we are asking each member to take time to fill
it out. You can access this survey from this link: https://forms.gle/3Sc7CGyu27rweq7L7. The survey can
also be found in the Church office. Once we have your results, we will present what we have heard to
ensure we heard it correctly. This will happen in the new year. For now we ask that all members
compete the survey, either online or turn it in to the office, by December 15th. 

Thanks,
Chris Noordyke
Pastor Search Committee Chair 

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending on
11/13/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $28,239.50

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
 In-Person: 142
Website: 36 Households
Facebook:  25 Views*
*Viewed at least 1 minute of service

https://forms.gle/3Sc7CGyu27rweq7L7
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We are helping many more families than the last few years, so we especially need
your financial support this year! Visit cascadechristian.com/community-groups and
click "Operation Santa Claus" or just scan the QR Code to the right to safely give by
credit card online. You can also give by check to Cascade Christian Church with
"Operation Santa Claus" in the memo line.

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
Operation Santa Claus will be doing a special "Gloves for Love" collection of gloves and mittens
(preferably waterproof) for children and teens during the month of November. Drop of your donations in
the designated boxes in the Sanctuary Narthex or Office.

DRIVERS NEEDED
We need drivers for Meals on Wheels to bring prepared meals to the elderly who need them. The
meals are delivered to the church in coolers, which then go in your car with a designated delivery
route. We deliver on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, and it usually takes approximately
2 hours. Anyone interested can call Martha Irwin at (616) 706-2152.
We are still looking for drivers to assist with transportation of Gaspard, the senior member of our
Congolese family, to and from his English classes on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
mornings. If you're interested in helping, contact the church office to submit your driver's license
and insurance information before choosing your availability.

GREEN CHALICE PLANNING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 | 5:30pm
If you were unable to attend our first Green Chalice Planning Meeting, you can still get involved. Our
next meeting will be Wednesday, December 7 at 5:30pm in the Adult Studies room on the second floor
of the Education Building. Come participate in conversation and planning around how we can be more
"green" here at Cascade Christian Church, and be part of our denomination's larger effort to be better
stewards of God's creation.

HELP WANTED: CRIB & TODDLER ROOM
The Crib and Toddler room needs 1-2 more people to staff the 9:30 service. This is a paid position. If
you or someone you know are interested in staffing the Crib and toddler room once or twice a month,
please contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com).

JUBAL BRASS SERVICE & BRUNCH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 | 10:30am
We will have a combined worship service with music led by Jubal Brass on Sunday, December 4 at
10:30am in the Sanctuary. Immediately following, the Youth Group will be hosting a brunch. There is a
suggested donation of $5. All proceeds will go towards Camp and Spring Hill. If you'd like to donate food
to support the youth, contact Michael Dirksen (mdirksen@cascadechristian.com).

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who helped rake leaves in the church gardens
and grounds on Saturday, November 12. Mel Behm, the
Property Committee, and the Scout families of Troop 334 were
all present, along with many volunteers. The church grounds
look great and we are ready for winter. Thank you!

ADULT ATTENDANCE
for the week ending on
11.13.22:

Tuesday Bible Study: 10
Wednesday Bible Study: 18
Grief Share: 8

mailto:acarlson@cascadechristian.com


ATTENDANCE
for the week ending on
11.13.22:

Elementary S.S.: 13
Youth S.S.: 1
Wednesday Jubilee: 4
Wednesday Youth: 11

KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 9:30 SERVICE
The Christmas Program will be during the 9:30 worship service on Sunday, December 18. We will have
rehearsals during Sunday School beginning in December and in the week before the program. There
will also be a dress rehearsal on the 17th. We will need multiple parent volunteers, so if your child is
participating, please plan on attending rehearsals with them during the week before the program. If you
have any questions, contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com).

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am service in
the High School Youth Room. Wednesday night youth group is
also back up and running. Youth Group goes from 6:30-8:00pm
and is open to everyone 6th grade and beyond. We hope to
see you there!

WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Sunday, elementary kids are dismissed from the 9:30 service for Sunday School. We are
currently working through LifeWay's Gospel Project, which helps kids discover how God has worked
with humanity to keep us in step with Him. Our Wednesday Jubilee program meets from 6:30-8:00pm
and is working in concert with our Sunday School curriculum, strengthening the lesson we learned on
Sunday, and having great fun in the process.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 | 7:00-9:00pm
This month's Middle School Madness is on Friday, November
18. Join us for a night of fellowship, food, and fun!

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 2:00-4:00pm
Our annual Christmas Workshop of making crafts and ornaments and decorating cookies will be held on
December 11th this year! Christmas Workshop is a fantastic community follow-up to Trunk-or-Treat, and
we are going big this year. If you would like to get involved, we need volunteers for planning, organizing,
and leading crafts. Let’s make this a great event to invite community members into our church.

YOUTH POP CAN DRIVE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 | 12:00-4:00pm
On November 19th we will be collecting cans to help support all of the activities the Youth Group does.
We will be meeting at Cascade Christian Church at 12:00pm and going around to collect cans until
4:00pm. If you have cans you would like to donate, please drop them off at Cascade Christian Church
during those hours.



11.13.2022 VETERANS DAY SPEECH
BY LT. COLONEL MELVIN BAUMAN

On the 11th hour – of the 11th day – of the 11th month, the fighting of World War I ended in 1918. Due to the end
of the "War to end all Wars", November 11th became a universally recognized day of celebration. 8 years after the
end of World War I, the day was declared "Armistice Day" and honored only veterans of that war. Then in 1954,
after World War II and the Korean War, it was renamed "Veterans Day" to honor all veterans who served America
in war and defended democracy. So today, we honor all of our Veterans who unselfishly placed their lives on the
line for our freedom.

Those Men and Women were ordinary people until they heard the call of duty and answered it. They left their
families, their homes, and their lives not for recognition or fame or even the honor we bestow upon them on
Veterans Day, they fought to protect our country – to maintain our way of life.

As we honor our Veterans and remember their great deeds, let us also salute those who are currently fighting for
our freedom. The War on Terrorism has helped us realize how truly unique the American way of life is. The
freedom we enjoy is extremely special, and that is why we must defend it, so now is the time to not only honor
those who have fought or are fighting for our freedom, it is also a time to honor all who are in uniform or have been
in uniform.

The defense of freedom is not just for those in the military, each of us shares that duty and that responsibility. We
don't have to join the military to actively defend our freedom. We can protect it simply by maintaining it here at
home. If we want to preserve our freedoms, we must put them into action – for example by voting in elections or
speaking out against injustices. We must also ensure that everyone feels the benefits of freedom. And we can do
that by volunteering in our communities and teaching our children what it really means to be an American.

Veterans Day isn't just a day for Veterans – it's a day for all Americans. It's a day to remember why they fought
and a day for all of us to begin our journey of protecting our freedom and the freedom of many future generations.
Thank you for honoring our Veterans on Veterans Day. Let us walk toward tomorrow still honoring them – try living
in the freedom they have protected. God bless our Veterans, their families, and the United States of America.

11.13.2022 SERMON: LIFE GIVEN THAT OTHERS MY LIVE
BY PASTOR ARMAND ARONSON

Good morning, my name is Armand Aronson I’m an Elder here and a retired pastor, and I’ll be bringing this
morning’s message. I’m honored to do so and delighted to allow a little reprieve to Jill from sermon prep while she
spent a little time out west with family. Welcome back, Jill.
 
Our text today: John 15:13 –Jesus is speaking:
“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”

A fitting text for Veterans Day because veterans are usually the first ones we think of when we appreciate that
people around us have laid down their lives for their friends. Jesus called that the greatest demonstration of love.

I have a video to share called November 8. No, it’s not directly about election day this year. It’s about November 8,
1965. But maybe all wars are about politics. Anyhow I didn’t plan that coincidence, maybe someone up above did.
Anyhow, this video is not from a movie, it has real Viet Nam footage. It’s mostly about a song called Nov 8, and a
man who was there, Niles Harris, and a man who pulled Harris and many others to safety and was awarded the
Medal of Honor, named Lawrence Joel.
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11.13.2022 SERMON CONTINUED

Remain: either remain in me, remain in my love, remain in his love (that’s God’s love)… because this section is
about the Vine and the branches. So, this is about getting connected and staying connected.
Bear much fruit… that’s the objective, which is not always to win wars; branches that don’t remain in the vine
don’t bear fruit. And fruit equals spiritual growth, joy, peace, patience… 
Love one another …
Commands… 
Ask…and receive! …count on God for help.
LOVE …. 
JOY
Friends

And, I should mention, for the sake of young children and those who are sensitive to war scenes that you might
want to leave the room for a few minutes or close your eyes during the song. If you choose to stay.  Also, there are
tissues at every pew. Please share them as needed. There is a line in the song, that says, “The angels were
crying,” you might, too, I know I tear up every time I see this. Anyhow, brace yourselves, there are some brief
images of wounded people, it’s not like the movie Saving Private Ryan, but it will touch some people deeply; and
there is some alcohol usage. 

Then after we view it, I’d like to get interactive with you about how it fits with the message. Not a quiz, but a
discussion question. The things I’d like you to consider as you watch are: 1. who do we see ‘laying down their life
for their friends?’ Not necessarily by names, but by who does what. There may be more than one correct answer.
And the other question #2 is: what do we mean by friends?

8th of November Video, by Big & Rich

Okay, let’s talk about this news clip from 1965. I’ll go first while you collect your thoughts. In 1965, I was a Senior
in high school. Our student council had a project to send cookies with notes of appreciation to our troops in Viet
Nam. It seemed so far away, and you can’t really know war from far away. Then in 1968 & 69 I was over there.
And the cookies were all gone. I was a door gunner on one of those ‘choppers,’ a Huey helicopter serving in a
place called Quan-Tri.We were flying near the DMZ, and Khe San, which is right next to Laos near the Ho Chi Min
trail. I’m not going to answer my questions though, because I’m looking for your comments. From the clip… or
your lives… who laid down their lives for their friends? 

Okay… Now answer me this? Which came first, Jesus or Veterans Day? Everyone say, "Jesus." Right. So the
next question is for me. Well, what then was Jesus talking about? What’s the broader context for this verse that fits
veterans so well. Don’t get me wrong, veterans certainly deserve to be honored for their service, but so do some
others. And there is kind of a double-edged sword challenge applied to people based on this verse. By that I
mean, it’s one thing to say thank you for serving, it’s another thing to say… prove that you love us by going to war.
That has happened. Probably more in Britain abound WW1, but in many other instances as well, I’m sure. 

So, let’s look at the larger context: John 15:7-17 Listen for these words and phrases that are repeated, which
include:

John 15:7-17 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. “As
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as
I have loved you.
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11.13.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do
what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that
will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love
each other.

John said so much here that it’s almost overwhelming. We need to ask ourselves what comes to the very top of
these priorities.  So, just to be simple and clear. It’s all about love. The command is to love each other. The
essence of this message has been re-interpreted so many ways:

The Beatles said, "All you need is love.” Charles Shultz, said through Snoopy sitting on his doghouse, typing on
his typewriter: "All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt.” And the Apostle Peter in 1
Peter 4:8-10 (NIV) Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. And Paul said it this way: Romans 12:1
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.

I think the words about offering your bodies says the same thing as laying down your lives as a living, LIVING (not
necessarily dying or risking death) … remember, that’s where we started: as a living sacrifice. John 15:13 (NIV)
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. And then later in 1st John, not the
gospel of John, he sums it up again: 1 John 3:16–24 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters (Again he didn’t say die, or go to war,
even though that’s a good example).

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we
ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name
of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. The one who keeps God’s commands
lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us (and
this is about as Trinitarian as it gets… we have confidence before God because we believe in Jesus and live in
Jesus which we know by the Holy Spirit.) Amen?

Okay… take a breath… It’s time for more participation. Same question as before, new answers please:
…. from the clip… or your lives… who laid down their lives for their friends? Or, you can also make it present
tense… who is laying down their lives for their friends? 

So then the question is: what next? What is the next thing I can do to live into this text? What is the next thing you
can do to live into this text? Well, the next thing I can do is invite you to lay down your life to your friends, and to
your Christ. Or, if you haven’t yet dedicated your life yet to Christ, to do that now. If you’re not a member here now
and would like to be you are also welcome, we would love to welcome you in with just your positive response to
the question; Do you believe in Jesus Christ the Son of the one true God and accept him as your Lord and Savior.

So, if any of those things are on your mind and you’re kind of leaning toward them, that’s probably the Holy Spirit
calling you. And we invite you to come forward during our next song and publicly proclaim that. But, I’ll also tell you
that it isn’t the coming forward here or joining Cascade Christian that makes you a child of God it is believing in
Jesus, which you can do in your seat here or at home or anywhere anytime God calls you. The details of joining
can always be handled later. 8


