
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

As I write this it is Cyber-Monday, and my email box keeps chiming to remind me look and check out the
deals and bargains, to hurry and shop before midnight when the special offer is gone. It makes me smile
as I recall the skit that was shared yesterday at the 9:30 service, an original skit written by Ron Hurd. In a
modern retelling of “A Christmas Carol”, Ron, Armand Aronson, Gail Duchon, Chuck Dykhuizen, and
Rick Tiemeyer addressed the commercialism of Christmas with a quiet reminder to remember whose
birthday it is.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

1

December 2, 2022 Week 142

CASCADIAN WEEKLY

Today Dan Hickey shared a similar message with me. Local
businesses and the Knights of Columbus have installed
these billboards around Grand Rapids. The drawing on the
billboard is a lovely sketch of the stable with Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph, in the distance the wise men approach, and a
beautiful night sky with a huge Christmas star completes
the picture. This artwork was made by a nine year old
named Molly. “Keep Christ in Christmas” is the message,
and it is a timely reminder for all of us.

This time of year is so loving, lovely, beautiful, gentle, and filled with the great mystery that God comes
down to be one of us in Jesus, the Christ. And this time of year is full of obligations, deadlines, to-do
lists, shopping lists, details, stretched finances, and loneliness. The artist Molly and our drama team
remind us – this is all about Jesus. They remind us that whatever way we celebrate or decorate – it is all
about Jesus. They let us know what the angels sang – Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
and goodwill to all. A baby is born in Bethlehem, and He is Christ, the Lord.

A few of you have expressed your frustrations with this time of year, and your honesty about your
anxiety is appreciated – this is a wonderful time and a difficult month. That is why I have chosen to do a
sermon series called “Be Born in Us Today”. Join us each week in worship as we journey closer and
closer to Bethlehem, look at the Word of God, and celebrate God’s goodness with music and song. Yes,
there are frustrating moments this time of year, but we also celebrate our most high and holy days.
Come and be among God’s people, sing the old familiar carols and hear some new songs that will
rekindle joy in your heart. Come and be a blessing to a child – go to the Christmas Workshop, make
some ornaments, help at one of the tables, giving a child not only decorations to cherish but a lifetime of



WEDNESDAY | 12/7 Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

Grief Share | 10:00am
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Admin Meeting | 4:30pm
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Choir Rehearsal | 6:30pm
Church Outing to "A Christmas Carol" | 7:30pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 12/8

TUESDAY | 12/6 Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Worship Committee Meeting | 5:30pm
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Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)
Operation Santa Claus Packing Day

FRIDAY | 12/9

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 12/5 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 12/4 Jubal Brass Worship Service & Brunch | 10:30am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending on
11/27/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $6,999.10

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
 In-Person: 141
Website: 55 Households
Facebook:  10 Views*
*Viewed at least 1 minute of service

good memories. Come to the annual Children’s Christmas Program – Sunday, December 18 during the
9:30 service, the children are so excited to share this with you! It has long been my experience that no
one tells the story of the birth of the Christ Child better than children. Come to hear Jubal Brass this
Sunday as they share the music of Christmas under the direction of Dr. Mark Taylor. Come and help
Operation Santa Claus and donate to this cause. It is lovely to remember on Christmas morning that
you’ve helped to bring Christmas to a child in need. 

Christ is born in us anew daily – and this is the season to revel in God’s grace and to kneel in awe at
God’s goodness. Christ comes to us – bringing blessing, bringing renewal, bringing guidance, and
bringing power. Don’t miss out! Come and be part of the glory of Advent and the joy of Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. There is a birth to celebrate, and God sends you this invitation. Come and worship,
worship Christ the newborn King.

See you in church and keep the faith,
Jill
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GENERAL NEWS

JUBAL BRASS SERVICE & BRUNCH
THIS SUNDAY | 10:30am
We will have a combined worship service with special music led by Jubal Brass this Sunday, December
4 at 10:30am in the Sanctuary. Immediately following, the Youth Group will be hosting a brunch. There
is a suggested donation of $5 and all proceeds will go towards Camp and Spring Hill. Don't miss this
special service and longstanding tradition at Cascade Christian Church!

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS | 6:30pm
Our Wednesday Night Advent Bible Study is meeting now through December 21. All are welcomed as
we study and prepare for the advent of Christ Jesus. This is an easy study that will parallel our sermon
series and Advent devotional books. Please join us for four sessions: Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, and 21 in
the adult class room on the second floor of the Education Building.

PASTOR SEARCH DISCERNMENT SURVEY
Our Pastor Search Committee wants to hear from you on what we are looking for in a new pastor. We
have built a simple survey and we are asking each member to take time to fill it out by December 15.
Click here to take the survey online. Paper copies of the survey can also be found in the Church
office, Sanctuary Narthex, and Chapel entryway.

We could also still use your financial support as we are helping an extra large number of families this
year. Click here to safely give online, or by sending a check to Cascade Christian Church with
"Operation Santa Claus" in the memo line.

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
On December 9 we will have a goodie bag of Christmas treats and Advent devotionals for our senior
friends and neighbors. These will need to be delivered to their homes, and volunteers are needed to
make this happen. If you can deliver a few bags and make a few visits, please call the church office.

CHRISTMAS DECOR
DECORATE THE CHAPEL CHRISTMAS TREE
All are invited to decorate the Chapel Christmas Tree on Tuesday, December 6 at 2:00PM. There
might be a Christmas cookie or two if you come to help. No need to call the office to sign up – just
come and join us.

And a special thank you to all who decorated the sanctuary for Advent. Holly Froumis, Marsha
Steensma, Kathy Hurd, Heather Bacle, and all others who helped – thank you for making the
sanctuary look so lovely, and thank you to Shirley Folkertsma for bringing flowers and decor to the
chapel each week.

https://forms.gle/3Sc7CGyu27rweq7L7
https://cascadechristian.breezechms.com/give/online?fund_id=240464
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DRIVERS NEEDED
We need drivers for Meals on Wheels to bring prepared meals to the elderly who need them. The
meals are delivered to the church in coolers, which then go in your car with a designated delivery
route. We deliver on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings and it usually takes approximately
2 hours. Anyone interested can call Martha Irwin at (616) 706-2152.
We are still looking for drivers to assist with transportation of Gaspard, the senior member of our
Congolese family, to and from his English classes on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
mornings. If you're interested in helping, contact the church office to submit your driver's license
and insurance information before choosing your availability.

UPCOMING ADULT EVENTS
GREEN CHALICE MEETING: Wednesday, December 7, 5:30pm | Join us as we continue to
discuss and plan how we as a church can be better stewards of God's creation.
SOUL WARMERS: Monday, December 12, 2:00-4:00pm | All women are invited to an afternoon of
knitting and fellowship.
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP: Saturday, December 17, 9:00am | Meet us in the High School
room as we read and discuss Latasha Morrison's book, "Be the Bridge."

RECEPTION FOR THE ELLIOTTS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 10:30am
Our beloved seminarian, Andy Elliott, will be moving to North Carolina at the end of December. Andy,
his wife Amber, and daughters Grace and Lexi have been such a joy. In their time here at Cascade
Christian they have brought love, light, fresh ideas, and wonderful energy. We will miss them so very
much, and want to send them on their way with a farewell reception on Sunday, December 18 at 10:30
in the coffee house. Please join us to celebrate the Elliotts and thank them for their ministry. 

SNOW SHOVELERS NEEDED
We are in need of 8 people to shovel the snow on Sunday mornings. This involves arriving at 8:00AM
and shoveling the sidewalks by the sanctuary, coffee house, the back steps of the chapel, and the
walks by the education building. We have heated sidewalks at the front and side of the chapel, which
makes the task much simpler. Mel Behm has shovels, salt, and a snowblower ready for volunteers to
use. If you can volunteer for this ministry, please call the church office. You will be assigned to one
Sunday a month, December through March. Thank you!

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 9:30 SERVICE
Mark your calendars for the Children's Christmas Program, which will be shared during the 9:30am
service on Sunday, December 18. Don't miss this special presentation of the Christmas story.

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 2:00-4:00pm
Our annual Christmas Workshop of making crafts and ornaments and decorating cookies will be held on
December 11th this year! Christmas Workshop is a fantastic community follow-up to Trunk-or-Treat, and
we are going big this year. If you would like to get involved, we need volunteers for planning, organizing,
and leading crafts. Let’s make this a great event to invite community members into our church.
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PARENTS CHRISTMAS SHOP PITSTOP
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 | 10:00am-12:00pm
While you go Christmas shopping, we will care for your children birth through 5th grade! There will be
plenty of crafts, games, and snacks and we'll put on a movie. Drop-off and pick-up in Centennial Hall.
An RSVP is required for this event, click here to sign up!
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 9:30 SERVICE
The Christmas Program will be during the 9:30 worship service on Sunday, December 18. We will have
rehearsals during Sunday School beginning in December and in the week before the program. There
will also be a dress rehearsal on the 17th. We will need multiple parent volunteers, so if your child is
participating, please plan on attending rehearsals with them during the week before the program. If you
have any questions, contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com).

LITTLE CAESARS FUNDRAISER
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be doing a fundraiser for Spring Hill and Camp
over the month of December. They will be selling homemade pizzas from Little Caesars. If you would
like to support them, please contact Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com. If you know
of someone who would like to participate, please have them also contact Michael.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 2:00-4:00pm
Kids and families are invited to celebrate Christmas with us at our annual Christmas Workshop. We
have lots of children's crafts to make and cookies to decorate, so grab a friend or neighbor and join in
the festivities!

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 6:30-9:00pm
Join us for a special Wednesday Night Youth Group where we will be celebrating Christmas together
with a white elephant gift exchange, Christmas snacks, games and much more. This week, because
you all are on Christmas Break, we will be meeting from 6:30-9:00pm. We hope to see you there!

WINTER GAME DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 | 4:00-800pm
The Middle School and High School Youth Group will be getting together in the High School Youth
Room for a winter game day! Dress for the weather, and come prepared to play lots of games and
have a good time with everyone after Christmas. Dinner will be provided! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec583e7G1D72QOWKvnNGnN6dn03od3cGHjmnkSfJy_QqECBg/viewform
mailto:mdirksen@cascadechristian.com


11.27.2022 SERMON: BE BORN IN US TODAY | BRINGING BLESSING
What do you remember about the day you were born? My guess would be, not too much! You might
remember an early birthday celebration, but most of our memories go back as far as about age four and not
much earlier. Yet, being born is one of the most significant events of your life – your first breath, the first time
you see the faces of your mother and father. How you heard the first sounds, your own cries, the loving
words of those who greet you, the first touches as they cleaned, swaddled, and held you close. It is no
wonder that we celebrate your birthday – it was a big day for you.

And as amazing as you are, there is still more to celebrate about you. You aren’t just born once, but born
again, and maybe many times over. I am not speaking of something like reincarnation, but about the
Incarnation – the birth of Jesus, and how you are spiritually born again in Him, today and every day. Jesus
enters into us daily to strengthen us, support us, renew us, and save us from ourselves. And that is even
more wonderous than your own beginnings, because having Jesus in you and with you means you grow to
be who God created you to be, and you become more and more like Jesus in the living of your life.

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the four Sundays before Christmas, this season where we prepare our
hearts and minds to welcome the Christ Child into our midst once again. This is a loving and lovely time of
year, a time that brings us blessings and renewal, a time where we look to God for guidance, and a time to
revel in the power of God as God crosses the barriers between heaven and earth and becomes Emmanuel,
God with us.

On this first Sunday of Advent, our children light one advent candle- the candle of hope and preparation, the
Bethlehem candle – it is the light that starts our journey to the manger. Today, as we begin the season of
Advent, we look at how Christ is born in us today, and brings us blessings. On this swing weekend as we
move from Thanksgiving to Advent, let’s give thanks for all of the blessings we have as we start our walk to
Bethlehem. Our walk today begins in Genesis 12:1-3, The Call of Abram:
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the
land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

This passage takes us back almost to the very beginning, and it may not seem like a very Christmassy place
to start. But the parallels are there – Abram and his wife Sarai are told they will have a miraculous child, that
they must trust God and journey, and that through their family line the world will be blessed. God tells Joseph
and Mary something similar – that they will be the earthly parents of the most miraculous Child, God’s own
Son, and that they will need to take a journey – and need to trust God, even when this journey is uncertain,
uneasy, and unclear. Journey anyway God tells both couples – because when you go with God, you will be
blessed. Abram and Sarai are blessed, and through their son Isaac, we have the twelve tribes of Israel, we
have the beginnings of our faith – we are part of that great nation of blessed believers in the One True God. 

Abram and Sarai also heard from God that their descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the
heavens. Have you looked up lately? Have you gone outside and looked at the stars? The James Webb
Space Telescope is doing that for us- and is revealing the vast universe, the expansive creativity and power
of God. The images might make you feel small, as this telescope shows us what we couldn’t otherwise see:
galaxies, stars, beyond count, almost beyond imagination.
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11.27.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
It might make you feel small, until you realize the Creator of these stars cares so much about us that He
came to be among us and with us in a form we could understand, one we can hold in our arms, the Creator of
all things chose to become a Child and be very close to us and forever with us.

For this to happen, two descendants of Abram and Sarai get swept up in the plans of the Creator, and they
are Mary and Joseph. From the beginning, God had a plan for them, and chose them from the multitude of
descendants of Abraham. Have you ever looked for someone in a crowd? When I have been in a sports
arena, and know that some of my friends are also there, I look through the thousands of faces, and I usually
can find them – Jackie and Bill Sleeman, Holly and Chuck Bacle cheering on Spartan basketball, finding
Roxy Partak Boone and Jeremy James in the student section. Out of the crowd, out of the multitude, God
chose people like Abram, Sarai, Mary, Joseph, you, and me to build His Kingdom. It can be easy to get lost in
the crowd. Remember the popularity of the Where’s Waldo books back when? God knows where to look, and
when God wants one of us Waldos to do His work, He finds us. God found what He wanted in these four –
and He blessed Abraham to be a blessing, and He blessed Mary and Joseph to bring the greatest blessing
the world has ever known.

We live among a culture of many, of multitudes – and identify ourselves by the groups we belong to- our
church, our school, our company, our team, and we define ourselves by these communities we cherish, by
these relationships we hold dear, by the culture we are born into, and more and more we think globally,
because we have to. We care about what happens on the other side of the world as it impacts our daily lives.
And this can be a blessing, that strong sense of the many, because that sense of the many can bring us to
community, community in Christ, to church, to a relationship with God due to the care and commitments of
our family of faith. We are each wondrously and uniquely made, full of possibilities at our birth, but we are not
meant to be alone, being in community ought to lead us ultimately to a relationship with God. 

But in so many ways we can lose ourselves in the multitude. And that’s the challenge, to not lose oneself
along the way. The answer is found in Christ, and to acknowledge that God is working His divine plan to save
the world, the whole world, through Jesus. God has not lost sight of you in the global crowd - it is true that
God so loved the world that He gave us Jesus, and it is also true that God loves you intimately – knowing the
number of hairs on your head and every thought that is on your mind. There can be a lot that is between you
and God – the troubles of the world, your own rebellion, apathy, or anxiety. but God cuts through all barriers,
and brings you hope and blessing on this first Sunday of Advent.

God saves the many, and God did that through the One, the One people had waited for, the descendant of
Abraham that would be the Messiah. And Jesus came, and saved the masses, and yet He saw people as
individuals, and invited them to follow Him. God sees us individually, and out of all of the women of the world
God saw the heart and spirit of Mary, and chose her to bear His Son, the Child of Promise, the Child who
would bring hope and blessing to the world. 

Here is how that happened: Mary’s cousin was pregnant with another special child, John the Baptist, and not
unlike Sarai of old, Elizabeth was having this child as an older woman, a miracle to be bearing a child at this
stage of her life. Luke 1:26-56 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
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11.27.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in
her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.”
 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Mary is blessed to be a blessing – Mary is divinely blessed to be the Mother of the Son of God. Blessed is a
peculiar word. I use it a lot as a pastor, especially when I pray for people. To bless is to speak or act
favorably towards someone – and when we ask God to bless people, we seek God’s favor for them. God
blessed Abram and Sarai, God blessed Mary as the angel Gabriel spoke with her about what was to be, and
God continues to be in the business of blessing. It took 41 generations and thousands of years, but the
blessing of Abraham came down through his family tree to Joseph and Mary, a humble couple that were
engaged to be married.

As Mary and Joseph trusted Gabriel’s words, as they wrestled with the reality that this was really happening
and that they had been found and chosen by God to be the earthly parents of the Messiah. They were not
just blessed by God, but they were to be a blessing for others. What if Mary had refused Gabriel’s message
or Joseph had divorced her as the law said he could do as he knew the Child was not his own? What if they
gave into the gossip and pressure of being pregnant and not yet married? But the will of God and the
goodness of this couple cut through the what ifs and they helped make it so you and I can call ourselves
Christians. Mary said it so well - “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Because our ancestors in the faith chose to take God’s blessings and become a blessing for the rest of us,
Christ lives in us. But this is not just so we can feel good about ourselves and feel secure in our future, but
that we can then in turn be a blessing to someone else. And you can do that by simply existing in this world
as a Christian. Today we celebrate that we are part of a long family tree of blessing – a small twig to be sure,
but still part of the tree. Generations after us will remember little if anything about us, but what we do in faith
will continue to live on in the world long after we are gone. People are impacted by the faith we share as we
exhibit it in our existence. It might be in how you care for your parents, children, or spouse; it might be what
you did in worship, or how you were generous with what you have, it might live on in how you helped
someone in need, or how you prayed for them. There are thousands of ways faith can be exhibited, but the
most important is that you exist to love and be loved in the same manner of Jesus Christ.

Mary said yes to the angel Gabriel, and said yes to God. Joseph did too, and we join them today, in hope and
preparation as they make their long trip to Bethlehem. As they journey, they are blessed, and they carry
blessing forward with them. The blessing they carry is for a thousand generations – for you – for all people
you care about – for all who are yet to be born, and for all who came before you. This advent season, as we
celebrate Christ born again in us – can you do two things?
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11.27.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
Can you recognize how deeply you are loved, how God sees you in the crowd of humanity, how God looks
for you and looks out for you. You might feel like you’ve been lost – but God has always known exactly where
you are, and He will never let you go. Can you accept that blessing and choose to follow His Son?

And second, can you be a blessing to someone else? This season more than any has opportunities to share,
care, give, visit, gift, love and bless others. There is someone who needs to be blessed – they need your
favor; they need the light of Jesus that maybe only you can bring.

After Gabriel’s visit Mary went and stayed with her cousin Elizabeth. The two women reveled in their miracle
pregnancies. Mary’s joy was so deep she sang about it – these are the words of the song of Mary in Luke
1:46-55. These words are not just her song, but they can be your song as well. And Mary said: “My soul
glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble
state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done
great things for me - holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to
generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled
the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our
ancestors.”

This same God is for you – this same God blesses you and is merciful to you. This same God will fill you with
what you truly hunger for, this same God is mindful of what you need. God wants to bless you – and all other
descendants of Abraham. 

This is the good news of Christmas. Christmas is meant to be celebrated as a community, as a family of
believers, and this is why we carol, put up bright lights, bring in the greens and bake the cookies. The
message of peace on earth and goodwill to all is God’s truth, so celebrate, enjoy, and be blessed. And this is
the good news of Christmas, if you feel lost in the shuffle, alone when all others are celebrating, God is there
with you. God comes to each one of us, one by one, and God brings blessing. And to those of you who work
to be a blessing to others – God has always had a heart for people like you. So it was with Abraham. So it
was with Mary. And so it is with Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, Messiah. Christ is born for us, and Christ was born
for you. This Christmas, may God find you among the many, and bless you to be a blessing.
Amen and amen.
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