
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
It has been such a joy to spend the first two Sundays of Advent together. Back in 2020 we were not
meeting in person, and worship was pre-recorded or live streamed from a very empty sanctuary.  It was
such a strange time, and yet the church worked hard and faithfully to change and adjust what was
needed to continue to be a church of open doors, hearts, and minds serving Christ, communion, and this
community.  I am grateful we can be together again, and I hope you’ll join in the Advent activities that are
ahead.

December 4 was a joyful Sunday as we worshipped with the music of Jubal Brass. We sang the old
carols, heard new arrangements, and our hearts were lifted high as Dr. Mark Taylor and Jubal Brass
played so beautifully. The music brought me back to thinking of other songs we’ve heard Jubal Brass
play over the 47 years they’ve been here, in particular the Appalachian folk carol “I Wonder as I
Wander”. The lyrics include this verse:

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”  So they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

LUKE 2:15-16

Throughout the history of God’s people there have been times where people have wandered, and then
found their way home. The pandemic sent all of us wandering, and wondering how things would change
and what would endure. Wandering and wondering is part of being human. God has designed us with
souls that know there must be something more than the here and now of the world around us. We are
seekers, people who look deeper, people who wonder at the mystery of God becoming a human child,
born into poverty to humble parents. We miss so much if we don’t take time to wander and wonder over
the birth of Jesus. In the hastiness and busyness of Christmas preparations, give yourself the blessing of
a detour and take a moment to walk towards Bethlehem.

Advent is new every year, as we change with each year. The journey is different, but the destination
remains the same – a stable, a manger, running shepherds, echoes of angel song – all coming together
in the Child of Bethlehem. The shepherds in Luke 2 left the sheep to go and see what the angels told

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
For poor ornery people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.



Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 12/14

Grief Share | 10:00am
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Soup & Sandwich Lunch | 12:00pm
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Board Meeting | 6:00pm (Via Zoom)
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Choir Rehearsal | 6:30pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 12/15

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Office Closed for Staff Christmas Lunch | 11:30am-1:30pm
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm

TUESDAY | 12/13
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Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)

FRIDAY | 12/16

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 12/12 Soul Warmers | 2:00-4:00pm (Rm. 112)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 12/11 Children's Christmas Craft Workshop | 2:00-4:00pm (Centennial Hall)
Central Christian Christmas Gathering | 2:00-4:00pm (Coffee House)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 12/04/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $10,247.49

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 259

Website: 36 Households
Facebook: 12 Views*

*Viewed at least 1 minute of service

Sunday, December 11 – The choir sings in the worship services and we have our annual Christmas
Workshop – decorating cookies, making decorations and ornaments from 2-4 in Centennial Hall.
This is fun for all ages and everyone is welcomed.
Thursday, December 15 – Christmas Soup and Sandwich lunch at 12 noon – all are welcomed. 
Sunday, December 18 – the Children’s Christmas Program will be part of the 9:30 worship service,
followed by a farewell coffee and cookies for Seminarian Andy Elliott and his family.
Monday, December 19 – the Annual Child Care Center Christmas Program.
Christmas Eve worship services at 3:00pm and 5:00pm in the chapel, and 11pm in the sanctuary.
Christmas Day service at 10:30am in the chapel.

them about – and this is a reminder that we too can set the work and preparations aside for a moment,
to wander, wonder, run, seek, and find the Messiah.

In your Advent wondering and wandering join us as we gather – and here are the upcoming events:

Keep the faith, Jill

SATURDAY | 12/17 Diversity & Inclusion Meeting | 9:00am (High School Room)
Kids Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal | 10:00am



A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Thank you to so many for a successful Jubal Brass Brunch! Starting with our prep team of Ann
Mackey, Lois Slack, Denise Pray, and Susan Mozely. Then our beautiful decor by Holly Froumis and
Karen Robertson. Thanks to Bill Weston for the greens.

Our High School families were the best. Elliotts, Powers, Slaters, Armours, Williams, Schwinkendorfs,
Noordykes, Andersons, Penners, and Baas! Special thanks to Dan VanVeghel, Andrea, and Susan
Mozely for the extra help in the kitchen and to Dana Froumis and all those who helped with clean up of
the tables and chairs!

Merry Christmas!
You all are the best,
Marsha Steensma & Michael Dirksen
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GENERAL NEWS

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS GATHERING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 | 2:00-4:00pm
All of the members of Central Christian Church are invited to a reunion gathering from 2:00-4:00pm in
the Cascade Christian coffee house. Refreshments are provided – and we hope all of Central
Christian will join in this fun afternoon.

RECEPTION FOR THE ELLIOTTS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 10:30am
Our beloved seminarian, Andy Elliott, will be moving to North Carolina at the end of December. Andy,
his wife Amber, and daughters Grace and Lexi have been such a joy. In their time here at Cascade
Christian they have brought love, light, fresh ideas, and wonderful energy. We will miss them so very
much, and want to send them on their way with a farewell reception on Sunday, December 18 at 10:30
in the coffee house. Please join us to celebrate the Elliotts and thank them for their ministry. 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 9:30 SERVICE
Mark your calendars for the Children's Christmas Program, which will be shared during the 9:30am
service on Sunday, December 18. Don't miss this special presentation of the Christmas story.

PASTOR SEARCH DISCERNMENT SURVEY
Our Pastor Search Committee wants to hear from you on what we are looking for in a new pastor. We
have built a simple survey and we are asking each member to take time to fill it out by December 15.
Click here to take the survey online. Paper copies of the survey can also be found in the Church
office, Sanctuary Narthex, and Chapel entryway.

https://forms.gle/3Sc7CGyu27rweq7L7
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CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR THE MICHIGAN REGION
We will be collecting a special Christmas Offering to support the ministries shared through the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region. Bring your offering for the region on Christmas
Eve, or designate an offering to the Michigan Region Christmas Offering anytime in December.

UPCOMING ADULT EVENTS
SOUL WARMERS: Monday, December 12, 2:00-4:00pm | All women are invited to an afternoon of
knitting and fellowship.
SOUP & SANDWICH: Thursday, December 15, 12:00pm | Join us for lunch and a sing-along of
Christmas tunes with Liisa Erskine.
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP: Saturday, December 17, 9:00am | Meet us in the High School
room as we read and discuss Latasha Morrison's book, "Be the Bridge."
COLLEGE REUNION/YOUNG ADULT GATHERING: Friday, December 23, 6:00pm | Join us at
Michael Dirksen's house to hang out and catch up over Winter Break.

LITTLE CAESARS YOUTH FUNDRAISER
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be doing a fundraiser for Spring Hill and Camp
over the month of December. They will be selling pizza kits from Little Caesars. If you would like to
support them, please contact Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com or find a student to
place your order!

OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 26 & JANUARY 2
The church office will be closed in observance of Christmas on Monday, December 26 and New Years
Day on Monday, January 2. Our office hours will otherwise remain the same and you can stop in or
call from 9:00am-3:00pm Monday through Thursday.

We could also still use your financial support as we are helping an extra large number of families this
year. Click here to safely give online, or by sending a check to Cascade Christian Church with
"Operation Santa Claus" in the memo line.

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
We have a goodie bag of Christmas treats and Advent devotionals for our senior friends and neighbors.
These will need to be delivered to their homes, and volunteers are needed to make this happen. If you
can deliver a few bags and make a few visits, please call the church office.

SNOW SHOVELERS NEEDED
We are in need of 8 people to shovel the snow on Sunday mornings. This involves arriving at 8:00AM
and shoveling the sidewalks by the sanctuary, coffee house, the back steps of the chapel, and the
walks by the education building. We have heated sidewalks at the front and side of the chapel, which
makes the task much simpler. Mel Behm has shovels, salt, and a snowblower ready for volunteers to
use. If you can volunteer for this ministry, please call the church office. You will be assigned to one
Sunday a month, December through March. Thank you!

mailto:mdirksen@cascadechristian.com
https://cascadechristian.breezechms.com/give/online?fund_id=240464
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

KIDS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 9:30 SERVICE
The Christmas Program will be during the 9:30 worship service on Sunday, December 18. We will have
rehearsals during Sunday School beginning in December and in the week before the program. There
will also be a dress rehearsal on the 17th. We will need multiple parent volunteers, so if your child is
participating, please plan on attending rehearsals with them during the week before the program. If you
have any questions, contact Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com).

THIS SUNDAY | 2:00-4:00pm
Kids and families are invited to celebrate Christmas with us at our annual Christmas Workshop. We
have lots of children's crafts to make and cookies to decorate, so grab a friend or neighbor and join in
the festivities!

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 6:30-9:00pm
Join us for a special Wednesday Night Youth Group where we will be celebrating Christmas together
with a white elephant gift exchange, Christmas snacks, games and much more. This week, because
you all are on Christmas Break, we will be meeting from 6:30-9:00pm. We hope to see you there!

WINTER GAME DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 | 4:00-800pm
The Middle School and High School Youth Group will be getting together in the High School Youth
Room for a winter game day! Dress for the weather, and come prepared to play lots of games and
have a good time with everyone after Christmas. Dinner will be provided! 

NO WEDNESDAY JUBILEE 12/21 & 12/28
There will be no Wednesday Jubilee on December 21 or December 28. Have a great Winter Break and
we hope to see you back on Wednesday, January 4!



12.04.2022 SERMON: BE BORN IN US TODAY | BRINGING RENEWAL
This is one of the best days of the year – Jubal Brass is here! We get to listen once again to the glorious
music of Christmas- carols that our ancestors sang, new songs that give us a fresh look at the love of God
incarnate in the Christ Child, music that lightens our hearts and gladdens our souls. The music of this season
helps us to focus –that a Child is being born, that God’s love has come down to be in us and among us. The
music of Christmas stirs our emotions, and even the secular songs like Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
make us smile.  This is a season of joy, of anticipation, and in this, our darkest time of the year, we have this
celebration of the light of Christ.  And we need that light – don’t we?  In all of the joy, and even in the music,
we admit we can get weary.  Some of our favorite carols reflect how tired and conflicted we are, and two of
them come to mind: 

“O Holy Night” was written in the 1840’s and was popular during the Civil War. During that fight for freedom
and unity, as families divided and the States fought one another, these words reflect the hearts and needs of
our nation.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn

The world was weary, the people were weary, and our nation waited for the Prince of Peace and the oneness
that could only be found in Christ.  Faith in Jesus brought people hope, hope that a new and better day was
coming. Hope that our country could find renewal and a fresh start after the weariness of war. The composer
of this carol, Pastor John Sullivan Dwight, caught in lyrics what our nation needed to hear – that at the
appearance of Jesus, souls can feel the worth of Christ’s coming, and live anew in the bright and glorious
change Jesus brings to a world of sin.

Around the same time “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” was written. The composer, Edmund Sears, brought
the hearts of those who sing this carol upward, skyward, to tune their ear to the song of the angels.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world

Over all of the weary world – the song of the angels, the Good News of Jesus, is for all who need hope,
renewal, for all who need peace.  And that heavenly music is still there if you listen. The Song of Creation has
never ended, the songs of the angels are being sung at this moment around the throne of God.  The music is
there, for you, calling you to pay attention, to be renewed, remade, as Christ is Born again, in you, with you,
for you, especially for those of you who are weary.

Christmas has been called the sufferer’s holiday. That might not sound right to the world when the focus is on
shopping, a jolly old elf at the north pole, and holiday parties, but think about this.  We celebrate the first
coming and anticipate the second coming of the Messiah because He came to end suffering.  Jesus came to
take on the weariness of the world, and bring love, light, and life.  We can rest in this awareness, and gain
peace in what Jesus came to do – to end sickness, pain, 
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death, sin, separation, sorrow, regret, depression, anxiety. We celebrate that our Good Lord looks at the
weariness of the world, and through the birth of a Baby, says to us – “I’ve got this.”

And we long for that answer, for an end to the weariness, don’t we? Exhaustion, sleeplessness, fatigue are a
national epidemic. Our mental, physical, and emotional health has taken a beating these last 34 months. We
long for something else, to feel differently, to experience joy and life again.  What we want at our very core is
to be renewed and revived. There is one answer for those who seek renewal – and that is Jesus, as He is the
still point in the turning earth. We look for renewal in so many other places – the gym, the salon, the bank
account, the mall, Facebook, the 24 news cycle, and none of it works. If we are going to have our lives
renewed, we have to spend time waiting for Jesus. When we wait, we can be sure He will not disappoint, He
came as a baby in Bethlehem, and He will come again in all of His glory.

The Old Testament prophet Isaiah described the blessing of waiting so perfectly:
but those who hope in the Lord
   will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
   they will run and not grow weary,
   they will walk and not be faint. 

Our weary world can be changed if we wait on the Lord. God isn’t finished, not with us or with this planet. And
God calls you to be in the world, but not of it. You’re different when Christ is born in you. God blesses those
who are born in Jesus with holiness, by being set apart – we are people who wait with hope and expectation. 
My guess is many of you will be headed to Gerald Ford airport this December to pick up someone who is
coming home for Christmas. You first make sure they boarded the plane and are on their way, then you drive
to the airport, park the car, and check the arrival board to be sure the flight will be on time, realizing this is an
estimate, a delay can happen, but you wait, knowing sooner or later your loved one is going to walk through
the airport doors. When they finally do, you greet your loved one with open arms, with joy and relief, knowing
they finally made it home safely. It was worth the wait.

In our weary world, waiting the renewal of Jesus is also worth the wait. Isaiah spoke of the coming of Jesus to
people who needed some comfort and reassurance, because they had lost their sense of being God’s
chosen people. Isaiah’s words, read by Michael and Brandon began with “Do you not know? Have you not
heard?” Put another way, Isaiah is saying to all of us – “Have you forgotten? Don’t you remember?”  A
tireless God who is all wise and all powerful comes to us, bringing rebirth, renewal, a fresh start, a new day.
Isaiah reminded the people that God gets it – and to all of us who are weary- God brings strength, to all who
feel helpless – God brings power. Everyone one of us stumbles and gets tired, but God is there to pick us up.
Each one of us knows discouragement and can feel lost – but God says be renewed – soar on wings like
eagles, get up, walk again, run again, you’re journeying with God – and you have nothing to fear, and you
have everything to gain.

12.04.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
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This same renewal was for the people of God at the birth of Jesus.  Mary had
to have days of weariness – the constant speculation of who was the father of
the child growing within her.  The tiredness of simply being a pregnant young
woman, and then to have to travel to Bethlehem to pay taxes as the due date
approached, and the total exhaustion of the birth pangs as Joseph tried to find
a place to stay in Bethlehem, and then giving birth out in a barn, in a stable, 



12.04.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
without her mother or family to attend her.  Think of the weariness of Joseph.  All of you dads can relate to
him – what are you to do to help your wife when she is nine months along – you can feel so helpless.  Joseph
had to defend Mary’s honor, come up with the tax money, travel to Bethlehem, find a room – and then assist
in the birth of the Son of God. And yet, Mary and Joseph, a young woman, and a rough carpenter, did their
part, and by their faith and willingness to parent the Christ Child, we are renewed, reborn, made new in the
image of the Son of God. 

Friends, what do you need to do to be renewed in Christ?  What heart change do you need to make so Christ
is born again in you? Let’s not wait, let’s get ready – get yourself ready, your house in order, your heart
cleaned up.  Let’s sing the carols, bake the cookies, put up the tree, light a candle. Let’s be brave about our
mistakes, and apologize where we have caused hurt, let’s clear up misunderstandings. Let’s find within
ourselves that heart we had as a child, a heart of love, faith, trust, and belief.  We don’t know when Jesus will
come again to this weary world, but we know He will, He will.  In the meantime we wait with eager
expectation – and let’s do all of the things God has for us to do to be ready for Jesus. Things like love others
with the love of Christ, care for someone who needs an ally, do good to everyone, rejoice, and be renewed.

May you be blessed as you prepare to celebrate the Lord’s birth and His return. Celebrate with eager
anticipation, and let the Holy Spirit renew your strength. And then, with the faith of a Mary or a Joseph, keep
journeying, there is a stable ahead, animals are feeding at the manger now, but in a short 20 days we will
wait, and watch, in awe, with reverence, and in worship, as the Son of God is born.  Jesus comes to bring
you a renewed life, so you can walk through the changes and chances of this weary world.  You can do this –
because He is with you every step of the way, strengthening you, loving you, forever with you and for you, so
let’s rejoice with the angels that renewal has come to us. Hallelujah and amen.
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