
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

This Sunday is one of my favorite Sundays of the entire year. The children of our Sunday School will be
telling the congregation the story of Christmas in their annual Christmas Pageant. Then, on Monday
night, the children of our Child Care Center will have their Christmas program of songs in the chapel.  No
one tells the story of the birth of the Child of Bethlehem better than children. I have always loved the
Christmas programs of our children, and it is such a joy to witness the next generation telling the Good
News of great joy.

Helen Steiner Rice wrote:

In these last weeks before Christmas it could be that God has an unexpected part for each of us to play
in the great story of the Advent of Jesus. I encourage you to find ways to reach out and be with other
people, to share your joy, to talk over old times, and to discuss what you look forward to in the future. 
 After several Christmases of being apart due to COVID, may we gather again to celebrate and share in
the great mystery that Christ Himself comes to us as the Child of Bethlehem.

I also encourage you to have the faith of a child the next few weeks. The Pageant of the Ages is
unfolding once again – and Christ is born again in all who seek Him. May you be blessed as you
approach Christmas Day with child-like wonder, as you come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the
angels sing.

God’s blessings to you this Advent as you keep the faith,
Jill

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

1

December 16, 2022 Week 144

CASCADIAN WEEKLY

One element of the miraculous nature of the Christmas story rests in the fact that God utilizes the
simple faith, devotion, and commitment of ordinary human beings to bring forth unusual and
miraculous happenings. The shepherds, the wise men, the inn keeper, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph,
and a host of others were well cast in this spectacular event of the ages.  Each had an unexpected
part to play in the miracle of the Christmas story. Directed and produced by God the Father, it
remains the pageant of the ages.



Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Youth Christmas Party | 6:00pm
Wednesday Advent Bible Study | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 12/21

Grief Share | 10:00am
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Choir Rehearsal | 6:30pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 12/22

Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pmTUESDAY | 12/20
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Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)
Young Adult Gathering | 6:00pm (Michael Dirksen's House)

FRIDAY | 12/23

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 12/19 Child Development Center Preschool Christmas Program
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 12/18 Children's Christmas Program | 9:30am Service
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 12/11/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $21,163.90

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 147

Website: 56 Households
Facebook: 9 Views*

*Viewed at least 1 minute of service

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES

3:00pm | Family-friendly service with traditional carols in our Chapel.
Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers.
5:00pm | Chapel service with traditional carols.
11:00pm | Christmas by Candlelight in the Sanctuary.

CHRISTMAS EVE | Saturday, December 24

10:30am | Combined service in the Chapel.
CHRISTMAS DAY | Sunday, December 25

GENERAL NEWS
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 9:30 SERVICE
Mark your calendars for the Children's Christmas Program, which will be shared during the 9:30am
service on Sunday, December 18. Don't miss this special presentation of the Christmas story.

OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 26 & JANUARY 2
The church office will be closed in observance of Christmas on Monday, December 26 and New Years
Day on Monday, January 2. Our office hours will otherwise remain the same and you can stop in or
call from 9:00am-3:00pm Monday through Thursday.



OPERATION SANTA CLAUS: THANK YOU
Donations are still coming in and we are very grateful. It has been a big year and we were able to help
60 families and 154 children. We also had 120 senior gift bags put together for the seniors in our area
to brighten their Christmas.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR THE MICHIGAN REGION
We will be collecting a special Christmas Offering to support the ministries shared through the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region. Bring your offering for the region on
Christmas Eve, or designate an offering to the Michigan Region Christmas Offering anytime in
December.

One highlight of CCMR is Crystal Conference Center. For over 100 years Crystal Conference Center
has been the Michigan Region’s “place on the lake” and countless people have experienced the joy of
living in Christian community at our beautiful camp site.

The 2022 summer season was well attended as people from all over Michigan and the United States
attended the camps and retreats offered. Some of the sessions were the largest they have been in
years. In addition to our Disciples of Christ camps, Crystal has been open to outside groups, hosting
a yoga camp, sports camps, two camp sessions from a Baptist church, and several retreats.

Thank you for celebrating the joy of ministry together. Your offering will support the ministries we
share through The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region. Your offerings make a
difference! 100% of your gifts to the Christmas Offering support CCMR.
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RECEPTION FOR THE ELLIOTTS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 10:30am
Our beloved seminarian, Andy Elliott, will be moving to North Carolina at the end of December. Andy,
his wife Amber, and daughters Grace and Lexi have been such a joy. In their time here at Cascade
Christian they have brought love, light, fresh ideas, and wonderful energy. We will miss them so very
much, and want to send them on their way with a farewell reception on Sunday, December 18 at 10:30
in the coffee house. Please join us to celebrate the Elliotts and thank them for their ministry. 

SNOW SHOVELERS NEEDED
We are in need of people to shovel the snow on Sunday mornings. This involves arriving at 8:00AM
and shoveling the sidewalks by the sanctuary, coffee house, the back steps of the chapel, and the
walks by the education building. We have heated sidewalks at the front and side of the chapel, which
makes the task much simpler. Mel Behm has shovels, salt, and a snowblower ready for volunteers to
use. If you can volunteer for this ministry, please call the church office. You will be assigned to one
Sunday a month, December through March. Thank you!

You can still give to Operation Santa Claus by
check with "Operation Santa Claus" in the
memo line, or through online giving. Thank you
for your generosity in sharing the joy of
Christmas with those in need.
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JONATHAN GAYLORD COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
The Gifts Committee, under the leadership of Jeff Clapp, met on Sunday, December 11 and finalized
the awarding of this year’s college scholarships. We will have a special service to honor our college
students on Sunday, January 8 during the 9:30 service. The scholarship checks will be presented to
the students at that time. We are grateful to the Kingsland family for funding these scholarships
through the Christian Church Foundation. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO CAMP CRYSTAL 2023
The Crystal Camp Commission of the Michigan Region is excited about the upcoming camp season.
The dates have been set and all campers have received a postcard of the summer schedule. Thanks
to working with United Camps, Conference, and Retreats, a Christian camp management company,
and thanks to our excellent camp director, Eric Strommer, the camp is doing very well and no longer
consistently running in the red. Booking the camp for summer rentals will begin in January. Consider
spending time at our amazing camp this summer. For more information call the church office.

Our candle lighters have been doing a wonderful job
helping us worship this Advent season!

UPCOMING ADULT EVENTS
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP: Saturday,
Dec. 17, 9:00am | Meet us in the High School
room as we read and discuss Latasha Morrison's
book, "Be the Bridge."
YOUNG ADULT GATHERING: Friday, Dec. 23,
6:00pm | Join us at Michael Dirksen's house to
hang out and catch up over Winter Break.

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE ON NEW YEAR'S DAY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 | 10:30am
We will be having one single worship service at 10:30am on Sunday, January 1 in the Sanctuary. Join
us as we begin the new year together in worship.

PASTOR SEARCH
DISCERNMENT SURVEY
Our Pastor Search Committee wants to hear
from you on what we are looking for in a new
pastor. We have built a simple survey and
we are asking each member to take time to
fill it out by December 15. Click here to take
the survey online. Paper copies of the
survey can also be found in the Church
office, Sanctuary Narthex, and Chapel
entryway.

Central Christian Church Christmas Party

https://forms.gle/3Sc7CGyu27rweq7L7
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 | 6:30-9:00pm
Join us for a special Wednesday Night Youth Group where we will be celebrating Christmas together
with a white elephant gift exchange, Christmas snacks, games and much more. This week, because
you all are on Christmas Break, we will be meeting from 6:30-9:00pm. We hope to see you there!

WINTER GAME DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 | 4:00-800pm
The Middle School and High School Youth Group will be getting together in the High School Youth
Room for a winter game day! Dress for the weather, and come prepared to play lots of games and
have a good time with everyone after Christmas. Dinner will be provided! 

NO WEDNESDAY JUBILEE 12/21 & 12/28
There will be no Wednesday Jubilee on December 21 or December 28. Have a great Winter Break and
we hope to see you back on Wednesday, January 4!

LITTLE CAESARS YOUTH FUNDRAISER
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be doing a fundraiser for Spring Hill and Camp
over the month of December. They will be selling pizza kits from Little Caesars. If you would like to
support them, please contact Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com or find a student to
place your order!

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Christmas Workshop happen. We had so many great
volunteers, including Shirley Folkertsma; Jan Schichtel; Marsha Steensma; Dar Schwarfschwerdt;
Amber, Grace, & Lexi Elliott; Michael & Brandon Armour; Grace & Lucy Powers; Kris & Lilly Anderson;
Allie Little; Andrea & Beverly Wickman; Gail Duchon; and everyone who donated crafts. 

mailto:mdirksen@cascadechristian.com


12.11.2022 SERMON: BE BORN IN US TODAY | BRINGING GUIDANCE
Luke 2:8-15 - And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the with the angel, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

A pastor in the Pacific Northwest tells a story of how he was lost and then was found. He had driven into the
Cascade Mountains in Oregon looking for the perfect Christmas tree. He had gotten the permit from the
Forest Service and drove to the area designated for tree cutting. It was late afternoon when he pulled off the
road, parked near a couple of pickup trucks, and noted that others were out tree cutting as well. The pastor
entered the forest, and the perfect tree alluded him – he walked for a couple of hours searching, barely
noticing that a gentle snow had begun to fall, covering his tracks. The sun began to set, and he still hadn’t
found the perfect tree, when he suddenly realized he had no idea where he was, or how to find his car. He
eventually found two trails, neither had any tracks on them, and he had no idea which to take or what to do
next.

He sat down on a log for a moment, and uttered one of the best of prayers we can offer – Lord, please guide
me. He sat a few more minutes when he heard something coming through the brush behind him – he
immediately thought it was a bear. He slowly turned – unsure whether to curl up in a ball and play dead, or
run for his life. To his complete surprise it wasn’t a bear at all, it was Jerry, a member of his church, pulling a
fresh cut tree behind him. “You’re lost,” Jerry said in way of greeting. Jerry knew these woods, and he knew
the lack of backwoods experience in his pastor. He put his hand on the pastor’s shoulder and simply said –
“Follow me.” The pastor did, and Jerry guided him out of the forest and back to the parking area. Jerry loaded
his tree in the back of his pickup, and the pastor got in his car, and headed home. And then, next morning,
there was a perfect, fresh cut Christmas tree on the pastor’s front porch. 

The pastor’s story has been told and retold because this pastor knew God had orchestrated this – God knew
the pastor was too inexperienced to do a solo trek in an unfamiliar forest late on a December afternoon. God
sent a guide, Jerry, to help the greenhorn pastor. But that is just what God does, God leads, God guides, God
helps people. Today we continue in our advent sermon series – Be Born in Us Today – and how Jesus brings
blessing and renewal, and now, He brings guidance.
 
Throughout the history of God’s people we look to God to lead and guide. Think of the great 23rd Psalm,
where David says of God “he leadeth me beside the still waters, he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake, and Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” God guides us and God has been in the search and
rescue business for a long time. Those who follow God always find the paths of righteousness and life. And
we see that so clearly in Jesus.

God sent the Messiah to save us from evil, to save us from ourselves, to find us when we were lost, and like
a Good Shepherd – Jesus seeks us out, and then carries us back home.
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Have you noticed how much we hear of shepherds in the Bible? Shepherds are spoken of more than any
other occupation and are referenced over two hundred times. There were other jobs people held back then –
architects, farmers, teachers, tent makers, merchants, bankers, soldiers – but we don’t hear much about
them. We hear most about the work of shepherds. Jesus himself calls Himself the Good Shepherd who lays
down His life for the sheep. Is it any wonder, then, that the first to hear of the birth of Jesus, our Lamb of God,
would be His people, the shepherds?

Imagine being with them the night Christ was born. It was dark, very dark, and the light from Bethlehem was
hardly visible. In town everyone was indoors, or trying to be, seeking a place to rest for the night so they
could pay taxes and then return home. Imagine being with the shepherds - the sheep quietly settling in for the
night, a small fire to provide a little light and warmth, the growl of one of the sheep dogs as they prowled
around the flock, doing their work. Imagine that night, the quiet talking and joking with fellow shepherds, that
tired feeling you have after a good days work, then dozing by the fireside.

And then suddenly the shepherds wake up in the night – there is light! Light like day – like they have never
seen before – this is the glorious light of heaven – and they are so scared, they are terrified. They haven’t a
clue what to do – run? Protect the sheep? Curl in a ball on the ground and hope to survive whatever this is?
Then the voice of an angel tells them not to be afraid – the angel has good news, great news of joy for all of
the people. The angel says that in Bethlehem, in King David’s ancestral town, there, the Christ, the anointed
one, the Messiah they had been waiting for, has been born. And then the angel gets very specific, because
this is no ordinary child, and this is an extraordinary birth. The baby isn’t where they’d expect to find a baby –
not in a bedroom or a birthing room, no, nothing like that. The baby is out in a stable, here’s the sign – the
baby is swaddled, as babies were in those days, but this baby is laying in a manger, where oxen and cattle
feed. No cradle, no crib, the Son of God is in a manger.

Then the angel is joined by more angels- a great host, a huge number, and they sang and praised God -
saying “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
The shepherds got the news first. The shepherds were given precise information to guide them to the Holy
Child. And they didn’t hesitate, they went – they hurried scripture tells us – and they found Jesus. God chose
these humble, lowly people after God’s own heart, and invited them to come and meet Him in the stable.
These shepherds were guided to meet the Good Shepherd who would, in thirty-three short years, lay down
his life for the sheep, lay down his life for people like them.

The story of advent, the story of the coming of Jesus is a story of leading and guiding. We look for guidance
from so many sources, our financial planner, our academic advisor, our boards and government, our maps
and GPS. But in this season, we look upward for guidance and leading. This is the third Sunday of Advent,
the children lit the shepherd’s candle, the candle of joy. This good news of great joy was brought to the
shepherds through God’s angels. Angels have been all over the Advent story, leading Mary, guiding Joseph,
explaining directions to shepherds. But that’s the business God is in – finding the lost and the wanderers and
leading them back home to Him. From the time Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden, God
promised to send Jesus who would crush evil once and for all. God led Abram, who we talked about on the
first Sunday of Advent, guiding him to become the father of a great nation. God guided Moses and the
Hebrews to the promised land, God guided his people in the time of exile, and God brought them home. God
is in the guiding business, sending the prophets to shine a light ahead, to reassure the people that in God’s
time – a Savior would come. God guided John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus, God led the
disciples, 

12.11.2022 SERMON CONTINUED

7



12.11.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
and God guides the faithful right now. Through it all, through every twist in the plot of our sacred story, God
has been leading and guiding for His name’s sake, to build the Kingdom of God in us and among us.

And we need our God’s help and guidance. Times are tough, and we are no exception - every generation
goes through hard times and dark days. In Isaiah 9:2 we read The people walking in darkness have seen
a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. We need that guiding light
– and that light is the Light of the World – Jesus. Because of this amazing rescue history we share, we can
trust God to lead and guide us now, right now. God’s leading and guiding are our great sacred story that
arches over all human history. Friends, if you’re walking in darkness, if you feel like you are in the land of the
shadow, look up and look ahead, the Good Shepherd is looking out for you, ready to lead you if you’ll follow
Him, into the light, into life.

In the New Testament John 1:1-5 tells us of the light and guidance of Jesus – John called Jesus the Word –
and wrote In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were made through him. Nothing that has been
made was made without him. Life was in him, and that life was the light for all people. The light shines
in the darkness. But the darkness has not overcome the light. Jesus, the Word of God, has always been.
Jesus has no beginning and no ending – all things have been made in Jesus, and that light of Jesus, that
guiding light, is for everyone – all the people. It is dark out there, and it might be dark in here, within our
hearts, but the darkness cannot overcome, out do, or take away the light that is Jesus the Christ.

There are times in every life where we feel like we are in the dark, threatened, lost, uncertain, struggling to
decide which path to take, or struggling to even find a path. You might relate to the exhausted pastor, sitting
on a log, in the growing dark, hearing rustling behind you. We can think the worst, brace ourselves for
disaster, and be afraid to turn and look around. But then, if we do turn, if we look, we see that the Word, the
light, the Good Shepherd, Jesus, has always been there - remember the 23rd Psalm: 5 Thou preparest a
table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever. God’s goodness, the mercy of God are following you - supporting and sustaining you,
nudging you to the right paths, lighting your way. The darkness will try to overcome the light, but it won’t. It
can’t. We are talking about God. God - the Maker, the Creator of all light. And God says to you, again, “I’ve
got this. I’ve got you.” Trust God to guide you, let God take the lead.

We rely on many things to guide us. And you’ve probably noticed, not all worldly guides or sources of
information are accurate. Even GPS and Google maps can mess up. We can feel like we have no foundation
of what is true, and that can make us bitter, mean spirited, discouraged, defeated. Choose your guide
carefully friends, and find your inner shepherd who hears the angelic news of good news of great joy for all
the people, including you. We have Jesus, can trust Jesus. He will never steer us wrong and will never leave
us or forsake us. We can trust that He really does love us, and has our lives in His hands. Let the light of
Jesus guide you, let Jesus be born again, in you. Friend – choose your guide – choose Jesus – and you’ll
find you’re not lost, you never have been, He has always known where you are, you are right where you’ve
been created to be – walking at His side. Amen and amen.
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