
Merry Christmas to the Members and Friends of Cascade Christian Church!
On Saturday, December 24, the familiar scripture from Luke 2 will be shared at the Christmas Eve
worship services:

One of the most exciting events that we can prepare for is a new baby. Maybe the baby is going to be
born, or maybe she or he is being adopted. No matter how the baby comes to his or her family – it is
exciting and there is so much to prepare for. Perhaps you are blessed with a little one or have family
coming this Christmas and they have a baby or small child – it changes how you prepare. Small children
need warmth, safety, special food, diapers, and then there is the joy of giving gifts to a child – maybe
stuffed animals, a toy car, a doll, or special books. There is a lot to prepare when you have a baby or
small child in your home.

All of the season of Advent is about preparing – and we get ready for the birth of Jesus with hope, faith,
joy, and peace. But preparing for Jesus, like preparing for a baby, means preparing your heart. I read a
great article that reminded me that when a new baby comes into our lives, we open our hearts to
whomever the new baby will be, because babies don’t arrive telling us all about themselves. It takes time
to get to know a baby, and you do that by spending time with the child, caring for him or her, learning to
listen to what the baby is communicating to you by coos and cries.

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Youth Group Indoor Fun Day | 4:00pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 12/28

Grief Share | 10:00am
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 12/29

Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pmTUESDAY | 12/27
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Church Office Open 9:00am-Noon for Year-End Contributions
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)

FRIDAY | 12/30

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 12/26 Church Office Closed
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 12/25 Combined Worship Service | 10:30am (Chapel)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 12/18/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $27,855.31

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 140

Website: 65 Households
Facebook: 25 Views*

*Viewed at least 1 minute of service

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES

3:00pm | Family-friendly service with traditional carols in our Chapel.
Childcare is provided for infants and toddlers.
5:00pm | Chapel service with traditional carols.
11:00pm | Christmas by Candlelight in the Sanctuary.

CHRISTMAS EVE | Saturday, December 24

10:30am | Combined service in the Chapel.
CHRISTMAS DAY | Sunday, December 25

This weekend Baby Jesus comes to us – and we’ve spent the month preparing for His birth.  And
preparing for Jesus is like preparing for other human babies in a way – we don’t tell Jesus who He is. We
don’t define Jesus. We get to know Him by listening, by being in His presence. May this be a week
where we hold Jesus close, and He tells us who He is.

God’s blessings to you and to all of the people you love as you celebrate the Advent of Jesus, and as
you keep the faith.

Merry Christmas, Jill 

Christmas Eve Services | 3:00pm, 5:00pm, 11:00pmSATURDAY | 12/24



WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY

January 4: The Problem We Face – Romans 1-2
January 11: The Gift We’ve Been Offered – Romans 3-5
January 18: The Battle We Fight – Romans 6-8
January 25: The Story We’ve Joined – Romans 9-11
February 1: The Path We Follow – Romans 12-13
February 8: The Fellowship We Find – Romans 14-16

The Wednesday Night Bible study class will not meet on December 28. We will resume class again on
Wednesday, January 4 with a new study on the book of Romans. The class meets from 6:30-8:00pm
in the adult classroom on the second floor of the education building. We will be using a Max Lucado
video and guide for a six session study. The book of Romans teaches us that even in our weakness,
God will never let us go. Our sessions will include:
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RECEPTION FOR THE ELLIOTTS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 | 4:00pm
There will be a little reception in the coffee house for Andy, Amber, Grace, and Lexi Elliott after the
3:00PM Christmas Eve service. We wish them well as they head to their new ministries in North
Carolina. We will share their new address when we have it – and let’s all stay in touch with this
incredible family.

WEATHER CANCELLATION OF PROGRAMS & SERVICES

If Forest Hills Schools cancels, our weekday programs (both after school and evening programs)
will cancel as well.
Notice of cancellations will be on television channels 8 and 13, and this will also be posted on our
Facebook page, Instagram, and through a Constant Contact.
The Child Development Center cancellations may differ from the church cancellations.

With winter upon us, here is a quick reminder of how to check if the church is open for worship and
classes:

OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 26 & JANUARY 2
The church office will be closed in observance of Christmas on Monday, December 26 and New Years
Day on Monday, January 2. Our office hours will otherwise remain the same and you can stop in or call
from 9:00am-3:00pm Monday through Thursday.

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE ON NEW YEAR'S DAY
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 | 10:30am
We will be having one single worship service at 10:30am on Sunday, January 1 in the Sanctuary. Join
us as we begin the new year together in worship.

GENERAL NEWS

GRIEF SHARE
Our Grief Share class will meet throughout the holidays, and all are welcomed to join this support
group from 10:00-11:30am on Thursdays in the church coffee house. A new session of the videos will
begin on January 12th.
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JONATHAN GAYLORD COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
The Gifts Committee, under the leadership of Jeff Clapp, met on Sunday, December 11 and finalized
the awarding of this year’s college scholarships. We will have a special service to honor our college
students on Sunday, January 8 during the 9:30am service. The scholarship checks will be presented
to the students at that time. We are grateful to the Kingsland family for funding these scholarships
through the Christian Church Foundation. 

PASTOR SEARCH DISCERNMENT SURVEY
Our Pastor Search Committee wants to hear from you on what we are looking for in a new pastor. We
have built a simple survey and we are asking each member to take time to fill it out. Click here to take
the survey online. Paper copies of the survey can also be found in the Church office, Sanctuary
Narthex, and Chapel entryway.

DECEMBER BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Finances: Net income is on track with the budget. Operation Santa Claus was a success. We will
begin the budget process for fiscal year 2023-24 in a few months.
Directory Update: We are hoping to work on an update to our church directory, including pictures.
Look for this some time next year.
Pastor Search Team: The survey of the Congregation is now available – please complete this as
we really need everyone’s input. The team needs more responses, so if you have not yet replied,
please do so. It is a short, one-page survey. There is a link in the Cascadian for the survey plus
paper copies are available.
Congregational Partnership: Jill presented a proposal for a Congregational Partnership with
CCC and Eureka Christian Church of Eureka, Illinois. Jill knows their pastor, Jennie Churchman,
and plans to work with her on this partnership. The Board approved this.
Gathering between services: There was a suggestion that we start having a fellowship time in
the Coffee House between services. Probably once or twice a month, to start. We will try to keep it
simple by having a sign-up sheet for hosts to turn on the Keurig and set out cookies or donuts.
Adult Sunday School: We have asked the Worship Ministry to explore the possibility of having an
adult class on Sundays.

The Church Board met via Zoom on 12/15/22. Next month will be our quarterly in-person meeting – it
will be at 6:00pm in Centennial Hall on 01/19/22. All are welcome to join us!
Here is a summary of what we discussed last Thursday:

We pray that you all have a blessed Christmas and New Year!
Terri Wing, Church Board Secretary

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 | 6:00pm
All young(ish) adults college-age and beyond are invited to join us at Michael Dirksen's house to hang
out and catch up over Winter Break.

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS
The office will be open from 9:00am-12:00pm on Friday, December 30 to receive any final 2022 year-
end contributions.

https://forms.gle/3Sc7CGyu27rweq7L7
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

WINTER GAME DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 | 4:00-800pm
The Middle School and High School Youth Group will be getting together in the High School Youth
Room for a winter game day! Dress for the weather, and come prepared to play lots of games and
have a good time with everyone after Christmas. Dinner will be provided! 

NO WEDNESDAY JUBILEE 12/28
There will be no Wednesday Jubilee on December 28. Have a great Winter Break and we hope to see
you back on Wednesday, January 4!

LITTLE CAESARS YOUTH FUNDRAISER
The Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be doing a fundraiser for Spring Hill and Camp
over the month of December. They will be selling pizza kits from Little Caesars. If you would like to
support them, please contact Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com or find a student to
place your order!

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
We had our Christmas Program at the 9:30am service this past Sunday, and it was incredible! Thank
you to all the kids and parents who worked so hard to make this years’ Christmas Program so special. If
you weren’t able to see the program on Sunday, you can find it on our website under “Livestream” -
930a "Be Born In Us Today - Bringing Power"

mailto:mdirksen@cascadechristian.com


12.18.2022 SERMON: BE BORN IN US TODAY | BRINGING POWER
So the big day gets closer and closer – we are excited, and maybe a little anxious. We kind of know what to
expect, we’ve thought about it, made plans and preparations, and yet will we be ready? There is the
unknown, the unexpected, the mystery. And that is Advent – advent means the coming or arrival of a person
or a big event, and we don’t always know exactly how that will happen, no matter how prepared we think we
might be. We’re going into the fourth week of preparing for Christmas, but the big day I am thinking about is
more than December 25, 2022. Yes, Jesus came as a baby in Bethlehem, but He is returning. Pause with me
and sit in wonder that Jesus came as the Child of Bethlehem, and that He will not stay away. He is coming
back – in glory, in power, in such a way that everyone everywhere should kneel before Him, that everyone
everywhere should state that he is Christ the Lord. What a day the Second Advent of Jesus will be! Are we
for that powerful advent? The only wat we can be ready is to let Christ be born in us today, bringing His
power.
 
It seems to me that these days of advent fly by quicker every year. Didn’t we just finished trunk or treat and
now it is the Sunday before Christmas. Thank you for recognizing the best thing you can do during advent is
slow down and worship Christ the King. Jesus is the bringer of the best gifts, giving us the graces that we
need to make life meaningful and worthwhile. In the first week of advent we celebrate that Jesus gives us
hope – and He has done that for thousands of years. Our ancestors in the Old Testament prepared and
hoped for the arrival, for the advent of Jesus. And so do we.

In advent’s second week we, like those before us, hold on in faith for what we cannot see, hold on in faith
when we don’t know when our prayers will be answered. In faith we find that Jesus is the answer to all of our
needs, the answer to all of our questions. Faith in Jesus shows us He is the way, the truth, and the life – and
He is worth following. The third week of advent is a time to celebrate in joy, as the shepherds did – and put
aside whatever might prevent us from seeking and finding the Christ Child. In joy we respond to the angel
summons, in joy we kneel and worship, and in joy we go and tell what we have seen and heard. Today we
light the candle of peace – remembering how the angels sang of peace on earth and good will to all – a
timeless message, one the weary world needs, one where we can be at peace, because Jesus come to us in
power. The power of God is throughout the story of Christmas, as seen in Luke 1:26-38:

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,
to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with
you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit
will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born
will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 
For no word from God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me
be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
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The angel Gabriel shared a strong message about the power of the Most High, that no word from God will
ever fail. And what a way for God to reveal power – through a young woman, in a rural town, far from the
seats of the mighty and elite. God reveals His power through Mary’s carpenter fiancé, Joseph, a working
class man who owed some money and had to travel to pay up what was due in back taxes. What a way for
God to reveal power – in a baby. The Christ Child came to the world in power, but it is power hidden in
weakness. The baby Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger in the small town of
Bethlehem is as 1st Corinthians 1:24 says – “the power of God and the wisdom of God.” The power of God is
revealed in the humble circumstances of the birth of His Son – the manger bed, the animals in the stable, no
room for the holy family in the inn or great houses of Bethlehem – there is huge power in Jesus, but the
power of God is veiled in weakness. 

Every Christmas it is an unending wonder to me that Jesus comes to us as a baby.Babies are about as
powerless as you can get. They are totally dependent on a care giver, and die if they are not provided
for.Babies are weak – defenseless – helpless. When you hear the word “power” – do you think of a baby? I
don’t. I think of the ultra-rich who own the companies that impact our daily lives.When I think of the powerful I
think of those in politics that wield influence, who make decisions that impact not only our entire nation, but
often the lives of people across the globe. The powerful can include those whose fame and celebrity are
followed by millions of people, influencers who determine what is in and what is out. The powerful are those
with athletic ability that is so impressive that they fill stadiums and arenas with their fan base.  Power is
money, strength, influence, dominance, decision making ability – and all of that puts the powerful above the
powerless.

And then, in the face of power - God sends a baby. And those who hold power do what they do throughout
the life of Jesus. The powerful were threatened, unwilling to even consider there could be someone more
powerful than they, and they try to kill Jesus. This began with King Herod the Great – a paranoid man who
killed anyone who he thought posed a threat to his reign as King of Judea. Among those he executed were
members of his own family, including his wife Mariamne and her son, his mother in law Alexandra, his
brother-in-law Kostobar, and his own sons Alexander and Aristobulus. To protect himself he had a personal
bodyguard of two thousand soldiers, and this man was so threatened by the power of the newborn Christ
Child, so fearful that there could be a new King of the Jews he tried to trick the wise men in to revealing
where the child was, saying he would go and worship too. The wisemen avoided Herod after they visited
Jesus – going home by a different way, and Mary, Joseph and Jesus escaped to Egypt. That so enraged
Herod that he killed all of the baby boys in Bethlehem who were aged two and younger. Kings like Herod do
not share power. Later, Herod the Great’s son - Herod Antipas – demanded a miracle from Jesus after the
Roman Governor Pilate sent Jesus to Herod to be dealt with. When Jesus didn’t comply with a miracle,
Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate, and to his death by crucifixion. The power of Jesus threatened people of
influence and authority from the very beginning of his earthly life to the very end. 
 
God’s power has the ability to threaten people, or to make them fall to their knees and worship. Those seem
to be the only two ways we can respond to the power of God. Arching over the life of every Christian is the
great story of the mighty acts of God. This sacred story is highlighted by displays of power and strength which
mark God’s victories over enemies and God’s power over all things. Think of the power of God on display in
the Old Testament – how by the power of God, God spoke creation into being, and God’s power in the
plagues of Egypt that finally convinced Pharaoh to set the people of God free. Think of the power of God as 

12.18.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
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12.18.2022 SERMON CONTINUED

wayward Jonah was swallowed by a big fish when he tried to run in the opposite direction of where God told
him to go. Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days – and then was spat out exactly where God meant
for him to be.

Think of the power of God as the Egyptian army came after Moses and the Hebrew people- the great wind
that split the Red Sea, giving them a safe passage across dry land to escape their enemies. Think of Daniel,
cast into a pit of lions because he would not pray to an earthly king – and how God closed the lions’ mouths,
and Daniel was safe. Think of the walls of Jericho falling down after God’s army march around the city,
playing music and shouting to the glory of God. These are not myths – this is our history, our story, the story
of the power of our God. And God has not changed – the power of God in the Old Testament is revealed, in
Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah, the promised One, Emmanuel, God with us.

That kind of power looks strange and very different from how the world sees power. The power of God comes
to us, abides with us, saves us, frees us, gladdens our hearts, restores our souls, and gives us life. The
power of God comes to us in the Christ Child - and while babies are weak, helpless, and dependent, we get
weak, helpless, and even dependent as we love and care for them. Those of you blessed to have a child and
those of you who’ve been blessed with wonderful parents have experienced this that powerful love between a
parent and child. To look upon the face of a baby, to see the possibilities of who they are as you look them in
the eye, to feel them snuggle into you as you hold them, to feel their trust, their need, their dependence
makes the strongest of us weak. In more than one father’s speech at a daughter’s wedding I have heard
strong men speak of how their infant daughter wrapped them around her finger, how they would do anything
to protect, love, and support their baby girl. I have seen strong mothers give up their all, day after day, so
their sons and daughters flourish. I have seen parental pride as children grow to become fine adults, children
who are a blessing.

That is the powerful kind of love God has for us, and that is the kind of powerful love we can have for Jesus.
A love so powerful that God gives us His one and only Son, a love so powerful, that Jesus gives His all so we
can have it all.

And friends, this news is for you – as it has been for millions who came before you and will come after you –
the powerful message from Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness
of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty  will accomplish this.

Yes, to you a child, God’s Child, has been born, so you can also be a child of the Most High. I have
mentioned in this sermon series how much music is part of the story of the birth of Jesus. Think of Mary’s
song – the Magnificat, the song of John the Baptist’s father Zechariah, the song of the angels in the skies
over Bethlehem, the song of Simeon when he greets Mary and Joseph when they bring Jesus to the temple
to be dedicated. These are victory songs - that the power of God has triumphed over the darkness, triumph
songs that the light shines and the darkness will never overcome it. Victory is had over evil, Satan, and death,
sin is forgiven, life is shared – and by the power of God we are rescued and made free. It is no wonder that
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people sang in joy back then, and that we sing in joy today and every Christmas time. We have to sing out –
because of the power of the Most High, a Child is born to us, today.

Our challenge then is how will we respond? What will we do when we see the power of God on the move in
our lives? What will you do with the power of God that dwells in you?  Sometimes we wait, thinking we can
do something for God later on, just not now, we are too busy.  Friends, please don’t waste time or wait to use
the power of God that is in all believers. The world needs you – there is something only you can do - big or
small doesn’t matter – just do what God calls you to do – do the next right thing, today.  Jesus comes to us in
power, to bring about peace and justice, and he shares that task with all who identify themselves as
Christians. All who carry His name are to be bringers of His power and His peace.

Galatians 4:4-7 tells us:
But when the right time finally came, God sent his own Son. He came as the son of a human mother
and lived under the Jewish Law, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might become
God's children. To show that you are his children, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the
Spirit who cries out, “Father, my Father.” So then, you are no longer a slave but a child. And since
you are his child, God will give you all that he has for his children.

So much has been given to us: we are daughters and sons of the Most High, and God gives all that He has
for His children. So what will you do with what you’ve been given? 

In this week before Christmas – celebrate the story, the wonderful story of the people of God who have been
blessed by God’s power, protection, and provision. This isn’t just a story of ancient times, it is your story,
your history, your family tree. The account of the Christmas story is yours. God counts you as His child, and
in His power and grace God will get you to the promised land, to the other side, to paradise, if you’ll just
follow Jesus, the Prince of Peace. God’s power is limitless, and God removes every sin, every mistake
you’ve made when you look to him and ask for forgiveness.  And God gifts are limitless – peace, comfort,
joy, satisfaction, light, life, love. Be confident that the Christ Child – born in us today – has the complete and
total power to bring you to your best life, to bring you home for Christmas, for always, forever.  Amen and
amen. 

12.18.2022 SERMON CONTINUED
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