
June 18-23 | Elementary Camp
June 23-25 | Young Adult Retreat
June 27-29 | Day Camp

July 9-15 | Middle School and High School Camp 
July 16-21 | Family Camp
August 10-13 | Beloved Community Camp for everyone and everybody 
And retreats for men and women in August and September.

Dear Cascade Christian Church,

Sunday, January 8 was a very special day at Cascade Christian Church. We had our annual College
Scholarship Sunday and recognized nine students, gifting them with substantial checks from the
Jonathan Gaylord Scholarship Fund to help them further their education. The testimonies that the
students gave at the 9:30 service were very encouraging, and each one of the students recognized how
being raised in this church or another church has influenced their college life and career choices. Please
check out the 9:30 service online to hear their testimonies and their expression of gratitude.

A common denominator among the college student testimonies was the importance of church camp in
their lives. Two of our students, Andy Elliott and Adam Carlson, are seminarians, and both of them have
been influenced by church camp. Most of the pastors I know have had deep faith experiences at
Christian camps in their formative years that have helped them discern the call to ministry. Church camp
is a safe place, everyone is welcomed, friendships are made that can be life long, and this happens
because camp is centered in Jesus Christ.

Registration for summer camp at Crystal Conference Center begins mid-January, and since 1918 the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Michigan Region has welcomed people to the shores of Crystal
Lake to encounter Jesus. There are camp sessions for all kinds of people, big families, small families,
single folks, children, youth, adults, grandparents, grandkids, people who want to go to camp for a day,
and people who want to go for a week.

The schedule for this summer at Camp Crystal includes:

             (this can include overnight camp for grandparents and grandkids, parents and children)

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
 

Galatians 5:22-23



Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 1/18

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Soup & Sandwich | 12:00pm (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Board Meeting | 6:00pm (High School Room)
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm (Centennial Hall)
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 1/19

Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
College Box Ministry | 5:30pm (Centennial Hall)
SAMO Meeting | 6:30 (Conference Room)

TUESDAY | 1/17

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)
Game Night | 7:00pm (Chapel Basement)

FRIDAY | 1/20

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 1/16 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 1/15 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
K-5 Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 1/8/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $9,978.65

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 192

Website: 44 Households
Facebook: 4 Views
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Brochures with registration information and financial assistance forms from the Patterson Camp
Scholarship fund are available in the church office.

The theme for summer camp is Fruit FULL Faith – based on the fruit or gifts of the Holy Spirit. What
happens at church camp can impact a person for good and for life. Please consider coming to Camp
Crystal, supporting camp, going to a work weekend, or being a camp counselor. 

God bless you and keep the faith,
Jill

SATURDAY | 1/14 Days For Girls Workshop | 1:00-4:00pm (Centennial Hall)



UPCOMING ADULT EVENTS & MEETINGS
SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 | 12:00pm (Centennial Hall)
Join us for a delicious lunch and sharing from Children and Middle School Director and seminarian
Adam Carlson. A $5 donation is helpful but not required to cover food costs.
 

QUARTERLY IN-PERSON BOARD MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 | 6:00pm (High School Room)
The next quarterly in-person board meeting will be Thursday, January 19 at 6:00pm. All are invited to
come and be a part of this meeting.
 

GAME NIGHT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 | 7:00pm (Chapel Basement)
The next game night is Friday, January 20 (this is a week earlier than normal). You should bring your
own drink and a snack to share, if you so choose. If you have any games you want to bring, you are
welcome to. If you have any questions, email Debbie Jones at debbiejones1018@gmail.com or call
616-299-7154.
 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP MEETING
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 | 9:00am (Coffee House)
The next meeting of the Diversity & Inclusion Group will be Saturday at 9:00am, where we will continue
to work through Latasha Morrison's book, "Be The Bridge."
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GENERAL NEWS

BEST WISHES TO THE ELLIOTTS
Amber and Andy Elliott have completed their move to North Carolina. Having Amber, Andy, Lexi and
Grace as part of our congregation has been a real joy. Andy is pastoring a church in the area, attending
seminary, and Amber is the manager at Camp Caroline, a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) camp in
Arapahoe, NC. Their new address is Camp Caroline, 3398 Janiero Rd., Arapahoe, NC 28510

BIBLE STUDIES

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY: Tuesdays, 9:00am | The women's Bible study is off on January 17
and will be starting a new study on the book of James when they resume meeting on January 24.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays, 6:30pm | This class is open to all and is
currently using a Max Lucado video and guide to work through the book of Romans.
THURSDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY: Thursdays, 10:30am | All are welcome at this study of the
Gospel of John in Room 112 on Thursday mornings.

The start of the new year is a great time to get involved in one of our Bible studies. Contact the church
office for more information.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
DAYS FOR GIRLS: Saturday, January 14, 1:00-4:00pm | Meet in Centennial Hall to be part of
this meaningful missions work.
COLLEGE BOX MINISTRY: Tuesday, January 17, 5:30pm | All are welcome to join us in
Centennial Hall to help assemble care boxes for our 33 college students.

mailto:debbiejones1018@gmail.com


YOUTH MINISTRY
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS at 11:00am | WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am service in the High School Youth Room. Wednesday
night youth group is also back up and running. Youth Group goes from 6:30-8:00pm and is open to
everyone 6th grade and beyond. We hope to see you there!

SPRING HILL RETREAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
We will be taking the youth group along with others from Camp to Spring Hill January 27-29. If you
have any snacks you would like to donate, we will be collecting them until 5:00pm on Friday, January
27th. Thank you to everyone who has participated in our youth fundraisers (Jubal Brass Brunch, Can
Drive, & Little Caesars Pizza Fundraiser)! Because of your support, retreats like this are much more
accessible. 
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS at 9:30am | WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm
If you have a child from Kindergarten through 5th grade who would enjoy
an evening of games, snacks, and Bible study, bring them to church on
Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00pm for Wednesday Jubilee! On Sundays,
kids are dismissed from the 9:30 service for Sunday School. We are
currently working through LifeWay's Gospel Project, which helps kids
discover how God has worked with humanity to keep us in step with Him.

ATTENDANCE
for the week

ending on 01.08.23:
 

Elementary S.S.: 8
Youth S.S.: 2

Wednesday Jubilee: 5
Wednesday Youth: 20

 
Ice Skating Outing: 4

COFFEE HOUR
We are looking for volunteers to staff a once a month coffee hour between the worship services in the
church coffee house. If you would be willing to work in this ministry, please contact the church office.
Responsibilities would include purchasing snacks, setting up the coffee house, turning on the Keurig
machines, welcoming people from 10:30-11:30am, cleaning up, and turning in your receipts to be
reimbursed.

We celebrated
as nine college
students were
awarded
Jonathan
Gaylord College
Scholarships in
our 9:30 service
this week.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 | 7:00-9:00pm
All Middle Schoolers are invited to join us for a night of fellowship, food, and fun!



01.08.23 SERMON: THE CALL
ADAM CARLSON
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When I think back to college, I remember talking to many of my classmates and friends about what they
wanted to do once they had their degrees. In the first few years, it seemed like most people had no idea what
they really wanted to do. At a Christian school, that question of “what do I want to do?” usually morphed into
“what am I supposed to do?” Because certainly as Christians, we believe God has intentions for us. We
believe God has given us a purpose. And under the weight of tuition and the deadline to declare a major,
college students are asked to choose a path on which to find their purpose. It’s a huge decision because
there are endless things you can do. By 18, you definitely don’t know all the skills you have or what all you’re
passionate about. Your faith and understanding of your identity are not fully developed. Needless to say,
there are few people who graduate high school knowing their purpose.

Fortunately, no matter what we do for work, all believers share in one purpose - to be co-workers with Christ
and each other in the building of the Kingdom of God. It’s the mission. We each share in a different part of it.
We are all created differently. Just as a body has many parts, so does the Church. But before we were all
called to build the Kingdom of God, Christ was called to lead it. In fact, for thousands of years, God’s people
were waiting, hoping for someone who would free them from oppression and lead them in the redemption
and renewal of the world. We see glimpses of the coming Messiah all throughout the Old Testament. I want
to focus on one passage today that spoke of the coming Savior: Isaiah 42.

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 - The Servant of the Lord
“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;
My chosen one in whom My soul delights.
I have put My Spirit upon Him;
He will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out nor raise His voice,
Nor make His voice heard in the street.
A bent reed He will not break off
And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish;
He will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not be disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice on the earth;
And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.”

“I am the Lord, I have called You in righteousness,
I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You,
And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people,
As a light to the nations,
To open blind eyes,
To bring out prisoners from the dungeon
And those who dwell in darkness from the prison.

Isaiah was looking ahead to one who would free Israel and bring justice to the world. But what would Israel
have to look for to recognize their Messiah? It would be someone who serves God, who God delights in and
anoints with His Spirit. Someone who is called by their righteousness to bring justice, who is gentle to those



who are hurting, who reveals the truth and liberates God’s people. And 2000 years after Christ came to earth,
we have no trouble making that connection. But in the first few centuries of the Church, someone needed to
show that Jesus did not come out of nowhere - rather, He was who Jews had been waiting for all along. 
Here enters Matthew and his gospel. Matthew directly quoted Hebrew scripture about fifty times and indirectly
quoted it all over. He had a strong vision of Jesus as the King of Israel and as the foretold Messiah, the
fulfillment of the prophecies of Israel. He saw all the Hebrew scriptures pointing forward to the coming of
Jesus. So, knowing the role Jesus had played during His time among His disciples, Matthew wanted to prove
the authenticity of Jesus’s role to his Jewish audience. Let’s look at how he described the baptism of Jesus:

Matthew 3:13-17 - Baptism of the Lord
Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan, coming to John to be baptized by him. But John tried
to prevent Him, saying, “I have the need to be baptized by You, and yet You are coming to me?” But
Jesus, answering, said to him, “Allow it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. After He was baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and
settling on Him, and behold, a voice from the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased.”

Matthew intentionally tied the story of Jesus' baptism to Isaiah’s prophecy. And as we said, that is something
Matthew did a lot throughout his Gospel. He established and proved the call of Jesus by linking the event
which marked the beginning of Jesus’s ministry to this declaration in Isaiah. After Jesus' baptism, he set out
to bring forth light and justice to the nations, open blind eyes, and bring those who dwell in darkness from the
prison. In His life, He taught, loved, and brought light, just as Isaiah said He would. And He’s not done. We
have been given His Spirit to abide in us, to make up for all that we lack, and to help us continue Christ’s
work in the world.

And Christ does call each of us to join Him in His work in the world. I think we tend to believe that if someone
has been called by God, they must be called to something grand. Certainly, the Bible has plenty of examples
that would lead us to think that. Noah was called to build an ark, Abraham was called to become a nation and
bless the world, David was called to be the King of Israel and forefather of the Messiah, and Esther was
called to save the people of Israel from genocide. Mary was called to be the mother of the Son of God.
Simon-Peter was called to be the rock upon which Christ built the Church, and the Apostle Paul was called to
bring the Gospel to the gentiles. All of these people were great because God called them to do and enabled
them to do incredible things. We, however, are not as grand as those Biblical giants of faith. When Jesus
calls us to join in His work, He doesn’t always call us to leave our homes and families and follow Him to the
very ends of the earth. Or to proclaim the Gospel boldly to Caesar himself.

So, rather than look at one of those incredible people today, I want to talk about someone remembered not
because her calling was so incredible, but because she treated it like it was. Her name was Therese, and she
lived in Lisieux, France in the late 1800s. Those great Biblical figures also intimidated Therese. And so did all
the great saints she grew up learning about and reading from. She writes, “I have always felt, in comparing
myself with the Saints, that I am as far removed from them as the grain of sand, which the passer-by
tramples underfoot, is remote from the mountain whose summit is lost in the clouds.” Even so, she had a
profound desire to be devoted to God - that was her call. So she asked God to show her a way to be devoted,
even in her meekness. And He did. She called it her “little way.” 

01.08.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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The idea is to take every opportunity to do some act of love, to make some small sacrifice for the sake of
others. Her thinking was, “if I cannot do something grand, I will spread flowers of love everywhere I can. And
though these flowers are inconsequential in and of themselves, God will see that I am giving what I can.” And
even in those small deeds, she was confident in her utter dependence on God’s provisioning. In every small
self-denial, she found herself a little bit closer to the heart of Jesus.

Therese is remembered because of her humility, faith, and supreme confidence as a child of God. And none
of those things came easily to her. But she begged for them in prayer. And she did what Christ instructed,
“take up your cross and follow me.” Whereas martyrs take up their cross and give their lives all at once, she
took up her cross and gave her life a little bit at a time, all the time. What I want us to see here is that Therese
trusted in God’s call. She was humble enough to admit her need for God, and she relied on God’s provision
to love at every opportunity. Her story is incredible. She remains one of my greatest inspirations, and I bring
her up every chance I get.
 
So then, how do we live out our call? In a word, faithfully. Whatever we’re called to, let us be faithful to Christ.
Let us ask for and trust in His provision. We know He is faithful to equip us for the role He has given us in the
building of His Kingdom. And no matter our specific role in Christ’s work, here are a few things we are all
called to do:

1. Reflect the Light of Christ
In other words, spread flowers. Love sacrificially. When you see an opportunity to love someone more than
yourself, take it - out of faithfulness to God and love for one another. When an act of love would
inconvenience you, do it anyway. A life of faithfulness is not defined by a one-time decision to follow Jesus,
but by the moment-by-moment opportunities we have to serve God and love our neighbor.
Here are some flowers that you can spread: When you feel frustrated with someone, make an extra effort to
be patient. When someone bothers you in traffic, give them some grace. When you see someone hurting,
even if it’s your worst enemy, pray for them. Find opportunities to humble yourself, to be gentle and to be
merciful. Love thy neighbor one moment at a time. And when you fail - because you will - or miss a moment -
because you will - ask God to help you catch the next one.

2. Pursue Justice
Identify with the lowly and seek out voices that have been silenced.
Christ did not stand up with the Pharisees and Scribes, overlooking John’s crowd of lowly people. He went
straight down, stood among them, and accepted the same baptism as them. And during the rest of His
ministry, He associated Himself with the poor. Not just those without resources, but those whose faith had
crumbled or been crushed. Those who were hurting and grieving. He sat with people who were powerless
and angry. He didn’t limit himself to those who were cheerful and easy to talk to. Jesus had uncomfortable
conversations. Sometimes we forget, He’s human! He got frustrated and annoyed. And yet He knew who
needed His time and love. So let’s consider who around us needs someone to listen. Let’s search for those
whose faith has been crushed, those who are hurting and grieving. Let’s associate with the lowly, since Christ
associates with us - after all, in the face of God’s holiness, we are all lowly. We are lifted in Christ’s
righteousness, not to tower over others, but to help them stand with us.

3. Remember, you are not alone
We are part of a community of believers. All of us on our own walk with God, and all of us walking with God

01.08.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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as a church community. When one stumbles, the rest of us don’t keep walking on. We grieve with those who
grieve and rejoice with those who rejoice. No matter our differences. The defining mark of the Disciples of
Christ is our unity in diversity. We are unified, not by a specific creed or doctrine, but by our pursuit of Christ
and His Kingdom. We’re unified in faithful pursuit of a more just and loving world. We are called to pray with
one another. Those who are hurting and struggling are called to reach out. Those who can help are called to
help. Encourage each other, be there for each other, and be present and active in the community. How great
for us as individuals to spread flowers, as Therese did. How much greater for us to spread flowers as a
church community. Let us live out our calling faithfully, together. And let us share in the ministry of Christ to
the world.

What better time is there than a new year to start making our small moments count? Come and be called in
Christ’s righteousness. Come and be part of Christ’s ministry, bringing light and justice to the nations, one
flower at a time.

01.08.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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