
Faithful to God,
Related to Christ and one another,
Ministers to our world.

Dear Cascade Christian Church,
In December of 2022 the Board of Cascade Christian Church and the Board of Eureka Christian Church
in Eureka, Illinois voted to become partner congregations. As the Michigan Region of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) has entered into a partnership with the Illinois/Wisconsin Region, our
Regional Minister, Teresa Dulyea-Parker has encouraged church partnerships. Eureka Christian Church
is now a sister church to Cascade Christian, and the possibilities of what this can be are exciting. 

Eureka Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a congregation that has been worshiping in Eureka since
1832, when the founders of the town of Walnut Grove (now Eureka) met in a member’s home. In the last
190 years they’ve seen many changes, but their dedication to Christian Discipleship remains strong.
Eureka Christian Church is called to be:

Our two churches have much in common, as Eureka Christian has a contemporary and traditional
service, a thriving youth group and Sunday School, and a historical building. The original building of
Eureka burned in 1932, and they rebuilt in 1935. The new church building has ties to Grand Rapids as
the walnut wood used in the sanctuary was cut from trees given by members of the congregation and
sent to the American Seating Co. of Grand Rapids for curing and finishing. The lead Pastor at Eureka
Christian Church is Jennie Churchman, a wonderful, vibrant clergy woman who loves chocolate, Mexican
food, Pride and Prejudice, and all things Harry Potter. Jennie is a hiker and world traveler, and I had the
joy of getting to know Jennie as we worked together on the 2022 Clergy Retreat for Michigan, Illinois,
and Wisconsin Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) ministers.

Jennie and I have discussed sending a delegation from each of our churches to introduce ourselves to
one another, some combined mission work at Rippling Hope in Detroit, a pulpit swap, and other ideas on
how we can learn each other’s church stories and pray for our sister church. I look forward to developing
this friendship between our churches as the new year progresses, and welcome your ideas on how to do
this. 

Partnerships and working together is the model of ministry Jesus gave his disciples. He sent them out
two by two to do the work of sharing the gospel, and His example shows us we are more effective when
we share in ministry. Being a sister church with Eureka Christian will strengthen and deepen our roots as
part of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). This month in our worship services we will thank God
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Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 1/25

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 1/26

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm

TUESDAY | 1/24

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)
Youth Leave for Spring Hill Retreat (through Sunday, 1/29)

FRIDAY | 1/27

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 1/23 Soul Warmers | 2:00-4:00pm (Rm. 112)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 1/22 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
K-5 Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 1/15/2023:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $8,643

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 141

Website: 38 Households
Facebook: 14 Views
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January 22: Rooted – How Did We Get Here? | We’ll look at the historical roots of our
denomination, and our founders’ radical vision of Acts 2 and how all are welcomed at the Lord’s
Table. 
January 29: Rooted – Where Are We Headed? | Revered Neil Topliffe will be preaching on who we
are now and how we can fulfill the Great Commission to go and make disciples of all nations.

for the deep roots we have in the church as we answer Christ’s invitation to be disciples. The first of a
Deep Roots sermon series is in this mailing, and I encourage you to join us in church for two more
messages on deepening our faith through the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ):

Be blessed as you are a disciple, and keep the faith,
Jill

SATURDAY | 1/21 Diversity & Inclusion Group Meeting | 9:00am (Coffee House)
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GENERAL NEWS

THANK YOU FROM OPERATION SANTA CLAUS
This past year, OSC experienced one of our biggest years! We were able to help 154 children from 60
families. We couldn’t have done it without your help (time and money). On top of that, we gave 120 gift
bags to seniors in our Forest Hills area so they were remembered at Christmas. 

We had some special moments that touched the giver and receiver. We were given handmade quilts
again this year and they were distributed to larger families. One caller shared with me that the family
she was helping had just experienced flooding.The family had lost bedding and the blanket was perfect.
Another caller shared that the gifts/food/money shared with their family helped newly located refugees
from war torn areas to celebrate their first Christmas in Michigan. Another special moment happened
when I was made aware of how much it means to our volunteers to be part of a festive, wrapping day to
give to others. Because of your generosity, we were able to do OSC again this year. Thank you so
much. We wish you a blessed New Year! 

COFFEE HOUR
We are looking for volunteers to staff a once a month coffee hour between the worship services in the
church coffee house. If you would be willing to work in this ministry, please contact the church office.
Responsibilities would include purchasing snacks, setting up the coffee house, turning on the Keurig
machines, welcoming people from 10:30-11:30am, cleaning up, and turning in your receipts to be
reimbursed.

WOMEN'S EVENT: WONDER WHAT GOD IS DOING IN YOUR LIFE?
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 | 10:00am-12:00pm
Faith, Doubt, and God’s Mysterious Timing – A Women’s Event at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church
(7495 Cascade Road SE) with keynote speaker Laurie Polich Short. The cost for this event is $10, to
sign up please call the church office.

CHURCH CANCELATIONS
Occasionally the weather or other circumstances arise that necessitates that Cascade Christian Church
must close. The church office will notify the congregation through Facebook, a Constant Contact email,
and on WOOD TV-8. The church will cancel Christian Education programming when Forest Hills
Schools cancel classes. The Child Development Center has its own closure policy, and will let parents
know through email and WOOD TV-8.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY STARTING NEW SERIES
TUESDAYS | 9:00am
The Tuesday morning Women's Bible Study will be starting David Jeremiah's study on James: The
Relationship Between Faith and Works on January 24. James writes with the heart of a pastor-leader
wanting those he cares for to demonstrate actions that will prove—to themselves and to a watching
world—that their faith is genuine, especially in the face of trials, troubles, and temptation. Meet in Room
112 to join in this study and explore the connection between faith and works.



YOUTH MINISTRY
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS at 11:00am | WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am service in the High School Youth Room. Wednesday
night youth group is also back up and running. Youth Group goes from 6:30-8:00pm and is open to
everyone 6th grade and beyond. We hope to see you there!

SPRING HILL RETREAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
We will be taking the youth group along with others from Camp to Spring Hill January 27-29. If you
have any snacks you would like to donate, we will be collecting them until 5:00pm on Friday, January
27th. Thank you to everyone who has participated in our youth fundraisers (Jubal Brass Brunch, Can
Drive, & Little Caesars Pizza Fundraiser)! Because of your support, retreats like this are much more
accessible. 
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS at 9:30am | WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm*
If you have a child from Kindergarten through 5th grade who would enjoy
an evening of games, snacks, and Bible study, bring them to church for
Wednesday Jubilee! *Starting February 1, Wednesday Jubilee will run
from 4:30-6:00pm. On Sundays, kids are dismissed from the 9:30
service for Sunday School. We are currently working through LifeWay's
Gospel Project, which helps kids discover how God has worked with
humanity to keep us in step with Him.

ATTENDANCE
for the week

ending on 01.15.23:
 

Elementary S.S.: 10 
Youth S.S.: 6 

Wednesday Jubilee: 2
Wednesday Youth: 8 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 | 7:00-9:00pm
All Middle Schoolers are invited to join us for a night of fellowship, food, and fun!

UPCOMING ADULT EVENTS
GAME NIGHT: Friday, January 20 | 7:00pm (Chapel Basement)
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION MEETING: Saturday, January 21 | 9:00am (Coffee House)
SOUL WARMERS: Monday, January 23 | 2:00pm (Rm. 112)

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 | 5:00-8:00pm
Parents' Night Out is back with a new start time of 5:00pm. Enjoy an evening of free childcare and have
some time to yourselves. Go on a date, run errands, or just nap in the car! And don't worry, dinner is
provided. If you would like your children to attend, click here to RSVP.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-KLtnGYGKHGKILjnNYn92DxZTTMJOHm3IpQDYCli1m-Pomg/viewform


01.15.23 SERMON: DEEP ROOTS
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Plants and tree roots – the roots systems that make vegetation grow.
Your genetic roots – DNA tests like ancestry have gotten many of us to look back and see where our
ancestors came from and there are ancestry websites where you can go back and find family roots in
records, photos, census data to learn about your family tree.
Roots also might make you think about your hairline – are your roots showing?
The Roots might make you think of Quest Love and the Tonight Show Band 
And for a few of us church campers – the Roots is the basement of the building at the center of Camp
Crystal called the Oaks.

Today I would like to talk to you about roots. When you hear the word “roots” a number of things may come to
mind:

Roots matter – in plant systems roots are what draws in nutrients from the soil to feed the plant, roots are
what stabilizes a plant, be it a maple tree, a barrel cactus, or a petunia. Plant life could be sustained without
roots. And we need roots too. The next few weeks we are going to look at being rooted in our faith, in
particular in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). As God’s people our roots go all the way back to the
Garden of Eden, to the paradise God had created for us, and to the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.
As we read scripture we know that the people of God have been transplanted, pruned, watered, and grafted,
and the deep roots of faith have sustained people through all kinds of change, the deep roots of belief in
Jesus sustain us right now.

If I were to ask you who you are – how you’d describe yourself, would reveal your roots. Most of us know
some of our family background and may identify as Dutch, German, Asian, African – where our ancestors
come from helps to define us. We identify by where we grew up – Midwestern, West Coast, Upper Peninsula
– the place you see as home says a lot about your roots. It is hard to not be rooted in our work, what we do
for a living or where we go to school is a huge part of our identity. Most of us identify ourselves by family roles
– spouse, sibling, parent, child – and we identify by our bank account - upper class, middle class, lower class. 
But when you wonder who you are or what you’re here for – the biggest identity should be who you are
before God – you are a child of God, rooted in faith, a faith that has been around for thousands of years. You
belong to an eternal God who is always coming towards you, seeking you, loving you, wanting to have a
relationship with you. How is your relationship with God in this fresh new year? Are you planting your identity,
your hopes and your future in your faith is Jesus? For faith to be healthy, faith has to grow, belief needs to be
encouraged, and shared. Our common roots in Jesus Christ help us to grow deeper as Christians, and help
us to live strong lives without fear, strong lives of light and hope. As we begin this year, let’s look at how to
deepen our faith roots by becoming disciples of Jesus.

We are worshipping God at Cascade Christian Church. This church is part of a fellowship of other believers
who simply believe Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior, and together we call ourselves the Christian
Church/Disciples of Christ. Our ancestry, our roots, as the Christian Church Disciples of Christ is interesting,
somewhat unusual, very American, and very open. Maybe you’ve been a Methodist, a Lutheran, a Catholic,
or have roots in one of the many other branches of the Christian faith, here we identify ourselves by saying
we are disciples. We’ll get into what it means to be part of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ next week,
but for now I would like to focus on being disciples. 

But what is a disciple? It is a churchy word – but do you think about what it means? Webster's defines a
disciple as "a pupil or follower of any teacher or school”. A true disciple is not just a student or a learner, but a



follower: one who applies what he has learned. You’ve all been pupils; we’ve all gone to school. In some
classes you may have been just a learner, but in other classes, with the right teacher who inspired you, you
may have been a follower or disciple as they sparked your interest in learning and helped you apply what you
were learning to your path in life. A disciple can be a follower of a political leader or philosopher – for
example, Joseph Stalin was a disciple of Lenin, and Aristotle was a disciple of Plato. In the New Testament
we refer to a disciple as someone who is followed Jesus, was changed by Jesus, and who committed
themselves to the mission of Jesus.

When we think of disciples we probably think of the 12 Apostles – as listed in Matthew 10:2-4:  These are the
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son
of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

These twelve men were rooted in Christ, and became the disciples of Jesus. While we have heard of them,
we actually know very little about the disciples.I think that says a lot about their dedication to carrying out the
mission of Jesus. The original disciples knew it was not about them, it never was, it was all for the Messiah,
the Son of God. What we do know is these disciples were very, very common men.They weren’t qualified to
be disciples or Apostles by any ability or outstanding talent on their own, their power came from above as
they were filled with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Day.

So they were ordinary people like you and me- Peter was a fisherman, and it is said he had a foot shaped
mouth, he was a leader, outspoken, bold, but he also was like us in that he would speak before he thought
things through.Andrew, his brother, has been called the Apostle of small things, he was in the background
most of the time while Peter took the lead, but we remember Andrew’s zeal for following Christ and
introducing others to Jesus. James and John were also brothers, and Jesus gave them the nickname of the
“Sons of Thunder” for their drive, and how they stirred things up. James was the first of the disciples to be
martyred, and John went from thunderous to being the disciple Jesus loved. John’s theology was of love –
that God loves us so much that God sent His Son to save us. 

Phillip was very earthbound, but this very ordinary man spread the gospel and multitudes came to know
Jesus through him. Phillip’s friend, Nathanial, also called Bartholomew is hardly mentioned in scripture other
than how he said yes to Phillip’s invitation to come and meet Jesus. Matthew was a hated tax collector who
worked for Rome, betraying his own people, but he educated as a writer, and without him we would not have
one of the four gospels. Thomas was a twin and a skeptic, and his questions have been similar to ours, and
the answers Jesus gave him help to answer our doubts.

James the Less was the son of Alphaeus, and that’s about all we know. Simon the Zealot was a fighter,
eager for Jesus to overthrow Rome. So little is known of Thaddaeus that about all we know of him is his
name, and Judas handled the finances, cheated on his friends, and betrayed the Son of God. These are the
twelve men who changed the world. Through the ministry of these twelve, people in your family tree have
heard about Jesus, the Christ, and may have chosen to follow Him, and through the ministry of the disciples,
we are here today, seeking to join the followers, and be students or disciples of Christ. There is so much that
could be said about how Jesus coached, trained, inspired, and taught these very ordinary men to become
leaders. Today as we looked at our deep roots as disciples, I would like to share one of the lessons Jesus
used to teach the 12 – it is about roots, about growing deep and living strong for Jesus.

01.15.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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Matthew 13:1-9 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow. But when
the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed
fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

Most likely you’ve heard this parable since childhood – the four ways people can hear the word of God, and
the one way that faith can take root. The disciples heard this story from Jesus, and they didn’t understand.
Jesus taught them that people look but don’t see, they hear but don’t listen, their hearts are hard, and they
choose to not understand. Jesus then explained the parable – showing that becoming a disciple with deep
roots is a matter of the condition of your heart, giving the disciples this explanation: 
“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  When anyone hears the message about the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their
heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who
hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed
falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.  But the seed falling on good soil refers
to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

It is interesting that the seed is made available to all kinds of soil, meaning the Word of God is available to all
people, and that leaves us to ask ourselves, how deep are our roots, or what kind of soil or disciple are we?
The last three years have been rough and maybe your heart has become hard, and life can seem like a
barren waste land. If a heart is hard or you’re no longer mindful of God – you are without roots, and there
won’t be growth in your life.

Maybe your heart rocky, and your life is troubled. If so, you’re part of the rest of the world – we know life is a
difficult journey. But you’re on rocky ground if you let the obstacles and adversity of life overcome you. When
life gets unsteady, you need roots, deep roots. Come back, come back, and lean on Jesus.

Is your life full of distraction – are the thorns of life piercing you too deeply? We can easily get caught in
thorns, and because it is hard to break free of them, because it can hurt a lot to get out of them, we stay,
we’re caught, and we’re distracted by things we think can make us feel better – money, status, addictions,
popularity. All of these things catch us and hold us back, making it so we cannot put down healthy roots.

But good soil produces deep roots and a bountiful harvest. Let’s pray that this year is a season of deep roots,
as we hear God, respond to God, and see growth that is real and significant. As disciples of Christ let’s be
willing to do the hard work of growth, transformation, and change so we can make a difference in the lives of
others with our heart open to Jesus. Let’s choose to answer the invitation and be disciples, true followers of
Jesus.

01.15.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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You know, those who follow God are part of a long tradition of people who are in the minority, being a disciple
takes more than most of the world is willing to give. This was true in the Old Testament as we read in Isaiah
6:13: And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak
leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land. Isaiah wrote this
prophecy during the stormy period when the Assyrians empire was overtaking the world and Israel was on a
decline. People were giving up and many were discouraged. But Isaiah says even in the wasteland, even
when the forest is devastated, from the stumps of the tree a holy seed will come that will grow to bless the
world. And then he further identifies the stump and the roots in Isaiah 11:1 A shoot will come up from the
stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. We just celebrated the birth of this Seedling,
Jesus, born from the family of Jesse, who was the father of King David as traced through Joseph the
Carpenter’s linage.Jesus, born in Bethlehem, the City of King David, Jesus, whose ancestry, and roots go
back before there was time.

Are you rooted in Christ? To be a disciple, we have to be rooted in Him. I urge you this year to make the
effort to adjust your lifestyle to create good soil where you can grow in Christ. No other roots will sustain you,
and Jesus is always waiting for our hearts to be good soil where His word and His will can grow within us.
The gardeners and farmers among us know – it takes effort to grow and sustain life – and it is no different as
you seek to grow in your life.But as gardeners and farmers will tell you, the harvest is an incredible time, and
a full garden of flowers is close to the paradise God intends for us. We have been blessed to have deep roots
in the faith, but we also have the choice to uproot and call it quits. We have the choice to follow, to be a
disciple, or not. Jesus calls us, but he doesn’t force us. The choice to tap into the deep roots of faith and grow
in Jesus is a decision we all need to make throughout all phases of our lives.

So – your roots. This has been a tough week for many – so let’s go deep in faith, and pray, comfort one
another, be Kingdom minded. Let’s be kind, make the phone call, write the note. Let’s be generous with love,
warmth, and praise. In other words, let’s be disciples and follow our Teacher. May this be a season where
you are rooted in faith, where your spiritual growth is deep, and where you live strong as Christ’s disciples.
Let’s be who we say we are – The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Amen and amen.
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