
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
On Friday, January 6, churches across the world will observe Epiphany, the day that the church
recognizes the arrival of the wise men from the east who came to worship Jesus and offer him gifts. The
word “epiphany” means a sudden moment of revelation or insight. The wise men had the wisdom,
insight, and determination to find the Christ Child - to celebrate this new King whose birth had been
announced by a new star. Having an epiphany from the Holy Spirit is a wonderful way to start fresh, to
begin again, to see what God has instore for each of us.

On Sunday, January 1st, the church greeted the New Year. It was good to be back in church after the
Christmas storm of 2022, and to begin 2023 together before God. We began the New Year with a
tradition from Central Christian Church. We had a Star Sunday celebrating Epiphany, a day to look for
new insight and fresh revelation from God.  From the teaching of the Old Testament to the wise men’s
journey and the teachings of Paul in the New Testament, we see that each one of us can shine like a
star in the universe for Christ and Kingdom.

Those who attended worship that day were given a star card – an index card with a word to ponder,
meditate on, reflect over, and then act upon as the Holy Spirit directs. The star words included: 
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Visit, Compassion, Study, Grow, Find, Celebrate, Acceptance, Peace,
Expectation, Courage, Comfort, Challenge, Devotion, Promise,
Empathy, Grace, Kindness, Reconcile, Prayer, Hope, Lead, Faith,
Truth, Conviction, Joy, Trust, Persevere, Endurance, Patience, Bless,
Honor, and Commitment.

No one knew which card they would receive, and the idea is to keep your
card visible – tuck it in your mirror, keep it in your Bible, put it somewhere

“…they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead
of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed.”
 

MATTHEW 2:9-10

so you see it, and then see where the Lord leads you in this word. Each of us can be the star that guides
another to Jesus, and maybe your word is meant to help you help someone else. We all need the light of
Jesus, and maybe your word is meant for you – to bless you, heal you, help you.

If you have a star card, I hope that you will be blessed with an epiphany, a revelation from God about
yourself, about how you can shine like the stars in the universe. If you did not get a star card, they will be



Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Night Classes | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 1/11

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Admin Meeting | 4:30pm (Conference Room)
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 1/12

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Worship Committee Meeting | 5:30pm (Conference Room)

TUESDAY | 1/10

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)

FRIDAY | 1/13

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 1/9 Soul Warmers | 2:00-4:00pm (Rm. 112)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 1/8 Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 1/1/2022:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $12,132.31

 

Other Giving: $45,000

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:

In-Person: 97
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in the chapel and sanctuary entry way for you, and if you attend online and want a star card, email me,
or call and I’ll mail one to you.

As I close this letter, thank you for an amazing 2022, and for the spirit, resilience, grace, and love that I
see in this church. This next year will be one of new adventures and fresh revelation with God. It is a joy
and privilege to serve this congregation.

Happy New Year and keep the faith,
Jill

Cascade Christian Church continues to be blessed through generous financial giving each month. In
the month of December, for example, $4,500.00 was given towards security upgrade expenses.
Qualified Charitable Distributions were also received, totaling $11,620.00. In addition, a retirement fund
distribution of $10,000.00 was received. These financial gifts help pay for daily operational and ministry
expenses. To close the month of December, two financial gifts of $10,000.00 each were received, to
support Pastor Jill’s current ministries and to bless the church upon her retirement. To start the new
year of 2023, generous giving continues! An anonymous, undesignated, financial gift of $45000.00 was
received. The church is grateful to all who support the ministries of Cascade Christian Church as we
seek to be a church of open doors, hearts, and minds for Christ, Communion, and Community.

FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE



JONATHAN GAYLORD COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
This Sunday, January 8, the church will be recognizing the recipients of the annual Jonathan Gaylord
College scholarships at the 9:30 worship service. These scholarships are awarded in memory of
Jonathon Gaylord, the son of our former pastor, Raymond Gaylord, and his wife Jeannette. Jonathan
was killed in a car accident during his senior year of high school, and the Gaylords set up this fund to
assist those going to seminary.
 

As the years have gone by, the scholarship has been awarded to students in other majors as well, with
an emphasis on helping those going into the helping professions of Christian ministry, teaching, social
work, medicine, and a secondary emphasis on other college majors. Rex and Joyce Kingsland have
supported this scholarship and other church ministries through their investment in the Christian Church
Foundation, and the church is grateful to the Kingsland family that generous scholarships can be given
through the return on this investment.
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UPCOMING RECURRING ADULT EVENTS
SOUL WARMERS: Monday, January 9 & 23 | 2:00-4:00pm
DAYS FOR GIRLS: Saturday, January 14 | 1:00-4:00pm
SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH: Thursday, January 19 | 12:00pm
QUARTERLY IN-PERSON BOARD MEETING: Thursday, January 19 | 6:00pm
GAME NIGHT: Friday, January 20 | 7:00pm
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION MEETING: Saturday, January 21 | 9:00am

Adam Carlson – Seminarian at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana
Andy Elliott – Seminarian at Phillips Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma
Claire Froumis – Allied Health Science/Pre-Physician’s Assistant major, Grand Valley State
University
Jeremy James – Secondary Education major, Michigan State University
Charlotte Partak – General Business major, Grand Valley State University
Gabi Sleeman – Environmental sciences major at Michigan State University
Gracie Sleeman – Journalism major at University of Arizona
Sutton Steensma – Social Work and Women and Gender studies major, Hope College
Matt Weber – Music Education major, Michigan State University

This year’s scholarship recipients include:

In addition to funding the college scholarships, the Jonathan Gaylord Fund will also award checks to our
high school seniors this spring. We thank God for the generosity of those who have made this fund
possible, and we thank God for the outstanding students in our congregation.

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYLING WITH SCOUT TROOP 334
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 | 6:00pm
If you need to have your Christmas tree or greens recycled, please support the efforts of our local
Scout Troop. They will pick up your Christmas greens/tree and recycle them for a small fee. For more
information call the church office and we’ll connect you to the Troop for pick up.

GENERAL NEWS



SPRING HILL RETREAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
We will be taking the youth group along with others from Camp to Spring Hill January 27-29. We will be
meeting at church at 5:00pm on Friday, and we will be returning to church on Sunday around 1:00pm.
We are so excited to bring back this event from when Michael was in youth group and know that
everyone who goes will be blessed by the event.
 

If you have any snacks you would like to donate, we will be collecting them until 5:00pm on Friday,
January 27th. Thank you to everyone who has participated in our youth fundraisers (Jubal Brass
Brunch, Can Drive, & Little Caesars Pizza Fundraiser)! Because of your support, retreats like this are
much more accessible. 4

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

ICE SKATING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 | Following Sunday School
Come join the Middle School and High School youth ice skating at Patterson Ice Arena immediately
following Sunday School on January 8th. We will be joining open skate at 1:00pm and will be back at
the church around 3:00pm. Bring friends and money for snacks! We hope to see you there!

YOUTH MINISTRY
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS at 11:00am | WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am service in the High School Youth Room. Wednesday
night youth group is also back up and running. Youth Group goes from 6:30-8:00pm and is open to
everyone 6th grade and beyond. We hope to see you there!

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAYS at 9:30am | WEDNESDAYS at 6:30pm
After taking a break for the holidays, Wednesday Jubilee started back up this week. If you have a child
from Kindergarten through 5th grade who would enjoy an evening of games, snacks, and Bible study,
bring them to church on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 8:00! Every Sunday, elementary kids are dismissed
from the 9:30 service for Sunday School. We are currently working through LifeWay's Gospel Project,
which helps kids discover how God has worked with humanity to keep us in step with Him.

JT'S GATHERING IN MEMORY OF VIRGIL WESTDALE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 | 4:00pm
The church is invited to JT’s Pizza on Old 28th Street to observe what would have been Virgil
Westdale’s 105th birthday. This is a very casual gathering of Virgil’s military friends and fans, and all
are welcomed to attend, beginning at 4:00pm this Sunday.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Night Bible study class resumed this week with a new study on the book of Romans,
using a Max Lucado video and guide. The book of Romans teaches us that even in our weakness,
God will never let us go. It's not too late to join in this study, meet us Wednesday Nights at 6:30pm
upstairs in the education building.
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Happy New Year! What a great way you’ve chosen to begin 2023, being in church and worshipping your
God. It is the Sunday after Christmas, after the great Christmas storm of 2022, and most likely some of your
Christmas travels and holiday plans were altered by the blizzard, wind, cold, and snow. And yet, Christmas
still came. I couldn’t help but think of some of the secular Christmas stories – the Grinch who stole Christmas,
It’s a Wonderful Life, A Christmas Story, and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer – in all of those stories,
Christmas still comes, and hearts are changed, and while not directly referenced, the Light of Jesus Christ
broke through in each of those stories. The Grinch’s heart grew, the people of Bedford Falls rallied around
their kindly savings and loan banker George Bailey, Ralphie gets his Red Rider bb gun, and Rudolph’s
unusual nose becomes an asset. Christ is born anew in us at Christmas time, maybe even more so in
Christmas seasons of adversity.

And now, after the storm, after Christmas, we catch our breath, look back over the year that was, and look
ahead with hope in this New Year. Today we are going to focus on Epiphany, the story of the wise men who
visited Jesus. Looking back at their story might help us look ahead in our own faith story. The wise men teach
us about wonder and worship, good things to put into practice in the upcoming New Year. And their story is
also a story of light, star light, guiding light, the kind of light we need, and the kind of light we can be so we
can shine for Jesus this new year. Let’s read the account of the wise men from Matthew 2:1-12: 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all
Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this
is what the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on their
way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in
a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

We love this part of the Christmas story, don’t we? The wise men add to the mystery and majesty of the
humble birth of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In the Sunday School Christmas programs over the
years, the role of the three wise men has always been a bit coveted. They get to wear the best costumes,
maybe even crowns. On December 18, our Sunday School children acted out the nativity story for us –
Mellorie Cole was the Christmas star who guided the wise men to Baby Jesus. Our wonderful wise men were
Liam O’Brien, Austin VanVeghel, and Silas Noordyke. They wore the fancy wise men robes, brought gifts to
Jesus, and helped us recapture the wonder of the birth of the Messiah. Thank God for children who remind
us that Christmas and the new year are a time of wonder.



Many times we see the wise men in the Christmas program, and we have them present in our manger
scenes, but the gospel writer Matthew tells us that their visit was “After Jesus was born…” It is after Jesus
was born that the wise men came “from the East” most likely from Persia or Babylon, from lands to the east
of Israel. They are also referred to as the Magi. Magi is from the Greek word is magos which means wise
men, teachers, astrologers, star gazers. Matthew’s story of the birth of Jesus is not the first time we hear of
the Magi; they are also in the OT in the book of Daniel as they try to interpret dreams. And studying the stars,
watching for signs from the heavens is seen in the Old Testament, too. There is a prophecy in Numbers
23:17: I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob, a scepter will
rise out of Israel. This was a promise that Jesus was coming to them, not yet, but on His way. People had
watched for signs in the heavens of the coming Messiah for hundreds of years, waiting for this prophecy to be
fulfilled. 

The Magi watched and waited, too and saw a new star rising in the western sky, and wondered what it might
mean. They determined that it was the sign that a new King had been born. Remember, these were the most
brilliant men of their time, very educated in history, prophecy, the natural world, the paths of the planets, and
the signs of the seasons. But this star was unusual, so prominent that they knew it heralded a new king,
leading them to make a nine hundred mile trip westward to find this king and worship Him. It is estimated that
they travelled 6 months to get to Israel, and that shows their desire to seek and find the new king, and that is
because they were not only stargazers but also king makers. They came expecting to anoint and worship a
new king. These men, these educated foreigners, these men who were outsiders to the Jews, they knew
what they were seeing in the sky, and in obedience, they went to find the newborn king of Israel. In doing so
they fulfilled yet another Old Testament prophecy: Nations will come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. Isaiah 60:3 The Magi followed the star, and it drew them onward as they went to
worship the illumination, the brilliance this new ruler would bring to the entire world. If you knew a new ruler
had been born, if you came to worship a God who was new to you, but didn’t know exactly where He was,
you’d go to the center of power, to the capital city to find such a person. 

The wisemen go “to Jerusalem” the capital city, the natural place you would expect to find the new king. They
searched and asked “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We have seen his star in the
east and have come to worship him.” They searched and asked - “Where is He?” Imagine their amazement
and frustration when no one knew what they were talking about! Their search bothered people – all of
Jerusalem was disturbed by these wealthy foreigners asking too many questions. They were disturbed
because they had a king, Herod the Great, and no one messed with Herod. The question was really
disruptive because they asked, “where is the one born King of the Jews?,” not one who will later be king, but
the one who the new king is, now. Herod wouldn’t stand for this, there could be no other king.

But the wise men told the people of Jerusalem they had seen the star of this king. “His star” – For ages
people have wondered what this star was. I think we all wonder, and try to imagine it – and that’s good – this
star should inspire wonder because it illuminate the way to the Messiah, it is the heavenly signal that the
Christ has been born to rule and reign forever.

What was the star? There are a lot of theories - Some have suggested a comet or meteor. Others say it may
have been an alignment of the planets, some think it could have been a supernova. Still others say a special
created star for His birth. Whatever this was – God caused it to happen, and it shone with the glory of God.
The star was exceptional. The people of that time would have been far more familiar with the night sky than

01.01.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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we are, and I wonder about the people of Jerusalem. Hadn’t they seen the star? Most likely fear of Herod
quieted their curiosity about a new King. 

Whatever the star was, God had provided this light to guide these men to His Son. Why them? The wise men
were looking for Jesus with the right motives, and they represent us, the nations beyond Israel. They told
Herod they had come to worship Jesus and asked where the new king was to be found. Herod and his
counselors determined Bethlehem was the place to find the Child, – the prophet Micah had written that
Bethlehem would be the birthplace of the Savior about seven hundred years before Jesus was born: 
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
 for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Hearing this, the wise men prepared to set out to find and worship the new king, but the current king was
scheming something else. Herod has to be one of the worst rulers of all time. He was called Herod the Great,
and he did create some great building projects in his time, but he was a such a narcissistic, evil man. Anyone
who threatened his power or crossed him was killed – including his wife, mother in law, and his own sons. So
this very evil, paranoid man calls the wise men to meet with him secretly, and questioned them as to when
they had started seeing this special star, he then sent them on their way with the command that they need to
report back to him where the new king was so he could also go and worship this child. He was lying, and he
was lying in wait, when he knew where the child was he would make sure there was only one King in Judea.

So the wise men left King Herod with the instructions of where to go and with Herod’s request to return to him
with more information. And then the star reappeared, guiding them to the exact location of Jesus because
where else would the light of heaven shine except where the Lord is? The wise men rejoiced; Matthew says
they were overjoyed to see the star again, they had not lost their sense of wonder and excitement. They
hurried on their way – and they found what they had been seeking all of this time. The Child, Jesus. The wise
men remind us to keep our sense of wonder and then to respond to God in worship.

The wise men followed the star until it stopped over the house where Jesus was. Note that Matthew tells us
at this time Jesus, Mary and Joseph are in a house, it is not Christmas night, and Jesus is referred to as the
Child, not a baby in a manger, but a child in a house, still in Bethlehem, but some time had passed. Herod’s
later actions confirm that Jesus is not a newborn baby at this time. Soon Herod would command that all of the
boys in Bethlehem aged two and younger are to be killed – the star had appeared two years earlier to the
wise men, and the innocents of Bethlehem pay the price of the jealousy of a tyrant king. 

The Magi finally found Jesus, the One they had traveled all of this way to come to worship – and note that
Matthew says they fell down in worship. This is not some courtly bow – these are educated, wealthy men,
prostrating themselves, falling to the ground, forehead to the floor, before a toddler King. The Greek word
used here for worship is deep worship, like kissing someone’s feet, like a dog licking his master’s hand, this is
humble, reverent worship of the Son of God.

The wise men gave themselves before they gave their gifts. True worship includes giving yourself to God.
The gifts of the Magi capture our attention – as they came to give not to get, kneeling and presenting their
treasures. And then they gave Jesus gifts fit for a King, Matthew describes these as treasures – thinking of
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Psalm 72:10-11  May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores bring tribute to him. May the
kings of Sheba and Seba present him gifts. May all kings bow down to him and all nations serve
him. 
Isaiah 60:6 All from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense, and proclaiming the praise of the
LORD. 

them opening up their storehouses of riches in the east and choosing their most valuable to give to the Christ
Child. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh – These would have been the best of the best of what they owned.
These were gifts for royalty, and these gifts and the act of giving fulfills prophecy…

Gold symbolized the Kingship of Jesus, that He will reign and rule forever more. Frankincense recognizes His
deity. Jesus is God and incense was offered to God as part of worship. Myrrh symbolizes His humanity and
sacrifice. Myrrh was used on dead bodies like embalming. It reminds us that Jesus was born to die.
We know Mary and Joseph were so poor that when they dedicated the infant Jesus at the temple, the only
sacrifice they could offer was a pair of doves. These gifts, the wealth of the Magi, may have financed the
family’s trip to Egypt to escape Herod’s murderous plot. What would they have done without the wise men’s
generosity? 

So this is their story, the story of the wise men, not kings, maybe more than three, we don’t know their names
or exactly where they are from, except that wise men came from the east bearing these three kingly gifts, and
that they had the wisdom to worship the Christ Child. Then God used their dreams to warn them to avoid
Herod the Great and return to their homeland by another route. Their story ends there, the Bible doesn’t
mention them again. But their actions can illuminate our journey.

In any of these narratives from the Bible we can look and see where we fit and how their story impacts our
faith story. We are entering a new year. And friends, it is time to shine. All through Advent we have been
talking about Christ being born in us, in blessings, in guidance, in renewal, and in power. And on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day we celebrated that the Light of the world has come to us. Now it is the new year, and
what are we to do? How can we be wise men and wise women?

In Philippians 2:14-16 we find some great guidance from the Apostle Paul for the new year: Do everything
without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God
without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the
sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.
Christians are the stars of the universe. You are a star for God’s Kingdom. But when we let the clouds of
grumbling, arguing, and the need to be right overshadow our lives, our light grows dimmer and dimmer until
we’ve made our own complete cloud cover, not unlike last weekend’s blizzard. If your life is one of
complaining, maybe you’re not holding fast to the word of life, and light of Jesus is clouded by your own
darkness When we don’t complain, we shine for God, and people notice that. A star unlike any other guided
the wise men to Jesus, and you may be the star that guides someone, too. Friends, God made stars to
shine. 

Grumbling very well may be the one sin most tolerated by Christians and at the same time the most
intolerable to God. This command from Paul to stop complaining is strong: “to do all things without
complaining or arguing” - all things, everything. There is our challenge in the new year. Can we shine like
stars in the heavens? Can we be the kind of people who, like the Bethlehem star, shine so brightly that others
come and see what it is about us? What a powerful force Christians could be if we stopped fighting and
complaining. What would happen if we chose to be stars?

01.01.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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The wise men may have come in as pagan king makers, but they left changed into followers of God. They
were led by a star, and then left blessed by with the Light of the World! Anyone that truly has an encounter
with Jesus will change. Have you considered that you might be the star, the light that you might be the
change for someone else?

Today we are embracing a tradition from Central Christian Church. Christians can shine like stars in the
universe, and today we send you home with a star. On this star paper is a word, now your word to
contemplate for this new year. How might your word help you to grow to be a shining star in God’s Kingdom?
Rather than a new years’ resolution that won’t last the month, consider this word, tuck it in your mirror or in
your Bible, contemplate, meditate, seek, and see what God says to you through this word about how you can
shine for Jesus. 

You might question your ability to shine. I know. It has been a tough year, very hard for many of you. But God
has seen you through, and always will. Be encouraged by Isaiah 43:18-19
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.

Friends, the past is done, and God has a bright future ahead for you – new things are springing up, and God
is making a way in our wilderness. And you? You are a star, and may you do everything without complaining
or fighting, because you are a child of God, and you can shine in this crooked and depraved world. Let’s
shine. Amen and amen.
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