
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

This Sunday, February 5 is National Scout Sunday. Cascade Christian has sponsored a Scout Troop
since the mid 1950’s. Since those early beginnings of our Scouts, we have sponsored Scout Troop 334,
Cub Scout Pack 363, and Adventure Crew 2334 (for young adults who have aged out of Scouting).
Church leaders have often served as our Scoutmasters, including Milton Heaven, J. Thorington, Lance
Molander, Joe Porter, and David Klein. Our current Scoutmaster, Scott Zuke, is assisted by a wonderful
group of leaders and parents who shine with all that is best in Scouting. Our program is noted for the
excellence of leadership as exhibited in the number of Eagle Scouts that have come from our Troop. Our
first Eagle Scout, (the highest award in Scouting) was awarded to Don Heaven in 1959. Since that time
we have had 117 young men complete their Eagle rank, and we are proud of each of them. The
standards of the Scout Law have guided our Troop and their leaders for over 65 years. The Scout Law
states that a Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty,
brave, clean, and reverent.  

Here are a few highlights of the history of Scouting from the Scout Smarts website, writen by an
Eagle Scout named Cole:

The Scouting movement began in Great Britain in 1907, when Lord Robert Baden-Powell took a group of
boys fishing, tracking, and studying wildlife. This first Scout meeting proved to be a major success! In
1908, Baden-Powell published the Scouting for Boys handbook. His ideas — while very novel at the time
— spread like wildfire. In two years’ time, there were over 100,000 Scouts in the UK alone!

Fun fact: Baden-Powell also cofounded a similar organization for girls called the Girl Guides in 1910.
The American version was established in 1912, which later became known the Girl Scouts.

If Scouting started in the UK, then how did it travel across the ocean to the US? Well, we have William D.
Boyce to thank for that! In 1909, businessman and explorer William D. Boyce was visiting London when
he got stuck in a thick London fog. He was an American who was unfamiliar with the maze of London
streets and couldn’t find the way to his destination. Out of the thick fog, a young Scout approached,
asking how he could help. Boyce gave the Scout the address, and the young Scout led Boyce to his
destination. When Boyce tried to tip the Scout, the boy declined, stating that he was simply doing his
duty, and disappeared into the fog. This event inspired Boyce so much that he brought the idea of
Scouting back with him to the US!

Soon after the creation of the BSA in 1910 came other forms of Scouting aimed at including more
people. Cub Scouting was founded in 1916, but was originally called “Wolf Cubs.” The theme of both
names actually stems from the Jungle Book! It took a while for Cub Scouting to become what we know it
as today since many of the ranks — such as Bobcat and Tiger — weren’t introduced until much later.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Jubilee | 4:30-6:00pm
Wednesday Night Adult Study | 6:30-8:00pm
Youth Group | 6:30-8:00pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 2/8

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Admin Meeting | 4:30pm (Conference Room)
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 2/9

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Worship Committee Meeting | 5:30pm

TUESDAY | 2/7

Church Office Closed
Open Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)

FRIDAY | 2/10

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 2/6 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 2/5 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
Pre-K-5th Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm
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Scouting fact: While discrimination and segregation was prevalent nationwide until the 1960’s, the BSA
was quite inclusive when it came to African American members. The first Black troop was formed in
1911 in Elizabeth City, NC, and the first Black Eagle Scout was Edgar V. Cunningham, Sr., who received
his Eagle in 1926!

Shortly after, the BSA also created the Sea Scouts, Air Scouts, Explorer Scouts, and Rover Scouts.
These programs went through many changes over a 60-year period before forming what is now known
as Venturing. It’s thanks to these initial programs that Scouting is what it is today! In recent history, the
BSA has gone through several changes that have made it a more inclusive place for anyone who wants
to experience Scouting. Despite its controversies and criticisms, I doubt that anyone would disagree that
Scouting has done a lot of good for a lot of people — and will continue to do so well into the future!

Thank you to Eagle Scout Cole for this history, and please, as Scouts would say, “Be prepared,” and
plan to join us on Sunday to honor our Scouts and their leaders at both the 9:30 and 11:00 worship
services. 

Keep the faith, Jill

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending
on 1/29/2023:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $12,202.43

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 71
Website: 60 Households
Facebook: 9 Views

https://www.scouting.org/programs/venturing/about-venturing/history/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_Scouts_of_America#Impact_on_American_life
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GENERAL NEWS
SCOUT SUNDAY
THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
On Sunday, February 5 we will be celebrating our Scout Troops for National Scouting Sunday. Cascade
Christian has been a longtime supporter and sponsor of Scouting, and currently we have a Cub Scout
Pack, a Scout Troop, and an Adventure Troop meeting at the church. There will be a coffee hour on
Sunday in the coffee house – come and welcome the Scouts and their families and visit with friends and
church members over coffee and cookies from 10:30-11:30am. Please plan to join us!

WOMEN'S EVENT: WONDER WHAT GOD IS DOING IN YOUR LIFE?
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 | 10:00am-12:00pm
Faith, Doubt, and God’s Mysterious Timing – A Women’s Event at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church
(7495 Cascade Road SE) with keynote speaker Laurie Polich Short. The cost for this event is $10, to
sign up please call the church office.

COFFEE HOUR
We are looking for volunteers to staff a once a month coffee hour between the worship services in the
church coffee house. If you're willing to work in this ministry, contact the church office. Responsibilities
would include purchasing snacks, setting up the coffee house, turning on the Keurig machines,
welcoming people from 10:30-11:30am, cleaning up, and turning in your receipts to be reimbursed.

The church is recovering from COVID as all churches are. They are in discussions about going from
two services to one service. Please pray for them as they discern what would be best for the whole
church, and the best use of church resources.
Eureka Christian has recently lost a beloved staff member, but for a good reason. Their staff
member who got them up and running as an online church has entered the ministry and their last
Sunday is February 12. Please pray for the church as they seek what to do next, and for the
success of their staff member’s ministry.
Eureka Christian is in the process of discernment about becoming an Open and Affirming
congregation. They will begin a six week study and then vote later this year as they seek to be a
church that welcomes all people.

NEWS OF OUR PARTNER CHURCH
EUREKA CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN EUREKA, ILLINOIS
In January, the boards of both Cascade Christian and Eureka Christian chose to become prater
churches. As part of this new partnership, we are sharing some of our prayer concerns that impact our
whole church with Eureka, and they are sharing their prayer needs with us. Reverend Jennie
Churchman has asked us to pray for Eureka Christian Church in these area:

1.

2.

3.

Eureka is praying for Cascade Christian as we seek to have our Child Development Center thrive, and
for our Search Committee as we seek our next pastor.

If you would like to visit Eureka Christian Church all are invited to their 5th Sunday of the month
combined worship service on April 30th. We plan to work on shared ministries this summer and perhaps
a pulpit exchange.



YOUTH MINISTRY

SKI TRIP
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 | 7:00am
Middle School and High School students are invited for a day of fun on the slopes at Nubs Nob. We'll
leave the church at 7:00am and arrive back at 8:00pm. The cost for this outing is $50 and includes food.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
WEDNESDAY JUBILEE: CHILDREN'S BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAYS | 4:30pm-6:00pm
Our Wednesday Jubilee Children's Bible Study is gathering from 4:30-6:00pm in the Elementary
classroom. Each week, we dig through the Bible to discover the Truths that God has provided us – all
while having fun and practicing being God’s People, following in the example of Jesus. If you have a
child from Kindergarten through 5th grade who would enjoy an evening of games, snacks, and Bible
study, bring them to church for Wednesday Jubilee!

ATTENDANCE
for the week

ending on 01.29.23:
 

Elementary S.S.: 2
Youth Retreat: 36

Wednesday Jubilee: 0
Wednesday Youth: 9

ROCK CLIMBING
THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 | 12:00-3:00pm
The youth group will be going rock climbing at Inside Moves on Sunday,
February 5 immediately following Sunday School. Invite your friends and
bring $10.

DAYSPRING CHORALE TO RETURN TO CASCADE CHRISTIAN
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Cascade Christian is pleased to announce that Day Spring Chorale of NorthPointe Christian Schools will
be singing at both worship services on Sunday, February 26. This choral group of high school students
have brought our congregation so much joy over the last few years. Please plan to join us, and if you
wish, bring offering money to help with their annual mission trip to either Alaska or Haiti.

Last weekend 36 students and 10 leaders from around the Disciples
Michigan Region had a blast at a winter retreat at SpringHill.



01.29.23 SERMON: ROOTED - BEING A COVENANT PEOPLE
REV. NEIL TOPLIFFE
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This morning I’m continuing the theme of being Rooted that Pastor Jill has done so well in focusing our
attention upon … our Biblical heritage. All of which, as Jill pointed out last week, leads us to Cascade
Christian Church and how those powerful strands of faith over thousands of years tie us to the heritage and
the dynamic continuing witness of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) here in our Michigan Region,
across North America, and globally. 

Today I’ll build on our ties as part of the larger family of Disciples. But to get there, let’s talk first about one
word, Covenant. Actually, two words, New Covenant. 

What do we mean by Covenant? 
We probably are most familiar with it as a legal term. The condo complex where I live has covenants. We
sign a sheet when we buy into the condo complex to abide by the constitution and bylaws of Knapp Valley
Condominium Association. We are familiar with it as a set of formal agreements that are binding. 

In our Old Testament/Hebrew scriptures there are several references to covenants of the Israelites of
following the Torah in fulfilling God’s commandments. These agreements were seen similarly as part of the
law of Moses - legal and binding, causing the people to pay a price when they strayed from the ways of God. 

Those laws – according to the book of Exodus, were kept in the Ark of the Covenant. It was described as a
wooden chest, covered in pure gold with an elaborately designed lid. Biblical accounts relate that
approximately one year after the exodus of Egypt, the ark was created and followed in front of the Israelites
on their march to the Holy Land. 

Covenant was still on the minds of the Old Testament Prophets, including Jeremiah in the early 7th Century
BC at a time of disarray for the Israelite people and ultimately the fall of Jerusalem. Jeremiah the prophet
speaks of a New Covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-34

31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
    “when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
    and with the people of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant
    I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
    to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
    though I was a husband to[d] them,[e]”
declares the Lord.
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
    after that time,” declares the Lord.
“I will put my law in their minds
    and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
 and they will be my people.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19724d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19724e


34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,
 or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me,
 from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
 and will remember their sins no more.”

Note that Jeremiah is talking about a new covenant beyond that carried by those who were led out of Egypt.
This new covenant still focuses on the Laws of Moses but reminds followers once again of God’s forgiveness. 

How does all this touch us? 
It touches us every Sunday here at Cascade and in all our Disciples and many other churches across the
country every week. Did you realize that? Let’s read once again those words of institution from I Corinthians
11:23-26.

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed,
took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this
in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

In so many ways this is why communion, for we in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), is so central to
who we are. It’s why our logo is a red chalice with the St. Andrews cross. It’s why we include communion
every time we gather for worship. You may have heard the joke, paraphrasing scripture, “Wherever two or
three are gathered together, Disciples will have communion!” 

But we need to note, because it is so important, when Jesus says new covenant, it is a NEW Covenant and
when we repeat it every week in receiving communion it impacts us directly – who we are individually, as a
congregation, a community, a region and a denomination. 

Jeremiah talks about an old covenant restored but Jesus talks about a truly new covenant with humankind
rather than Israel, and with a new law… LOVE – “You shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Mt 22:39). Jesus
focuses the New Covenant not on laws but on people – the faithful … living out the gospel of LOVE. 

It is easy to become complacent during communion on Sunday morning. We can tend to barely hear the
words of institution when they are read. But listen …. Listen …. This CUP that YOU RECEIVE IS THE NEW
COVENANT. FOR YOU … WITH YOU … IN YOU! 

How does the New Covenant play out? 
So, just how does this pledge of a new Covenant in Christ play out? That covenant we participate in each
week? When we partake of the Lord’s supper? Drink of the cup … whether from a chalice or a small plastic
cup? 

Gosh there are so many examples near and far but let me share a few that I’m aware of that standout to me.
Let’s begin right here at Cascade Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

01.29.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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As a congregation our commitment to nurturing children and youth is exceptional. We really do understand …
we get Jesus’ New Covenant of Love. So also, the Mission projects we support locally and globally. And
providing a home and support for an Afghan family. Yes, we are speaking the Covenant of Love … walking in
the steps of Jesus. Engaging also in Bible study, discussion groups understand our slice in dealing with
racism in our lives and communities. Looking directly into what the Word says for living in today’s world –
accepting differences and diversity. In all of this, we are being the New Covenant. 

 But do you realize how much broader and larger your Covenant witness is? What the Covenant message
truly is saying/doing to you and within you? When you take the bread and drink the cup of THE NEW
COVENANT? … As God’s living, breathing, walking hands/feet …witnesses of his Word and His Love?

A few of you may remember Bob Cunei. The short time I pastored Fremont Christian Church north of here in
the late 1960s, I got to know Bob, a young businessman and youth leader here at Cascade. 

Not long after meeting him, Bob received a call from God … probably nudged by your long-time pastor
evangelist Ray Gaylord. Bob committed himself to Christian ministry, went on to seminary, pastored several
congregations including one of our denominations largest and strongest in Kansas City, and ultimately
became President of one of our Disciples seminaries.

No, that isn’t a path many of us will follow.But that story came to mind last Sunday as I watched the children
up front during children’s time with Adam. I wondered who is it or will it be that touches the heart of one of
those young ones, here – at home – at Camp Crystal with the Covenant of Love? Simply by your Presence,
or your words or affirmation and assurance, or being a mentor at the table or Trunk or Treating? A presence
that impacts a child for a lifetime…. Leading her or him to grow in Christ’s love and, in the process, changing
the lives of hundreds of others in the name of Christ.

I can name two who had that kind of impact on my life. It was Jim Webb, an elder in my home church in
Windsor Ontario, and Marky Simpson, my church camp dean on the shores of Lake Erie. Who was it for you?
Whom might you nurture with a word or just how you live out the example of Jesus because you are a New
Covenant follower? 

Friends, the New Covenant also goes beyond these walls and this community of followers. You see, in our
theological context, Covenant is a verb, not a noun. With that reality we remember Christ as God’s son and
witness to us, even as we are joined to a larger community. We are the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
We are one of more than 3100 congregations spread across the USA and Canada, a movement in a
fragmented world as part of the one body of Christ …. Welcoming all to the Lord’s table, just as God has
welcomed us. 

Who we are as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) may not seem like much…. ….  It’s almost like a
light switch. You turn it up and down – the lights come on and off. You take it for granted, never thinking of
the gigantic power generators creating the electricity, the power lines weaving their way across the
countryside, into a box of circuit breakers and through the walls to the light switch and lamps. In many ways
that describes who we are as that movement known as the Disciples of Christ beyond the local church into
the Regional and General ministries. 

01.22.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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Here in the region of Michigan – we are New Covenant people, partnered with 38 Michigan Disciples
churches but as of last year we now are Covenant Partners with 250 plus Disciples churches in Illinois-
Wisconsin Region. To be in Covenant with each other means we care, we look for ways to support each
other. 

We share the costs and resources of people and money to make Crystal Conference Center operate –
providing Christ based camps that impact folks for a lifetime. Covenant as a regional partner is how we are
helped in finding new pastors, as this church is now engaged. And it’s where our new Regional Minister,
Teresa Dulyea-Parker helps churches in crisis and struggles. And this Regional Covenant will take on even
more meaning in coming months now that Cascade has partnered with Eureka Christian Church in Eureka
Illinois, discovering, praying for, and supporting each other in new ways. 

That light switch analogy works also when we think of the wider ministry of we Disciples nationally and
globally. Through our regular financial support of the Disciples Mission Fund (DMF), we provide ministries of
education, establishing new congregations, ministries abroad, and more. You see, our Covenant takes us
beyond this building, often without us being aware. 

Do you realize that, beyond the specific global projects we support, that we are engaged in Christ’s witness in
more than 90 countries with over 290 partners? Or that the largest number and fastest growing of Disciples
members is in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The Congo was one of the Disciples earliest overseas
ministries, led by a pastor who once served in Michigan – Ionia or Muir, not sure which. 

The list of Disciples General Ministries goes on touching in so many ways Christ’s children of all ages across
the globe… There’s Christian Church Foundation, where you have investments – the Gaylord Scholarships
for instance, CCF understands the New Covenant of Christ as it carries out its mission of financial services.
There’s the Disciples Church Extension Fund that works closely with congregations in discovering and
financing their holy spaces, providing loans for accessibility, technology. 

And there’s Week of Compassion that has a domestic and global network to move fast at times of disaster …
at an administrative cost far less than many other the aid organizations. In fact, when there are special calls
for help, such as recent hurricanes and tornados here at home, or aid to people caught in the Ukrainian war,
all Week of Compassion designated gifts go 100 percent to the partners on the ground. 

Our Disciples General Minister and President, the Rev Dr Terri Hord Owens, in her recent Christmas and
New Year Greeting, said this, 
“The world must be different for those of us who follow Jesus. So, how will your life be different? How will you
be different because of Christ? ... There are no limits to God’s love, and we rejoice in the new covenant that
we have with God… Because of Christ we are new, and the world will indeed be new if we fully live into our
own discipleship.” 

“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you … This cup is the new covenant in my blood…” 

Friends, you, me, we all are Vessels of the New Covenant, partakers and witnesses of Christ’s love in a
fragmented world. Let us not only partake but also share it in Word and Deed! 
Amen and Amen. 

01.29.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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