
MARCH 5: Adam Carlson will preach about “Grace for the Lost” in the story of the Prodigal Son
found in Luke 15:11-32. There will be refreshments between the services in the coffee house hosted
by Steve and Audrey Dirksen.

MARCH 12: “Grace for the Blind” from John 9:1-7, 24-28 – the story of Jesus healing a blind man
and the consequences.

MARCH 19: “Grace for Those Who Are Ashamed” from John 4:7-26 – the story of the woman at
the well. We will also have an update from the Search Committee and the Crock Pot Cook-Off.

MARCH 26: “Grace for the Wretched” from I Timothy 1:12-17 – the story of the Apostle Paul.

Dear Cascade Christian Church,
The season of Lent has begun! Lent lasts for forty days, marking the 40 days Jesus spent in the
wilderness before He began His ministry. The dates of Lent and Easter move around from year to year
because the date set for Easter is always the first Sunday after the first full moon after March 21 (the
day spring begins). Lent began last week, on February 22, with Ash Wednesday, a day of confession
and repentance. You’ll notice that the math might not add up here, there are more days between Ash
Wednesday and Easter Sunday, April 9 – and that is because Sundays are not counted in the 40 days.

Lent is an ancient celebration in the Church. This is a time for us to live and give sacrificially, maybe to
give up something that we consume too much of (chocolate, social media, etc.) and spend more time in
matters of faith, or instead of giving something up – do something more. Our Lenten devotions this year
are based on God’s amazing grace. We’ll spend time with many people of the Bible who encountered
that amazing grace and then shared that grace with those around them. On Sunday, February 26 we
saw God’s grace to the people of Israel in their time of despair. The prophet Isaiah brought them
messages from God of hope, a new day, a Suffering Servant, and the advent of Jesus.

Here are our sermon themes for the next Sundays of Lent:

As we seek God’s grace, may we become only more and more aware of the goodness and mercy of
God. May we share that grace as freely as it has been given to us.

Keep the faith,
Jill

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
No Wednesday Jubilee
Wednesday Night Lenten Bible Study | 6:30pm
Youth Group | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 3/8

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 3/9

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm

TUESDAY | 3/7

Church Office Closed
Jesus Laughing Talk Group | 7:30am (Coffee House)

FRIDAY | 3/10

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 3/6 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 3/5 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
Pre-K–5th Grade Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm
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FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 2/26/2023:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $6,467.85

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 205

Website: 66 Households

GENERAL NEWS

LENT BIBLE STUDY
STARTING WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 | 6:30pm
Our theme for the season of Lent is Amazing Grace, honoring the 250th anniversary of the writing of the
hymn “Amazing Grace.” We will tie the words of this beloved hymn to our lives today as Disciples of
Christ, looking at the lives of those in the Bible who experienced the amazing grace of God. We were
once lost in sin, but now we are found in Jesus, and we can see his love at work in us through His death
and resurrection. All are welcome to join this 5-week study.

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
This spring the church will be producing a new church directory, and we are calling on all church
members and friends to get their photographs taken to be included in the directory. There will be a
photo station set up at church through the month of March for photos and to have you look at the
information we have for you in our system, and to update what is incorrect. If you are unable to come to
church in person call in your updated information at (616) 949-1360. 
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WEEK OF COMPASSION LENTEN OFFERINGS
During the season of Lent (the 40 days before Easter) Cascade Christian Church urges all of our friends
and members to live a little more sacrificially so you can do something more for those in need. Week of
Compassion is our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) disaster and poverty fund. When there are
hurricanes, fires, flooding, tornados anywhere in the United States, Week of Compassion works with the
local agencies to bring help and relief with very minimal administrative costs.

Your Week of Compassion dollars also go abroad to aid people in Ukraine, Syria, and Turkey due to the
loss of life from the massive earthquakes and the war. Let us live sacrificially to give our offering on
Maundy Thursday, April 6, or Easter Sunday, April 9. 

CROCK POT COOK-OFF
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 | 12:00-2:00pm
The youth are hosting our annual Crock Pot Cook-Off Sunday, March 19 from 12:00-2:00pm in
Centennial Hall. This year, we're expanding the event to include all types of slow-cooked dishes, and we
encourage you to get creative not only with your recipes but also with the names of your dishes. There
will be prizes for the best-tasting dish as well as the most creatively named dish. Don't miss this chance
to showcase your culinary talents, share some delicious food with your fellow church members, and win
some fantastic prizes! Donations will be collected for the youth missions fund. Click here or contact the
church office to sign up to bring a dish. 

UPCOMING MONTHLY ADULT EVENTS & MEETINGS
DAYS FOR GIRLS: Saturday, March 18, 1:00-4:00pm | Meet in Centennial Hall to take part in
this missions work creating menstrual kits for women in need.

SOUL WARMERS: Monday, March 13, 2:00-4:00pm | All women are invited to join us in Room
112 for an afternoon of knitting and fellowship.

COLLEGE BOX MINISTRY: Tuesday, March 21, 5:30pm | This month's meeting to put together
care boxes for our college students will be Tuesday the 21st in Centennial Hall.

GREEN CHALICE MEETING: Wednesday, March 15, 5:30pm | Meet us in the Adult Studies
room upstairs in the Education Building to discuss and plan initiatives to be better stewards of
God's creation as a church.

SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH: Thursday, March 16, 12:00pm | Enjoy a delicious lunch and learn
from Jan Schichtel about the history of the Irish in Cascade Township. $5 is helpful to cover food
costs, but not required.

BOARD MEETING: Thursday, March 16, 6:00pm | The church Board meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 16 at 6:00pm by Zoom. All of the church is invited to attend, contact the
church office for the Zoom link.

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION: Saturday, March 18, 9:00am | Join us in the church Coffee House as
we continue to discuss Latasha Morrison's book, "Be the Bridge."

https://tinyurl.com/CCCCookOff


YOUTH MINISTRY
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

WEDNESDAY JUBILEE
WEDNESDAYS | 4:30pm-6:00pm
Wednesday Jubilee is our midweek Bible Study for Kindergarteners through 5th graders. Throughout
Lent, we are diving into how amazing God’s grace is: it finds us, relieves our fears, gives us hope &
strength, uplifts all of creation, and even overcomes death. Join us in the Elementary Room from 4:30-
6:00pm every Wednesday! And don’t forget – coming to Wednesday Jubilee (and bringing a friend and
a Bible) is a fantastic way to earn points for the Sonshine Store!

SONSHINE STORE
Throughout the season of Lent, children can earn points by reciting Bible verses, performing acts of
kindness, attending church, doing a Lent devotional, filling a donation box with coins, and more. After
completing a challenge, children can report their points to their teacher at Sunday School or Wednesday
Jubilee to track their progress and see how many points they've earned. On Easter, children can then
redeem all their points for exciting prizes at the Sonshine Store, a fun and interactive way to celebrate
the end of Lent!

ATTENDANCE
for the week

ending on 02.26.23:
 

Elementary S.S.: 8
Youth S.S.: 4

**Wednesday Activities
Canceled Due to Weather

GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS GAME
SATURDAY, MARCH 11
On March 11, the Youth Group is taking a group of 12 to the Grand Rapids Griffins game. A big thank-
you to Dan Hickey for donating tickets again this year!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS | 9:30am
This Lenten season in Sunday School, we're diving into the Gospel
Project curriculum to learn about how Jesus came to save us through His
life, death, and resurrection. We've spent the past few months studying
the prophets, who eagerly anticipated the arrival of the Messiah. Now,
we're exploring how Jesus came to offer salvation and hope.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
FRIDAY, MARCH 17 | 5:00-8:00pm
We had great success increasing the time to 5:00-8:00pm last month. We are continuing with that time
this month, and our next date is March 17. Parents’ Night Out is a wonderful opportunity for parents to
get dinner with friends or go shopping alone! While you’re gone, we will provide excellent childcare,
including games, crafts, dinner, and a movie. Parents with children birth through 10 years old are
encouraged to sign up at tinyurl.com/CascadePNO.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
VBS 2023 | AUGUST 7-11 (9:00-11:30am)

http://tinyurl.com/CascadePNO
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02.26.23 SERMON: GRACE FOR THE DESPAIRING
Friends, if we had been able to meet on Ash Wednesday we would have repented of our sins before
God, we would have had the ashes of burned palms leaves placed on our foreheads in the shape of the
cross, and we would have experienced the forgiveness of our Gracious God. Lent has begun, these are
the forty days before Easter. Forty days marking the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, forty days to
look within to see how we can do better, forty days to focus on the grace of God, forty days to respond
with humility and gratitude. 

The grace of God is amazing – and that grace is available to all who come before God, all who claim
Christ as Lord, all who come with humble hearts. God’s amazing grace is the focus of our Lenten journey
this year. The grace of God is almost beyond comprehension. This amazing grace was experienced by
an English sea captain, John Newton, who had a wretched past. He captained ships carrying African
men, women, and children to the Americas, but not as citizens. Newton was part of the great evil of
enslaving and selling people. But God’s amazing grace changed him – and later Newton became and
Anglican priest and penned a hymn we know well. The first line of the hymn is Amazing grace how sweet
the sound that saved a wretch like me, I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see. The
Hymn Amazing Grace is 250 years old this year, and it still speaks to us in our own wretchedness and
despair. Amazing Grace is sung in this sanctuary and chapel, it has been sung by Presidents and
children, played on bagpipes, and sung by some of the greatest voices of our time. As we journey
together towards Easter, we journey with Jesus, in God’s amazing grace.

Jesus illustrated God’s grace for those who are humble in two short parables that we would have shared
on Ash Wednesday: Luke 15:1-10

First, the parable of the lost sheep:
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Then
Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.
Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his
friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’  I tell you
that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

And then The Parable of the Lost Coin “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.
Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  And when she
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my
lost coin.’  In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”

God’s grace is amazing – and there is rejoicing in heaven when we seek forgiveness. The angels dance
when the lost are found. Grace is there when we repent and admit that we’ve messed up and need a
Savior. It is there for the asking, freely given, by a generous God, given freely, but at the cost of the life
of God’s own Son. Grace has been described as God’s riches at Christ’s expense. Grace is getting what 
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we don’t deserve, it is a close cousin to mercy, which is when we don’t get what we do deserve. That our
all-powerful, all knowing God, from whom no secrets are hid, gives us this grace, gives us forgiveness
and life forever is amazing. The power of God’s grace can change someone from being a racist enslaver
of people, to a humbled priest who wrote a confessional song that we remember through the ages. 

This Sunday and the following Sundays we will walk in the grace of God, and today we look at God’s
amazing grace for the despairing. Scripture is full of despairing people. We join them in our despair over
the shooting at MSU, and the other shootings this past week. We despair over the continued war in
Ukraine, the loss of life in Turkey and Syria from the earthquake. To despair is to begin to lose hope. I
fear that at times, we all have season of despair when the prodigal does not come home, when the
cancer returns, when the officer is at your door to tell you of the accident, when the doctor says there is
nothing else that can be done. In the days of the prophet Isaiah, about 750 years before the birth of
Jesus, the people of God were weathering a stormy period. Their nation was in decline, Assyrians were
the dominant power, Jerusalem was threatened. Isaiah spoke to people who were close to collapse,
people who couldn’t handle one more thing, people who sound a lot like many of us today. And in their
despair, God told them through Isaiah that God would punish those who rebelled, but afterward he would
restore them. Isaiah wrote of God’s judgment, but also of grace and salvation. The book of Isaiah tells us
that God will be with us, and that God’s grace will bring us home. 

God sent Isaiah as a messenger – and in Isaiah 6:1-8 he speaks to us: In the year that King Uzziah
died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the
temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces,
with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one
another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with
smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” Then one of the
seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away
and your sin atoned for.”  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Isaiah said, “Here I am, send me!” And God did – with messages of hope to people who felt very alone.
The glory days of Israel would become a distant memory, the great city of Jerusalem would be in ruins,
foreign kings would rule the people, exile would come. The people had been warned – their injustices to
the poor, their false worship of other gods, their pride and superiority lead to this disaster, to this despair.
The people despaired, felt empty, their faith grew cold and faint, and into this darkness God sent a new
message through Isaiah 40:1-5 saying “Comfort, comfort my people.” There was no warning in this
message, no judgment – just comfort, comfort my people, a message of God’s grace. 

Isaiah 40: 2 continues: Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
Who among us would not welcome a message of comfort when we’re weighed down with anxiety, grief,

02.26.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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guilt, and despair? Who among us, especially when we know the depths of our own sins and our own
guilty conscience wouldn’t want the life giving grace of God? Who among us doesn’t need some
comfort? These days have been difficult, our sorrows have been many- and then there is God – seeking
us out, and speaks tenderly. Think about speaking tenderly - maybe to a beloved spouse, child, or baby,
or maybe your faithful dog or cat. God speaks tenderly to you – to nurture you, to bring you to wholeness
in this fragmented world, to revive you to life, to set you on a new path of hope. Despair, death, judgment
aren’t the last word friends – the last word is always God’s enduring grace.

Check out this picture of what that grace looks like: A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare
the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be
raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged
places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
The wilderness itself is transformed – instead of dryness and loneliness, there is water and life. Instead
of the peaks and valleys – the high anxiety of despair and the lowest depths of grief, there is a smooth
path, a highway straight through the desert. What was rough becomes passable, what looked impossible
is doable. This is a journey of freedom – and all can see it – this is the glory of God on display. What was
dead is now alive. This friends, is an image of grace. And when the joyous journey across the desert
reaches its destination and home is in sight, we then raise our voices to God in praise for His grace – the
grace that leads us home.

The hymn Amazing Grace speaks of many dangers, toils, and snares – and we understand that. Life is
dangerous and temptations are like traps. And to that Isaiah responds: Isaiah 40:28-31 Do you not
know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to
the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young
men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
That grace is there for you – strength when you’re worn out, power when you’re at your lowest, fresh
energy when you put your hope in God – new life when you trust Jesus – so precious is this grace that
you’ll not only survive, but you’ll soar, you’ll have the strength of a marathon runner, you’ll be able to take
the long walk of life and take it in stride, because you’re not alone, Jesus is at your side.
This isn’t just a Lenten walk, but a life journey. And friends, it’s easy to get off track, simpler to take the
off ramp, to take the trail that leads to despair and destruction. Isaiah warns us to be careful, to watch
where we’re going, and gives us a future picture of our Lord and King, Jesus as a Suffering Servant, a
man of sorrows in Isaiah 53:1-3 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the
Lord been revealed? He (Jesus) grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we
should desire him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar
with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low
esteem.

Jesus was despised and rejected – a man of sorrows and acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our
backs on Him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. This is the starting place 

02.26.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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of our Lenten journey. To confess that this is us, that our words, actions, attitude can say – we don’t
care. But God does. Like a lost sheep or coin, God is coming after you, seeking you, He will find you, He
will carry you home. His grace will lead you home. 

In Isaiah 43:19 God says See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I
am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. God is always doing something
new- making people new, refreshing, restoring, redeeming, all of us who turn to Him, all of us who
humble ourselves and come to Him. If the starting place of Lent is the confession that we have turned
our backs and don’t care, this is the path forward, a new path, a new way, the Way of Jesus. It is
springing up all around us, new opportunities to grow and change, new chances to forgive and seek
forgiveness, new ways to find and share the Kingdom. There is a way through the wilderness of your
despair, and that way is Jesus.

So can we do this? Can we start with confession, and then begin the walk of amazing grace? Part of
Lent is repentance, a term that simply means turn around or come back. Let us turn back to God and
say, Here I am Lord, Send me. Amen and amen.

02.26.23 SERMON CONTINUED


