
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
I have just returned from a week in Tucson, celebrating the wedding of my son, Max and his wife,
Elizabeth, at Grace Saint Paul Episcopal Church. As you can imagine, this was a wonderful event in the
life of my family, and Mike and I welcome our new daughter-in-law with so much love. I thank you for
your prayers and good wishes for Max and Lizzy. I also thank seminarian Adam Carlson for preaching,
Rev. Armand Aronson for making hospital visits and pastoral calls, and Rev. Kathy Bird-DeYoung for
having my back. In our time of family and celebration, I did not forget that we are in the season of Lent.

Lent is a time for fasting, for focusing on Jesus, a time to deny yourself and pick up your cross and
follow Christ to wherever He leads. It can be easy in this second week of the six weeks of Lent to begin
to drift, to lose focus, to stray away from your Lenten intentions. The world is constantly distracting us
from what is important and of greatest value – and that is time with our Lord and God. Maybe you’ve
had the experience of not being quite prepared for something like a family event, a work project, or a
vacation – and then you get caught in the details of trying to catch up. You might miss out on what was
important – time with the family, the joy of completing the project well, or being worried rather than being
present for your vacation experience. Focus takes effort – and the distractions and worries are many.

During Lent, Jesus invites you to pick up your cross and follow Him. You don’t have to worry over the
details, make a map of where Jesus is going to take you, or make a blueprint of the project – all you
need to do is follow. But laying things down and picking up a cross to follow Jesus on this narrow path
of Lent will take effort and hours. I urge you to stay on the path, to not lose focus, to not drift.
Throughout scripture we read of how God’s people had drifted away – they became involved in the
culture around them, they became wrapped up in themselves, and they lost the great picture of God’s
grace and goodness. In Revelation when Jesus addressed the seven churches, He spoke of the Church
of Sardis as being both alive and dead. They started out well as a church, but over time they drifted
away, they couldn’t finish the journey. I encourage you to keep the faith, to not stray, to stay alive in
Christ. 

But God’s amazing grace is there for all of us when we lose focus and get lost along the way. Following
Jesus is thrilling, surprising, refreshing, and perplexing. When we walk with Jesus it takes trust, an
enduring trust that we are on the right road and with the right trail partner. When we walk at the side of
Jesus, we can be sure we are headed in the right direction – and that the path, while at times
challenging and exhausting, is filled with rest for our spirits, delight for our souls, and generous grace
from our Creator and Father. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Jubilee | 4:30-6:00pm
Green Chalice Meeting | 5:30pm (Adult Studies Room)
Wednesday Night Lenten Bible Study | 6:30pm
Youth Group | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 3/15

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Soup & Sandwich Lunch (Centennial Hall)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Board Meeting | 6:00pm (via Zoom)
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 3/16

Church Office Closed
Jesus Laughing Talk Group | 7:30am

FRIDAY | 3/17

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm

TUESDAY | 3/14

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 3/13 Soul Warmers | 2:00-4:00pm (Rm. 112)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 3/12 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
Pre-K–5th Grade Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm
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FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 3/5/2023:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $19,485.55

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 136

Website: 46 Households

LENT BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAYS | 6:30pm
Our theme for the season of Lent is Amazing Grace, honoring the 250th anniversary of the writing of the
hymn “Amazing Grace.” We will tie the words of this beloved hymn to our lives today as Disciples of
Christ, looking at the lives of those in the Bible who experienced the amazing grace of God. All are
welcome to join this 4-week study.

GENERAL NEWS

If you’re losing your focus in Lent, come on back, Jesus supplies the grace, and the walk with Jesus
and with one another is amazing. We won’t drift, we’ll make it.

Lenten blessings to you as you keep the faith,
Jill
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WEEK OF COMPASSION LENTEN OFFERINGS
During the season of Lent (the 40 days before Easter) Cascade Christian Church urges all of our friends
and members to live a little more sacrificially so you can do something more for those in need. Week of
Compassion is our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) disaster and poverty fund. Your Week of
Compassion dollars also go abroad to aid people in Ukraine, Syria, and Turkey due to the loss of life
from the massive earthquakes and the war. Let us live sacrificially to give our offering on Maundy
Thursday, April 6, or Easter Sunday, April 9. 

CROCK POT COOK-OFF
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 | 12:00-2:00pm
The youth are hosting our annual Crock Pot Cook-Off Sunday, March 19 from 12:00-2:00pm in
Centennial Hall. This year, we're expanding the event to include all types of slow-cooked dishes, and we
encourage you to get creative not only with your recipes but also with the names of your dishes. There
will be prizes for the best-tasting dish as well as the most creatively named dish. Donations will be
collected for the youth missions fund. Click here or contact the church office to sign up to bring a dish. 

OTHER MONTHLY ADULT EVENTS & MEETINGS
GREEN CHALICE MEETING: Wednesday, March 15, 5:30pm | Meet us in the Adult Studies
room upstairs in the Education Building to discuss and plan initiatives to be better stewards of
God's creation as a church.

BOARD MEETING: Thursday, March 16, 6:00pm | The church Board meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 16 at 6:00pm by Zoom. All of the church is invited to attend, contact the
church office for the Zoom link.

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION: Saturday, March 18, 9:00am | Join us in the church Coffee House as
we continue to discuss Latasha Morrison's book, "Be the Bridge."

DAYS FOR GIRLS: Saturday, March 18, 1:00-4:00pm | Meet in Centennial Hall to take part in
this missions work creating menstrual kits for women in need.

COLLEGE BOX MINISTRY: Tuesday, March 21, 5:30pm | This month's meeting to put together
care boxes for our college students will be Tuesday the 21st in Centennial Hall.

GAME NIGHT: Friday, March 24, 7:00pm | Meet us in the chapel basement and bring your own
drink and a snack and game to share, if you'd like. If you have any questions, email Debbie Jones
at debbiejones1018@gmail.com or call 616-299-7154

SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH
THURSDAY, MARCH 16 | 12:00pm
Enjoy a special time of fellowship and a delicious lunch at our monthly Soup & Sandwich Lunch! This
month, Jan Schichtel about the early Irish settlers and history of the Irish in Cascade Township. $5 is
helpful to cover food costs, but not required. We hope you'll join us Thursday in Centennial Hall!

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
This spring the church will be producing a new church directory, and we are calling on all church
members and friends to get their photographs taken to be included in the directory. There will be a
station set up at church through the month of March for photos and to check/update your information. If
you are unable to come to church in person call in your updated information at (616) 949-1360. 

https://tinyurl.com/CCCCookOff
mailto:debbiejones1018@gmail.com


YOUTH MINISTRY
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

WEDNESDAY JUBILEE
WEDNESDAYS | 4:30pm-6:00pm
Wednesday Jubilee is our midweek Bible Study for Kindergarteners through 5th graders. Throughout
Lent, we are diving into how amazing God’s grace is: it finds us, relieves our fears, gives us hope &
strength, uplifts all of creation, and even overcomes death. Join us in the Elementary Room from 4:30-
6:00pm every Wednesday! And don’t forget – coming to Wednesday Jubilee (and bringing a friend and
a Bible) is a fantastic way to earn points for the Sonshine Store!

SONSHINE STORE
Throughout the season of Lent, children can earn points by reciting Bible verses, performing acts of
kindness, attending church, doing a Lent devotional, filling a donation box with coins, and more. After
completing a challenge, children can report their points to their teacher at Sunday School or Wednesday
Jubilee to track their progress and see how many points they've earned. On Easter, children can then
redeem all their points for exciting prizes at the Sonshine Store, a fun and interactive way to celebrate
the end of Lent!

ATTENDANCE
for the week

ending on 03.05.23:
 

Elementary S.S.: 10
Youth S.S.: 0

Wednesday Jubilee: 4
Youth Group: 13

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS | 9:30am
This Lenten season in Sunday School, we're diving into the Gospel
Project curriculum to learn about how Jesus came to save us through His
life, death, and resurrection. We've spent the past few months studying
the prophets, who eagerly anticipated the arrival of the Messiah. Now,
we're exploring how Jesus came to offer salvation and hope.

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT
FRIDAY, MARCH 17 | 5:00-8:00pm
We had great success increasing the time to 5:00-8:00pm last month. We are continuing with that time
this month, and our next date is March 17. Parents’ Night Out is a wonderful opportunity for parents to
get dinner with friends or go shopping alone! While you’re gone, we will provide excellent childcare,
including games, crafts, dinner, and a movie. Parents with children birth through 10 years old are
encouraged to sign up at tinyurl.com/CascadePNO.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
FRIDAY, MARCH 24 | 7:00-9:00pm
All Middle Schoolers are invited to join us for a night of fellowship, food, and fun!

GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS GAME
SATURDAY, MARCH 11
On March 11, the Youth Group is taking a group of 12 to the Grand Rapids Griffins game. A big thank-
you to Dan Hickey for donating tickets again this year!

http://tinyurl.com/CascadePNO
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03.05.23 SERMON: GRACE FOR THE LOST
Today we’re examining the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the Gospel of Luke. This story is one of the
most powerful and moving stories in the Bible. It's a story of redemption, forgiveness, and unconditional
love. But it's also a story about what it means to be lost and how we can find our way back to grace.
When we're lost, we feel alone and we feel helpless. Sometimes it feels like we’ll never be found again.
But this parable Jesus taught shows us that even in our darkest moments, there is always hope. And that
hope comes in the form of God’s unfailing grace." Today we’ll be reading from the Book of Luke, chapter
fifteen.

Scripture: Luke 15:11-24
     There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of
the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
 Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were
eating, but no one gave him anything.
     When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare,
and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one
of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.”
     We see the prodigal son in total despair: incredibly hungry, working the worst job a first-century Jew
could have. In the law of Moses, pigs are ritually unclean, so Jews, and 2nd temple Jews, especially, had
nothing to do with them. That he took this job shows how desperate the son was. He wasn’t living the life
he set out to build for himself - and maybe he didn’t even think that far ahead. Maybe he only went out
from his father’s house to live a life of extravagance, and had absolutely no plans. Either way, there
comes a moment where he comes to his senses and says to himself - my life is not at all what I thought it
was going to be. I’m over here, struggling with the basics, when in my father’s house, everyone eats well.
In my father’s house, even if I’m only welcomed back as a servant, I will still be safe and cared for.

This story shows us the path of redemption we have in Christ. It starts with recognizing that we are
lost and that in God we are found.

We cannot go out in the world, chasing every whim of wealth and whisper of happiness, and create
safety and comfort for ourselves. We can’t buy the kind of care God offers. We can’t build love, care, and
safety at the level of “infinite, divine being who is the fundamental reality of love on which the universe
was built and through which it is sustained.” If we find ourselves trying to do that, we should throw up our
hands and admit that we are lost. When we’re caught up in our own messes, whether we put ourselves
there or not, there comes the same moment of clarity the prodigal son has - “wait a minute, my Father
cares for everyone in His house. Even the least of His servants are provided for.”

Just like the young son in this parable, we have a lot of things going through our mind when we’re in
search of grace. We wrestle with those basic, fundamental questions: “What might I have to do to get
back on God’s good side?”, “How can I redeem myself now?”, 
“Is God going to accept me back at all?”, “What can I say to convince God to take me back in?” If you
feel a call to come back home and rely on God’s provision, maybe you feel the Lord is asking of you
more trust than you’re willing to give.
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Trusting God is a choice - one we have to choose over and over again.
When we work so hard to live comfortably, it can be paralyzing to think about putting our trust in a God
we can’t see, whose plans we can’t know, and who, as Job discovered, is utterly unaccountable to us.
When we know how much suffering there is in the world - in our own lives, even - how can we trust that
our Father in heaven cares enough to take us in and actually help us when we feel homeless? We ask
so many questions, ones which need to be answered, but we might look up and realize that we’re
doubting God’s goodness. In the end, that question, that one choice that really matters, remains: will
you trust God? 

And we know that we can. Because when the prodigal son returns home in a state of doubt and worry,
admits his sin and begs for grace, the Father races toward him, wraps him in his arms, kisses him,
clothes him with the outfit of an heir, and throws a feast in celebration. Acceptance so instantaneous and
complete that all worries wash away. Why? Because, he declares, this son of mine was lost, and now he
is found. He was dead, but now he is alive again. When we wallow in our doubt, we forget that God is
good, full of grace, and loves us. When we’re lost, we need that still small voice of God’s to remind us,
“God is good, and God is with me.”

The last step to finding grace is to simply ask for it.
The prodigal son never actually got the chance to do that. He got as far as: ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
The next words out of his mouth were going to be, please allow me to be your servant, but his father
interrupted him with his welcome. The prodigal son’s planned request for grace was asking only slightly
above what he deserved. “I don’t deserve to be called your son, but please be graceful and allow me to
be your servant.” He was so unprepared for just how much grace his father was prepared to give him.
I’m sure it took him by complete surprise.

But the Father sees it not only as fitting, but necessary, that this son of his is welcomed warmly and
tenderly. Leon Morris writes about this moment that joy is the only proper reaction for the Father. His
biggest concern has always been his son. The inheritance that was lost and the sin against heaven and
against him are far from his mind. The only thing in his heart is joy. And because of what Jesus
accomplished on the cross, when we stand humbly before God and ask for grace, His only reaction is
joy. For as terrible as it feels to know you are firmly in the wrong, it cannot compare to the goodness and
warmth of grace. And with God, any gift is always far greater than we expect, and certainly greater than
we deserve. I believe we will be utterly overcome at seeing the full reality of God’s grace for us in
heaven.

We have many different ways of being lost. We could feel far from God because of how we’ve been
treated by the Church. We could be deconstructing our faith, not even knowing which way is up. We
could be buried in the chaos of our lives. 
We could be sitting, blinded by the darkness all around us. We could just be coasting through life, not
giving God a thought.

God has grace for all of those places. God knows and understands where you’re at. He knows how you
got there. He even knows why you’re there. And through the person of Jesus, we know that God
empathizes with us when we’re lost. Jesus experienced the chaos of life. Jesus saw so much of the
darkness in this world. He experienced feeling abandoned by God. Jesus deconstructed the teachings

03.05.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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and laws of the Pharisees, seeing how often their extra rules prevented marginalized people from
worshiping God. And Jesus met a lot of people who were just trying to get by. He made one of them the
leader of the church upon his ascension to heaven.

So, if God has all this grace ready-made for us, what do we need to do? Because we know we don’t
have to prove ourselves to God, who knows our deepest depths. We know that God is loving, and
compassionate, and kind. And we know that God is all-powerful, that the whole world is in the palm of
His hand. So when we need God’s grace, all He asks is that we turn to Him and ask for it. We can pray
the prayer Jesus taught us, “forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.” We can pray in the heritage of
the saints: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” And we can trust that
God’s grace is sufficient to save the lost. 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son teaches us about the boundless love and grace of God, who welcomes
us into His embrace no matter how far we've strayed. But it also reminds us of the importance of
extending that same grace to others. As we've seen, God's grace is freely given and always available to
us. But it's up to us to share that grace with those around us. So before we sing our last song, let’s
reflect on how we can live out the message of this parable by extending grace to those in need. 
God gives us abundant grace and requires us to go out into the world and give out of our abundance.
After all, Christ is not only our Savior, but also our example. So, who needs grace from us?
Who have we failed to give grace to? Since it is even more blessed to give than to receive, let us freely
give grace, as we have freely received it from God.

03.05.23 SERMON CONTINUED


