
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
As I write this, the third week of Lent has begun, this means we are half way to Easter. The word “lent”
is an old English word for “lengthen” – signifying the days are getting longer and spring is coming. As I
sit at my desk on this snowy Monday morning it can be a bit hard to believe. But as I look around, the
robins are back, the bulbs in the church gardens are growing and peeking through the snow, the red
wing blackbirds and sandhill cranes are back in the fields near my house. Yes, it is a snowy week, but
spring is coming.

The passage above is known as “The Fruit of the Spirit” – and this might be a good passage to
remember as spring seems far off, as COVID lingers, as we long for sunshine and mild weather. Paul
begins this passage telling us the Holy Spirit brings love, joy, and peace into our lives. He then tells us
the Spirit can give us patience, or forbearance. Patience is one of the qualities of Christian life that will
make living full of love, joy, and peace. But it is so hard to be patient – we want change now, we want
things our way, NOW. We get impatient with people who don’t drive the way we want, or who move too
fast or too slow, and we get impatient with people who don’t think like we do.

To endure, or have forbearance with people who oppose us, disagree with us, or aren’t doing what we
think they should do requires patience. To not get angry, to seek to understand, to see another’s point
of view is patience from God’s point of view. 

We are not alone in struggling with patience. The disciples tested Jesus’ patience frequently with their
lack of understanding, their unwillingness to see, with their quarrels among themselves, and with their
demands on Jesus. And yet, for his disciples and for all of us, Jesus laid down His life. He not only puts
up with us, He gives His all for us.

The fruit of the Spirit might be a Lenten reflection for you. Where do you need to grow – in patience, or
in one of the other gifts of the Spirit? And you might reflect on the verses before and after the list of the
Spirit’s gifts. In the first part of Galatians 5 Paul writes of freedom in Christ, and he cautions against sin.
In the verses after the Fruit of the Spirit he reminds us that we too have to pick up our cross and follow
Jesus. Our sinful nature and selfish desires need to be crucified with Christ. Again, Jesus gives His all – 
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us
keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
GALATIANS 5:22-26



Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Jubilee | 4:30-6:00pm
Wednesday Night Lenten Bible Study | 6:30pm
Youth Group | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 3/22

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 3/23

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
College Box Ministry | 5:30pm (Centennial Hall)

TUESDAY | 3/21

and as he loves us this deeply, we ought to keep step with the Spirit and walk with Christ as our
traveling companion. Paul ends this chapter with the request to stop being prideful and conceited, and to
not provoke or envy each other. As you walk the Lenten road with Christ, may the fruit of the Spirit
shape your character that you might be more like Jesus.

Keep the faith,
Jill

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 3/20 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 3/19 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
Pre-K–5th Grade Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Crock Pot Cook-Off | 2:00-4:00pm (Centennial Hall)
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm

2

FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 3/12/2023:
Budgeted: $10,652

Given: $9,648.41

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 101

Website: 56 Households

Diversity & Inclusion | 9:00am (Coffee House)
Days For Girls | 1:00-4:00pm (Centennial Hall)

SATURDAY | 3/18

Church Office Closed
Jesus Laughing Talk Group | 7:30am
Game Night | 7:00pm (Chapel Basement)
Middle School Madness | 7:00pm (High School Room)

FRIDAY | 3/24
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WEEK OF COMPASSION LENTEN OFFERINGS
During the season of Lent (the 40 days before Easter) Cascade Christian Church urges all of our friends
and members to live a little more sacrificially so you can do something more for those in need through
Week of Compassion, our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) disaster and poverty fund. Week of
Compassion offerings will be collected on Maundy Thursday, April 6, or Easter Sunday, April 9. 

CROCK POT COOK-OFF
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 | 12:00-2:00pm
Join us in Centennial Hall this Sunday for our Crock Pot Cook-Off. Sample delicious dishes created by
Cascade Christian's own and vote for your favorites to win "Best Tasting" or "Most Creatively Named".
Donations will be collected for the youth missions fund.

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
This spring the church will be producing a new church directory, and we are calling on all church
members and friends to get their photographs taken to be included in the directory. There will be a
station set up at church through Easter for photos and to check/update your information. If you are
unable to come to church in person call in your updated information to the church office. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
This summer our church will be well represented by pastors and members at the General Assembly of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Louisville, Kentucky, July 29-August 1. This will be the first
meeting of the General Church since the pandemic began. 

Representing Cascade Christian will be: Pastor Armand Aronson, Pastor Kathy Bird DeYoung, Adam
Carlson, Michael Dirksen, Pastor Jill Forton, and a member of the Board and/or Pastor Search Team.
As we work to seek our next pastor attendance at this event will help the church to network with other
pastors and regions. 

GAME NIGHT
FRIDAY, MARCH 24 | 7:00pm
Meet us in the chapel basement and bring your own drink and a snack and game to share, if you'd like.
If you have any questions, email Debbie Jones at debbiejones1018@gmail.com or call 616-299-7154 

GENERAL NEWS
MAUNDY THURSDAY & ECUMENICAL GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 6:30pm | Join us for this special worship service as we gather
together to commemorate Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples.
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 12:00pm | Cascade Christian will be the host church for our annual
Good Friday worship service. This time of worship is shared between several of our local churches,
and we will be working with Thornapple Community and Ada Christian Reformed Church. If you
would like to help with this service, please email Pastor Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com.

LADIES' NIGHT OUT AT CASCADE ROADHOUSE
TUESDAY, MARCH 28 | 5:30pm
All of the women and friends of the church are invited to go out to dinner at Cascade Roadhouse. We
will meet at the restaurant for a time of food and fellowship. We will also work on our spring and summer
schedule of events. Please call the church to sign up so we can reserve enough table space.

mailto:debbiejones1018@gmail.com


YOUTH MINISTRY
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

WEDNESDAY JUBILEE
WEDNESDAYS | 4:30pm-6:00pm
Wednesday Jubilee is our midweek Bible Study for Kindergarteners through 5th graders. Throughout
Lent, we are diving into how amazing God’s grace is: it finds us, relieves our fears, gives us hope and

SONSHINE STORE
Throughout the season of Lent, children can earn points by reciting Bible verses, performing acts of
kindness, attending church, doing a Lent devotional, filling a donation box with coins, and more. After
completing a challenge, children can report their points to their teacher at Sunday School or Wednesday
Jubilee to track their progress and see how many points they've earned. On Easter, children can then
redeem all their points for exciting prizes at the Sonshine Store, a fun and interactive way to celebrate
the end of Lent!

ATTENDANCE
for the week
ending on 03.12.23:

Elementary S.S.: 8
Youth S.S.: 8
Youth Group: 8

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS | 9:30am
This Lenten season in Sunday School, we're diving into the Gospel
Project curriculum to learn about how Jesus came to save us through His
life, death, and resurrection. We've spent the past few months studying
the prophets, who eagerly anticipated the arrival of the Messiah. Now,
we're exploring how Jesus came to offer salvation and hope.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS
FRIDAY, MARCH 24 | 7:00-9:00pm
All Middle Schoolers are invited to join us for a
night of fellowship, food, and fun!

GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS GAME
The youth group took a trip to the Grand Rapids
Griffins game last Saturday. The Griffins lost a
tough game, but it was still a great night. Big
thanks to Dan Hickey for helping us get tickets.

strength, uplifts all of creation, and even overcomes death. Join us in the
Elementary Room from 4:30-6:00pm every Wednesday! And don’t forget
– coming to Wednesday Jubilee (and bringing a friend and a Bible) is a
fantastic way to earn points for the Sonshine Store!

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sunday School meets regularly during the 11:00am service in the High School Youth Room. Wednesday
night youth group is also back up and running. Youth Group goes from 6:30-8:00pm and is open to
everyone 6th grade and beyond. Please mark your calendars and we hope to see you there!
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03.12.23 SERMON: GRACE FOR THE BLIND
This season of Lent we are looking at God’s amazing grace in the gift of Jesus Christ. Grace has been described
as God’s riches at Christ’s expense, and it has also been described as getting what we don’t deserve. Grace can’t
be bought or earned. Grace, and the peace that comes with it, are a gift from God.
Most of us are well acquainted with the hymn Amazing Grace, and the honesty of the lyrics to this hymn have
made it a favorite for 250 years. The last line of the first verse hits home with most people – I once was lost, but
now am found, was blind but now I see.  Last week our seminarian Adam Carlson preached “Grace for the Lost”
his sermon on the prodigal son. The week before I spoke with you about grace for the despairing in the prophecies
of Isaiah which point to the advent of Jesus Christ. 

Today we’ll look at Grace for the Blind. The hymn lyric – “was blind but now I see” speaks to us. There is joy when
grace opens our eyes and we really look and actually see that God is for us, among us, within us, and all around
us. Perhaps no one knew this better than the author of the song, Amazing Grace. John Newton was a sea captain
who went from being in his words “wretched” to become a big hearted man who knew he owed much to God. He
was willing to make himself vulnerable and even allowed himself to be embarrassed in his quest to pay back some
of that debt. If anyone knew the power of God’s grace, it was John Newton.

Newton was born in England in 1725 to a seafaring family. He followed his father’s footsteps to become a sailor,
but was rebellious and faced some hard punishment when he did not follow the code of England’s Royal Navy. For
a time he was desolate, homeless, and abandoned. This may have hardened his heart, as the way he got back on
his feet was to step on the lives of others. Newton became part of a trading company that bought and sold human
beings, part of a sailing fleet that brought people from the countries of Africa to work in the Americas. On one of
his voyages on the slave ship Greyhound, he was caught in a terrible storm in the North Atlantic. One of his fellow
sailors had been swept overboard, and as Newton worked to save the ship he began recalling the Bible verses he
had learned from his mother as a young child. For the first time in years he prayed to God, and for the rest of his
life he recalled this moment as “the hour he first believed”.

Changes came to his life, he became a sea captain and got married, but still was working in the slave trade. Then
the Spirit of God convicted Newton that enslaving people was evil. Newton grew to fiercely hate what he had done,
and fought against the institution of slavery. He found another line of work and supported the great abolitionist
William Wilberforce, working to abolish slavery in England. Newton became friends with the great preachers
George Whitefield and John Wesley, and became an Anglican minister. He was also a talented musician, and
wrote not only Amazing Grace, but Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken and How Sweet the Name of Jesus
Sounds – songs we still use in the chapel. But Amazing Grace remains his best known work. His honesty and
vulnerability, his telling of the wretchedness of his life and then the joy of receiving grace resounds with all of us
who know we are sinners, that we too are wretched and need God’s grace.

Newton said it well, he was blind, but because of God’s grace, his eyes were opened and he could see. John
Newton didn’t hide who he had been. He knew how much he needed to be saved, he knew the depth of his
wickedness, he knew he had destroyed lives, families, and had caused the death of innocent people. That
honesty, that he had been blind and now could see, is what makes Newton compelling through the ages. He
wrote, “This is faith, a renouncing of everything we are apt to call our own and relying wholly upon the blood, the
righteousness, and intercession of Jesus.” That is surrender to the grace of God.

Newton is not alone – all of us are blind and in need of grace. Some people are physically blind, but all of us are
blind in what we choose not to see. Today we could look closer at our own lives of blindness – in what we fear, in
how selfish we are, in how we look away. But we can also look and see the grace of God in our lives – and can
see how we have come to trust the healing grace that Jesus brings to us and to all people everywhere. When we
choose to be blind, we are stuck in the darkness of our fear and unbelief. But when we open our eyes by trusting
Jesus, we have eyes of faith, and we find freedom – freedom from fear of threat, death, darkness. We find the
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grace and abundant life God intends for us. Today we will look at a scripture passage, one of the longest
narratives in the Gospels, a story of living in the light as opposed to walking in the darkness, a story of blindness
and sight. Here’s today’s scripture beginning with John 9:1-7: Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works
of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s
eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and
washed, and came home seeing.

Friends, Jesus is the Light of the World and whenever the light shines there is someone who wants to put it out.
The disciples do, they think the blind man is blind because his parents sinned or he must have sinned to have
caused blindness. Real nice, disciples. We don’t like it when we are talked to this way – when we are blamed for
something we could not have caused. Jesus corrected the blindness in his disciples by explaining that this was a
God given moment for God’s light to shine. Do you see yourself in the disciples, in how quick are we to make
critical judgments about people and their struggles in life? Our quickness to find fault is part of our own blindness.

In this narrative in John, the blind man does as Jesus tells him to do – Jesus had put mud of salvia and dirt on the
man’s eyes – and then the man went to wash it off in a pool that is names Sent. This man was sent, sent to help
open the eyes of others. His neighbors can’t decide if this now sighted man was their neighbor or not. When he
explained it was him, they challenged him as to how he can now see. He told them the man called Jesus had
healed him. 

These neighbors then brought the man to the religious authorities – the Pharisees, and it was the Sabbath, the
day of rest. Rather than rejoice in the miracle of healing – the leaders are angered that a healing happened on the
Sabbath Day when no work should be done. The Pharisees question the man – and he tells them that Jesus is a
prophet. That doesn’t sit well with the Pharisees so they question the man’s parents, who basically say – we don’t
know what happened – go ask our son. Then the scripture continues as the Pharisees question the formerly blind
man further:
John 9:24-38 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling
the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t
know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?” He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You
are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 

The Pharisees are so blind about Jesus, they are so fearful of what this carpenter Rabbi of Nazareth might do. A
healing like this is a miracle – but on the Sabbath they just see it as a sin. They call Jesus a sinner. And the man
replies, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see! You can
sense that the man who had been blind has had it with the Pharisee’s questions – as they question him again he
says he has already told them what happened, that they didn’t listen, and that maybe they want more information
so they too can become disciples of Christ. The Pharisees reply:
John 9:24-38 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he
comes from.” The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does
his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And
they threw him out.

03.12.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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The formerly blind man can see right through the Pharisees – and for an unschooled man his reasoning is spot on
– he throws back at the religious leaders their own words- that God does not listen to sinners. Maybe that is why
they can’t understand. God hears those who do God’s will – and no one can instantly cure blindness, so this man
who healed him must be from God. It is too much for the Pharisees and they throw the man out. But Jesus finds
him – the passage continues: John 9:24-38   Spiritual Blindness
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now
seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped
him.

Jesus finds the man, Jesus lets the man see him, and the man believes. Seeing is believing, and later in his
ministry Jesus praises people like you – how blessed you are, how blessed other believers are, who have not
seen him physically, and still they believe He is the Son of God and worship Him.

Our Lenten challenge today is to see. We all suffer from spiritual blindness, and I would guess that we can all find
ourselves in this story. Maybe we are the neighbors, and we fail to recognize and accept others. There is so much
that divides us, and fear, not faith, controls our lives. We fail to see how so many others live with the same kinds of
struggles and fears that haunt our own lives. We are blind, and we just look within, we prefer to not look around.
But the grace of Jesus comes through, freeing us to confess as John Newton did, and then to live a changed life.

Or maybe we are some of the Pharisees, unconcerned with a miracle in their midst, critical that the healer healed
on the Sabbath. The Messiah they had waited for all of their lives was in their vicinity, right before them, and they
did not see Him. They judge Jesus to be a sinner. If you read this entire passage – you’ll see a mention that some
of the religious leaders were able to see, and they were able to uphold this miracle of God’s healing and grace. So
the Pharisees are divided – and those who chose blindness are afraid that their own law, their own importance,
their way of life will be overturned by this gospel of grace. So they press this formerly blind man – and his
response is bold. He calls Jesus a prophet – and he withstands the cowardice of his parents as they fear being
excommunicated from the synagogue. The man who can now see gets even bolder in his witness. 

Can you see yourself in the formerly blind man? He won’t put any distance between him and Jesus and he won’t
back down.. The one thing he knows was he was blind and now he can see. The man who was blind and John
Newton the enslaver, they knew they didn’t deserve it, they knew they didn’t earn it, but they got it anyway – the
gift of the grace of God through Jesus Christ.

Friends, this grace is there for you. And if you know this grace – you know how life is richer, fuller, more abundant.
But most of us, at least some of the time, stumble around in the dark. What are you blind to? Lent is a time of
confession. What is there in you that you would rather not see? An addiction to a substance, your phone, or a
negative person in your life? What is there you don’t want to see in yourself? One of the isms – sexism, racism,
ageism, or one of the many other ways we shut people out or think they are less? Or one of the inner sins of
bitterness, lying, jealousy, selfishness, lust, or greed? If Jesus put dirt and his spit on your eyes, what would you
see?

This narrative of the blind man continues into chapter 10 of John. Jesus speaks to the Pharisees about the man
who can see and all others who see and believe. John 10:7-11 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell
you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and
go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.”

03.12.23 SERMON CONTINUED



Jesus is the gate, the Good Shepherd, the way, the trail partner, the traveling companion, the Savior, the Healer,
the Redeemer, the One who makes us one, the Deliverer, the Master, the Lord, the Son of God. He is the gate,
the way to the Father, the way to life, the way to sight and seeing and living fully. Jesus says it so beautifully The
thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. John
10:10 – The evil one comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. Pause with me a minute there – stealing, killing,
destroying – we want no part of that, yet our words and actions and inability to see can cause theft, death, and
destruction. Jesus has come that we might have life, and have it to the full. Open your eyes. A shepherd is calling
you to green pastures and still waters, and life.

Some of you come have come into the church office, burdened, hurting, asking, guilt filled, broken, sad, grieving,
you may have heard me share these words of Jesus. He came that you would have life, and not just life, but
abundant life. A life worth living, a life that Jesus buys for you by giving, sacrificing his own life for you. The “they”
in this scripture is you. This grace is for you. This gift of living is for you.

Grace for the blind, and abundant living for all who choose to see Jesus, the Christ. Open your eyes. Wake up
from your sleep. Look around you. Yes, look at the things you don’t want to see – your sin, your mistakes, your
guilt, your shame. Then look at Jesus – He knows you, he gets you, and he takes all of that guilt, hurt, and pain
away, and says to you - you are mine, and I love you. Friends, don’t be blind to this grace. Don’t be blind to this
gift. Look around you, open your eyes, look, and see. Life abundant, life elevated, life eternal – it begins now for
those who open their eyes and see that the dawn of Easter is coming. That dawn is coming – open your eyes to it
now, and live the great life God has given you. Amen and amen.

03.12.23 SERMON CONTINUED


