
Dear Cascade Christian Church,
This Sunday will mark the fifth week of Lent, the fifth week we will look at God’s amazing grace. We
have used the words of the hymn “Amazing Grace” to tie us to the grace we receive from God through
the life, witness, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Scripture shows us that grace, as we have seen in
the story of the Prodigal Son, and the lives of Isaiah, the woman at the well, and the blind man. This
Sunday we will look at the life of Paul in “Grace for the Wretched”. All of us have been blind and lost,
and thanks be to God we now can see and be found. If you haven’t picked up a devotional book, there
are still copies in the church entryways. Many are finding the Lenten exercise of reading these
devotions to be an insightful blessing.

As Holy Week approaches, the church staff and committees are preparing for a blessed Easter time.
Please remember you can join us online through our website, so if you are off for spring break you can
still come to church. The events of Holy Week will include:

Join us in this special season of the year, and keep the faith!
Jill

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
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Palm Sunday, April 2: Sermon – Grace for the Fearful, the story of Peter
Palm Sunday is a day of celebration, but there was discord and fear as to what those who held
earthly power would do to Jesus as He arrived triumphantly in Jerusalem. We will celebrate with
palm branches, a children’s palm procession, and will have the coffee house open for
refreshments, visiting, and to discuss the ethical guidelines that will be sent to all in preparation
for our new pastor.

Maundy Thursday, April 6: Message – Grace for the Unloved, the story of John
We will have a worship service at 6:30pm in the sanctuary, focused on communion and the
events surrounding the Lord’s Supper.

Good Friday, April 7: Ecumenical Worship Service at 12:00 noon in the sanctuary of Cascade
Christian Church. The focus will be on the penitent thief and grace for the guilty. 

Easter Sunday, April 9: Sermon – Grace for All! 
Join us for worship at 9:30 or 11:00am as we celebrate our Risen Savior with special music,
Easter lilies, and the Sonshine store for the children. We will look at God’s grace in the life of
Mary Magdalene, especially on Easter morning. 



Men's Bible Study | 6:30am (Coffee House)
Wednesday Jubilee | 4:30-6:00pm
Easter Jail Bag Packing | 5:30pm (Rm. 224)
Wednesday Night Lenten Bible Study | 6:30pm
Youth Group | 6:30pm
Boy Scouts | 7:00pm
Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY | 3/29

Grief Share | 10:00am (Coffee House)
Gospel of John Study | 10:30am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Cub Scouts | 6:00pm
Al-Anon | 8:00pm

THURSDAY | 3/30

Women's Bible Study | 9:00am (Rm. 112)
Senior Exercise Class | 1:00pm
Ladies Night Out to Cascade Roadhouse | 5:30pm
MSU College Visit Road Trip

TUESDAY | 3/28

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY | 3/27 Alcoholics Anonymous | 8:00pm

SUNDAY | 3/26 Contemporary Worship | 9:30am (Sanctuary)
Pre-K–5th Grade Sunday School | 9:30am
Traditional Worship | 11:00am (Chapel)
Middle & High School Sunday School | 11:00am
Alcoholics Anonymous | 7:00 pm
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FINANCIAL GIVING
for the week ending

on 3/19/2023:
Budgeted: $10,652
Given: $11,059.90

SUNDAY WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE:
In-Person: 126

Website: 44 Households

Church Office Closed
Jesus Laughing Talk Group | 7:30am

FRIDAY | 3/31

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE
ETHICAL GUIDELINES FOR CONGREGATIONAL CONDUCT
This week the members of Cascade Christian will receive a paper or electronic copy of the Ethical
Guidelines for Congregational Conduct of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Please take a few
minutes to read through this 4-page document that outlines how we will treat our new pastor, how we
will engage with one another, and how we will witness to our Region, local churches, and the larger
community. There will be an opportunity to ask questions on Sunday, April 2 in the coffee house with
Board Chair Jeff Van Strien and Vice-Chair Dana Froumis. These guidelines will be a real gift to our
next pastor.

Please continue to pray for our Pastoral Search committee as they do the advanced work to begin the
search and call process of hiring a new pastor in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Our
committee includes Chair Chris Noordyke, Darcy Hartley, Gail Duchon, Jerry Fellinger, Laura Wood,
and Dana Froumis. And please pray for our next Pastor as God prepares their heart and life
circumstances to come to Cascade Christian.

GENERAL NEWS
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WEEK OF COMPASSION LENTEN OFFERINGS
During the season of Lent (the 40 days before Easter) Cascade Christian Church urges all of our friends
and members to live a little more sacrificially so you can do something more for those in need through
Week of Compassion, our Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) disaster and poverty fund. Week of
Compassion offerings will be collected on Maundy Thursday, April 6, or Easter Sunday, April 9. 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
This spring the church will be producing a new church directory, and we are calling on all church
members and friends to get their photographs taken to be included in the directory. There will be a
station set up at church through Easter for photos and to check/update your information. If you are
unable to come to church in person call in your updated information to the church office. 

GAME NIGHT
FRIDAY, MARCH 24 | 7:00pm
Meet us in the chapel basement and bring your own drink and a snack and game to share, if you'd like.
If you have any questions, email Debbie Jones at debbiejones1018@gmail.com or call 616-299-7154 

MAUNDY THURSDAY & ECUMENICAL GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 6:30pm | Join us for this special worship service as we gather
together to commemorate Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples.
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 12:00pm | Cascade Christian will be the host church for our annual
Good Friday worship service. This time of worship is shared between several of our local churches,
and we will be working with Thornapple Community and Ada Christian Reformed Church. If you
would like to help with this service, please email Pastor Jill at jforton@cascadechristian.com.

LADIES' NIGHT OUT AT CASCADE ROADHOUSE
TUESDAY, MARCH 28 | 5:30pm
All of the women and friends of the church are invited to go out to dinner at Cascade Roadhouse. We
will meet at the restaurant for a time of food and fellowship. We will also work on our spring and summer
schedule of events. Please call the church to sign up so we can reserve enough table space.

EASTER MINISTRY TO KENT COUNTY JAIL
After a three-year hiatus, the church is being allowed to bring Easter cards and candy to Kent County
Jail. This tradition began in the 1980s and we are grateful that we can bring God’s love to the jail at
Easter time. We will not be allowed to deliver the bags in person, the jail staff will handle that, but we will
need assistance in assembling the bags. 

On Wednesday, March 29 the adult Bible study class will meet at 5:30pm to assemble bags, and all are
welcome to come and help with this. We will meet in the classroom at the top of the stairway that is on
the kitchen end of the Education Building. Please join us!

POP UP EASTER CHOIR
THURSDAYS, MARCH 30 & APRIL 6 | 6:30pm
We will be putting together a choir to help lead our Easter Sunday worship. If you're interested in
singing, please plan to attend our two rehearsals on Thursday, March 30 and Thursday, April 6 at
6:30pm in the Sanctuary! 

mailto:debbiejones1018@gmail.com
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YOUTH MINISTRY

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
SONSHINE STORE
Throughout Lent, children can earn points by reciting Bible verses, performing acts of kindness,
attending church, doing a Lent devotional, filling a donation box with coins, and more. After completing a
challenge, children can report points to their teacher at Sunday School or Wednesday Jubilee to track
their progress and see how many points they've earned. On Easter, children can then redeem all their
points for exciting prizes at the Sonshine Store, a fun and interactive way to celebrate the end of Lent!

ATTENDANCE
for the week
ending on 03.19.23:

Elementary S.S.: 10
Wednesday Jubilee: 4
Youth Group: 10
Crock Pot Cook-Off: 54
Parents' Night Out: 21

WEEKLY EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS, 4:30-6:00pm | SUNDAYS, 9:30am
Wednesday Jubilee is our midweek Bible Study for Kindergarteners
through 5th grade. Throughout Lent, we are diving into how amazing
God’s grace is: it finds us, relieves our fears, gives us hope and strength,
uplifts all of creation, and even overcomes death. In Sunday School,
we've spent the past few months studying the prophets, who eagerly
anticipated the arrival of the Messiah. Now, we're exploring how Jesus
came to offer salvation and hope.

We had a wonderful turnout for the Crock-Pot Cook-Off!
Among the 28 crock-pot creations, Adam Homan won best
name with his dessert pudding, named “Baptizing a Baby
Ruth” and Andrea Wickman won best tasting (by one vote!)
with her mozzarella-stuffed meatballs. It was a tough
competition. Five dishes tied for second place in the best-
tasting category. Those honorable mentions belonged to:
Dan VanVeghel, Adam Homan, Katrina Rootes, Deb
Wisneski, and Pastor Jill. Many thanks to all the people
who brought food, helped set up, and helped clean up –
and thank you to the 50+ people in attendance, who
donated over $500 for the Youth Mission Fund!

CROCK POT COOK-OFF

We will be having a Church Membership Class for our
youth coming up in April after spring break. During the
class, we’ll highlight the foundations of the faith – who God
is, what the Bible is, and what the Church is. At the end of
the class, students can choose to be baptized during a
following Sunday worship service. If you know a student
who may be interested in joining us, send a message to
Adam Carlson (acarlson@cascadechristian.com).

MEMBERSHIP CLASS

mailto:acarlson@cascadechristian.com
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03.19.23 SERMON: GRACE FOR THE ASHAMED
This Lenten season we have been exploring the amazing grace of Jesus Christ. We’ve recalled that the hymn
Amazing Grace was written 250 years ago, back in 1773 by John Newton, a British sea captain who had been part
of the slave trade between Africa and the Americas. Newton’s conversion experience, what he called “the hour he
first believed”, was when his slave ship was about to capsized in the North Atlantic. He realized the depth of his
sin, and prayed to God and eventually became an Anglican minister, and wrote hymns that we still use to this day.
Newton carried deep shame for what he had done to enslave people and he repented this for the rest of his life.
The grace of God through Jesus Christ saved John Newton, and the grace of God is still finding and saving
people.

While none of us are part of the slave trade, my guess would be that there are things you’ve done that cause you
shame. We may deny it, or try to bury it deep, but we know shame. Maybe someone has said “Shame on you!”
and they got what they spoke of, you have carried that shame. Maybe you’ve done something that is still causing

 

We seek a healthy transition for our new pastor.
We desire to grow in the areas of young families, children’s ministry and see the Child Development
Center thrive.
We seek to be more integrated into the life of the larger Cascade community as a witness for Christ
and as a caring and loving neighbor.
We seek to be more closely aligned with our denomination and be a leader in our Region.
We seek to be a safe place where people of all ages can find and learn about Jesus Christ.

Proclamation of the Word
Spiritual Development
Evangelism
Pastoral Care
Administration / Leadership
Education / Teaching

MARCH–APRIL: Further input from Congregation; Post the Pastor Profile nationwide 
JUNE: Start receiving candidates via our Regional Minister - Theresa Dulyea Parker
JUNE–OCTOBER: Interview process (confidential process)
FALL 2023: Finalist selection, prepare presentation on Candidate; present Candidate to Board and
then Congregation for approval.
FALL 2023–JUNE 2024: Legacy Mode — new Pastor becomes Lead Pastor on day 1 while Pastor
Jill Forton moves into Pastor Emeritus status, which would include helping to usher our Lead Pastor
into the role.
JUNE 2024: Celebration for Pastor Jill’s legacy with CCC; Celebrate Pastor Jill and Mike’s
retirement. 

Development of goals for new Pastor for the first five years: 
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

Survey Results which have driven the Pastor Profile:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Timeline:

Please ask questions or provide comments before the end of April to Chris Noordyke
(cnoordyke@gmail.com), Darcy Hartley, Gail Duchon, Laura Wood, Jerry Fellinger, or Dana Froumis

PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE
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you fear and anxiety. What if people knew this about you? Many people are ashamed – and every one of us has a
pathway out of shame, and that is found in the grace of God. Lent is the time for confession and reflection, and it is
a time to claim the freedom and forgiveness that God offers to all people who follow Jesus. There is grace for
every one of us who feels ashamed.

Consider one particular encounter that Jesus had with a woman living in shame. Read with me John 4:4-7 Now he
had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob
had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat
down by the well. It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her,
“Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

At first glance, this doesn’t seem unusual, but here is shame all over this encounter. It is noon, the hottest part of
the day, most women had already come to the well in the cool of the morning to draw water. This woman comes at
noon, at a time when no one would be there. She wasn’t expecting to meet anyone, she was counting on being
unseen. Then there is the awkwardness of a man being there. She didn’t know this was Jesus, she didn’t know he
was tired from a long trip and that the disciples were off getting food. It gets more awkward as John 4 continues…
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for
a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God
and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living
water.”

So we have a woman who avoids her own people, who shies away from encounters with the other women of her
village, and she is approached by Jesus who asks her for water. She notes she is a Samaritan and this man is a
Jew. Jews and Samaritans didn’t exactly get along and were divided by prejudices, customs, divisions and
hostilities. You could compare Jews and Samaritans to the many ways we are divided today. And then there is the
fact that men and women didn’t speak to each other – a Jewish man would not speak directly to a Samaritan
woman, she would be beneath his notice. But this is an encounter of grace, and Jesus asks her for a drink of
water. Our Lord knows her loneliness, he knows her isolation, he knows what is going on in her life. She tries to
put up a barrier between them, tries to hide her hurts, the bitterness of rejection, and the brokenness of being an
outsider among outsiders. 

So Jesus answers her – that if she knew who he was, if she knew God’s grace, she would have asked him for
living water. She still has her well-honed defenses up and replies: “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to
draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.”

The woman uses a title of respect – Sir – and seems intrigued – living water in the desert? Streams of cold, fresh,
pure water instead of the muddied, stale water from the communal well? And while respectful, there is a hint of
challenge – does this strange Jew think he is greater that Jacob, one of the patriarchs? Jesus replies that she’ll
never be thirsty again – this living water is like a spring of fresh water welling up to life abundant, life forever,
eternal life. Their conversation continues…
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to
draw water.”
Here is a break for this broken woman, no more thirst, no more needing to go to the well, she can avoid those who
judge her, she can isolate in her shame and be left alone. She has been guarding her secret very well, but Jesus
knows why she isolates, why she is ashamed.

03.19.23 SERMON CONTINUED



7

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to
her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and
the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
So there it is – her secret is exposed. Her shame is evident. Even in our culture five husbands and then living
with still yet another man is excessive. We don’t know the circumstances, had the five men she was married
to all died? Was she divorced five times? A combination of divorce and death? Even today, that would be
remarkable, noticeable, commented on. And it might explain why she was living with yet another man. She
had no alternatives. In a male dominated culture, she was used goods, bad news, unwanted, trouble. She
would have been seen as very bad news to the women in the village – maybe she had been with their
brothers or sons, maybe they feared what she might try with their husbands. She was a scandal. But not to
Jesus, he can see beyond her shame.

John 10:10 reminds us that Jesus came that we would have life and have it to the full. The evil one counters
tries to convince us that we don’t deserve grace by infecting us with shame. Shame focuses on self, it is that
voice in your head that says you’re bad, you are a bad person. Shame is when you apologize, because you
are a mistake, you’re a mess, you’re undeserving, you are not worthy of love. Guilt is different. Guilt focuses
on behavior – when you did something wrong, when you did something bad. Guilt is when you apologize and
try to make things right because you made a mistake.

Shame is from the evil one, guilt is from God to help us be better people. And the grace of Jesus removes
shame, the sacrifice of Jesus removes guilt. We are freed from both shame and guilt in God’s amazing grace.
This is still hard for this woman to grasp as we see further in John 4:19: “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see
that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we
do know, for salvation is from the Jews.

The woman doesn’t need to fear Jesus, he knows her secret, he sees her with grace, he wants her to be free.
But she tries to sidestep Jesus yet again – she brings up the great divide between Jews and Samaritans.
How can this man and living water overcome barriers of hostility and prejudice? We ask that still – how do we
overcome what keep us apart in gender, race, orientation, values, politics, in being shunned and isolated?
We don’t like to talk about these things openly – there is too much fear, anxiety, pain, and shame.

Jesus points the woman, and us, ahead. An hour is coming, a time is on the horizon where it won’t matter if
you worship on a mountain or a city. Salvation is at hand, Jesus explains this further: Yet a time is coming
and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they
are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the
Spirit and in truth.” Jesus is pointing to the cross, to where all of this is leading, and how on the third day
His grave would be empty. He will conquer death, and sin, and shame. That time is coming for all of us, to
worship God in spirit and in truth, to claim Jesus as Savior and experience amazing grace. The woman has
some knowledge of this, she said: “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he
will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

I am he. Imagine the wallop of this statement. Already this man has amazed this woman – and she knows
that a Messiah, the Christ will come – and will come to explain everything. And there he is. Jesus says, “I am
he.” He is beside her, accepting her, extending grace to her.

03.19.23 SERMON CONTINUED



Then the disciples arrive, they probably have found food, and there is a sense of general embarrassment – why is
Jesus hanging out with this strange woman? They are more concerned with lunch – Jesus reminds them the fields
are ripe for the harvest – meaning – his work is about people about sharing the grace of God.

And that is where we are. Are we embarrassed by Jesus? Are we more concerned with what will be for lunch
today? Do we welcome those who seem strange to us or do we avoid and ignore them?
Jesus simply pours grace over all of this. The woman leaves her water jar - leaves what she came to do, and runs
to town. She doesn’t avoid her neighbors she goes to them and says – “ Come, see a man who told me everything
I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Her enthusiasm, the new light that is about her, the joy that radiates from her
had to make people curious. This is a despised woman – and she is changed – she is so different – not hiding in
the shadows, not avoiding them and evading who she is – she puts it right out there saying, “this man knows
everything about me – and I think he is the Christ!”

Friends, this is simple. This is grace. I wonder, what would Jesus say to you and me as we sat there, at the side of
the well, in the heat of the day? How would we respond? Who would we go and tell? Would we run with joy to our
neighbors, or would we stay with the disciples and think about lunch and how embarrassed we get when we follow
Jesus? 
Lent is not only a time of confession and repentance, but also a time of growth. The disciples need to keep
growing, and so do we. Note that they had left Jesus alone when they went to find food. This is not the only time
they do this. Later they will leave him alone, again, at the hour of the cross, which also was at noon, in the heat of
the day. Jesus was thirsty on the cross and most of His disciples were not to be found, but Jesus gave them, and
us, in the hour of his thirst and pain, the living water of His own being. Our shame is gone, our guilt and debt paid
in full.

The narrative concludes: Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to
stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became
 believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”

For this woman the foreignness of Jesus and the shame that she carried have given way to grace. God’s grace
covers all sin, all division, and leaves no trace of shame. The people of the town and all of us right here can take in
that grace – it is like water in the desert, a stream of living water, and we can drink deep and be filled with the
Spirit and know the truth – that we are children of God. This Samaritan town learned that – because of the
encounter this woman had at the well.
As the woman in this story ran to tell her neighbors, scripture says she left behind her water jar, the symbol of her
old life. She now has the newness of living water, she has run to new life. It is like Easter morning when Mary and
the other women run to tell the disciples of their encounter with Jesus, our Living Lord. All that the Samaritan
woman was once afraid of, all of her shame, is over, it is forgiven, it’s gone. There are no more barriers to grace.
What lies ahead now is a life of living in grace and freedom, and the woman’s neighbors celebrate with Jesus for
two days. Thanks to the woman, they found the Savior of the World.

It is interesting to note, that later these very people were on Jesus’s mind. He would instruct his disciples to take is
message of amazing grace not just to Jerusalem, not just to the Jews of Judea, but to Samaria and to all of the
earth, that joy and life and grace and freedom may abound for all! 
If you carry shame, if you’re burden, if you’re thirsty, come. Jesus is still seated at the well. Go and have a seat
with him in the heat of the day. Come, talk to him, experience for yourself grace, forgiveness, freedom. Come,
because your shame is gone, and all of us, every one of us, is set free by grace. Amen and amen.

03.19.23 SERMON CONTINUED
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